
Ride The Rift Timkat Tour: Friday 15th January – Tuesday 19th January 2021 (inclusive) 

 

“A World Away From Addis, A World So Near to Addis” 

Whether you come on this tour to ride, run or walk, or just sit and goggle at the views, you will 

be blown away by the scenery and the feeling that you have stepped back in time. It will feel 

like worlds away from normal life in Addis. You will also experience traditional highland culture 

being lived out by local people around their farmland and churches. This culture is virtually on 

our doorstep, less than four hours’ drive from Addis. 

 

The Experience 

Your Timkat Tour experience will unfold across the Ensaro and Moretna Jiru woredas of 

Amhara region. Responding to interest for other activities, our Timkat Tour offers great 

opportunities for cycling, running and walking. The cycling takes place on farm tracks and 

quite roads; while the running and walking takes place off-road in stunning mountain scenery. 

You will not have experienced an exercise playground like this anywhere else in the world! 

 

A special feature of the tour is the chance to view the highland night skies with the assistance 

of an expert and telescopes from the Ethiopian Space Science and Technology Institute. 

 

There are two notable monasteries along the gorges of the Jamma River: Debre Libanos, the 

more famous and oft visited by tourists, and Zena Markos, a hidden gem below a cliff set 

amount very old trees. The monasteries were founded in the 12th century by two cousins 

Teklehaimanot and Zena Markos. We will visit Zena Markos Monastery on the Sunday evening 

and make a contribution to the monastery’s small community. 

 

On our last evening and final morning we will celebrate Timkat with the local community of 

the Abo Church near to our campsite. In the evening we will follow the procession as the Tabot 

is paraded towards the Water Pool where it will spend the night. On Tuesday morning we will 

invite local people to join our own Timkat celebration at our campsite before making the 

journey back to Addis. 

 

Itinerary 

The itinerary for the 5-day tour is as follows: 

 

Friday 15th January 

Two departure slots, both from Tesfa Tours office in Kebena: 

Early departure: 11.30am for 12 noon departure 

Later departure: 12.30pm for 1pm departure 

4pm / 5pm Arrive at campsite 

Evening dinner and overnight 

8-10pm Star-gazing with Ethiopian Space Science & Technology Institute 

Option for those on early departure: 30-40 minute run from the campsite at 4.30pm 

 

Saturday 16th January 

From 7am Breakfast at campsite 

Two cycling options as follows: 



Harder option: 9am departure from campsite: ride to St. Michael’s Church at Ingofe for picnic 

stop and back to campsite: approximate distance 40km. Back to campsite by 3-4pm. 

Easier option: 9.30am departure from campsite: ride to Lemi for coffee and visit to colourful 

local market; ride back to campsite: approx. distance 20km. Back to campsite by lunchtime. 

For those not cycling: walking and (for younger children) horse-riding opportunity to the 

plateau overlooking canyon. Those doing easier cycling option can also walk into nearby 

village in the afternoon.  

4.30pm: 30-40 min run from campsite 

Evening dinner and overnight 

8-10pm Star-gazing with Ethiopian Space Science & Technology Institute 

 

Sunday 17th January 

We will break camp and move to our second campsite 

From 7am: Breakfast at campsite 

8.30am: Take down tents 

Two cycling options as follows: 

Harder option: 9.30am departure from campsite: long 50km ride to next campsite by Abo 

Church with halfway coffee stop at local village (25km) 

Easier option: 10am departure from campsite by vehicle to local village for coffee; ride from 

here to campsite by Abo Church (25km) 

For those not cycling: there are two walking options. Either you can be dropped by vehicle to 

walk the last 8-10km to the campsite, or for those self-driving, you can walk from campsite. 

4.30pm: 30-40 min run from campsite 

Evening dinner and overnight 

 

Monday 18th January, Timkat Eve 

From 7am Breakfast at campsite  

Two cycling options as follows: 

Harder option: 9am departure from campsite: ride via Enewari and Chasso to Zena Markos 

Monastery for picnic lunch; returning back via Mariam Segnet Church: approximate distance 

40-50km with vehicle pick-up option towards end. Back to campsite by 3-4pm. 

Easier option: 10am departure from campsite by vehicle to Enewari: ride to Zena Markos 

Monastery for picnic lunch; returning back to Enewari via Mariam Segnet Church; vehicle 

transfer from Enewari to campsite: approximate distance 18km. Back to campsite by 3-4pm. 

For those not cycling: walking from Mariam Segnet Church to Zena Monastery and back with 

picnic lunch at halfway. 

5pm: Join Timkat procession from Abo Church; return to campsite 

Evening dinner 

After 9pm: Rejoin Timkat celebrations at Water Pool and late night Timkat service 

 

Tuesday 19th January, Timkat 

From 6.30am Coffee and bread at campsite 

8am-10am: We break camp before preparing for Timkat celebration 

10.30am: Timkat Meal and Celebration at campsite with local people 

12.30pm Transport departs for Addis Ababa 

4.30pm: Arrive back in Addis Ababa 

 



 

 

 

Transport to and from the Jamma River Gorge 

Included in your tour package price is transport to and from the tour location in the Jamma 

River gorge. We will be using a coaster bus and a fleet of 4WDs. Participants are welcome to 

use their own transport for travel on the tour. See discounts for self-drive options. Please 

indicate in your online registration whether you plan to use our transport or whether you will 

be travelling independently. 

 

Participant and Bike Transport to the Start 

On the Registration Form you are asked to indicate whether you require a rental bike from us. 

These bikes, together with those of any self-drive participants will be loaded onto Isuzu 

transport on the morning of Friday 15th January. Please bring your bike to the Tesfa Tours 

office in Kebena by 6.30pm on Thursday 14th January. For the return journey bikes will be 

brought back to the Tesfa Tours office on the afternoon of Tuesday 19th January. 

 

Accommodation 

For this tour we are using two campsites: the first at Liyamba near Lemi (Friday and Saturday 

nights) and the second at Mangudo Abo near Enewari (Sunday and Monday nights). For the 

first campsite tents will be erected before the arrival of tour participants. On Sunday morning 

participants will be responsible for taking down their tents and erecting them at the second 

campsite. We will be on hand if you need help with this. The campsites are located at around 

2,600m. It will not be as cold as at the campsite of our previous tour, but it will still be cold at 

night so you will need plenty of warm clothing. As well as tents, we provide mattresses, set 

up seated toilets and camp showers. In the evenings we will have a campfire. Our catering 

team will provide nutritious and tasty meals and packed lunches including vegan options. 

 

Payments and price reductions for couples and families 

Your tour place will be confirmed only after you have made your deposit payment. First, please 

complete the online registration and then make your deposit payment at the offices of Tesfa 

Tours (0921 602236) or SimienEcoTours (0920 732527). Please see our package prices for 

couples and families. We are also offering an early-bird discount for those who confirm with a 

3000 birr per adult deposit by 22 December. 

 

Preparing for the tour 

In addition to the training ride on Sunday 13th December we are planning another training ride 

on Sunday 3rd January 2021. Please look out for details of this ride which will be advertised on 

our Facebook page and through the WhatsApp group chat. 

 

COVID-19 precautions 

Please read our COVID-19 precautions before coming on tour with us. No participant should 

take part in the tour if they show any symptoms of the virus in the week leading up to the tour. 

 

Final details 

All tour registrants will receive by email a Final Briefing email on the weekend before the start 

of the tour. 


