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The 486 MINA EL HOSN 
project conceived by LAN 
Architecture will offer the city  
of Beirut a new vision of itself. p.3
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A
s we well know, every 
city is singular.  
Yet clearly some are 
more so than others. 
Beirut is a unique 
urban phenomenon, 

literally inhabited by its history, and 
with each successive war or occupa-
tion finding the strength to combat 
its disappearance. The 486 MINA EL 
HOSN, the ‘mirror-tower’ designed 
by LAN, is to be built in the port 
area, opposite the Murr Tower, the 
shell-riddled building that has come 
to symbolise the civil war. The tower 
is absolutely novel in concept: the 
building’s skin will reflect the city sur-
rounding it. One will be able to see it 
from everywhere, and everywhere one’s 
view will bounce off its mobile surface 
into the surrounding city, showing 
Beirut in all its myriad facets. And of 
course behind this innovative techno-
logy lies a guiding idea: the impressive 
outline of 486 MINA EL HOSN, 
soaring above the skyline, will enable 
a kind of moving and poetic visual 
reconstitution of the city – a way of 
making Beirut itself, its light, diversity, 
districts and cultures, the tower’s very 
substance. The risk lay in constructing 
a new monument, a new prisoner of 
the city’s oppressive memory.  
True, the tower recreates the diverse 
histories and cultures that have made 
and are still making the city, but 
the building is a living, animated, 
changing entity. Its envelope will be 
an integral part of the city’s physical 
reality, giving it back a body, reflecting 
its myriad facts. In doing so, it will 
open up an invisible inner space, strike 
chords within us, almost effacing itself 
to become an active agent in Beirut’s 
reconciliation with itself. 

Editorial
By Gus Lajo

The city 
that 
wouldn’t 
disappear 

the event

Analysis

Identification 
of a city
What is a city? Talking about Beirut, one has to consider  
not a single context but a multiplicity of contexts.

religious faiths  - 
Lebanon officially recognises 18 religious faiths: 
Alaouites, Armenian Orthodox and Armenian 
Catholics, Assyrians, Latin-rite Catholics, 
Chaldean Catholics, Chiites, Copts, Druzes,  
Greek Orthodox, Greek Catholics (Melkites), 
Ismaelians, Jews, Maronites, Protestants, Sunnites, 
Syriac Orthodox, Syriac Catholics.

18

Palais de Tokyo - 15th July 2009
The design for 486 Mina El Hosn  

by Paris-based LAN Architecture 
has been revealed on the 15th 

of July in Paris during 
a private presentation.

Aerial view of Beirut 
with the insertion 
of the Tower that 
promises to give a 
new impact on the 
skyline of the city.

At the outset, there are evidently the multi-
plicity, plurality and divisions that are part 
of the city’s very substance. With the passing 
years, Beirut has metabolised the communi-
ties that have forged Lebanon’s exceptional 
and tumultuous life into its urban structure, 
providing a geography and territory for all, 

each with their own lifestyle, culture and 
architecture. One only has to cross the city 
from north to south or east-west to savour the 
many perfumes of this unique assemblage.  
At a distance of hardly a kilometre, one some-
times has the impression of being at the other 
end of the world.
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TEAM: LAN Architecture  
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In a district already occupied by 
high-rise buildings, there was never 
question of merely building ano-
ther tower, but rather of fashioning 
a new urban space, combining pri-
vate habitat and public circulation, 
verticality and horizontality. The 
486 MINA EL HOSN project is 
composed of three elements: 

The Tower proper is the 
project’s central and most visible 
element. The novel design of its 
mirror-envelope reflects views 
of the city back towards the city, 
enabling a visual reconstruction of 
its manifold identity. 

The Base of the tower provides 
its residents with a public space 
playing with horizontality to create 
circulation and meeting places on a 
human scale, including a shopping 
mall, a public roof garden and 
pedestrian alleys.

