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This presentation is about Camp View Road, its history and its people. 

The road meets Sutton Road and Cambridge Road at a small three-way 

junction. A road of 45 small terraced houses, it was built on a former 

farm track belonging to Beaumonts Farm, owned by brewer and farmer 

Thomas Kinder. When the land was sold to Arthur Ekins and Francis 

Giffen in the late 19th century, Francis Giffen built most of the houses 

between 1901 and 1904. A few of the odd-numbered (37 to 45) houses 

were built slightly later; all were occupied in 1912. We have recently 

been alerted to the fact that the houses now numbered 72 and 74 Sutton 

Road are likely to have formed part of the Camp View Road development, 

although they do not appear to have been numbered as such.
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The short answer is that I live there. I realised that research methods we 

used in the Cambridge Road project could be applied elsewhere. When I 

showed my typed up lists of the Kelly’s Directory entries to Liz and Anne 

Marie, they agreed that a road which formerly had many long-standing 

residents merited further study. 

We formed a team with Keith and Anastasia and began work, supported 

by Mike when needed. Anne Marie and I are presenting our findings on 

behalf of the team. 
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We used the following resources:

• Kelly’s Directories [show picture of Kelly’s]
• Electoral registers from the 1930s, late 1940s and 1962 to 2002 [show picture of 

electoral register]
• The 1939 National Register, which provides information about the civilian 

population at the start of World War Two
• Work done by the SAHAAS World War One Home Front project [show picture of 

Home Front book cover]
• Various websites, in particular www.familysearch.org (the Mormon website) 

which shows birth, marriage and death records and census records up to the 
1911 census. www.findmypast.co.uk and www.ancestry.co.uk have provided 
more detail. The ‘Herts Burials and Memorials’ website has also been useful.

• Maps, photos and other documents gathered by Mike, our team and bodies 
such as St Albans Museum Service

• A meeting to which past and current residents were invited
• The recollections of past and present residents, gathered from interviews and 

emails.

We shall tell you about some of the early residents; the road during World War 
One; later residents’ occupations, stories and others’ memories of them; businesses 
that have operated from the road. We shall conclude with some thoughts about the 
road today.

We shall not talk in any detail about World War Two – the absence of records makes 
this difficult. Our presentation is based only on what we could prove through 
thorough cross-checking. Our speculations on possible bigamous marriages, for 
example, are not included! 
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Until the late 19th century, Fleetville was essentially rural (and remained outside 

the city boundary until 1913), but change was beginning as the various print firms 

moved out from London and Nicholson’s arrived from Manchester and started 

operations at The Beaumont Works.

The arrival of these new industries brought an influx of people and a need for new 

houses and shops. 
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The 1901 and 1911 censuses show us that the early residents came mostly from Hertfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and London. A few were already employed in printing or on the railways. 
Several worked in construction trades or as general labourers.

Those employed in tailoring came from all over England and even from Wales and Scotland. 
Some Nicholson’s employees followed the firm from Manchester. 

Bootmakers also came from further afield. Robert Nelson, for example, was born in Kings Lynn 
and worked in the shoe trade in Kettering before moving to Fleetville.

Elizabeth Thompson came from Newcastle and lived with her mother and eight children at 
number 8. What brought her here? Was it work? The three oldest children were working as a 
shorthand typist, book folder and a printer’s assistant. 

We found many examples of married couples coming from different parts of the UK. For example 
William Elias at no 10 was born in Carmarthen; his wife Alice in Maidstone. We can only 
speculate as to how such couples met.

These early residents generally had large families; one of the largest was the Corley family at 
number 6, where eleven people lived in 1911.

[show picture of the Corleys]

The first residents usually rented their houses, sometimes moving between houses as their 
needs changed or a more desirable house became available. The total number of residents in 
1911 was 119 adults and 72 under 14 year olds. 

6



World War One must have come as a rude interruption to these new arrivals. The 

1911 census indicates that around 20 residents were old enough to have enlisted.  

Some would have been eager to sign up; others would have worried about the impact 

on their families or their job security; many would never have been abroad. Some 

businesses were concerned about how their firms would survive without their 

employees. The cases of several men were brought before military tribunals, either 

on their own account or by their employers.

One such case was that of Harold Billington. In September 1916 29 year old Harold, a 

hat, cap and helmet presser with Days straw hat manufacturers, was charged with 

being an absentee from an artillery depot at Woolwich. On one side it was stated that 

Harold had been given a permit to remain in civilian employment; on the other that 

he was a deserter. Eventually the Mayor of St Albans gave Harold the benefit of the 

doubt.

