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Dear Supporting Churches and Praying Friends,

Our greetings to you all, dear friends, in the precious and lovely name of the Lord Jesus Christ, “a name
which is above every name.” It is our sincere and fervent prayer that this ministry update finds you and
yours well, and prospering in the work of the Lord as you labor in His vineyard.

THE MANIFEST PRESENCE OF GOD

“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” (Psalms 85:6).

On a cold Midwest winter evening some years ago now, I witnessed an unusual occurrence of the manifest
presence of God in a church service I was attending as the Holy Spirit fell fresh upon that assembly and did
a mighty work in the hearts of many. Throughout the message one could sense the powerful, supernatural
moving of the Spirit of God upon the hearts of the large congregation of people gathered together for that
special service. Before the invitation even began people stood to their feet and began moving towards the
front of the sanctuary. Soon that old-fashioned Gospel altar was literally filled with weeping people crying
out to God as they settled with Him whatever it was that needed to be settled. Souls were saved and a
multitude of believers were getting right with the Lord. Hearts had been spoken to in a definite and distinct
way, and it was marvelous to see the hand of God upon that service. It was evident that many had come
with a broken and contrite heart and it was wonderful to see the powerful moving of the Holy Spirit in our
midst in that memorable service, a service I shall never forget. There is no question that this response to the
powerful preaching of the Word of God invited His manifest presence, and, oh, how I long to see it again!

OUR 21ST SUMMER REVIVAL MEETING AT AUBERRY FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH!

For the past 21 years I have had the blessing of preaching for the summer revival at Auberry First Baptist



Church where my good friend, Brother Larry Gibson, is the pastor. He has faithfully served as pastor of
AFBC for the past 23 years. I first met Brother Gibson in 1977 in Escondido, California, soon after he was
discharged from the Air Force. His dear wife Donna was one of the teenagers in the youth group at
Fundamental Baptist Church when I served as youth director there. Pastor Gibson and his family are very
special folks, and we always enjoy a great time of fellowship at AFBC when we return every summer for the
revival meetings. God has been so good to allow us this privilege and honor.

Auberry First Baptist Church is now 108 years old. Situated on the Big Sandy Mono Indian Rancheria in the
beautiful Sierra Mountains of California, the church had its beginnings as a mission work established to
reach the native American peoples with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We thank God for this good work and
thank Him as well for every opportunity He gives us to serve here every summer.

“The North Fork Mono tribe are Western Mono Indians, whose traditional homeland is in the southern Sierra
Nevada foothills of California. The Mono language is part of the Uto-Aztecan language family. Their oral
history is included in Mono traditional narratives.” (Wikipedia)

There are existing today approximately 2,300 Mono Indians populating the Tule River Reservation, the Cold
Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians of California, and the Big Sandy Mono Indians of California, the home of
Auberry First Baptist Church, and other smaller tracts of land. The Mono have a very interesting history with
much written about these native American people recorded in a number of publications. I am thankful for the
Gospel lighthouse established on Big Sandy holding forth the Word of Life these 108 years.

Along with the following photographs, I have included one of a gathering of Mono Indian men taken at the
beginning of the last century. Mono Indians have inhabited the Sierra Mountain region for many long years.

      



      

 

BACK AT MOUNTAIN VIEW BAPTIST

Over the years I have had the blessing and privilege of preaching revival meetings for my good friend
Pastor John Simmons. Over the past few I conducted two revival meetings a year for him. This year I
preached for his spring revival meeting. We always have a Sunday through Sunday revival endeavor there
at MVBC, something that is sadly a rarity these days. Since I had an open week, I spent a few days with
Brother Simmons following the AFBC meetings to be a help to him and do some peaching for the church
family. Brother Simmons is a former Marine and the founding pastor of MVBC. It was a blessed time and we
are glad that the Lord allowed us the privilege of ministering there again.

   

 

HEALTH UPDATE

I have had some inquiries regarding my health status over the past few months, so I thought it good to
provide an update. I will have my six-month cancer screening on July 11th and have been much in prayer
that there will be no recurrence of the bladder cancer, especially since it had spread following the first
surgery in 2016. Since my second surgery last July I have had good post-op reports, so we are praying that



this upcoming screening will prove to be a positive one as well. Bladder cancer has a 50% to 70% rate of
recurrence, so I am thankful that my urologist/surgeon keeps a close eye on me. I will have to have periodic
screenings for the rest of my life. I am deeply thankful for the great medical care I receive, and for the kind
and compassionate medical staff who have looked after me. Sister Linda has been nursing a pulled groin
muscle which has been quite painful, but she is taking care of herself. Praise the Lord, we have not been
hindered or slowed down at all, and thank God for the energy and otherwise good health to just keep on
keeping on for the Lord Jesus.

We love and appreciate you all and thank you for your greatly appreciated support of our ministry. We never
take it for granted, and we are grateful. You are in our thoughts, on our hearts, and in our prayers. Keep that
upward look. Jesus IS coming soon! “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Serving the King of kings and Lord of lords,

The Mershons

 

 