The five Blocks are interme-
diary residential spaces, imagined 
on the model of the oriental house. 
Acting as an interface between the 
project’s two other elements, they 
play on the dichotomy between 
exterior and interior.

Location - 486 Mina El Hosn

« The 486 MINA EL HOSN 
is set in an area near the port 
close to the Marina and the 
Solidere district, on a plot 
flanked by Fakhreddine Street 
and Omar Daouk Street. »

The Concept

Technical
Information
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Project Information

From private to public,  
from vertical to horizontal

The Tower
The other side
of the mirror.

The Blocks
Imagining 
tradition.

The Base
Recreating 
a public space.
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T
he tower is the cen-
tral element of 486  
MINA EL HOSN. 
Its insertion in a dis-

trict already populated with 
towers and steeped in history and  
symbols, prompted an in-depth 
reflexion on the project’s mea-
ning. It was particularly neces-
sary to create a dialogue with 
the Murr Tower, a monumental 
vestige of the civil war and one  

The concept

Un unusual 
journey 
through 
the city
More than a tower:  
an urban experience.

The choice of fourteen reflection 
points enables observers to com-
pose their own journey through 
the heart of the city in different 
seasons and light conditions. 
Thus simply strolling around 
the tower becomes a veritable 
urban experience, a walk through 
Beirut’s riches and diversity, 
a narrative thread unwinding 
through sequences structured 
almost cinematically.

« Windows on Beirut » conceptual axonometric view
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Context and analysis

The other side 
of the mirror
The project’s central element, the tower,
enables a visual reinvention of the city.  

1 - Syrian protestant college

2 - French protestant college

3 - Druze community

4 - Sanayeh garden

5 - Marina

6 - Etoile area

7 - Serail clock tower

8 - BTC

9 - City center

10 - Barakat building

of the city’s iconic symbols. 
But one had to go further than 
this, to remove the tower from 
its immediate physical sur-
roundings and integrate it into  
a broader environment encom-
passing the entire city, yet do this 
without resorting to gigantism. 
Hence the fundamental idea of 
‘meta-territory’ which led to the 
concept of the tower’s envelope 
as a means of visually reinven-
ting the city, visually reconnec-
ting urban elements beyond the 
tower’s immediate physical and 
material surroundings The re-
sult is an immaterial, constantly 
changing object, an architecture 
of lightness, glass and finely hat-
ched steel whose game consists 
in effacing the building’s tangible 
limits by rendering the perception 
of a solid object superfluous wi-
thin the poetics of the blurred and  
evanescent. The city of Beirut, his-
torically marked by division, can 
also see the tower as an animated 
mirror reflecting its living and tor-
mented history and geography. 

the detail

The tower shows as a catalyser 
of the city, it restores the 
concentration of history, 
culture and spaces within a 
heterogeneous context.
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11 - St Joseph University

12 - Khodr (ex-quarantaine)

13 - The “museum passage”

14 - Achrafiye hill



Apartement typologies

T
he building, 142 me-
tres high, its structu-
red around a cruci-
form volume sheathed 

by a solar protection based on a 
25x25m square unit. The facades 
of the volume at the heart of the 
tower are in black concrete, and 
the design of the openings follows 
the functional logic of the living 
units. The exterior skin consists of 
sliding perforated sheet metal pa-
nels with a mirror finish, acting as 

reflectors and protection against 
heat but also allowing light to en-
ter. Our vision of the tower is re-
flected away to other parts of the 
city but can also penetrate within.  
The tower’s cross-shaped ground 
plan frees its corners and imbues 
it with lightness and evanescence.  
Its limits are effaced and only the 
building’s core has substance.  
Depending on the play of natural 
light and viewpoints, the tower 
can physically reinvent itself  

The JOURNAL5. The Tower
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Structure

Interior, 
exterior:
effacing 
limits 

Contrary to the purpose of a monument,  
a “see-through” tower.

