
Towards new data and statistics legislation: 

Public discussion document 

Submissions open from 27 September  9 November 2018 

Your responses 

Please write your response in the template below. 

Please note: 

• you do not need to answer all sections  just the ones where you have information you
would like to contribute

• please expand or delete boxes as you need to but do keep the original question

numbers

• please do not send us reports or other documents but do include references or links to
supporting evidence or information.

You can email your submission to: stats1975@stats.govt.nz 

You can post your submission to: 

Statistics Legislative Review 

Stats NZ 
PO Box 2922 

Wellington 6011 

Please send us your views by 5.00pm on Friday, 9 November 2018. 

Thank you for your time and effort in making your submission. 

Personal information and confidentiality 

We will collect personal information from you, including your contact information and any 

information you supply in your submission. This information helps build a better understanding 

lation. We will analyse 

the information to understand the views of different groups and the range of people we have 

reached.  

We keep your personal information secure by protecting it from outside sources, making 

regular back-ups of our data, and using the best security systems. 

You have the right to ask for a copy of any personal information we hold about you, and to ask 

to have it corrected, please contact us at stats1975@stats.govt.nz. 



We may publish the submissions we receive and provide a summary on our website 

www.stats.govt.nz. Please let us know if you do not want your name to be included in any 
submissions or summary of submissions that Stats NZ may publish. We will not publish your 

contact details (eg email address, phone number, or postal address). 

Stats NZ may be asked to release submissions under the Official Information Act 1982. This Act 

submission to be released, you need to tell us which information should be withheld and 

personal or commercially sensitive. 

Your contact details 

Please delete the guidelines in square brackets as you complete the table. 

For individuals 

Your name: 

Email address: 

Phone number: 

For organisations 

Organisation name: 

Nature of your business: 

Contact person name: 

Position: 

Phone number: 

Email address: 

[Please also tell us if you do not wish your name to be included in 

any submissions or summary of submissions that we may publish.] 

 [Please tick if your submission is from outside New Zealand.] 

 [Please tick if your organisation is based outside New Zealand.] 



Questions asked in the public discussion document 

Outcomes for data and statistics legislation 

Government-held data is a strategic asset when used safely and responsibly to improve the 
lives of all New Zealanders. 

Iwi and Māori rights and interests are actively protected when collecting, managing, and using 
data. 

Official statistics are relevant, reliable and impartial. 

The independence and integrity of official statistics are actively protected and promoted.  

Government has ongoing access to the data it needs. 

The burden of supplying data is minimised for individuals, organisations, and businesses. 

Data is made open (anyone can freely access, use, and share it), whenever possible, to 
maximise value and access. When data can’t be made open, but can be safely shared through 
controlled access, it will be. 

Privacy, confidentiality, and transparency underpin collection, management, and use of data. 

Governance and accountability arrangements ensure safe and appropriate use of data to create 
value, while maintaining New Zealand’s trust and confidence.  

 

1. Do you think these proposed outcomes are the right ones for new data and statistics 

legislation? Please comment on any of these outcomes, and/or list any other 
outcomes you think should be considered. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Treaty  

2. How do you think the Treaty of Waitangi should be recognised across the 
government data system? 

 

3. How do you think iwi and M collecting, managing, and using data 
should be recognised? 

 

 

Leading the Official Statistics System 

 

functions, duties, and powers for leading and coordinating the Official Statistics System. This 
includes being able to: 

• set standards and issue directives about producing and publishing official statistics 

• undertake monitoring and assurance reporting against the standards, with tools to support 

this 

• influence the design and quality of administrative data collected by government to ensure 

its fitness for statistical (and research and analysis) purposes 

• 

public interest and, if required, with Ministerial approval. 

 

 



 

 

4. Do you agree or disagree with the proposed functions, duties, and powers of the 
Government Statistician listed above? Please comment. 

 

5. Do you think there are any other functions, duties, or powers for leading and 

coordinating the Official Statistics System the Government Statistician needs to 
have? 

 

 

Professional independence and ministerial oversight 

6. What are your suggestions for ensuring transparency, trust, and integrity in the 
production of official statistics across government? 

