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Euravenir Tower

Lille

Technical information:

PROGRAM: Construction of an office and retail
building

PLANNER: SPL EURALILLE

PROJECT MANAGER: Sogeprom, Projectim
INVESTOR: Groupe IRD

ADDRESS: EURALILLE, ZAC du centre international
d'affaires des gares, Lot 4.1-A, France

BUDGET: € 5.9 M excl. VAT

NET SURFACE AREA: 3 486 m?

PROJECT TIMELINE: 2010 -2014

TEAM: LAN Architecture (Commissioned architects),
Egis (Project supervisor), Act Environnement
(Environmental consultant), I0SIS (All trades
engineering), Elioth (facades), Flandres Acoustique
(Acoustics)

BUILDER: SPIE (General Contractor)

s The Euravenir tower
F-n~ce  eCeived the "Prix de
‘ I'immobilier d'entreprise
arion (OMABTP) / Pyramides
E

FEDER
immasiiens d'or 2014" Prize.

The Euravenir Tower stands on the last
undeveloped parcel of Phase One of the Eurallle
Area, occupying a strategic position close

to the major points of Lille’s infrastructure. Its
chiseled volume and shifting facades explain the
surrounding city and visually reinvent .

In 1990, in his preface titled
“Quantum Leap” for the work
presenting the Euralille project!, Rem
Koolhaas wrote: “In our contemporary
world, programs become abstract in
the sense that they are no longer tied
to a specific place or city. They float
and gravitate opportunistically around
those places that provides them with
the most connections.” And then, “All
these facts describe a new condition
that is at once local and global, as
important for the “Japanese” as it is for
the “Lillois.”

In explaining the Lille-Europe Project,
this text allows us to understand that
the intervention was tied at once to
the construction of Europe but also,
more importantly, to the idea of
inserting these places into a network
of connected hyper-territories. OMA
had fully integrated the idea that the
scale of a neighborhood built around
a train station could be increased

and amplified to the point of totally
loosening its formal connection to the
old city.

Twenty-six years on, this urban
planning project has totally changed
the face of Lille.

‘The Euravenir Tower project occupies
the last free parcel of Phase One of the
Euralille Area, which began in 1998
with OMA’s project built in association
with Francois Delhays.

[s it possible to reassert a city through
an architectural project?

'This bold question was the starting
point for the project’s layout. The
parcel’s strategic position, located at the
intersection of different axes, pushed
our research towards a sophisticated
solution that acts as a hub, as a stitch
that brings together the elements
gravitating around it. We strove for

a “multiform” architecture whose
geometry could provide a specific
response to the various challenges tied
to the project’s scale, geography, and
program.

By extending and crossing the axes
within the parcel, the initial extrusion

was carved to obtain a kind of small
tower. By completing the Avenue Le
Corbusier, this vertical element is also a
corner building on the Place Valladolid
and it signals the city to drivers coming
up from the beltway below.

This architecture has created a new
urban space that combines private

and public, vertical and horizontal.
‘The base of the project provides
inhabitants and office workers a public
space that fosters social interaction; it
functions on a human scale. Due to
the prohibition from building out to
the edge of the parcel, a kind of portico
provides a sense of porosity as well as
protection from inclement weather. It
is a lively outdoor space where people
who live and work in the building

can mingle with passers-by and shop
customers.

This office project has a very flexible
program; form dictates use, and not
vice-versa. Each level is organized
around a central core that holds all the
servant spaces and vertical circulations.
‘The office floor areas were conceived to
allow for a flexible, rational layout and
to encourage the division of the floor
spaces into two equivalent surfaces.
Moreover, the tower’s geometric
faceting at once frees up the views and
opens up the entire intersection to the
wooded background of the cemetery to
the north.

In order to complete this process of
interrelation, the facades were designed
to become a series of windows that
provide a 360-degree panorama of

the city, framing views of the city’s
newer parts, its green spaces, and the
downtown.

The materiality of the facades: lattices

and copper

The building’s envelope was designed
as a way to visually reinvent the city.
The facades are characterized by
different designs in response to their
orientation, their usage, and their

thermal requirements. In this way, areas

that are predominantly glass, some
parts of which have a double skin,

are juxtaposed with different forms of
copper cladding that are more or less
porous.

The design of the facades and the
building spaces is governed by the
principal lattice pattern, 1.35 meters in
height, which runs around the entire
top of the building. It is marked by a
U-shaped metal component to which
the various elements that make up the
envelope are attached.

This vertical motif is interrupted by
three different bands that emphasize
the building’s horizontal composition
and form a sort of crown at the level
of the acroterium. A secondary motif
formed by the bands and the trumeaus
cuts out the facades.

The copper is used as a kind of fixed
siding along the opaque or semi-glassed
stretches of the fagade. It is also present
in the form of perforated panels that
helps precisely regulate the amount

of light penetrating the building,
depending on the orientation.

'O.M.A., KOOLHAAS Rem, GOULET Patrice éd., Lille,
Institut Francais d’Architecture, (Editions Carte Segrete, Paris :
1990). pg. 15.

LAN (Local Architecture Network) was founded
by Benoit Jallon and Umberto Napolitano in
2002 with the intent of exploring architecture as
the intersection of several disciplines.

This approach has today become a working
method, and it has allowed the firm to explore
new territories and to develop a vision

that encompasses social, urban planning,
functional, and formal issues.

