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Did you know that throughout the 
month of March every year, Irish History 
Month takes place? 
An initiative brought about by the Irish 
Arts Foundation, first celebrated in Leeds 
in 2007, it is now in its tenth year.  
2016 is a landmark year in Irish history  
as we commemorate the events of  
1916 in Ireland.

Partners:  Leeds City Council Inner East,  
Inner North East, Inner South & Inner North West  
Area Management Committees.

Irish Arts Foundation 
0113 278 7442 
info@irisharts.org.uk 
Leeds Irish Arts Foundation 
Registered Charity No. 1101657 
Company Limited by Guarantee in 
England and Wales No. 4927919

Please note:  
All details are correct as  
of 1st February 2016.  
The Irish Arts Foundation 
reserves the right to  
amend any programme 
details.



Sunday 6th

7.30pm

In collaboration with Headingley LitFest

Lecture from  
Bernard Purcell 
The Headingley Club, 56 St. Michael’s Rd 
Leeds LS6 3BG 
Bernard Purcell edits the Irish World in 
London which he has done since 2012.
He ran the London Bureau of the Irish 
Independent, Sunday Independent 
and Evening Herald for nearly twenty 
years during which time he covered the 
notorious miscarriage of justice cases, 
Birmingham Six, Guildford Four, Maguire 
Seven, and Judith Ward, the IRA terror 
campaign and the subsequent Northern 
Ireland peace process and political 
process among many other stories.
He is also a former Brussels-based 
European Editor — in the mid-80s and 
again twenty years later — for the Irish 
Independent group and also worked  
in Belfast and France.
He has been a regular contributor to Sky 
News, RTE, CNN and other broadcasters.
Free Event

Saturday 5th

2.30pm

Traditional Irish  
Music Session
The Garden Gate, 3 Whitfield Place 
Hunslet, Leeds LS10 2QB
In the mid 1950s The Garden Gate was 
a well-known meeting place for the 
sizeable Irish community in Hunslet, 
particularly before going to the dances 
that took place in the now long gone  
St Francis’ Dance Hall in nearby Holbeck.
Bring your instrument or just enjoy  
the atmosphere.
Free Event 

Synopsis: 
Ireland makes much of its hard earned 
independence but it is full of apparent 
contradictions — the authors it 
celebrates had for much of the period of 
independence to go to the UK, mainland 
Europe and further afield to enjoy the 
necessary creative freedom to flourish. 
Even today many of them are boasted of  
by people who don’t read their work. 
A country that feigns outrage when Sky 
calls Saoirse Ronan and Michael Fassbender 
‘British’ ignores that its national broadcaster 
shows UK soaps at the same time as the 
UK channels that are freely available and 
regards Leeds, Man Utd, Liverpool and all 
the other Premiership Clubs as ‘home teams’. 
It affects to be different but embraces  
the UK’s soaps and football and the  
US’s economic model. 
Without the UK, Europe and even the  
US it would revert to the insular, regressive, 
protectionist society which exported  
so many of its people to this country and 
further but has not yet, it appears, fully 
admitted that to itself.

Untold Stories  

The Leeds Irish Community

Initially funded through the Heritage Lottery Fund, this  

project, undertaken by the Irish Arts Foundation, looks at 

experiences of the emigrant Irish community in Leeds. 

It focuses in the second half of the twentieth century, 

particularly their settlement patterns and cultural traditions 

such as music, dance, song and sport. The website below 

features a huge collection of photographs gathered from 

a number of people within the Leeds Irish community, a 

documentary about personal experiences of Irish people 

living here. www.untoldstories.co.uk.
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Wednesday 2nd 

8.00pm

Documentary screening

Folk Hibernia  
Director Mike Connolly
Seven Arts, 31a Harrogate Road 
Leeds LS7 3PD 
Sixty years ago virtually unheard abroad 
and largely unloved at home, Irish music 
has given the world a sense of Ireland 
and Ireland a sense of itself, as the 
country has risen from an impoverished 
post-colonial upstart to a modern 
European power. 
Contributors include:  
Christy Moore 
Paddy Moloney of The Chieftains 
Ronnie Drew of The Dubliners 
Liam Clancy of The Clancy Brothers 
Shane MacGowan of The Pogues
Free Event 



