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“I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:13

Friday 27th April 2018
Dear Parents,
I would like to formally welcome you back after the Easter break. I hope you all managed to recharge ready for the
busy term ahead.
We are experiencing a variety of weather from snow this time last month, to glorious sunshine. As the weather is
keeping us on our toes we all need to be prepared from coats to sun-cream and sun hats. Thank you to all the
parents who sent their child/ren into school with a hat and also sent in sun cream with the name of your child on.
Just a reminder please apply sun cream before school, children will then re-apply at lunchtime. Children can only use
the sun cream sent in by yourselves and therefore if children do not have sun cream they will be playing in the
shade. Thank you for your support with this.
Parent Forum
Thank you to the parents who were able to attend Parent Forum. We had a positive meeting talking through agenda
items of the RAP, communication, home-learning and clubs to name a few. The finalised minutes will be out shortly
along with any other correspondence relating to this. Please click on the following link which will take you to the
Parent Forum page: http://www.coaleyschool.org.uk/our-school-1/key-parent-information.
The next meeting is on the 20th June at 9:00-9:45am therefore please get any questions or areas to be discussed
into school by the 13th June. As everyone is busy there are several options in which you can do this: By email to
admin@coaley.gloucs.sch.uk or put a note in the Parent Suggestion box in the foyer, phone admin or complete the
slip on the bottom of the newsletters.
Growth Mindset
One of our non-negotiables for learning is the use of Growth Mindset. During this half-term this will have a major
focus in school to support the learning behaviours of our children. I just wanted to give you an insight into Growth
Mindset and why this is so important. There has been extensive research carried out by Carol Dweck and Shirley
Clarke about the importance of creating a ‘Growth Mindset’ instead of a ‘Fixed Mindset’. We want our children to be
able to talk about having a Growth Mindset and what that means to their learning.

Language and talk are instrumental; Carol Dweck and Shirley Clarke noted that our language tells
children what we believe and what we value. For example,
‘Well done – you’re learning to …’
‘Good – it’s making you think – that’s how your brain is growing!’
‘Every time you practise, you’re making connections in your brain stronger.’
Key message -it is important to praise the effort and not the attainment.
So how are we going to help children to have a Growth Mindset?
Through worship, Growth Mindset skills will be delivered and every week children will engage in specific Growth
Mindset learning.
Continuing to develop our use of talk partners in our learning.
Ensuring children have effective verbal and written feedback through ‘live marking’ during the learning process.
Adjusting teaching as a result of the assessment made on the previous day.
Children actively engaged in sharing their goals and challenges.
Celebrating mistakes.
Breaking down the objective into small steps (success criteria) so that children are clear what they have to do to
achieve the objective.
Shirley Clarke said, ‘We need to plan questions which are worthwhile – questions which develop and deepen
children’s understanding.’
“Tell me and I’ll forget; show me and I may remember; let me do it and I’ll understand.” Chinese proverb
We have decided to change the three certificates in Friday’s worship to be Growth Mindset certificates. So three
children will be chosen and these will appear on the newsletter with the reason why they have been chosen.
Tyndale Cluster Year 5 Maths Puzzle afternoon
Brains were buzzing last Wednesday when the Year 5s attended a Maths Puzzle Challenge afternoon at North Nibley.
Bea Smith has written a report:
Year 5 puzzle afternoon
On Wednesday the 16th of April, Year 5 travelled over to North Nibley school for an exciting puzzles afternoon.
We drove in staff cars (Thank you Mrs Priday, Miss Hunt, Mrs Prodger and Mrs Smith) to North Nibley primary school
at approx. 12:45. We all reached the school by 13:00. As the first children to arrive, we sat on a bench at the back of
the hall awaiting the lovely afternoon ahead of us.
Next to arrive were Year 5, Stone primary school. They too sat at the back of the hall whilst our instructor for the
afternoon –Rebecca- set up the hall. Followed by Stone were the North Nibley children, who had just come out of a
sunny lunchtime. Once everybody was there, we all arranged ourselves into groups of five and four, and stood
around a table. Rebecca then introduced us to our first activity, the penguin and the iceberg, for the activity we had
to place 20 penguins on a moving plastic iceberg that rotated on a blue plastic base. We had many other problems
and puzzles to solve including making a circuit using 20 felt pieces of ‘road’ and making a cube out of six differently
shaped purple pieces. The group I was in, with two girls called Annabel and Erin and a boy, managed to get to one of
the furthest puzzles: this was a mini version of a previous puzzle. We were the only group to get onto this puzzle.
The puzzles, that all of Coaley’s year 5’s struggled with was one with 36 different pieces. We had to put them all
together to make 4 separate 9 pieced squares. Another problem that we found tricky was one with dominoes (we
had to place them all together with the same colours next to each other in a complex shape). We had a lovely
afternoon with the sun shining and would like to thank everyone who made this possible.
By Beatrice Smith

Wear a hat day
Just before Easter the playgroup and school celebrated ‘Wear a hat day’ for brain tumour research we now have the
final total raised which was £151. Thank you for your generous donations I know that these will help so many people
and know that Gill would have loved the event.