Records indicate that Harold subsequently served in the Middlesex Regiment. After 

the war, he and his wife had more children, eight in total. In about 1933 they moved 

from number 34 to 32. Harold later worked as a bus conductor. He died in 1959 and 

Florence in 1975.
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Men from the road joined a variety of army regiments; a few served in the Royal 
Navy. We know of at least seven men who were either killed in action or died soon 
after the war. Two men died on 31 July 1917, the first day of the third battle of Ypres 
– Passchendaele.

One was William Payne, a printer, married to Mary Cannon, daughter of Elizabeth 
Thompson, who we mentioned earlier. William enlisted in Hertford and served in the 
Hertfordshire Regiment. He was 28 when he died; a son was born shortly before his 
death. He is commemorated on the Menin Gate memorial and a memorial to 
Campfield Press men in the Salvation Army building in Victoria Street. 

The other was Private Albert Rust, another printer, who served in the 12th Battalion, 
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). He is buried in Hooge Crater cemetery in 
Belgium. His wife Rebecca remained at 18 Camp View Road and later remarried. 

A further casualty was Harry Goodfellow, a Nicholson’s employee. In 1911 he was a 
boarder at number 28. Harry joined the Coldstream Guards in 1915 after appearing 
at a military tribunal. He survived the war, but died of influenza and pneumonia in 
April 1919. His name appears on the St Albans Roll of Honour; he is buried in Hatfield 
Road Cemetery. He left four children, the youngest born about six months after his 
death. 

The story of Camp View Road in wartime is probably much the same as any other St 
Albans road. With so many families directly involved the impact must have been 
deep and long-lasting.
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Official data collections show us what jobs people were doing and the industries 
that employed them (not usually their actual employer). Our residents appeared to 
start work at 14. Most married women were not working, especially those with 
young and school age children. 

Let’s look in more detail at what our adults were doing in 1911. 

Tailoring
The 1911 census shows us 18 CVR residents employed in tailoring; one tailor was 
self employed. Descriptions of occupations such as ‘Tailor’s Machiner in Raincoat 
Manufacture’, ‘Needlewoman in Raincoat Manufacture’, were common, suggesting 
that people probably worked for Nicholson’s. 

Shoe and Boot Making
Seven people were employed in boot making and one person was self employed. 
Did they work for Edwin Lee and Sons in Grosvenor Rd?  

Other early residents were employed as domestic servants, carmen (drivers of 
horse drawn vehicles), a coachbuilder, farm workers, groundsmen and general 
labourers (including one working at the gas works and one on the railways).  There 
were two butchers, a baker and a CVR grocer (we will mention him again later). A 
lad worked as a trainee case fitter for Arc Manufacturing and there was a nursery 
boy in an orchid nursery.

A favourite job title is “Roadsman Scavenger” employed by Herts County Council   -
would we call him a Road Sweeper today?!

We have a large hard working population in a mix of old and new industries. What 
changes will 1939 bring?
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Construction trades

It is hardly surprising given the house building going on that seven men 

worked as builders, decorators and carpenters.

The Printing Industry

Twelve folk, mostly men who had brought their trades with them from 

London, were employed in printing. A few women worked as book 

folders. By 1911 there were local lads with the job title ‘compositor’s 

boy and cleaner’. Their employers probably included Smiths and The 

Campfield Press.

10



As we mentioned earlier, the 1939 Register provides a snapshot of the 

civilian population of England and Wales at the start of World War Two. 

At first glance the road seems much quieter than in 1911. The ‘open’ 

Register shows 95 adults and 16 children (some of whom were probably 

evacuees), but the 100 year rule of keeping individual records secret 

means that some names are not visible. Many households are now 

adults only.

People continued to come to CVR for work. For example, the Martin 

family from Durham are at no 3 from 1936. 

Some of the industries are the same as in 1911, but there are also some 

new ones.

Smiths Printing closed in 1921, but there are still people employed in 

printing. Ernest How at no 31 is still a Printer’s Dispatch Clerk, the same 

job title as he had in 1911. 
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Nine men are employed in construction trades; eight are still working as labourers.  

There are no Carmen, but a Motor Driver for a Coat Manufacturer, a Lorry Driver and 

a Bus Conductor. The railways are still employing a few people, including one as a 

train driver.

Coat Manufacture and Tailoring still features as an employer, but we are now seeing 

Hosiery Linkers, a Runner on, a Machine Loader in Hosiery. Ballito is the new kid on 

the block! 

There is still an Orchid Grower and one person involved in bootmaking, painting the 

bottoms of shoes. There is also a machinist in a box factory. 