in the changing light and points  
of view. The BankMed Founda-
tion will occupy the tower’s first six  
levels, with an access from the 
street. The entrance hall to the 
apartments, imbricated at double 
height, enables access from the ba-
se’s inner street. 
There is a service level between the 
foundation and apartment levels. 
The surface areas of the 20 apart-
ments (duplex and triplex) range 
from 750 to 1200 m². 
A lift provides direct access to each 
apartment, which are ent red via  
a ‘lobby’ acting as a filter between 
public and private spaces. 
The apartment layout consists of 
a main living room of around 85 
m² occupying one quadrant of the 
cross, with a smaller living room 
functioning as a reading room, 
contiguous to a more intimate 
‘family room’. The dining room 
is located on the opposite side 
to the living room, next to the 
servants’ spaces. Each apartment 
has two terraces, extensions of 
the dining room and living room.  
To make this possible, the cor-
ners of the tower were emptied to 
give the ensemble more lightness. 
These triple-height terraces pro-
vide optimum views of the city, 
sea and sky. Each level is charac-
terised by maximum flexibility 
and circulation around the core.  
A system of movable partitions 
and sliding doors enables the ope-
ning up of all the interior spaces 
and increased views of the apart-
ment as a whole.

TOUR - Duplex type 1

TOUR - Duplex type 2

TOUR - Type 3

TOUR - Penthouse
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the detail

The skin
The exterior skin consists of 
sliding perforated sheet stainless 
steel panels with a mirror finish, 
acting as reflectors and protection 
against heat but also allowing 
light to enter. Our vision of the 
tower is reflected away to other 
parts of the city but can also 
penetrate within.

Façade cartography

EAST NORTH

WEST SOUTH



Reflection study

T
he tower has four façades, 140 metres high and 25 metres 
wide. The aim was to precisely orientate over 30,000 fa-
cets of identical size so that the tower can reflect some of  
Beirut’s monuments and remarkable districts, and that 

these reflections should be visible from precise areas of the city. The re-
maining facets are orientated to produce smooth transitions between 
these panoramic viewpoints. When light encounters a reflective sur-
face, it is reflected according to its angle of incidence on that surface.  
The principle of the reflective facade consisted in globally defining the 
orientation of each facet of the cylinder’s surface to create the desired 
reflection.  Working with specialists in this field, we produced an auto-
mated 3D tool enabling us to visualise different instances of the facade  
by changing viewpoints at will, both the reflective area and the position  
of the reflected images on the tower.

The JOURNAL7. The Tower
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The Tower’s technology 

The Beirut’s  
30,000 facets 

The tower’s envelope enables one to compose  
an unusual journey through the city.

Axonométrie

Plan

Light studyLe système que nous établissons consiste
en trois élément distincts:
- le point d’observateur (symbolisé par l’œil)
- l’objet réfléchi (symbolisé par le cube)
- la surface de réflection (ici un cylindre)

Ces tangentes permettent de contenir une
zone pouvant à la fois refléter l’objet et être
vue par l’observateur.

Nous commençons par réduire la zone de réflexion 
verticalement. Ensuite nous répartissons regulièrement 
des facettes sur la surface définie. Le champ demeure 
considérablement large.

Dans un dernier temps, nous orientons les facettes 
de manière de à ne refléter que l’objet concerné 
à la dimension souhaitée.
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R
esidential living concerns lay at the heart of LAN’s  
project, which for the blocks drew inspiration from  
various modalities of Mediterranean habitat. It was a  
question both of providing a truly appropriable archi-

tecture, in harmony with contemporary lifestyles, and of revisi- 
ting historic  filiations, in essence, of reinventing tradition. Oriental 
patio houses, in the extraordinary relationship between exterior and  
interior that they manage to create, provide a generous living space  
rich in possibilities. 
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Apartment

Reinventing 
an oriental 
habitat
The five 35,000 m² residential  
buildings were imagined as a series  
of houses arranged vertically  

01
level 1 / 5 
1 apartment/floor: 416m2 floor area
level 6 / 15 
1 apartment/floor: 370m2 floor area

The Blocks 
Superficies

the detail

The lobby
The lobby is in direct contact with the core’s  
noble access, dividing the floor in day and  
night program units.  

