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Sutton Benger CofE VA Primary School
School Charging and Remissions Policy

1.
Introduction

1. Sutton Benger School wishes to provide all pupils with the best possible educational opportunities within the limits of available funding. 

2. The Governing Body recognises that as a result of the 1996 Education Act there is no statutory requirement to charge for any form of education or related activity and that charging is prohibited except in certain circumstances at the discretion of the LA or Governing Body. The Governors endorse the guiding principles contained in the Act, in particular that no child should have his/her access to the curriculum limited by charges.

3. It is recognised, however, that many educationally valuable activities are dependent on financial contributions from parents. Without this support the school would not be able to maintain the quality and breadth of the educational programme it provides to pupils. The school’s objective is to keep financial contributions to a minimum and to ensure, as far as possible that all children are able to participate irrespective of their circumstances.

4. The law recognises and accepts that charges may be made to parents in certain defined circumstances – providing the activities for which charges will be made have been identified by the school and the basis on which charges will be reduced or waived has been explained to parents.

2.      Charging
a)      
No charge will be made for:

· Education provided during school hours, including the supply of any materials, books, instruments or other equipment.

· Education provided outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that a pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of the school’s basic curriculum for religious education.

· Tuition for pupils learning to play musical instruments, or singing, if tuition is required as part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school.

· Entry for a prescribed public examination, if the pupil has been prepared for it at the school.

· Education that takes place on any trip that takes place outside school hours if it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of a syllabus for a prescribed public examination that the pupil is being prepared for at the school, or part of the school’s basic curriculum for religious education.

· Supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school accompanying pupils on a residential trip.

· Transport provided in connection with an educational trip.
‘School hours’ are defined as being those hours during which the school is in session, but excluding the mid-day break.

b)

Charges can be made for:

· Activities outside school hours
Non-residential activities (other than those listed in 1 above) which take place outside school hours, but only if the majority of the time spent on the activity takes place outside school hours (time spent on travel counts in this calculation if the travel occurs during school hours).

· Music Tuition for individuals or groups of pupils
Charges will (or any) be made as indicated below.  Parental agreement will be obtained before a charge is made.

· Residential Activities
Board and lodging costs (but only those costs) of residential trips deemed to take place during school time.  However, pupils whose parents are in receipt of certain benefits may not be charge for board and lodging costs.

· Residential trips deemed to take place outside of school time 

Is a residential trip in or out of school time?  If the number of school sessions on a residential trip is equal to or greater than 50% of the number of days spent on the trip it is deemed to have taken place during school hours, even if some activities take place during the evening. Whatever the starting and finishing times of the school day, regulations require that the school day is divided into two sessions.  A ‘half day’ means any period of 12 hours ending with noon or midnight on any day.
Activities which can be charged for, with the exception of board and lodging for residential trips, are regarded as ‘optional extras’.  Charges will not exceed the cost of provision.

	Activity or thing which may be charged for
	Notes
	Remitted or help available

	Any materials, books, instruments or equipment where a parent wishes their child to own them.
	For example, a clay model (charge to cover the cost of clay)
	Yes

	Music Tuition
	The cost for teaching staff employed to provide tuition in playing an instrument or singing, where the tuition is an optional extra for an individual pupil or group of pupils.
	No

	Board and lodging component of residential trips
	The charge will not exceed the actual cost.
	Yes

	Breakfast (Early Birds) and Activity (Tea Birds) Clubs
	See the Clubs Terms and Conditions for charges.
	No

	Other after school activities (e.g., sports clubs), where these clubs are run by outside providers
	The cost will be stipulated by the provider and will cover all coaching, teaching and use of equipment.
	No

	Other after school activities run by volunteers and/ or school staff 
	Charges made to cover the cost of materials (e.g., cooking ingredients).
	No


3.
Families qualifying for remission or help with charges
           In order to remove financial barriers from disadvantaged pupils, the governing body has agreed that some activities and visits where charges can legally be made will be offered at no charge or a reduced charge to parents in particular circumstances.  If remission or help is available in relation to a particular charge it is indicated in the right hand column of the table above.  Criteria for qualification for remission are parents in receipt of:

· Income Support

· Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

· Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

· Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) does not exceed the sum given in the Revenue and Customs rules

· Guaranteed State Pension


4. 
Voluntary Contributions
The Governors are entitled to ask parents for voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or any school activities.
1. For visits/events occurring in school time the school will invite a voluntary contribution from parents to meet costs. Visits/events are such activities as swimming, visits to museums, farms, theatres, leisure centres and other such venues as the teaching staff consider appropriate.  Also included are events taking place in school which require the school to pay a charge.
2. If the activity cannot be funded without voluntary contributions, the governing body or head teacher will make this clear to parents at the outset.

3. The governing body or headteacher will make it clear to parents that there is no obligation to make any contribution.  If a parent is unwilling or unable to pay, their child will not be excluded from the visit/event.
4. It will be made clear to Parents that visits/events can only take place with their support through contributions and if insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund a visit/event, then it will be cancelled.
5.
Deliberate damage to school property
In cases of wilful or malicious damage to equipment or breakages, or loss of school books or equipment on loan to pupils the Headteacher in consultation with the Chair of the Governing Body may decide to make a charge. Each incident will be dealt with on its own merit and at their discretion.

5. General

The Governing Body may, from time to time amend the categories for which a charge may be made.

The Governing Body reserve the right to review the Charging and Remissions Policy as necessary.

The school reserves the right to send out reminders where contributions or payments have not been received by a given deadline. In the case of voluntary contributions, this is not aimed at pressurising parents who have made a conscious decision not to contribute, but at those parents who have simply forgotten, or mislaid original communications. These reminders are never in red.

If a child is absent due to illness on the day of the event any monies paid will be refunded on request.
6. Returned Cheque Payments
In the event that a cheque is returned by the payers bank for any payment, the school reserves the right to pass on to the parent/carer the bank charges imposed by its bank in handling the returned cheque payment.
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