Week 1/2 Class
Attendance:
Class 1 – 100%
Class 2 – 96.9%
Class 3 – 95.3%
Well done – Class 1

After School Clubs for Term 5
(Booster Learning Clubs- Invite only)
Monday - Curriculum Boosters
Tuesday – TBC
Wednesday – TBC
Thursday- ATLAS SPORTS CLUB KS2
Friday - ATLAS SPORTS CLUB KS1

Week 1/2 Values Certificates:
Class 1: Oliver Portlock
Class 2: Amelia Freeman
Class 3: Mia Griffith

Growth Mindset Certificates:
Class 1: Max Godbeer - Used a mistake in his work to improve and move his learning on.
Ben Jones - For his perseverance in his pattern work.
William Jones - For sharing and demonstrating super perseverance during a reading paper today.
Class 2: Jude Taylor - Worked really hard in his story telling this week. He challenged himself and used
adverbials.
Scarlett Young - For practicing her number lines in maths which helped her get better at them.
Lucas Radford - For working hard in maths. He said “it made his brain grow”.

Class 3: James Buffin - For having a “I will learn how to do this” attitude in all his work.
Martha Wilcox - Showing a positive attitude towards her learning by demonstrating that she can learn
from her mistakes.
Alex Kinsella – When considering what helps us learn he made the comment – “nothing is impossible”.

http://www.coaleyschool.org.uk/classes/class-1/class-1-newsletter-1
http://www.coaleyschool.org.uk/classes/class-2/class-2-newsletter-1
http://www.coaleyschool.org.uk/classes/class-3/class-2-newsletter

Dates for your diary for 2018
May Dates – Values- Perseverance and Courage
2nd May- Whole School trip to Bristol Hippodrome –David Walliams
2nd May-25th May KS1 SATs- Polite reminder-Holidays taken in this time are unauthorised, please do not take your
children out of school in May.
7Th May- Bank Holiday
8th May (Tuesday for this week only due to Bank Holiday)-drop-in’ @8:40-8:50 am
11th May- Celebration Worship @3:00 pm
11th May- Year 4 to attend “In the Net”. Internet Safety workshop at North Nibley School.
14th May-17th May KS2 SATs- Polite reminder-Holidays taken in this time are unauthorised, please do not take your
children out of school in May.
21st May -Drop-in @8:40-8:50 am
24th May- Open the Book
25th May- Last day of term
June dates-Values- Forgiveness and Justice
4th June –Term begins for children and staff
5th June –Year 6 Leavers @Gloucester Cathedral am
11th-15th June- Year 1 Phonic Screen Check and some Year 2’s.
11th June -Drop-in @8:40-8:50 am
11th June Sports Day- parent/carer picnic @12:15-1:15 pm- House Sports
12th June School Photographs- Classes, Year 6 Leavers and Team Sport photographs
15th June - Celebration Worship @3:00 pm
16th June- FOCS Coaleyfest on Coaley school field
20th June- Parent Forum @9:00-9:45am at school
21st June- Den Day in aid of Save the Children am
25th-29th June- Year 5 and Year 6 Cycling Proficiency
25th June- Drop-in @8:40-8:50 am
28th June -Open the Book
29th June- Celebration Worship @3:00 pm

July Dates
9th July- Drop-in @8:40-8:50 am
13th July- Celebration Worship @3:00 pm
18th July- Reports out to parents
24th July- last day of term for children Year 6 Leavers Service in School at 9:00am
25th July- INSET for staff
FOCS Future Events:
26th October- FOCS disco at the village hall
4th November- FOCS Fireworks on Coaley school field
7th December- FOCS Christmas Fayre at the village hall
Please note- Dates and times subject to change, we will update you as soon as possible.
Kind Regards,
Suzette Kearns
Headteacher
Coaley Church of England Academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects
all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
A copy of our Safeguarding Policy is available to view via the School Office.
Parent/Carer comment slip:
If you have any comments please complete the slip below and send into school in a sealed envelope for the
attention of Mrs Kearns.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