Tuesday 8th

2.00pm

In collaboration with  
Leeds Museums and Galleries 

The Irish House of 
Commons 
Lecture from  
Dr. Adam White
Lotherton Hall, Aberford 
Leeds LS25 3EB
’The Irish House of Commons’  
is undoubtedly the most famous picture 
in the impressive Lotherton Hall gallery.
It was painted by Francis Wheatley 
in 1780 to record a significant historical 
occasion in the Dublin parliament. 
Henry Gratton was speaking for the 
motion that “...the people of Ireland are  
of right an independent nation and  
ought only to be bound by the King, 
Lords and Commons of Ireland.”
Dr. Adam White, Honorary Curator 
at Lotherton Hall has researched the 
considerable Irish links of the Gascoigne 
family — the former land owners of  
the estate — and the various theories 
as to how a painting of such Anglo-Irish 
historical significance has found its  
place at Lotherton Hall.
Estate Admission only  |  Members free  
and booking is recommended.  
Telephone: 0113 378 2959 

Thursday 10th

7.30pm

Thomas Constable  
and the Irish in Otley
The Manor House, Walkergate 
Otley LS21 1HB 
Local historian Chris Power mbe 
and Otley’s MP Greg Mulholland 
discuss the story of the Otley solicitor 
Thomas Constable and his support 
of 500 Irish immigrants in the late  
19th century from the famine known  
as an Gorta Mór, the Great Hunger  
or the Potato Famine.
Why did the Irish come to Otley in 
particular?  
Where did they live and work? 
How did Thomas Constable help and 
support them? 
These and other questions will be 
explored during the evening. 
The talk will be followed by a performance  
of the song ‘Irish Fields’ by Summercross, 
Greg Mulholland’s folk band. Greg is 
also a singer-songwriter and wrote this 
song that tells this story in music and pays 
respectful tribute to fifty two people  
who made it to Otley but were already 
too ill and later died.
Free Event

Sunday 13th

11.00am

St Patrick’s Day Parade
Leeds City Centre
The Leeds St Patrick’s Day Parade is in 
its seventeenth year and is a celebration 
of all things Irish. 
This year’s Parade will be followed  
by celebrations in Millennium Square, 
including live traditional Irish music  
and dancing, stalls, food, displays and 
much more. 
This is a fantastic event for families and 
friends of all ages, and all are welcome  
to join in the fun. 
The parade will leave from Cookridge 
Street at 11 am. 
This year’s parade will be bigger and 
better with a stream of colourful floats, 
followed by an afternoon of events in 
Millennium Square, showcasing different 
aspects of Irish Culture.
Free Event 
www.leedsgoinirish.com
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Friday 11th

8.00pm

Mewl Music and 
Irish Arts Foundation Presents

J. Eoin 
Songwriter, guitarist & singer
Seven Arts, 31a Harrogate Road 
Leeds LS7 3PD 
J. Eoin has performed widely and 
travelled extensively — from Kazakhstan 
to Norway. Whilst living in Ireland he 
established himself as a solo performer 
and toured with some of the great Irish 
Folk revivalists of the time including 
the traditional band Clannad and the 
contemporary folk-rock band Scullion. 
His solo shows continue to mesmerise 
audiences internationally, gaining him 
a reputation as an artist that shouldn’t 
be missed. A truly talented and highly 
original songwriter, guitarist and singer.
www.j-eoin.com

with support from Sabrina Piggott 
www.sabrinapiggott.com
Sabrina’s songs are full of a sense of open 
spaces and possibilities. She has taken 
her rich traditional music background from  
her ancestral home in the countryside  
of Cork, Southern Ireland and fused  
it with modern industrial city sounds of 
her adopted Leeds and Yorkshire.
£8 Advanced | £10 Door 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/date/FELDDF
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Sunday 13th

