Living in Dundonald
and Comber
A Lagan Homes Area Guide

Strangford Lough

What to Expect
Dundonald is an increasingly in-demand suburb beside East Belfast.
Its name is derived from a 12th century Norman fort, or Dún, that stood
in the town. One of the largest in Ireland, the hill on which the fort was
constructed still exists today, more popularly known as Dundonald Moat.
Once considered a small village, Dundonald’s population has grown
rapidly, and an abundance of recreational facilities and family-friendly
amenities have emerged to cater to the blossoming community.
As a result, Dundonald now blends idyllic Country Down countryside
with convenience and quick links to Belfast city.
Comber is a small neighbouring County Down town, nestled between
Newtownards and Dundonald at the northern side of Strangford Lough.
The area enjoys a rich and eclectic history, known for (amongst other
things) being the birthplace of Thomas Andrews, designer of the RMS
Titanic, and the home of old Comber whiskey, which was last distilled
in 1956. Originally a centre for linen production, this old market town
is now the perfect location for commuters to the capital, who can also
enjoy the tranquillity of the country and the comfort of nearby amenities.
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Getting Around
By Bus: For inhabitants of Dundonald, there are a number
of bus services that operate between the area and Belfast,
including the 5, 10 and 9b. Residents of Lagan Homes’
Millmount Village development can avail of the 19a Metro
service. All journeys take approximately 20 minutes.
The 11/511 services a number of stops in Comber,
providing links to city centre.
By Car: The A20 will bring drivers from Dundonald to Belfast
in under 30 minutes, depending on traffic! Commuters from
Comber can take the A22 for a journey of a similar length.
By Air: George Best City Airport is accessible by bus and
car and is less than 6 miles from Dundonald and 8 from
Comber, working out at a travel time of just over 20 minutes.
Belfast International, Northern Ireland’s largest airport,
is just under an hour away.
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Things to Do
Dundonald is the perfect location for family days out and date nights!
The Ice Bowl has long been a staple of countless childhoods, playing
host to the fantasy jungle themed play kingdom “Indiana Land”,
ten pin bowling and Northern Ireland’s only public Olympic size ice rink.
Only a stone’s throw away, you can enjoy Florida-style adventure golf at
the 36-hole Pirates Adventure Golf complex, or take a trip to Eastpoint
Entertainment Village. It offers an eight screen Omniplex cinema, a
children’s indoor play centre and restaurants including Wolfes and
Blue Chicago Grill – known for their gourmet burgers!
In Comber, Castle Espie is a wetland reserve on the banks of Strangford
Lough. It holds Ireland’s largest collection of exotic waterbirds, bats and
migrant birds. In addition to the amazing wildlife, you can also join in a
variety of workshops and events, from bird watch morning to guided feeds.
Enjoy a variety of walking trails, or stop by the outdoor duckery, which
is open all year round. The Comber Farmer’s Market is held on the first
Thursday of every month, and showcases beautiful local and seasonal
produce, from bread and cheese, to fruit and vegetables, to oils and
sauces – and not forgetting the famous Comber potato!
Another jewel in the crown of these localities is the Comber Greenway.
This is a 7 mile traffic free section of the National Cycle Network that
connects Comber to Belfast, by following the old railway line which closed
in 1950. From Comber, to Dundonald to the Holywood Arches, to Belfast,
cyclists can enjoy an abundance of scenic views, including the Harland &
Wolff cranes, the parliament buildings at Stormont and the Belfast Hills.
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A unique dining delight in the area is the Secret Garden
restaurant at Dundonald Nurseries, a garden centre bistro
with a vaulted ceiling and beautiful countryside views.
The Old Schoolhouse Inn is surrounded by the beautiful
scenery of Strangford Lough and serves award winning
local-sourced food, while Binky’s is an American-style coffee
shop that offers decadent pancakes and pastries along
with some healthier brunch options, salads and sandwiches!
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In nearby Comber, Farmageddon Brewery is the home brewing
project of 7 friends that has evolved into a co-operatively owned
craft brewery. The core range is made up of 4 excellent beers –
and a limited-edition beer is released every 6-8 weeks to keep
it interesting. These beers can be find in a number of local
bars, including McBrides, the Old Comber Wineyard and the
Old Schoolhouse Inn! In terms of dining, the Poacher’s Pocket
specialises in dry-aged steaks, seafood steaks and proper
pub grub. The Peppercorn Bistro, meanwhile, are known
for their lavish afternoon teas!

5 Reasons to Live in Lisburn

Schools
Comber benefits from a variety of wellregarded education options for parents of
young children. Andrews Memorial, St Mary’s
and Comber Primary School all provide
well-rounded learning environments that are
complemented by plenty of extracurricular
activities and clubs. In Dundonald, Dundonald
Primary School is a high performer in league
tables, as is the nearby Brooklands Primary.
For older students, Nendrum College is a
popular choice located on the Darragh Road
in Comber, and Regent House in Newtownards
is top performer. Slightly further out towards
East Belfast Grosvenor Grammar School is an
equally appealing option, while Strathearn and
Bloomfield Collegiate are very reputable all-girls
schools, as is Campbell College for boys.
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If you’re interested in living
in Comber or Dundonald,
Lagan Homes have a number
of developments available.
We specialise in building high-quality homes, and
have done for over 30 years.

Lagan Homes (Lisburn) Ltd
19 Clarendon Road
Belfast BT1 3BG
Telephone 028 9026 1026
Email laganhomes@lagan-group.com
www.laganhomes.com

Providing Buildmark
insurance and warranty
cover for your new home.

www.consumercodeforhomebuilders.com
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