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The New Place in Strasbourg

Colors over the city.

The Saint-Urbain block has now
completed the urban development
zone Etoile in Strasbourg. Located
between the Saint-Urbain cemetery
and the Parc de I’Etoile, bordered
on one side by the broad avenue
Jean Jaurés and on the other by
the cross-border road E52, the new
neighborhood appears as an urban
Island, a colorful emergence in the
horizontality of Neudorf’s land-
scapes.

At a local scale, the project activates
a major link between the city center
and the Neudorf district. At the re-
gional scale it constitutes one of the
milestones of the “Deux rives” urban-
ization project, which itself extends
as far as Kehl in Germany. Set in this
strategic position, eight buildings
today embody the urban ambition

of the new Furo-metropolis in giving
form to more than 21,500 m2 of a
mixed real estate program, composed
of 178 housing units, a hotel, offices
and commercial space.

In its size and its ambition,
Saint-Urbain is a new fragment of the
ecological, democratic and lively city
that is taking shape today.

An urban island

The Saint-Urbain block takes
advantage of a condition of relative
isolation in order to affirm its own
identity and to generate a new
intensity. It is an urban island that
relies first and foremost on

a complete and autonomous
programmatic offer. Emerging

an environment of flows, the seven
volumes of the new neighborhood
sit on an active base made up of
food shops and essential services,
distributed around a garden. It is an

attractive place for work and is ideally

located for urban tourism (an Aloft
hotel opened there in September.)
Insular, yet perfectly connected

to the rest of the city.

The housing - offered in
terms of free, assisted or inter-
mediate ownership, or as social
housing - responds to the diversity
of possible living situations. If the
functional diversity of the block
provides energy to the daily life of its
users, its residential diversity allows
each individual to imagine residing
there in the long term.

The sustainability of the buildings

is a central question. Each of the
buildings offers high performance

in terms of energy, while still main-
taining high levels of comfort.

As a first architectural response

to the public health crisis we’ve been
experiencing since March 2020, this
notion of the comfort of living spaces
is a leading ambition. Large windows
provide all of the housing units with
ample natural light, while generous
loggias complement the units as
exterior extensions, both open and
intimate, and necessary for collective

life.

The project goes beyond (and trans-
forms) the modernist element of
the slab, staging its disappearance.

Vegetation takes a central position
in this strategy: all the roof terraces
and the entirety of the base are
planted. Beyond maximizing water
retention, the principal of re-planting
the block allows for reestablishing
ecologic continuities with the adja-
cent green spaces, the Parc de Etoile
and the Saint-Urbain cemetery.

It means going beyond objectives

of a performance-based ecology and
towards an ecology of well-being, at

home and in one’s own neighborhood.

The buildings’ sustainability is
Walso a statement of commitment.
As Baudelaire once wrote: the form
of the city changes, alas, [aster than
the heart of a mortal! Our current
times wouldn’t contradict this, and
the uncertainty that characterizes
this era forces us to think differently
about the lifespan of buildings.

The construction-related choices
that guided the building of the
Saint-Urbain block thus anticipated
its possible future evolutions:
load-bearing envelopes allow for the
liberation of its interior spans, with
rational construction leaving open
all possibilities for layout and for
evolution of program.

Histories of windows

Gathered around a common garden,
the eight volumes of the Saint-Urbain
project together compose a dense,
compact city block. The vis-a-vis and
the adjusted spacing of the blocks
contribute to a domesticity of the
neighborhood and enhance a feeling
of belonging. Between the visible
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and the hidden, both the intimacy

of family life and the urbanity

of collective life are played out.
Architecture here guarantees

a sociability of closeness while

at the same time opening up to the

urban landscape and metropolitan

horizons. It is the experience of this

specific and extremely qualitative

relationship of scale that is proposed,

starting from a careful reflection

on the window and its repetition.

