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ΨLǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƛŎǊƻōŜǎ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇŜƴƛŎƛƭƭƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
[ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΦ 
 
The time may come when penicillin can be bought by anyone in the 
shops. Then there is the danger that the ignorant man may easily 
underdose himself and by exposing his microbes to non-lethal quantities of 
ǘƘŜ ŘǊǳƎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦΩ 
 
 
 
Alexander Fleming 
Nobel Lecture, 11 December 1945 
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Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǉǳƛǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
leaves us convinced that resistance to antibiotics and 
other anti-infective agents constitutes a major threat to 
public health, and ought to be recognised as such more 
ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦΩ 
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