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Welcome                                                                                                                                  2

Distinguished guests,

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the Blockchain: Rewiring Governance 
conference held here at Cambridge Judge Business School. Thank you for taking the 
time to join us. We look forward to a day filled with fruitful exchanges and learning 
opportunities.

Blockchain has been framed as a piece of technology with the potential to 
fundamentally reshape our world over the course of the coming decades. Most 
important of all, blockchain technology could challenge the way we act and govern 
ourselves as a society.

This conference aims to explore the reciprocal relationship between blockchain 
technology and governance, offering a space not only for the consideration of how 
governmental processes may be altered by it, but also how governments may in turn 
shape this technology.

Below, you will find the conference agenda and more information about our 
speakers and panellists. We hope that it will help you get the most out of today, and 
strongly encourage you to actively take part in our debates, both during the formal 
and informal parts of the conference.

Yours faithfully,
The Conference Committee
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About the organisers – MPhil in Technology Policy                                   3

The Blockchain: Rewiring Governance Conference is organised by a group of 
students from the MPhil in Technology Policy programme at Cambridge Judge 
Business School. 

The MPhil in Technology Policy is a nine-month masters programme designed 
for people with a background in science or engineering who are interested in 
developing the skills needed to meet the challenges of integrating technology, 
management, economics, and policy.

The MPhil in Technology Policy programme provides the context and skills needed 
to cope with the rapidly evolving environment in many technology-rich sectors, 
including information and communications technology, defence and aerospace, 
energy and electricity, manufacturing, transport and logistics, pharmaceuticals and 
health. Many of the largest companies in the world operate in these sectors, which 
define a nation’s critical infrastructure, and because of the vital importance of these 
sectors to societal well-being, governments have sought to intervene and influence 
their evolution. The programme seeks to train students to bridge the divide between 
business and government and place them in leading institutions that operate along 
that boundary.
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About the host – Cambridge Judge Business School                                4

Cambridge Judge Business School was established in 1990 as the Judge Institute 
of Management Studies. Today it has a world-class faculty of around 70 members 
working across seven key subject groups. The School has a student body of c. 600, 
across a range of academic programmes (covering industry/sector: Finance, General 
Management and Consulting) and has c. 8,000 alumni across all continents, with 40 
active alumni groups. Cambridge Judge Advisory Board members are drawn from 
a diverse range of companies and organisations to provide advice on strategy and 
policy. 

Cambridge Judge Business School leverages the power of academia  
for real-world impact. 

Cambridge Judge Business School is in the business of transformation of individuals, 
organisations and society. The School works with every student and organisation at a 
deep level, identifying important problems and questions, challenging and coaching 
people to find answers, and creating new knowledge.

Cambridge Judge brings forward the latest thinking from academia and professional 
practice, and applies this combined knowledge to specific business situations to turn 
this thinking into action.

The School believes in encouraging and supporting people to create new products 
and businesses, pursuing goals for intellectual gain and contributing to social 
enterprise. It achieves excellence in the quality of its research insights and its 
educational engagement, developing knowledge both for its own sake and to help 
others make a difference.
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Conference programme                                                                                                5

09:00-09:30 Arrival and registration  
Lobby 

09:30-10:00 Opening ceremony 
Lecture Theatre 1 Opening speech by the organising committee

10:00-11:00  Keynote speech 1 
Lecture Theatre 1 Sally Eaves, CTO, Founder and Forbes Technology  
 Council Member

11:00-11:15 Refreshments 
Lobby

11:15-12:30 Panel 1 
Lecture Theatre 1 “The Economics of Blockchain: Governing Markets  
 and Businesses” 
 Dr Stella Pachidi, Paul Ellis, Dr Garrick Hileman,  
 Stefan George, Danny Goh

12:30-13:30 Keynote speech 2 
Lecture Theatre 1 Eva Kaili, Member of the European Parliament

13:30-14:30 Lunch 
Lobby

14:30-15:30 Keynote speech 3 
Lecture Theatre 1 Tom Wilkinson, Department for International  
 Development

15:30-16:45 Panel 2 
Lecture Theatre 1 “Politics and Blockchain: Trust and Power” 
 Cécile Baird, Dr Catherine Mulligan, Martin  
 Köppelmann, Jaya Klara Brekke, Tom Wilkinson

16:45-17:00 Refreshments 
Lobby

17:00-18:00 Keynote speech 4 
Lecture Theatre 1 Vinay Gupta, Founder of Hexayurt.Capital 
 Rob Knight, Co-founder of Mattereum

18:00-18:15 Closing ceremony 
Lecture Theatre 1 Closing speech by the organising committee

18:15-20:00 Networking and drinks 
Lobby 
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Keynote speakers                                                                                                               6               

Sally Eaves
CTO at MindFit, Member of Forbes Technology Council, 
Senior Strategy Advisor at Nuggets

As CTO, Member of Forbes Technology Council and Senior 
Strategy Advisor, Sally Eaves has extensive experience 
consulting on the application of disruptive technologies 
for the benefit of business and society at large. She is an 
award-winning thought leader in the fields of innovation, 
digital transformation and emergent technologies, with a 
special focus on blockchain and artificial intelligence.

