Living in Newtownards

Mount Stewart

What to Expect
The town of Newtownards lies at the most northern tip of Strangford
Lough, on the Ards Peninsula. Initially intended to be a port, the shallow
mud of the lough meant that it instead became a market town, and the
landmark Market House in Conway Square was constructed in 1770. That
same market still operates today on a weekly basis!
A large town steeped in heritage and culture, Newtownards is overlooked by
Scrabo Tower, a 100 foot high monument to Charles Stewart in recognition
of his attempts to alleviate the suffering of his tenants during the potato
famine. It is surrounded by scenic countryside and parks perfect for
woodland walks.
In the town centre, there is an abundance of small, family-run businesses
from butchers, to bakeries. Newtownards also has a reputation for arts and
crafts; Ards Crafts is a design centre that runs an eclectic programme of
events throughout the year and has a variety of ceramics, pottery, glass,
textiles and jewellery for sale.
Nearby Strangford Lough offers a wealth of family friendly attractions. You
can choose to do anything from sailing and kayaking, to canoeing and kite
surfing! If you prefer a more relaxed pace, you have the opportunity to hold a
starfish, hand paint a piece of pottery, or enjoy a steam train ride.
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Getting Around
By Rail: The nearest rail station is in the
neighbouring town of Bangor, and is serviced
by a short bus journey from Newtownards.
From there, you can reach Belfast in less than
30 minutes, and Newry in only an hour and a half!
By Car: Ards can be accessed from Belfast along
the A20 within half an hour, while the A21 will bring
you to Bangor in less than ten minutes!
By Air: Belfast International Airport is 45 minutes
away by car, and Northern Ireland’s largest airport,
with 12 airlines operating within its base. George Best
Belfast City Airport is accessible by train and just a
30 minute drive by car. 7 main airlines operate regular
scheduled and charter flights to and from the airport.
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Things to Do
Newtownards’ cultural history dates back to the 6th century with Movilla
Abbey. One of Ulster’s most important monasteries, it possesses the best
collection of 13th century coffin lids. Kearney Cottage is another piece of
perfectly preserved history. Owned by the National Trust, it has been restored
to give the authenticity of a 19th century traditional fishing village and enjoys
beautiful views across to Scotland. The Somme Museum, meanwhile,
provides exhibitions, displays and information on Ireland’s contribution
to the First World War, with particular reference to the Battle of the Somme.
Newtownards also boasts a thriving local arts scene. Ards Arts Centre is
a former Georgian House that holds exhibitions, performances, art classes
and lectures. It’s also home to Avalon Guitars, the leading makers of premium
customer acoustic guitars in the UK and Ireland. You can take the Avalon
pilgrimage to see the mastery and skill of Avalon’s luthiers as they transform
various woods into beautiful instruments!
Ards Shopping Centre provides the town’s main retail options, including
fashion, homeware, grocery and technology. Wardens of Newtownards
is a department store that serves as a piece of the town’s heritage in itself.
Established in 1877, the store has evolved over the past 135 years from a
small hardware shop, to multiple departments over 4 floors. Newtownards
market takes place every Saturday and has a variety of stalls, including
local fruit and vegetables, seafood, meat, flowers and plants.
Plenty of parks and green spaces are another significant benefit to living in
Newtownards. Kiltonga Nature Reserve incorporates a lakeside pathway
along which you can watch a variety of birds, such as swans, mallards,
moorhens and coots. There is also an observation area from which you can
view the wildlife. The country park surrounding Scrabo boasts breath-taking
views over Strangford Lough. There are also plenty of paths through
Killynether Wood and around the disused quarries, which lends the area
a strong sense of scenic tranquillity.

Food & Drink
Newtownards has a thriving café culture. Haptik
is a Melbourne influenced contemporary art
space and artisan coffee bar that also includes
a gallery and art studio space. Cafolla’s Café
is an Ards institution, known and loved for its
Saturday morning breakfasts and cinnamon buns.
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The Bay restaurant at Mount Stewart House offers
an impeccably high standard of creative cuisine
that makes the most of local and seasonal
produce. They use the National Trust Cookbook
as well as local recipes to create an enticing menu
for all visitors.
Molly Brown’s is an award-winning restaurant that
also favours locally sourced ingredients and offers
their famous ‘Black Rock Grill Steaks’ which allow
you to cook your own steak at your table on a
volcanic stone!
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Schools
Regent House Grammar
School is a co-educational
grammar school that
performs consistently well
in league tables, while Our
Lady and St Patrick’s College
is equally acclaimed and less
than 20 minutes away.
Newtownards Model Primary
School, Victoria Primary
School and St. Finian’s
are also well recognised
for younger children.
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If you’re interested in
living in Newtownards,
Lagan Homes have a number
of developments available.
We specialise in building high-quality homes, and
have done for over 30 years.

Lagan Homes (Lisburn) Ltd
19 Clarendon Road
Belfast BT1 3BG
Telephone 028 9026 1026
Email laganhomes@lagan-group.com
www.laganhomes.com

Providing Buildmark
insurance and warranty
cover for your new home.

www.consumercodeforhomebuilders.com
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