Plans

THE LOBBY

THE PATIO

HIVER

ÉTÉ

02
level 1 / 9 
1 apartment/floor: 436m2 floor area
level 10 / 20 
1 apartment/floor: 317m2 floor area

03
level 1 / 9 
2 apartments/floor: 364m2 floor area
level 10 / 18 
1 apartment/floor: 370m2 floor area

04
level 1 / 9 
2 apartments/floor: 311m2 floor area
level 10 / 20 
1 apartment/floor: 398m2 floor area

05
BankMed offices
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the detail

The higher part of the cluster 
shifts backwards to adapt 
to the scale of the BASIS  
and building restrictions.

LAN
Umberto Napolitano

« The Cluster 
Houses 
materialize  
the contextual 
and typological 
concept, by  
their very 
mineral look, 
literally  
a continuity  
of the city  
of Beirut. »

East Façades Block 2
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Climate

Including 
the climate
The environmental question  
was not addressed as a constraint 
(compliance with standards) but 
as an opportunity, a possibility 
for creation. The local climate 
was studied in detail to take 
advantage of its main features,  
of the sun as a source of light 
and heat and the wind as a 
means of cooling and ventilation. 
Taking the climate into account 
enabled a broadening of the 

Sun and wind study

Sections

WINTER SEQUENCE SUMMER SEQUENCE

E
ach apartment is based on a domestic sequence of succes-
sive and overlapping interior and exterior spaces, structu-
red around a central lobby acting as a natural ventilation of 
these spaces and providing access to the rooms. The patio 

gives a framed view of the city and becomes entirely modular. Using 
pivoting partitions, the apartment can be opened up during the cold 
months and protected from the summer heat, without confining its oc-
cupants within. The facades are clad with a lightweight structural skin 
in Ductal, providing generous interiors and a subtle interplay between 
light and shade. 

Strategy

With the 
changing season 
Private apartments  
adapted to the local climate.

field of reflection to include the 
relationships between spaces 
and their uses, the sole means 
of integrating the environment, 
man and architecture. To achieve 
this, we based our solutions on 
a series of studies: the access 
of exterior spaces to light, the 
reflective potential of the blocks 
on the tower and shadows 
cast by the ensemble on itself 
and its surroundings, access to 
light in terms of use (types of 
space, room depth, occupation, 
etc.), the ‘facets’ of the tower’s 
envelope, the possibility of 
creating variable solar protection 
adapted to orientation, the effects 
of wind on living units and 
exterior spaces, etc.

Direct solar radiation
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The art
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the detail

Interface
The base is a genuine interface 
between the different elements 
composing the project. 

New green strips

Plot

An elegy of 
vegetation
Or how to take over  
the existing.

The base was conceived as 
a green environment recalling 
the plot’s original state. 
The base has green belts 
linking the terrain’s various 
differences in level, with three 
levels corresponding to levels 
0.4 and 8 in relation to the 
streets bordering the plot. These 
altimetric differences are linked 
north-south via a carefully 
designed and planted roof 
walk, and east-west via streets 
connecting to the surrounding 
network of streets.   

LAN -
Umberto Napolitano

« Located on one 
of the city’s few 
green belts, the 
project has taken 
this specificity 
into account  
by ensuring  
that it respects  
the terrain’s 
natural slopes  
and differences  
in level. »

The JOURNAL13. The Base
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Topography

Recreating
a public space   
Commercial units, a roof garden, and pedestrian 
alleys: the tower’s base opens up a circulation 
area for the inhabitants of Beirut. 

O
ne of the project’s stakes was to materialise the renaissance 
of public and shared spaces in Beirut, after years of in-
ter-community conflict for the control of city territory.  
Today, the development of new places of exchange (bu-

siness centres, large hotels, etc.) is accompanying the modernisation of  
Lebanese society and its insertion into the global economy. The base’s 
three levels form a 10,000 m² ensemble of commercial units ranging 
from 300 to 1,200 m², a public roof garden and pedestrian alleys,  
inspired by Beirut’s traditional urban morphology. Located on one 
of the city’s few green belts, the project has taken this specificity into  
account by ensuring that it respects the terrain’s natural slopes and dif-
ferences in level. 

