
Katapult Future Fest 2018 drives positive societal 
change through exponential technologies and impact 
investing 
  
The three-day festival, taking place in Oslo between May 14th-16th, will 
explore how a better future society can be created for all 
  
Katapult Future Fest (WWW.katapult.tech/) is the global hub where entrepreneurs, 
changemakers, investors, thought leaders and companies come together to connect, 
discuss and collaborate towards a more sustainable and inclusive future. Founded in Oslo, 
a city whose startup scene is on the cusp of going global, Katapult Future Fest truly 
embodies Scandinavian values through its focus on impactful investment, epitomising 
Norway’s need to move beyond the ‘era of oil’ and look to generate valuable, measurable 
 impact from investments, alongside financial return. 
  
Created by EXP Group, a private investment company that invests in, innovates and builds 
companies that solve societal and environmental problems with exponential tech and 
good business, the non-profit movement differs greatly from the average conference. 
Event partners include PwC and Danske Bank. 
  
Following the success of its first festival in 2017 (70 speakers, 100 investors, 50 impact 
startups, and 500 participants), Katapult Future Fest (KFF18) is inviting the world to 
Norway’s capital from 14th-16th May, 2018, to take action towards a better future, focusing 
on how impact investing (investments made with the intention to generate a measurable, 

https://www.katapult.tech/


beneficial social or environmental impact alongside a financial return) and exponential 
technologies can create a better future society for all. The organisers believe that impact-
driven businesses have the potential to be more competitive and give better return on 
investments and the festival works toward driving this philosophy and changing the 
system so that all business and investing will be towards positive impact. 
  
This year’s festival looks to accelerate society’s success towards not only reaching, but 
also transcending the 17 Sustainable Development Goals delivered by The United Nations, 
focusing on six core topics: The Future of Learning, Health, Environment, Governance, 
Economy, and Food. It aims to do this by making sure every activity at KFF18 addresses 
one or more of these goals. 
  
Each of the six selected topics will be taken through a four-step model starting with a 
keynote presentation, continuing into an in-depth fireside chat and a panel discussion, 
before being rounded off in an all-engaging workshop with speakers and participants side 
by side. The goal of the festival is to answer the most important questions regarding the 
future of society, as well as to put impact investing and exponential technology firmly on 
the global agenda. 
  
Key speakers include: 
• Ali Shah, Head of Emerging Technology and Strategic Direction, BBC 
• Andreas Saari, CEO, Slush 
• Lisa Wang, Founder/CEO, SheWorx, listed in Forbes’ 2018 30 Under 30 
• Beena Ammanath, Founder at Humans For AI, Inc. 
• Navroop Sahdev, Research Associate, Centre for Blockchain Technologies, 

University College London 
• Ben Roome, Co-Founder, Ethical Resolve 
• Alán Aspuru Guzik, professor of Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Harvard 

  
Instead of creating just another conference, Katapult Future Fest takes the format of a 
festival with social activities, parties and entertainment. The idea behind this is to 
encourage people to meet in informal settings and have fun together while discussing 
important issues. By sharing experiences on a deeper level, stronger connections can be 
made and collaborations can arise. As such, in addition to the carefully designed 
conference program, participants are invited, in true Nordic style, to take part in social and 
collaborative activities, including an interactive room with transformative technology (VR 
and AR), yoga classes, mass meditation, sauna parties, concerts, a speakers' corner, and 
startup pitches. 
  
Nordic values and elements play an important role in Katapult Future Fest, which is why 
the event will take place in a venue that reflects and communicate these matters. 
Attendees can expect local food, outdoor activities, bonfires and parties under the stars. 
The festival aims to show Oslo to the rest of the world and put Norway on the map for 
impact and innovation. 
  

https://www.katapult.tech/speakers/ali-shah
https://www.katapult.tech/speakers/andreas-saari
https://www.katapult.tech/speakers/lisa-wang
https://www.katapult.tech/speakers/beena-ammanath
https://www.katapult.tech/speakers/navroop-sahdev
https://www.katapult.tech/speakers/ben-roome
https://www.katapult.tech/speakers/alan-aspuru-guzik


About Katapult Future Fest 
  
Katapult Future Fest believes in trust and collaboration between genders, cultures, 
expertise, working titles and generations. Therefore, participants are as engaged in 
creating the value and designing the program as the speakers, collaborators and team 
behind it. There are no VIPs or backstage areas. Whether an attendee is a Harvard 
professor, a well-known investor, or an impact-driven student, each voice and experience 
matters just as much. 
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