New occupations include Scientific Instrument Makers, draughtsmen, engineering 

machinists, toolmakers, electrical assemblers and a driller for aircraft. 
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As we have just heard, most residents went out to work, but there have always 

been some homeworkers. In the first half of the 20th century most made or 

repaired clothes, but there were also bootmakers such as Robert Nelson from 

1907-1935.

Edward Vanstone at 17 and Reuben Krimholtz at number 2 were tailors. Ethel 

Allen at 29 worked throughout the 1920s as a dressmaker.

The best-known tailor was Roye Curl at number 12, where the Curl family lived for 

about 80 years. Rita Swinson described him as: ‘quite a suave slim man with dark 

hair and glasses, brilliantined dark hair’. 

Roye’s skills were well known. Mick Moran said:  ‘he had a great big workshop at 

the back; it was massive and took up nearly the whole garden. He was very nice 

and friendly. I think he did mainly alterations, but if I was going somewhere 

special, I would ask him to press my clothes’. 
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The Cambridge Road / Sutton Road end of the road has always been home to shops 

and other businesses. 

Number 42 has been a shop from about 1906. The first shopkeeper was Leonard 

Mann, followed in 1909 by a relative, Richard Cusden, and then by Frank Haberfield. In 

1909 Leonard Mann is described in Kelly’s as working as a blacksmith at no 40. We 

have anecdotal evidence of a blacksmith nearby; this might explain the old horseshoes 

in the back garden of 36.

In 1912, Joseph Edward Haynes and his wife Clara took over. They may have previously 

run a shop from number 12. They ran a general store until Joseph’s death in 1937. 

Clara continued alone until about 1943. 

Gordon Price, well-known to many in the Camp and Fleetville areas, took over towards 

the end of World War Two and remained there until about 1974, the year he died. 

From the early 1920s to around World War Two, Kelly’s lists 42 and 44 together, and 

shows Mann (coachbuilders) as operating next to the general stores. In 1922 the 

company advertised themselves as selling caravans, farm carts, tradesmen’s vans and 

iron. 

From around 1940 the St Albans Co-operative Society Ltd operated twin shops next to 

Gordon Price, with two doors from one entrance leading to the butchers and the 

grocers. 

Rita Swinson remembers the Co-op well: ‘It had got everything you needed really. 
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Audrey Thomas [from number 40] used to sit in a sort of glass booth. She 

worked there, taking the money…. I think they sold similar things…. But 

I’m wondering if the Co-op did more packets of fresh cheeses and things 

like that, whereas Gordon did more tins of things and fruit and veg’. 

Latterly the shop at 42 was run by Shantilal and Shila Nagaria until the 

property was converted into flats in about 2000. Julie and Michael OShea

remember: ‘You could buy virtually anything there – bread, milk, butter. 

We used to go in there all the time…They were a nice couple’.

Number 44, renumbered as 2, Cambridge Road, was later shared by a 

tool hire shop and someone who made parts for horse boxes. Since 2007 

it has been the home of Brampton Interiors.  Facing these shops, at 

number 45, from first occupation in 1912 was Amos Ausden’s grocery 

shop and brother Reginald’s business as a motor car proprietor. 

Warwick’s grocery shop took over in 1928, followed in the 1930s by 

Stanley Hathaway’s grocery and later butchery businesses. The Warwick 

family returned in the 1960s, with the shop run by managers. Chris 

Argue, who lived at 36 in the 1970s, commented that: ‘I think it was one 

of those old ones, with old wooden slabs. I used to use it; I used to get all 

my stuff from there, sausages and things. It was quite good’.

From the late 1970s Guiseppe and Matia Zeferetti ran their businesses 

from 45. Mick Moran described the changes they made: ‘she ran a 

hairdresser’s shop and he had a fish and chip van..…. He converted 

number 45, the house and the business premises, into 45, 45a and 45b. 

45a was what had been the hairdressers and 45b was the garage where 

Guiseppe parked his van’.
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Some long-standing residents and their stories

As we mentioned earlier, several families lived in the road for many years. 

Ownership (or more likely tenancy) of houses sometimes passed from one 

generation to the next. Some families bought their rented property from their 

landlords. Long-standing residents include the Clarks at 28, Hows at 31 and the 

related Brockwell and Bone families at 13 and 15.

Some family stories

We have been privileged to talk to several former residents or people who 

remember them. We focus now on four family stories: Alice Carter, Daisy Enstone, 

the Grimes family and the Rances.

Memories of Alice Carter 

Sandra Crittenden shared her memories of the Carter Family, especially Alice:

“Alice was born on the 20th July 1914 and died in Houndswood House, Radlett on 

the 21st July 1997. She lived at 25 Camp View Rd for most of her adult life until 

1996 when she moved into the care home.