This idea of the repetition of
architecture by architecture itself

is essential in this case. It is through
repetition, first and foremost, that
the project gathers the history of the
city. The architectural forms of the
Saint-Urbain block ultimately repeat
those of the past. Through the design
and composition of their facades,
they assemble the historic facades
of Strasbourg and add new vertical
pages (o the Alsatian capital. The
project’s architecture plays on this
cultural transmission as a language
in which the window would be the
first word.

The architecture is also repetitive
in itself. This condition aims towards
a level of neutrality and plays out
in the relationship between the
elements composing the buildings,
their structure, their profiles, and
the bodies that pass through them.
The window and its multiplication,
in rows and columns, allows for
connection between these scales
of architecture and of man.

Finally, repetition is democratic.
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Regardless of who lives behind these
walls, when seen from public space,
the unity of the facades reestablishes
the equality of its inhabitants

as citizens.

Histories of colors

If the window promotes values
of equality, color speaks to us
of identity.

Contrary to modern theories

of his time, the artist Joseph Albers
proposed a theory of colors based

on the study of relations of colors
between themselves. e claimed

that the perception of a color

is principally determined by its
neighboring colors. He said that what
we perceive of a color is in fact the
product of an interaction with that
which surrounds it, which forms its
background. The theories of Albers
thus spatialize the experience of color
through relationships of adjacency.
They speak to us of architecture.

These relationships of adjacency
are conceived differently and take
on different meaning according
to the scale of their perception.

At the scale of the city, the selection
of colors places the Saint-Urbain
block once again within the history
of Strasbourg. The brown of the hotel
refers to the city’s historic buildings,
to the nearby city of music and the
buildings on the Place de la Bourse

or even to the cathedral, built in
Vosges sandstone. The olive yellow

is a pastel found again in the historic

PLOT H FACADES RDC
Wood stain: KEIM 9201 Wood

G
Wood stain: KEIM 9406 n: RAL 1018
Carpentry: RAL 8015 Carpentry: RAL 1018

Carpentry: RAL 6021

center, particularly in the Petite
France district. Color also works
as a signal - most notably in the case
of the tower, whose eflect as a totem
is strengthened by it being dark blue.

At the scale of the block, the inte-
raction of colors plays out through
complementary selection and
through distancing of the plans. This
interaction helps generate a peaceful
atmosphere while also bringing urban
qualities to the public space. The pink
is taken from the neighboring facades
of the Neudorf distric(; the greens,
both light and dark, are chosen for
their opposing tones. Public space
becomes a colorful in-between.

The sky blue is a reminder of a small
building adjoining the cemetery.

The grey, in its interaction with the
other colors, leads them to take on
different tones according to different
points of view.

At the scale of the building, and in
particular for the program of housing,
color promotes individuation; that

is, the aflirmation of an individual
identity. Color also acts as a back-
ground, as decor for quotidian life,
and accompanies the social and daily
interactions of both inhabitants

and passers-by.
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CALENDAR

2015 - NOVEMBER
Winners of the restricted competition
organised by Adim Est.

2017 - JULY
Start of construction.

2021 - JANUARY-FEBRUARY
Completion of the works.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

ADDRESS:
Routg de Vienne - Rue de la Colonne
ZAC Etoile, block ZD6, Strasbourg, France

PROGRAM:

- 6 buildings, including an 18-storey tower,
offer a total of 178 apartments;

- 1 office building of approximately 2,756 m?.

- 1 building hosts a 4-star hotel of
approximately 4,860 m? and 123 rooms
of the brand “ALOFT - Marriott Group”;

- The program also includes the realization
of 6 to 8 food shops and restaurants,
occupying an area of approximately 2,269 m?

- A private garden shared in the heart of
the island and 211 parking spaces in the
basement.

PLOTA

62 housing units in free and social accession
CLIENT: Stones & Territories

SURFACE AREA: 4,248 m? (45,725 sq ft)

PLOTB

30 intermediate rental units

CLIENT: CDC Habitat

SURFACE AREA: 1,726 m? (18,578 sq. ft.)

PLOTC

23 intermediate rental units

CLIENT: Domial

SURFACE AREA: 1,245 m? (13,401 sq. ft.)

