
Year 2 Uses of everyday materials  - Autumn Term 1 Knowledge Organiser

What should I already know?

In Year 1, children identified materials and could describe physical properties. 
Now children look at considering how these properties make the material 
suitable or unsuitable for different uses.

National Curriculum objectives:
➢ identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 

including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for 
particular uses

➢ find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching

How have people of the past 
influenced us in our lives today?

Key vocabulary
Rough
Soft
Hard
Twisting

.

Solid
Liquid
Gas
Stretching

Materials
Squashing
Bending

Which materials can be changed by 
squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching? 

Testing materials 



Year 2 Living things and their habitats- Autumn Term 2 

Knowledge Organiser

What should I already know?
In EYFS, children observe different habitats in their local area. They also 
compare hot and cold places.

National Curriculum objectives:

➢ explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have 

never been alive

➢ identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different 

habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend 

on each other

➢ identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats

➢ describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple 

food chain, and identify and name different sources of food

Key vocabulary
Living
Non living
Habitats
Microhabitats
Food chain
Food source
Classification 

Why can’t a meerkat live in the North Pole?

Key knowledge 

Habitats 

Microhabitats       

Living non living 



Year 2 Uses of everyday materials - Spring Term Knowledge Organiser

What should I already know?
Consolidate and expand on work done in Autumn 1- applying working scientifically skills 
to design and conduct experiments. In Year 1, children identified materials and could 
describe physical properties. Now children look at considering how these properties 
make the material suitable or unsuitable for different uses.

National Curriculum objectives:

➢ identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 

including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for 

particular uses(recap Autumn 1)

➢ find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 

changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching(recap Autumn 1)

➢ Working scientifically-performing simple tests, identifying and classifying, 

using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions

How do we know about the Great Fire of London?

Experiments:
Which material is the 

strongest?
Which material is the 

best insulator?



Key knowledge:

Year 2   Plants  - Summer Term 1 Knowledge Organiser

What should I already know?
In Year 1, children have identified and classified plants. They also know the structure 
of plants. Children will know that plants are living things that use sunlight to create 
their own food. They have lots of different parts, for example stems, leaves and roots. 
There are deciduous(leaf losing) and evergreen( leaf keeping) trees.

National Curriculum objectives:

➢ observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants

➢ find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to 

grow and stay healthy

What do beaches have in common? Bridlington and Sydney

Key vocabulary
Observations Healthy
Mature plants Seeds
Roots Minerals
Seedling Temperature
Bulbs suitable



Year 2  Animals including humans  - Summer Term 2  Knowledge Organiser

What should I already know?
In EYFS, children look at healthy eating and diet.

National Curriculum objectives:

➢ notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults

➢ find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food 

and air)

➢ describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, 

and hygieneHow do we know where we are? Map makers

Key vocabulary

Observations

Healthy

Hygiene

Survival

Basic needs

offspring

exercise