Axonometries

N-S CONNECTION + PUBLIC PLACE GREEN ZONE + ACCESS TO RESIDENCES PLOT INSCRIPTION

ALTIMETRY FOLDED ALTIMETRY TERRACED ALTIMETRY



Axonometry

B
etween the base’s green belts, a network of streets enables 
pedestrian circulation, bordered by shops and a variety 
of public spaces (squares, arcades, a gallery, terraces).  
The aim was for the architecture of the shops to  

recreate the bustling streets of traditional oriental markets and 
their reduced visual perspectives. This deliberately confined public 
pedestrian area is conducive to meetings and favours visual sensa-
tions and speech.

The JOURNAL14. The Base
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Topography

Evocation 
of the Medina  
The pedestrian alleys takes inspiration  
from the traditional oriental market. 

the detail

3

0 / 4 / 8
Levels
The base’s three levels form a 10,000 
m² ensemble of commercial units.

Levels streets bordering the plot
These altimetric differences are  
linked north-south via a carefully 
designed and planted roof  
walk, and east-west via streets 
connecting to the surrounding 
network of streets.

The Base 
Informations

Sensorial experience 
The multiplicity of itineraries, views, 
different depths of field and framings, 
exacerbated by the interplay of levels, 
helps produce unexpected sensorial events, 
which accompany the walker or access 
to shops and living units.  

PUBLIC SPACES

NORTH SOUTH PROMENADE

NOMENCLATURE
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The path
The aim was for the architecture  
of the shops to recreate the 
bustling streets of traditional 
oriental markets and their reduced 
visual perspectives. 

the detail

LAN - Benoît Jallon

« Gaps, set-back and  
shifting volumes liven up the 
basis by its interesting light  
and shadow effects. »



09-2009
RECENT AWARDS 

- The International Architecture 
Awards for 2009 
- Archi-Bau Awards 2009
Green Building
- XII World Triennial 
of Architecture, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Special Prize
- XII World Triennial 
of Architecture, Sofia, Bulgaria 
Book & Magazines
- Saie Selection 09 Awards 
Concrete

01-2009
COMPANY HEADQUARTERS 
MARCHESINI FRANCE 
SAINT MESMES

The Company Headquarters 
Marchesini France is completed. 
First snapshots have been taken  
by Jean-Marie Monthiers  
on a snowing day
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Studio News

09-2008
NEUE HAMBURGER 
TERRASSEN

LAN Architecture won 
the competition NEUE 
HAMBURGER TERRASSEN 
organized by IBA HAMBURG 
2013 (Internationale 
Bauausstellung) for a new 
residential area in Hamburg

09-2008
‘YOU CAN BE YOUNG 
AND AN ARCHITECT’
based on a true story 
of LAN Architecture
BOOK RELEASE

Finally available in bookshop  
“you can be young and an 
architect” is edited in French, 
Italian and English and  
diffused in Europe.  
Publisher Ante Prima / AAM 
Bruxelles / Silvana Editoriale

Contact

For press inquires please  
call or write to:
Margherita Ratti
+33 1 43 70 00 60
mr@lan-paris.com

10-2009
‘WELCOME 
TO SAINT-MESMES’
BOOK RELEASE

A monographic book illustrating 
the complete building process 
of the Marchesini France 
headquarters and its narrow 
relation with the surrounding 
landscape

10-2009
EDF ARCHIVE  
CENTER FACADE

The façade prototype of the EDF 
Archive Center has been delivered 
on the construction site.
Prefabricated elevation concrete 
panels (8cm thick) with stainless 
steel studs incorporated.
The elevation will incorporate  
a total of 100,000 stainless  
steel studs
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