
 

BOOK OF THE HALF TERM – 
AUTUMN 1 

A MEDAL FOR LEROY by Michael Morpurgo 

As part of our initiative to develop a reading community and create an 

outstanding reading school we would like to announce our ‘book of the half term’ 

series. Each half term we will encourage pupils, parents and staff to read a shared 

book. The books selected will be linked to themes and values covered through 

the year. Our first book is A Medal For Leroy by Michael Morpurgo. This fantastic 

story links to World War 1, the values of courage and integrity and also Black 

History Month which is celebrated by schools across the country this month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be selling copies 

of the book at the school 

Book Club for £5. 

 

If you enjoy this book 

you should try – War 

Horse, Friend or Foe and 

Private Peaceful. All 

written by  

M. Morpurgo 

‘Wa 

 

 

 

 

Read 

 

Everyday! 

 

 



 

 
BOOK OF THE HALF TERM – 

AUTUMN 2 

The Colour of Home  
by Mary Hoffman and Karin Littlewood 

Each half term we will encourage pupils, parents and staff to read a shared book. The 

books selected will be linked to themes and values covered through the year. The value 

of the month for November is empathy. Our second book is The Colour of Home which 

tells the story of Hassan. Hassan feels out of place in a new cold, grey country. At school, 

he paints a picture showing his colourful Somalian home, covered with the harsh colours 

of war from which his family has fled. He tells his teacher about their voyage from 

Mogadishu to Mombasa, then to the refugee camp and on to England. But gradually 

things change. When Hassan's parents put up his next picture on the wall, Hassan notices 

the maroon prayer mat, a bright green cushion and his sister Naima's pink dress - the new 

colours of home. 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be selling copies 

of the book at the school 

Book Club for £7. 

 

If you enjoy this book 

you should try 

Christophe’s Story by 

Nicki Cornwell 

‘Wa 

 

 

 

 

Read 

 

Everyday! 

 

 



 

 
BOOK OF THE HALF TERM – 

SPRING 1 

Fly, Eagle, Fly! 
Retold by Christopher Gregorowski 

Each half term we will encourage pupils, parents and staff to read a shared book. The books selected 

will be linked to themes and values covered through the year. The values of the month for January 

are Freedom & Liberty. Our third book is ‘Fly, Eagle, Fly!’ which tells the story of a journey to 

freedom. After a stormy night, a farmer searching for his lost calf finds a baby eagle that has been 

blown out of its nest. He takes it home and raises it with his chickens. But when his friend comes to 

visit one day, he tells the farmer that an eagle should be flying high in the sky, not scrabbling on the 

ground for grain. How the farmer's friend proves that the bird is an eagle and destined to fly to the 

sun is lyrically retold by Christopher Gregorowski. Niki Daly's bright water colour illustrations 

breathe life into this powerful and uplifting tale. 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be selling copies 

of the book at the school 

Book Club for £7. 

 

If you enjoy this book 

you should try The 

Village That Vanished: An 

African Story of the Yao 

People 

‘Wa 

 

 

 

 

Read 

 

Everyday! 

 

 



 

 
BOOK OF THE HALF TERM –  

SPRING 2 
The Yellow Star 

The Legend of King Christian X of Denmark 
Carmen Agra Deedy 

Each half term we will encourage pupils, parents and staff to read a shared book. The books 

selected will be linked to themes and values covered through the year. The value of the month for 

March is Loyalty. Our fourth book is ôThe Yellow Star: The Legend of King Christian X of 

Denmarkõ which tells the story of King Christian of Denmark during World War 2. When Nazi 

soldiers occupied his country, King Christian X of Denmark committed himself to keeping all Danes 

safe from harm. The bravery of the Danes and their king has inspired many legends. The most 

enduring is the legend of the yellow star, which symbolizes the loyalty and fearless spirit of the king 

and his people. Carmen Agra Deedy has re-created this legend with Danish illustrator Henri 

Sßrensen. Deedyôs lyrical prose and Sßrensenôs arresting portraits unite to create a powerful and 

dignified story of heroic justice, a story for all people and all times. 
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We will be selling copies 

of the book at the school 

Book Club for £10. 

 

If you enjoy this book 

you should try ‘Friend or 

Foe’ by Michael 

Morpurgo. 

‘Wa 

 

 

 

 

Read 

 

Everyday! 

 

 



 

BOOKS OF THE HALF TERM – 
SUMMER 1 

Each half term we will encourage pupils, parents and staff to read a shared book. The books 

selected will be linked to themes and values covered through the year. The value of the month for 

April is Faith and for May it is Determination. This half-term we have chosen two books which 

illustrate these values really well. Our first book is ôIf a Bus Could Talkõ by Ringold Faith. In this 

book, a bus "does" talk, and on her way to school a girl named Marcie learns why Rosa Parks is 

the mother of the civil rights movement. At the end of Marcie's magical ride, she meets Rosa Parks 

herself at a birthday party with several distinguished guests. Our Second book is ôThe Oak Inside 

the Acornõ by Max Lucado. This tells the story of how. Little Acorn grew into Little Oak. But now 

what was he to do? He couldn't grow oranges like the orange tree or flowers like the rose bush. He 

just grew and grew until he became Big Oak, and his branches were big and strong-but still he 

didn't know what he was to do. Then one day Big Oak found that his strong branches were just 

right for a very special purpose. The Oak Inside the Acorn is the story of the miracle inside each of 

us. 
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We will be selling copies 

of these books at the 

school Book Club and in 

the school office. 

 

If you enjoy this book 

you should try ‘What the 

Ladybird Heard’ 

‘Wa 

 

 

 

 

Read 

 

Everyday! 

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/If-Bus-Could-Talk-Reading/dp/0689856768/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1429002541&sr=1-1&keywords=if+a+bus+could+talk


 BOOK OF THE HALF TERM – 
SUMMER 2 

Ninth Ward 

Jewell Parker Rhodes 

Each half term we will encourage pupils, parents and staff to read a shared book. The books 

selected will be linked to themes and values covered through the year. The value of the month for 

June is Resilience. Our seventh book is ôNinth wardõ by Jewell Parker Rhodes which tells the 

story of Lanesha, a young girl living in America. Abandoned by her peers because of her ability to 

see spirits, Lanesha longs for connection despite the strong love of her adopted grandmother, 

Mama Ya-Ya. As hurricane Katrina approaches and her neighbours flee, Lanesha must stay and 

brace for a storm of epic proportions. As the levees break, Lanesha must find a way to survive the 

floods on her own.... 
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We will be selling copies 

of the book at the school 

Book Club for £7. 

 

If you enjoy this book 

you should try The 

Hunger Games books by 

Suzanne Collins. 

‘Wa 

 

 

 

 

Read 

 

Everyday! 

 

 


