
APPEAL OF THE REGIONAL PARLIAMENT  

OF THE KUJAWSKO-POMORSKIE VOIVODESHIP  

of February 7, 2022 

on the bill concerning transfer of the statute book Epistola de laudibus augustae 

bibliothecae atque libri quatuor versibus scripti eodem argumento ad serenissimum 

Mathiam Corvinum Panoniae regem to Hungary.  

 

Councillors of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship express their deep concern about the bill 

published on the website of the Sejm of the Republic of Poland concerning transfer of the statute 

book Epistola de laudibus augustae bibliothecae atque libri quatuor versibus scripti eodem 

argumento ad serenissimum Mathiam Corvinum Panoniae regem to Hungary. The adoption of 

the act will result in the withdrawal of the ownership of the highest-class monument of the 15th-

century literature from the cultural institution of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship, which 

is the Voivodeship Public Library – Copernican Library in Toruń, and its transfer to the State 

Treasury. The priceless manuscript will then be irretrievably taken outside the borders of 

the Republic of Poland. 

The aforementioned statute book is one of the most valuable 15th-century manuscripts 

in Poland. It has been in Toruń since the 16th century and belongs to the library of the former 

Academic Gymnasium, which is now part of the historic book collection of the Copernican 

Library. Thanks to the diligence of the institution, which created optimal conditions for storing 

the work, it has survived to this day in excellent condition. Due to the care the manuscript has 

received and the over 400-year period of storing the work in Toruń, it is inextricably linked 

with the city listed on the UNESCO World Cultural and Natural Heritage List and its history. 

Taking the manuscript away from the Copernican Library will be a loss for the heritage of the 

institution itself, as well as for the city and the region, which cannot be compensated 

by financial coverage in any amount. 

We are convinced that the manuscript should remain in its place, where it has been stored for 

over four centuries. In connection with the above, we call on you, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Members of the Parliament, to reject the bill mentioned at the outset. 

The Regional Parliament of the Kujawsko-Pomorskie Voivodeship also expresses its support 

for the attached position of the Directorate of the Regional Public Library – Copernican Library 

in Toruń and the Scientific Council operating at the institution. 

 