8.00pm 
Saltairelive presents

The Paddy Callaghan Trio  
Otley Courthouse, Courthouse Street 
Otley LS21 3AN 
A Scot with Irish family roots in Tyrone/
Donegal, Paddy Callaghan is the 
exhilirating button accordion player at 
the head of a trio that is second to none 
in its ability to instinctively seize the 
essential energy of celtic music. 
Guitarist Adam Brown is also a 
percussionist, which is palpably evident 
in his startlingly rhythmic playing, while 
Danny Boyle on flute and whistles brings 
both a balance, and yet another injection 
of energy to the trio’s thrilling sound.
One of those great Scottish line-ups who 
regularly head east across the North Sea 
on tour to Europe, but never south down 
the M6, we are proud and delighted 
to have finally drawn them south of the 
border to Otley for this one-off show, 
their long overdue, first ever English gig.
www.paddycallaghan.com
Note: Otley Courthouse Bar opens 
45 minutes before the event start time.
Ticket Price: £11.00 — £12.50*  
Telephone: 01943 467466 
Email: admin@otleycourthouse.org.uk
*booking fee applies  

Thursday 17th

2.00pm 

Traditional Irish  
Music Session
The Harp, Cromwell St, Lincoln Green 
Leeds LS9 7SS 
Historically the Public Houses in the 
Sheepscar and Lincoln Green area of  
the city became a meeting point  
for the considerable numbers of the  
Irish community who were living in 
the nearby Woodhouse, Hyde Park, 
Chapeltown and Harehiils inner city 
districts — bring your instrument  
or just come down for the company  
and the music.
Free Event

Saturday 19th

11.30am

In collaboration with  
The Centre for Irish Studies (CIS) 
St Mary’s University, Twickenham 

Lecture Day
HEART, Bennett Road, Headingley 
Leeds LS6 3HN 
We are delighted to work once again in 
collaboration with The Department of 
Irish Studies at St Mary’s University. For this 
event we feature three visiting lecturers:
Dr Charles Barr is Research Fellow in 
Media Studies at St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham. His lecture will concentrate 
on John Ford’s portrayal of Ireland on 
the screen particularly his 1936 film 
of The Plough and the Stars and the 
controversies it generated.
John Mac Donough is a recent 
graduate in MA Irish Studies at St Mary’s 
University. His dissertation examined 
modern reactions from his extended 
family to their grand-father Patrick Rankin,  
the only Newry man to fight in the GPO 
in 1916.
Dr Ivan Gibbons is Programme Director 
on the MA Irish Studies at St Mary’s 
University and author of the recently 
published British Labour Party and the 
Establishment of the Irish Free State 
1918-1924. His lecture will focus on Irish 
parliamentarians killed in World War One.              
Free Event
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Irish History Month Educational TourThroughout Irish History Month every 
year a team of tutors from the Irish Arts 
Foundation visits a number of primary 
schools in Leeds. Once again, this 
year we are working with a number 
of schools across Leeds. We deliver 
workshops on Irish music, dance and 
arts as well as some background on 
Ireland and the Irish in Britain. If your 
school would be interested in hosting 
a workshop please contact  info@irisharts.org.uk

2016 Programme  
of events  
March 13th—19th.

Wednesday 16th

8.00pm

In association with  
Mick Perrin Worldwide  
and Leeds Town Hall

Dylan Moran:  
Off The Hook
Leeds Town Hall, The Headrow 
Leeds LS1 3AD 
Due to overwhelming demand following 
his recent sell-out UK, Australian and 
South African dates Dylan Moran star 
of Black Books, Shaun of the Dead and 
Calvary will bring his latest show  
Off The Hook back to the UK for a limited 
run during spring 2016. 
Expect a master class in comedy!
Tickets: £25   |  Concessions £23 
www.leedstownhall.co.uk
Telephone: 0113 376 0318
Suitable for age 15+

Registration / tea & coffee  
11.00am

www.
irisharts.
org.uk