 

 
 



 

7. Do you think there should be an opportunity for public input when deciding on New 
 

 

8. Do you agree that high quality statistics produced outside of government should be 
able to be recognised as reliable and trustworthy? Please explain. 

 

 

Survey and administrative data 

Administrative data is data collected or created for administrative purposes such as 

registration, service delivery, transactions, and record-keeping. 

Survey data is data collected by directly asking an individual, family, organisation, or business 
to provide answers to questions. 

9. What do you think about the Government Statistician being able to choose the best 
data source (administrative data or survey data) and require the data to be 
provided? 

 



10. Do you have any suggestions about what the Government Statistician should 

consider when deciding the best data source needed to produce official statistics? 

 

 

The Census 

11. Do you think public consultation should be required before decisions are made on 
new or altered content for the Census?  Please give reasons. 

 

Open data 

Open data is data anyone can freely access, use, and share. 

12. What things do you think are important when deciding to make data open? 

 

 



Sharing data for research and analysis 

Research and analysis generates new knowledge about: economic, social, and environmental 
issues; groups of individuals, households, or organisations; and the relationship between 
different factors and how they change over time. 

13. Do you agree or disagree that new data and statistics legislation should clarify that 
data can be shared across government so that it can be used for research and 
analysis, with appropriate safeguards and protections?  Please give reasons why or 
why not. 

 

14. What protections and safeguards do you think should apply when organisations 
outside government want to combine their data with government data for research 

and analysis? 

 

 

Access to government-held data for research and analysis 

The Statistics Act 1975 requires the Government Statistician to consider the public interest 

when deciding whether to allow access to Stats NZ-held 
data for research and analysis purposes   

15. Do you agree or disagree that new data and statistics legislation should clarify the 

public interest test considerations for access to government-held data for research 
and analysis? Please give reasons for your answer. 

 



16. Data sensitivity, likelihood of harm, and public expectations are three possible 

factors to consider when assessing the benefits and risks of research or analysis 
using government-held data. What other factors do you think should be considered 

and why? 

 

 

De-identification and confidentialisation 

De-identification reduces the risk of spontaneous recognition (that is, the likelihood that a 

person, place or organisation may be identified without any effort). It typically includes, but is 

not limited to, removing names, day of birth or death, addresses, and unique personal or 
business identifiers.  

Confidentialisation reduces the likelihood that individuals, households, or organisations can be 
identified by using statistical techniques such as combining two or more groups (aggregation), 
and changing the number of respondents in a group (eg rounding or suppressing small 

numbers). 

 

17. Do you agree or disagree with introducing a risk-management approach to 
confidentiality settings, balancing benefits against the likelihood and potential 

impact of identification? Please give reasons why or why not. 

 

18. Apart from sensitivity of data, what factors do you think should be considered when 
assessing the potential harm from releasing less-confidentialised data? 

 



Approving users and providing secure access 

Data labs are secure virtual environments sited within secure rooms that approved users need 
to visit to access data. 

19. What do you think are the issues, if any, of allowing access to data by international 

researchers? How might these be addressed? 

 

20. What do you think are the issues, if any, of approving data labs outside of New 

Zealand? How might these be addressed? 

 

21. What do you think are the issues, if any, of providing data to reputable international 
organisations for their ongoing use? How might these be addressed? 

 

 



Transparency 

22. What information about access to government-held data for research and analysis 
do you think should be made publicly available? Please give reasons. 

 

23. Are there other aspects of data collection, management, and use that you think 
government agencies should be more transparent about? Please give reasons. 

 

 

Offences and penalties 

24. Apart from the two existing broad obligations  to provide information to produce 
official statistics, and to protect confidentiality of information  are there any other 
obligations you think should be able to be enforced? 

 



25. Do you think the two broad types of obligations should be treated with the same 

level of seriousness? In other words, is failing to provide information as serious as 
failing to protect confidential information? 

 

 

Further suggestions 

Do you have any further suggestions on how to improve the government data system for 

New Zealand? 
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