
Spelling 
Getting it write, wright, right! 



Aims 

ÁTo know some of the implications for 

spelling within the new primary curriculum 

ÁTo understand how spelling is being 

taught in school and what is considered to 

be good practice 

ÁTo have the opportunity to ask questions 

ÁTo know how you can support spelling at 

home 

 



New Curriculum Expectations 

ÁWord lists are particularly demanding 

ÁSignificant increase in expectations across 

all year groups.  

ÁGreater focus on spelling rules and 

conventions 

ÁGreater focus on word roots and origins 

ÁSkills need to be embedded 

 



What Does The Research Say? 

Á Teaching children strategies for correcting spelling is far more 

important than giving them the correct spelling of a word 

Á Spelling strategies and major spelling patterns are taught 

much more effectively through lessons than through 

workbooks or spelling tests  

ÁIf children learn spellings for tests and donôt use those words 

in their own writing, they will forget them within days 

Á Individualised spelling dictionaries are useful as children are 

trying to get a grasp of new spellings  

Á Children often get key rules wrong.  The most common 

misspelt words were the same for the 7-10 age group as for 

children aged 11-14  

ÁThereôs a need for both schools and parents to spend more 

time on the basics 



What Does The Research Say? 

ÁWe often wrongly assume that if children read widely 

they will be good spellers.  This presupposes they are 

understanding and processing every word 

ÁEtymology - children need to be taught why words are 

spelt as they are.  They love to hear where words come 

from e.g. óghostô has an óhô because Flemish typesetters 

who brought it over here used the Flemish word, which 

was ógheest.ô  

 



A quick game 

ÅTake your Year 2 word and then walk around 
the room with it. When you meet someone 
ask them to read their word without showing 
you. You then need to spell their word. 

ÅThen swap around.  

ÅIf you can both spell each others words swap 
words with your partner and continue round 
the room. 

ÅIf your partner canôt spell their word teach 
them the letters and then ask them to try 
again until they get it.  
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Phonetic approaches ï first steps 

to spelling      
Phoneme-grapheme correspondence 

Å Stretch the word to hear all the sounds 

Å Fred talk the word (segmenting the word by saying all the sounds) 

Å Count the phonemes. Check children are hearing all the sounds. 

Å Write the word. Some phonemes are represented by digraphs (2 letters) 
or trigraphs (3 letters). Check if children are using the correct grapheme to 
represent each phoneme, e.g.  /aiκ ǎƻǳƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ψŀ-ŜΩ όŎŀƪŜύΣ 
ΨŀȅΩ όǘǊŀȅύΣ ΨaiΩ όŀƛŘύΣ ΨŀΩ όǘŀōƭŜύΣ ΨaeΩ όǎǳƴŘŀŜύΣ ΨeyΩ όǇǊŜȅύΣ ΨeighΩ όŜƛƎƘǘύ ŀƴŘ 
ΨeaΩ όōǊŜŀƪύΦ /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎǊŀǇƘŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƻƻƪ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƎǊŀǇƘŜƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŜΦƎΦ ΨŀȅΩ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
used for an /ai/ sound at the end of a word. 

Å Read the word and check (are there the same number of graphemes and 
phonemes?) 

 



Game Time!! 

ÅOn your tables there are a selection of spelling 
games or activities you can play or do with 
your children. 

 

ÅYou can now spend 5 minutes looking at the 
activities and having a go on the paper on the 
table! 



Strategies 

  

My column 
  

Teacherôs column 

    

    

    

    

    

    

Á. What are the vowel sound possibilities?  
 h____t,             l___,                        cl____n 



Strategies 

ÁLook, Say, Cover, Write, Check 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Strategies 

Á Morphology ï learning rules for adding affixes (prefixes and suffixes) 
to root words. Prefix and Suffix activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Á Activity: colour the root word in one colour and the suffix a different 
colour. 

Á Useful Spelling Guidelines for other spelling conventions ï rules for 
spelling /le/ and making nouns plural 
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Strategies 

ÁQuickwrite: in two minutes write as many words as 

possible with the /iΈ/ phoneme. This can be turned into a 

variety of competitive games including working in teams 

and developing relay race approaches. 

 

ÁDraw around the word to show the shape 

 

 

 

 

 



Strategies 

ÁDrawing an image around the word 

 

 

 

ÁPyramid words 

 

 

 



Strategies 

ÁRainbow writing 

ÁSilly sentences containing the word 

ÁPronouncing the silent letters  

ÁClapping and counting syllables 

ÁMnemonics- techniques to aid memory 

 

 

 