The firm’s projects consider this universe of
possibilities at all different scales and contexts,
and they have been recognized on multiple
occasions in France and across the world, be
they sophisticated architectural objects such
as the EDF National Archives or experimental
housing developments (Paris, Bégles, Beirut),
commercial buildings (the Euravenir Tower in
Lille), cultural projects (the Théatre du Maillon
and most recently the Grand Palais) or urban
planning projects (the Brossette neighborhood
in lle de Nantes and the Neue Hamburger
Terrassen housing development).

In 2004, the firm was included in Nouveaux
Albums de la Jeune Architecture (New Editions

of Young Architecture, or NAJA), an award
bestowed by the French Ministry of Culture and
Communication.

En 2009, LAN was honored at the International
Architecture Awards (Chicago Athenaeum),
the Archi-Bau Awards, and it won the Special
Prize at the 12th International Triennial of
Architecture in Sofia.

En 2010, the firm received prizes at the AR
Mipim Future Projects and Europe 40 Under 40
Awards.

En 2011, the firms received the Best
Sustainable Development prize at the LEAF
Awards, a prize at the SAIE Selection Awards,
and the AMO Prize from the Fondation
d’Entreprise Excellence SMA. |

LAN was nominated for the Prix de 'Equerre
d’Argent in 2011.

In 2012 the firm brought home the Silver Medal
from the Fassa Bortolo International Prize for
Sustainable Architecture.

In 2013, it received a «Commendation» at the
Civic Trust Awards, the WAN Residential Award,
and the BIGMAT 13 France National Prize.

In 2014, the Euravenir Tower received the Prix
SMABTP-Pyramides d’argent prize.

LAN is an active participant in international
architectural debate. The firm is strongly
committed to the dissemination and
interrogation of the values underlying
contemporary architecture, whether in an
academic setting (TU Graz and Universita degli
Studi Roma Tre in 2011, the Berlage Institute
and the Welsh School of Architecture in 2012,
Universita di Ferrara in 2013, the Bergen
Architecture School in 2014, among others),
or at major institutions and cultural events
worldwide (MoMA in New York, MAXXI in Rome,
Garage in Moscow, Archifest in Singapore, the
National Congress of Architects in Panama,
and the Venice Biennale, to name a few).

In 2013, the Spanish publisher Actar gave
LAN carte blanche to publish a book, which
appeared in 2014. Called TRACES, the book
interlaces reflections on the nature of cities
with discussions of the various issues that
characterize the firm’s projects.
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An urban catalyst

‘The Euravenir Tower is the last piece to
be built for Phase One of the Euralille
Area. It occupies a strategic position

at the intersection of major axes and
close to well-known landmarks of Lille’s
infrastructure, such as the Lille-Europe
train station and the ring road, among
others. This location inspired us to view
the project as a way to articulate and
make a heterogeneous ensemble of
architectural and urban elements work

together_ Site plan of the project
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By extending and crossing the

axes within the parcel, the initial
extrusion was chiseled to form a kind
of tower that completes the Avenue

Le Corbusier, acts as a corner building
on the Place Valladolid, and announces
the city to drivers coming up from the
beltway below.




A change in speed

Seen from the beltway, the tower is a
striking urban signal that stands out
from its surroundings. The preciousness
of its materials and its multi-faceted
shape give it an iconic and even
mysterious quality.

Windows on the city
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The building that
becomes a tower Bl

g

The main challenge of this project was

to design something slender in shape
at the foot of Avenue Le Corbusier,

despite the program’s small surface area 8
(3,500 m?). The two sides visible from
this axis make the building seem like a [ b

il

tower.

Lengthwise section



Copper, glass, steel

Four different modules were designed
for the facade. The characteristics of
each one is determined by the building’s
orientation, usage, and thermal
requirements.

Copper alternates with large, clear
glass windows to form a sort of siding
along the opaque or partially glassed-
in portions of the facade. Depending
on the section, the perforated siding
is either smooth or corrugated; the

perforations give depth to the facade,
while the corrugation provides a sense
of movement.

West fagade
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Continuity

The building’s frontage along the rue
du Faubourg de Roubaix echoes that of
the neighboring apartment buildings.

This creates a continuity of space and
scale that help set off the more slender
parts of the building.

M

North facade



The base

‘The base of the tower provides a public

space that, because of its form and
scale, encourages and prizes social
interaction, movement, and exchange.
Due to the prohibition to build out
to the edge of the parcel, a portico
was designed to create a lively outdoor
space that offers protection from
inclement weather, where people who
work in the building can mingle with
passers-by and shop customers.
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Plan of the first level




Day and Night

The alternation of lights during the
day and the night reveal the towers’
geometry, especially the design of the
openings and the relationship between
full and empty space.

Plan of the fourth level
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Photo shoot
oy Julien Lanoo.

© Julien Lanoo, 2014
© LAN Architecture

PRESS CONTACT

Metropolis COMMUNICATION
LAN 8 rue Legouvé
25, rue d’'Hauteville F-75010 Paris
F-75010 Paris

T.+33 1437083 32 T. +33 142 08 98 85

info@metropolis-paris.com
www.metropolis-paris.com

asd@lan-paris.com
www.lan-paris.com

To view photographs and technical
documents:
hetp://joomeo.com/metropolis
Username: LAN

Password: PRESSE

To download photographs and
technical documents in high resolution,
please contact:
info@metropolis-paris.com
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