
The Torah
LO- To learn about the Torah and why it is important to 

Jewish people.



Introduction

ÔThe Torah is the 
sacred text of the 
Jewish people.

ÔTraditional Jewish 
people believe that 
God told Moses all of 
the Torah on Mount 
Sinai, and that Moses 
wrote down his 
exact words.



ÔLess traditional 
Jewish people 
believe that people 
inspired by God 
wrote the Torah.

ÔAlmost all Jewish 
people believe that 
God gave Moses the 
ten commandments. 
Can you name any?



The 10 commandments

ÔDo not worship any other God.

ÔDo not make any idols.

ÔDo not misuse the name of God.

ÔKeep the Sabbath holy.

ÔHonour your mother and father.

ÔDo not murder.

ÔDo not commit adultery (being 

with more than 1 person)

ÔDo not steal.

ÔDo not lie.

ÔDo not be jealous of others.



Whatõs the Torah?

Ô The word Torah actually means ôteachingõ. The Torah 
is made up of five books, also known as the five books 
of Moses.

Ô These books are called: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy.

Ô The Torah is kept in the Aron Hakodesh (Holy Ark) at 
the front of the Synagogue.





Whatõs the Torah?

Ô The Torah is a mixture of 

stories and teachings.

Ô It is a scroll which has 2 

rollers called Aytz 

hamim (tree of life). 

Why do you think it 

might be called that?



Book of rules

Ô The Torah contains lots of 

instructions about how Jewish 

people should live.

ÔAltogether, there are 613 

commandments like this.

Ô They tell Jewish people how to 

pray, what to eat and which 

festivals to celebrate.



The Torah Scroll

Ô The Torah that is read in the 
Synagogue is written on a 
scroll.

Ô They are made by specially 
trained people, written on 
parchment .

Ô They are not allowed to leave 
in any mistakes!

Ô When they are finished, the 
scrolls are decorated as 
beautifully as possible.

Ô Once the Sofer (scribe) has 
finished writing, the parchment 
remains untouched by the 
human hand.

Ô To keep your place when 
reading, you use a silver pointer 
(Yad).



The Decorated Torah



What does the Torah teach?

Ô In the Torah, rules for everyday life are only talked 

about very briefly.

Ô Over thousands of years, Rabbis have talked about 

what the Torah meant and came up with details of 

how Jewish people should live their lives.

Ô Lots of these ideas are...





Ô Some people who worship the Torah will wear a tallit.

Ô This is a special kind of

shawl people wear to 

pray.

Ô When worshippers are 

reading the Torah they

will touch the Torah with

the fringes of their tallit

as a sign of respect.



Ô If the Torah is dropped, the congregation must fast for a 

day.

Ô When a Torah becomes too old and worn to be used, it 

is buried in a Jewish cemetery just as a person 

would be. This is another way

of showing respect towards 

the Torah.


