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From Exhausted Infant to Lively Dancer 

Gari was severely malnourished and was also diagnosed with tuberculosis. He was barely 18 months 

old.  “He was very malnourished back then and I wasn’t even sure he would survive. I had no food 

and no milk to give him,” Acho, his mother shares about the pain they went through. “Back then, he 

was also diagnosed with tuberculosis. He’s had a tough journey.”  

   

Since, Gari has responded well to tuberculosis treatment and malnutrition rehabilitation. He is fed 

plumpy nut regularly, a nutritious paste given to malnourished children. He is now a lively little 

dancer, bobbing to any music played around him. 

Acho too, will continue to support Gari’s recovery as she attends a cash for training programme by 

World Vision. She receives a small amount of cash to feed her family, while attending vocational 

training. In the long-term, she hopes to start a small business after the hunger crisis ends, to support 

her children more sustainably.  

 

Overview of disaster/crisis 

A complex hunger crisis driven by 

drought and conflict left over 28 

million people across East Africa in 

urgent need of life saving assistance. 

More than 3.5 million children were 

suffering from malnutrition, with 

nearly 845,000 children suffering from 

severe acute malnutrition.  

At the same time, those escaping 

conflict and hunger crises increased 

dramatically across the region. There 

were more than 6.8 million people 

displaced, exacerbating the need to 

assist in multiple areas and contexts. 



   

   

 

Overview of WV humanitarian response  

World Vision focused on the following emergency needs in four key affected countries across the 

region, including South Sudan, Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia.  

 

 Need for nutritious food for children and their families 

 Need for clean and safe water for drinking  

 Need for access to essential primary healthcare services 

 Need for child protection, especially to vulnerable children and gender-based violence 

survivors 

 Need for stronger household livelihoods and resilience 

In addition, beneficiaries were selected based on a community-led process which helped to identify 

the most vulnerable among victims. These included the poor, children under 5 years old who were 

malnourished, pregnant and lactating women, female-headed or child-headed households, orphans, 

and pastoralist families who had lost all their livelihood assets. 

 

Highlights of WV humanitarian response  

  Some highlights include:  

- Provision of food assistance through food-

for-work, food vouchers or cash transfers in 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia and South Sudan 

- Nutrition screening and malnutrition feeding 

programmes for children all across the 

region 

- Emergency food rations distributed across 

all countries of intervention 

- Repairs of boreholes and short-term water 

trucking provided in Kenya and Somalia, and 

emergency latrines supported in South 

Sudan 

- Emergency health services provided in 

Ethiopia, Somalia and South Sudan to 

address diseases such as diarrhoea, malaria 

and measles, and provision of primary health 

services in drought-affected areas to 

mothers and babies 

 

Children and families receiving food rations in Kenya 

Malnourished child receiving plumpy nut, a nutritious food 

paste used for rehabilitation 



   

   

 

 

Since January 2017, World Vision has reached 3.5 million people through our East Africa Hunger 

Crisis Response.  

2 million people reached with 

food assistance, and 392,000 

women and children reached 

with nutrition 

971,000 people 

reached with water, 

sanitation and hygiene 

support 

378,000  people 

reached with 

health services 

84,000 children reached 

with child protection and 

education interventions 

 

World Vision is also partnering with experts and innovators in cash assistance programming to 

multiply our impact for food with children. More than 300,000 people benefited from World Vision’s 

cash assistance and voucher programming in South Sudan, Somalia and Kenya in September alone.  

 

Status of children post-disaster  

While many children across East Africa have benefited to some extent from World Vision 

interventions, the crisis has not truly ended.  

As the hunger crisis was exacerbated by conflict and instability, 6.8 million people have been 

displaced, further complicating the humanitarian situation. Children are refugees as well as hunger 

victims, with more than 1 million still expected to remain severely malnourished and at risk of death 

at the end of 2017. Having been displaced, 4.7 million children are also in need of education support 

and child protection.  

 

Moving forward 

A fourth consecutive season of below average rains across the Horn of Africa during October to 

December 2017 has been forecasted. Drought affected areas of Somalia and Ethiopia were 

highlighted as potentially being the worst affected by increased levels of food insecurity. More work 

needs to be done to build the resilience of communities before the dry season hits again. 

We thank you for coming alongside us to serve children and families affected by this disaster. World 

Vision continues to be a frontrunner in the humanitarian response space, and we treasure your 

partnership which allows us to help those in greatest need.  

To make a difference to more children struck by or are vulnerable to disasters and crises, please 

support The Survival Fund by World Vision Singapore, a way to allow us to stand in the gap while 

both bracing at-risk communities and providing relief to those recovering from disasters. To learn 

more, visit www.worldvision.org.sg/disaster.  

Contact person  

Rachel Goh 

Rachel.goh@worldvision.org.sg 

DID 69220112 

http://www.worldvision.org.sg/disaster
mailto:Rachel.goh@worldvision.org.sg