Alice worked at Childwickbury in the kitchens for Sir Blundell Maple of the 

furniture store in London, and she recalled having to relocate occasionally to the 

London house (like Downton) and going to near Slapton Sands in Devon during 

the summer.
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Later she joined the buses as a 'clippy', working many years with my dad. 

As for when she started on the buses, I'm not too sure but I feel certain it 

would have been around the end of the war as she worked with Dad right 

through the 50's until they became driver only operations on his 

route. Alice then went on the 325 route. She was a forthright person and 

stood no nonsense from her passengers and I recall her telling us how a 

young girl on the bus near Luton Hoo was being pestered by a male 

passenger, and he wouldn't leave her alone when Alice asked him to. 

Consequently she told him to get off the bus and when he did she stuck 

her hatpin in his backside! She worked there till she retired aged 60. She 

was a good cook and made many Christmas puddings for her friends over 

the years, as she had a big heart.”
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This newspaper cutting was spotted for sale on ebay by Chris Lyal, a former 

resident of CVR.  Daisy May Enstone, born Daisy May Graves, grew up at no 43. 

She married Cyril Enstone in 1935; as a result of her divorce settlement in 

February 1954 she became famous from Utah to Adelaide. Her story was reported 

in newspapers across the world, always using the heading on the photograph, 

often translated into the local currency.  The Herts Ad on 5th Feb 1954 has the 

heading “Husband to Pay Wife One Shilling a Year By Instalments of One Penny a 

Month at Her Request”.  She is listed on the electoral roll at no 43 until 1988.   
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The Rance family

The Rance family lived at number 16 from at least 1922. Frederick Rance and his 

wife Ivy had eight children between 1919 and 1934: six girls and two boys. Many 

of the daughters lived at 16 throughout their lives. Several interviewees offered 

descriptions of them. Julie OShea commented that: ‘they were all quite small. I 

remember at least two or three little ladies in headscarves and rollers, nipping 

about the place, very sprightly’.

When the house was sold in 2013, after 90+ years of continuous occupancy, only 

one sister was still living.

There is some uncertainty about the occupations of family members, with 

suggestions that they may have worked for Marconi. Does anyone know?
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The Grimes family

Rita Swinson (born Rita Grimes) grew up at number 34; her grandmother Alice 

Grimes (her father’s mother) lived at 26. Rita remembers the kitchen at 26 and 

vividly recalls ‘the smell of frying bacon, which doesn’t really ever smell like that 

any more’. At 34, Rita remembers that the family lived mainly in the back room; 

there was an open fire in that room and, at Christmas, in the little used front 

room. Rita recalls her father doing various DIY jobs in the house, including 

building a bathroom and a garden shed which is still standing today, though the 

bathroom has been replaced. She told us how one day her mother went out 

leaving her Dad doing some work in the front room: ‘when she came back he had 

made a hole just in front of the front door and she didn’t know it was there and 

fell down the hole’.

Rita shared many happy memories of growing up in number 34, including her 

mother making outfits for her to wear at fancy dress events at Camp School and 

the excitement on Christmas Day when her two grandmothers and other relatives 

arrived.
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In some ways Camp View Road has changed a lot in its 110 year history; in other 

ways it remains the same.  It is still a road predominantly of ‘incomers’ from all over 

the UK and beyond, much as in the early 20th century. Today most people own their 

houses, though a few are rented. Many have been changed internally to meet their 

occupants’ needs. Recently houses have gained loft extensions as people require 

more space. Camp View Road keeps the builders busy!

Despite the apparent desire for additional space, there are far fewer residents than 

100 years ago. A rough estimate would be 90-100 people, perhaps around 80 adults 

and about 15 children.

Jobs have changed too; there are many public sector workers and some working in 

newer occupations such as the travel business. Several people work from home in 

jobs based on the facility to work remotely from a base elsewhere. 

Generally the road remains quietly neighbourly. Sheila Bond remembers her mother 

Julia Murray’s friendships with Em Hobbs, Florrie Rolfe and the Tompkinsons when 

she lived at No 31 in the 80s. For the Bennett family from Walsall, the road in which 

Florence Bennett was born in 1932 made its mark despite only a short stay here. On 

their return in March they had a happy day which included taking pictures outside 

the house of Florence’s birth.
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Sophie and Oskar Breach, resident since 2013, said that: ‘this area is 

ideal…. There are so many different playgrounds and lovely community 

events… We feel very settled – it’s nice to have put our daughter into 

school somewhere where we feel we actually want to stay’.

Like the city of which Camp View Road has been a part for 100+ years, 

family sizes, occupations and the ways in which people use and adapt 

their houses have all changed. What will have changed in another 100 

years? 
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