PLOT D

Offices

CLIENT: Domial/Housing Action
SURFACE AREA: 2,756 m? (29,665 sq. ft.)

=

Northwest axonometric view

PLOTE

22 social rental housing units

CLIENT: Ophea

SURFACE AREA: 1,576 m? (16,963 sq. ft.)

PLOTF

24 social rental housing units

CLIENT: Domial

SURFACE AREA: 1,638 m? (17,631 sq. ft.)

PLOT G

17 social housing units

CLIENT: Domial

SURFACE AREA: 1,224 m? (13,175 sq. ft.)

PLOTH

Hotel Aloft 123 rooms

CLIENT: Naos

SURFACE AREA: 4,860 m? (52,312 sq ft.)

CLIENT: Adim Est

CONTRACTOR: Urban Dumez

BUDGET: €37,000,000 excl. VAT

SURFACE AREA: 21,542 m? (231,876 sq. ft.)

PROJECT MANAGEMENT:

LAN (lead architects)

TOA (associate architects)
Structure: CTE

Fluids: lllios

Environment: Archimed
Technical control: Socotec

NF Habitat Certification: Ingerop
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Urban situations

From the city center, the Saint-Urbain block asserts
itself as an autonomous assembly. Seen from
Neudor( it appears as a continuity. From the E52,

it works (o articulate the juncture between scales
of infrastructure and the city. Finally, at the scale
of the neighborhood (and using the same gesture),
the eight volumes compose the inhabited frontage
of the Rue de Vienne and the built backdrop

of the Parc de I)Fioile.
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Parc de I'Etoile and Rue de Vienne

Through a subtle play of alignment and setbacks,
the buildings bring life to the Rue de la Vienne.
The commercial base, rendered porous, gives
rise to activities specific to urban life: the street
extends into the shops, terraces are placed in
between the volumes, and the quotidian reaches
into the interstitial gaps. On the upper floors, both
apartments and ofTices receive a clear view of the
»arc de PEtoile.
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Public space and the ground floor

The porosity of the ground floors is reinforced
by their double height and their transparency.
As large volumes reaching up to five meters in
height, these ground floors create possibilities
for the extension of public space.
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The module and the grid

The window and its multiplication, in rows

and columns, connects the scales of architecture

and man. The elementary module of the grid is not
the window, in this case, but an ensemble composed
of four openings spread across two levels, which
together compose a single large window crossed by
mullions - both urban and structural. This XL revival
of the mullion window is particularly relevant for this
complex program in its composition of eight volumes
that tend toward the urban, but that are primarily
domestic in use.
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Porosity and Colors

At the scale of the block, the interaction of colors
unfolds through complementary selection and
through distancing of the plans. This interaction
contributes to the generation of porosity, bringing
urban qualities to the public space. Color also acts

as a background, as everyday decor, and accompanies
the social interactions of the inhabitants
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The courtyard

Vegetation occupies a central position in the
outdoor spaces, and the block’s planted base offers
a communal garden. This lends itself to use and
takes on the role of an internal courtyard, elevated
above the surrounding fabric, which offers pathways
and views into the distance.
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Framing

The skillful arrangement of the built volumes stages
a proliferation of views: of the Parc de I'Fioile,

of the city center, and of the urban periphery. This
endeavor of [raming is repeated inside the buildings,
through the creation of a variety of openings and
the creation of loggias.
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Loggias

The loggias, in addition to being veritable
observation points of the city, are spaces free of
appropriation. These generous interfaces between
interior and exterior offer an additional room

(o the inhabitants of the Saint-Urbain block.
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Inhabiting color

At the scale of the building, color promotes
individuation; that is, the affirmation of identity.
The experience of color extends into the communal
areas - into the halls, corridors, and loggias - and
contributes, through the inflection of thematic
colors, to the uniqueness of each building.
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TECHNICAL BOOK
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COMMON CIRCULATION

ENTRANCE HALL
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