
 

EYFS—Music 

Early Learning Goals 
 
• Express their ideas and feelings 

about their experiences using 
full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses 
and making use of conjunc-
tions, with modelling and sup-
port from their teacher.  
(speaking) 

•  Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs;  
(EAD) 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems 
and stories with others, and – 
when appropriate try to move 
in time with music. (EAD) 

Reception Music Knowledge Organiser Knowledge  
Listen and respond 
To know 20 nursery rhymes off by heart, to know the stories of some of the nursery rhymes, 
Explore and create 
to know that we can move with the pulse, to know words of songs can tell a story 
Skills 
Find the pulse, copy a basic rhythm pattern, invent a rhythm pattern, sing a long to pre recorded songs 
and add actions, sing along to a backing track, perform any nursery rhymes or songs adding a simple in-
strument, record the performance to talk about it. 
Exploring sounds—exploring how to use our voice and bodies to make sounds, experimenting with tempo 
and dynamics when playing instruments. 
Celebration music—learning about music from a range of cultural and religious celebrations like Diwali 
and Christmas. 
Music and movement— creating simple actions to songs, learning how to move to a beat and expressing 
feelings and emotions through movement to music. 
Musical stories—learning that music and instruments can be used to convey moods or represent charac-
ters. 

Overview 

 
In music we learn to be creative with 

sounds, using our imaginations to show 

feelings and ideas.  Music is about 

putting sounds together to create melo-

dies, rhythms and harmonies. 

Music can be made using vocal (our 

voices) and instrumental (using instru-

ments ) sounds. 

Key vocabulary 
Melody, pitch, beat, rhythm and 

pulse. 

Knowledge: 
Musical activities that embed pulse, rhythm and pitch, ex-
plore voices and classroom instruments 
 
Singing 
Explore high sounds and low sounds using voice.  Keep the 
beat of a song with a pitched note. To know that songs have 
sections 
Playing 
Explore high sounds and low sounds using instruments.  

Enjoy playing patterns using a combination of 3 notes. To 

know that a performance is sharing music. 


