
Year 6 – Autumn 1 
Knowledge organiser

What should I already know?
• Some physical characteristics and key features in the wider world.
• Some key aspects of physical geography in the wider world e.g. mountains, oceans, 

continents, equator, rainforests  
• Locations of oceans, continents
• Awareness of types of climate, weather and seasons

National Curriculum objectives:
Pupils should be taught:
To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (incl. Russia) and N. and S. America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics
To describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including climate zones, vegetation 
belts, mountains, volcanoes,
To describe key aspects of human geography, including types of settlement and land use, economic 
activity incl. trade links – nat ura l resources  export ed and econom ic act ivit y including recent  
financia l and econom ic difficult ies .
Use geographica l skills  and fieldwork.

Geographical skills and enquiry:
• Ask and respond t o  geographical ques t ions  and offer  own ideas
• Use let t er /num ber  co-ordinat es  t o locat e feat ures  or  places  on a  m ap.  
• Use m aps  wit h different  scales  t o begin t o m at ch boundar ies ,.  
• Know why a  key is  needed and use sym bols  on a  m ap/key.
• Begin t o collect  and record evidence.
• Make com parisons  bet ween locat ions  us ing phot os /aer ia l im ages  e.g. showing 

im pact  on areas  of defores t a t ion/farm ing

Knowledge:
• Rainfores t s  are found near  t o t he equat or  bet ween t he t ropic of 

Cancer  and t he t ropic of Capr icorn. They can be found in every 
cont inent  except  Ant arct ica . They are locat ed in count r ies  such as  
Brazil, India , Peru, Mexico, Aus t ra lia  and Malays ia . 

• Cons ider  t he hum an im pact  on ra infores t s  e.g. t our ism , t rade, 
farm ing, nat ive popula t ion,.

• The clim at e in t he ra infores t  is  t he s am e a ll year  round.  The average 
ra infa ll is  of 6 cm  each m ont h.  It  usually ra ins  every day and is  hot  
and hum id.

• The Am azon Rainfores t  is  5.5 m illion square km  (previous ly covered a  
m uch larger  area) • Par t s  in Brazil, Peru, Colum bia , Venezuela , Ecuador , 
Bolivia , Guyana, Sur inam e and French Guiana

• W hat  fact ors  det erm ine resources  provided by a  count ry? Phys ical 
geography of a  count ry det erm ines  whet her  foods  can or  cannot  be 
grown t here i.e. clim at e/ veget a t ion.

• Feat ures /’layers ’ of t he ra infores t . 
• Cons ider  hum an im pact  of defores t a t ion pos it ive and negat ive  

hum an im pact  and ecological im pact s .
• Begin t o m ake links  t o conservat ion of t he ra infores t  and pract ica l 

ideas  t hat  we can do t o cont r ibut ion t o conservat ion.

Key vocabulary
Climate: The average weather conditions over a long period of time. 
Deforestation: The cutting down and clearing of forests. 
Equator:  An imaginary circle running round the centre of the earth. 
Humid: Feeling very damp due to water vapour in the air. 
Native tribes: The original settlers of an area. 
Species:  A group of similar animals or plants 
Weather: The specific condition on a given day.
Structure of the rainforest layers: Emergent Layer, Canopy Layer, Understory Layer, 
Forest Floor

Why should Rainforests be important to us all?



The Egyptians were considered influential
to modern society. They contributed 
ideas
about ....(t ick all that  are t rue)

Start 
of 
unit:

End of 
unit:

Written language

Measurements

Time and the calendar

Circa means... Start 
of unit:

End of 
unit:

Century

Pyramid

Around

Circle

The discovery of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb was 
important because...

Start of unit: End of unit:

The artefacts he was buried 
with told us a lot about life 
in Ancient Egypt

Howard Carter found him

We know who killed him

The Nile was important 
because...(tick all that are true).

Start of 
unit:

End of unit:

It provided settlers with fertile land 
to grow crops

The banks grew papyrus reeds 
which they used to write on

It provided opportunities for fishing

The Egyptians built the pyramids around the same time as: Start of 
unit:

End of 
unit:

The Stone Age in Britain

The Romans came to Britain

The Vikings came to Britain

William the Conqueror wins the Battle of Hastings

The process of mummification was used so help 
preserve the bodies of pharaohs. This was so that 
they could make the journey to...

Start of 
unit:

End of 
unit:

Egypt

The Nile

The afterlife

Pyramids

The Ancient Egyptians were among the first civilisations to use an irrigation 
system. Irrigation means:

Start of unit: End of unit:

Name an ancient Egyptian achievement.

Start of unit: End of unit:


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2

