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MYANMAR-BANGLADESH REFUGEE CRISIS 

# 2 / Mid-Year Report 

Clean Water Brings Relief to Women and Girls 

“May God bless all the people who are helping us,” said Bani*, when asked about the new water  

pump World Vision installed next to her tent.  

Before, Bani had to walk about 40 minutes to fetch 

water from a canal. At night, when the camps were 

dark, the risk of getting assaulted on the way was 

heightened. Even in the day, she would walk with a 

group of women to avoid being hassled. (Some 5,617 

cases of gender-based violence have been reported in the 

camps since August 20171).  

In the day, Bani had to take her two children, aged 7 

and 2, with her on the long walk. “There have been 

stories of children being kidnapped, so I couldn’t 

leave them alone in our tent,” said Bani. “I didn’t mind if I had to keep going back to get more water, 

as long as I was sure that my children were safe.”  

Yet, even with the long walk, the water they fetched was unsafe for drinking. Contaminated, it 

caused her children to suffer from diarrhoea.  

To help families like Bani’s, World Vision installed 54 deep-tube wells and safe sanitation spaces for 

women and girls. In other parts of the camps, World Vision also repaired wells to create better 

access to clean water.  

Bani’s daughter, Janu can now help to fetch water using a little bucket, whenever needed and avoid 

diarrhoea and stomachaches. “I am not worried when she goes to the pump because I can watch her 

from our tent!” Bani shared, smiling.  

Overview of disaster/crisis 

When violence broke out in Rakhine State, Myanmar, in August 2017, hundreds of thousands fled 

their burning villages and the strife which arose, in desperate search for safety. Many of those who 

fled identify as Rohingya, and close to 80% were women and children. As of 23 May 2018, 686,000 

                                                           
1 World Vision 2018, citing a recent Inter-sector Coordination Group report 

Bani and her daughter, Janu, using the new hand pump outside their tent 

Young children fetching water in the camps 



   

Updated_June 2018 

people had fled across the border into Bangladesh. At present, 

there are close to 898,000 refugees from Myanmar in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.   

Key Challenges 

Humanitarian response has been ongoing since 

September 2017, and extensive aid has been provided. 

However, due to the scale of the crisis and its complex, 

long-drawn challenges, refugees struggle with obstacles 

such as: 

 As many as 625,000 children between 14-18 years 

old have severely limited access to educational 

opportunities  

 Some 1.2 million refugees and host communities 

need continued food assistance in order to avoid 

malnutrition and hunger 

 As many as 208,418 under-5 year olds and 107.445 

pregnant and lactating women are at risk of 

becoming undernourished. The prevalence of acute 

malnutrition among refugee children has exceeded 

emergency threshold levels stipulated by the World 

Health Organisation.  

 Refugees and host communities lack access to 

health services and there is a strain on medical 

facilities. Conditions are exacerbated by poor 

water and sanitation.  

 Flimsy and unprotected shelters place at least 100,000 people in danger of impending landslides 

and floods in the coming monsoon.  

 

Highlights of WV humanitarian response  

In the first few months of the refugee crisis, World Vision stepped up to distribute food aid and 

focused extensively on child protection interventions. These are essential in securing the survival of 

many hungry refugees and children who were at heightened risk of insecurity, psychosocial stress 

and trafficking. 

Clean Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

- Some 66,100 beneficiaries received clean water, 

sanitation and hygiene support  

o 54,000 people gained access to clean 

water from 54 installed deep-tube wells 

o 17,500 people benefited from 21 repaired 

tube wells  

o 25,920 people received chlorination 

tablets to purify water  

o 20,150 people benefited from better 

sanitation and latrines  

o 11,950 households received hygiene kits 

which help safeguard them from preventable 

hygiene-related diseases 

Map of refugee camps, with World Vision’s work 

marked in orange 

Children using water from a new pump 

Distribution of hygiene kits 
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Shelter and Non-Food Items 

- About 10,740 received shelter kits to strengthen 

their temporary living spaces. These included 

bamboo, tarpaulins, rope, nails and sandbags. 

- 7,921 refugee households received 25,844 blankets 

and 7,320 households received 14,680 sleeping mats 

- 6,800 refugee households received cooking fuel and 

2,200 refugee households received kitchen kits 

 

Nutrition and Healthcare 

- Some 12,463 children were screened for 

malnutrition and 46 facilitators were trained in 

nutrition and psychosocial care to support the specific 

needs of child refugees 

o 22% were identified as moderately 

malnourished and 9.6% as severely 

malnourished. These children were referred 

for treatment. 

- Approximately 15,160 people received nutrition 

support  

- 11,593 women received infant and young child feeding counselling  

 

Child Protection 

- 10 Women, Adolescent and Young Child 

Spaces were established and are running in the 

camps  

- Some 2,000 children benefit from 9 Child-Friendly 

Spaces established in the camps  

- 7 child protection management committees 

were formed, engaging 77 members to facilitate child 

protection interventions  

 

Moving forward 

To make a difference to more children struck by or are vulnerable to disasters and crises, please 

support The Survival Fund by World Vision Singapore, a way to allow us to stand in the gap while 

both bracing at-risk communities and providing relief to those recovering from disasters. To learn 

more, visit www.worldvision.org.sg/disaster.  

 

Shelter built from a World Vision kit 

Child being screened for malnutrition 

Children enjoying their time in a Child-Friendly 

Space 

http://www.worldvision.org.sg/disaster
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