The Slade Early Years
Centre and Day Nursery
Titup Hall Drive, Headington, Oxford, Oxfordshire. OX3 8QQ

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

25 July 2016
5 August 2015
This inspection:

Good

2

Previous inspection:

Requires
Improvement

3

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 The leadership team has made significant improvements since the last inspection. The
head of centre and day nursery manager now monitor children's progress much more
closely. This means any gaps in children's learning are identified at an early stage.

 The quality of teaching has improved. Staff have benefitted from additional training and
have visited other settings to develop their practice. As a result, positive changes have
been made to support children's learning, especially in the outside area.

 Staff work hard to address children's emotional needs. For example, the 'family key
person' system means children are cared for by a small group of adults who know them
very well.
 Partnerships with parents and carers are good. Staff share detailed information about
children's progress and help parents clearly understand how to support children's
learning at home.
It is not yet outstanding because:

 Occasionally, the monitoring of staff performance does not focus sharply on children's
most important learning needs.

 Some boys do not make as much progress as girls in their learning, especially in
mathematics.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 ensure staff use more precise methods to make sure their practice targets children's
most important learning needs

 improve the provision to make sure all boys make as much progress as girls, especially
in mathematics.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the support for children's learning,
both inside and outside.

 The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection about how
they plan for children's learning, how they measure the progress children make and
how they keep children safe.

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the day nursery manager to evaluate
how well senior staff monitor staff practice.

 The inspector held a meeting with the head of centre who oversees the management of
the day nursery.

 The inspector spoke to two parents on the telephone and took account of their
feedback. One of the parents is also a member of the governing body.

 The inspector had a telephone conversation with one of the local authority's early years
special educational needs inclusion teachers to discuss his work with the nursery.

 The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including: safeguarding files;
records of children's learning and the progress they make; staff training certificates; the
nursery's self-evaluation and monitoring reports from a local authority advisor.
Inspector
Jo Caswell, Her Majesty's Inspector
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
Members of the governing body have worked closely with the day nursery manager to
thoroughly review practice and make the required improvements. Effective leadership has
ensured that teaching is now consistently good. Staff have better opportunities for training
and support. This has enabled them to be generally more reflective in developing their
skills. Partnerships with other agencies, especially within the children's centre and
adjoining school are good. This means any extra support needed for children and families
is provided promptly. Safeguarding is effective. Links with other services involved in
children's care are highly effective. The robust monitoring of children's attendance means
any patterns of absence are followed up promptly to make sure children are safe.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Teaching is good because staff clearly understand how young children learn. A wide range
of well-planned activities are provided each day, both inside and outside. Staff know the
children very well and place great emphasis on developing children's speaking and
listening skills. This is especially beneficial to those children who start nursery with skills
lower than those expected for their age, or those who speak English as an additional
language. Accurate assessment means staff quickly identify when some children need
extra help with their learning. Specialist inclusion teachers assist staff in seeking
professional help when required. As a result, children with special educational needs
and/or disabilities are very well supported. The planning of all activities means that every
child can take part, irrespective of their age and developmental ability.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
Babies and children thoroughly enjoy their time at nursery and form very strong
relationships with the staff. Staff are highly attentive and gently encourage babies to
access all areas of the nursery under close supervision without inhibiting their exploratory
skills. Children's behaviour is very good. Staff are positive role models and help children
learn how to respect others and to be kind and caring. Designated 'nest' spaces for each
key person group mean every child knows where their 'base' area is. This helps children
develop a strong sense of belonging. Relationships between all children are very good.
Some children refer to their friends as their 'nursery brothers and sisters'. This reflects the
strong family ethos of the nursery.
Outcomes for children are good
Children make good progress in their learning and development from their typically low
starting points. In most areas of learning, children catch up with their peers and start
school ready to learn. High quality teaching means children develop a real interest in
learning. They concentrate and remain focused for sustained periods of time as activities
are planned well and interest them. Children communicate confidently and are keen to ask
questions. They are eager to try new things and persevere when they don't always
succeed the first time. These skills provide them with a secure foundation for future
learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY276613

Local authority

Oxfordshire

Inspection number

1036756

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

0-8

Total number of places

45

Number of children on roll

65

Name of registered person

Slade Nursery School Governing Body

Registered person unique
reference number

RP522319

Date of previous inspection

5 August 2015

Telephone number

01865 762 679

The Slade Early Years Centre and Day Nursery registered in 2004. It is managed by The
Slade Nursery School governing body. The day nursery operates from premises within the
grounds of Wood Farm Primary School in Headington, Oxford. A nursery school and
children centre share the same site. The nursery is open from 8am to 6pm throughout the
year, closing only for bank holidays and one week at Christmas. Wrap-around care is
provided for children attending the nursery school and primary school. Funding is
accepted for the provision of free early years education for children aged two, three and
four years. A team of 11 staff work with the children. All staff are qualified in early years.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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