Sally is a member of the Forbes Technology Council and 
the Strategic Management Board for TeamBlockchain. 
In addition she has recently become Chief Technology 
Officer at Mind Fit and Senior Strategy Advisor at Nuggets, 
an e-commerce payments and ID platform that stores 
personal and payment data securely in the blockchain.

Sally strongly believes that technology is an enabler for 
social good, as reflected in her recent shortlisting for the 
UK IT Woman of the Year Business Role Model Award. 
She has also co-founded Aspirational Futures, which 
seeks to help guide and support the next generation of 
technology talents.

Eva Kaili
Member of the European Parliament

Eva Kaili is a Member of the European Parliament, elected 
in 2014. In her capacity as the Chair of the European 
Parliament’s Science and Technology Options Assessment 
body (STOA) she has worked intensively to promote 
innovation as a driving force of the European Digital 
Single Market. In this context, she has been particularly 
active in the fields of blockchain technology, m/eHealth, 
big data, fintech and cybersecurity.
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Keynote speakers                                                                                                               7

Since her election, she has also as the Rapporteur of 
the ECON committee’s annual tax report. As a member 
of this committee, her focus has been on EU’s financial 
integration and the management of the financial crisis in 
the Eurozone.

Prior to her position in the European Parliament, Eva was 
elected to the Greek Parliament twice (serving between 
2007-2012), with the PanHellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK). She holds a Bachelor degree in Architecture 
and Civil Engineering, and Postgraduate degree in 
European Politics. Currently, she is conducting her PhD in 
International Political Economy.

Tom Wilkinson
Head of MI and Analytics,Department for International 
Development, UK Government

Tom Wilkinson is the Head of MI and Analytics at 
the Department for International Development, UK 
Government and was formerly a Senior Data Scientist 
at the Home Office. Since contributing to the Chief 
Scientist’s 2016 report on blockchain technology, he 
has coordinated the community of UK government 
technologists interested in what blockchain can achieve 
for public institutions.

Tom has acted as an independent technical consultant on 
blockchain throughout government, has helped define 
its research agenda, and was part of a government body 
awarding funding for blockchain research in 2017.

His doctoral thesis in Complexity Science revolved 
around modelling hierarchical and peer-to-peer social 
institutions. His personal interest in blockchain stems from 
the infrastructural features that could allow it to support 
genuinely decentralised peer-to-peer systems, such as 
self-sovereign ID and incorruptible reputation systems.
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Vinay Gupta
Founder of Hexayurt.Capital

Vinay Gupta is known for managing the release of the 
Ethereum blockchain platform, and for inventing the 
hexayurt, a public domain disaster relief shelter. He is a 
technologist and policy analyst, with a particular interest 
in how technologies can close or create new avenues 
for decision makers. In the past, this interest has taken 
him through the arenas of cryptography, energy policy, 
defence, security, resilience and disaster management.

Most recently, Vinay founded Hexayurt Capital, a fund 
which invests in creating the Internet of Agreements™.

Rob Knight
Co-founder of Mattereum

Rob Knight is an entrepreneur and innovator, and the 
co-founder of Mattereum. Mattereum is the first Internet 
of Agreements infrastructure project, aiming to provide 
legally enforceable smart contracts, and to enable the 
sale, lease, and transfer of physical property and legal 
rights.

Throughout 2017, Rob and Vinay published multiple 
articles with the Harvard Business Review.
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Conference panellists                                                                                                      9

Paul Ellis
Co-founder and CEO of Electron 

Paul Ellis is the Co-founder and CEO of Electron, a 
company focused on the application of blockchain in 
the energy market. Paul’s background includes 13 years 
investment banking working in London and New York for 
Barclays Capital.

He founded a fintech incubator and software 
development business and subsequently established and 
ran CreditTrade, which became a leading trading platform 
for credit derivatives.

Paul went on to run the European and Asian offices of 
a major institutional electronic trading platform before 
taking up his current position.

Dr Garrick Hileman
CEO of Mosaic.io and Research Associate at University of 
Cambridge & LSE

Garrick was recently ranked as one of the 100 most 
influential economists in the UK & Ireland. He is regularly 
invited to share his research and perspective with 
government agencies, including the CIA, US Army and 
Naval War Colleges, Federal Reserve, Bank of England, and 
the Financial Stability Board, as well as the media.

At Cambridge, he authored the “2017 Global Blockchain 
Benchmarking Study”, and he has also created and 
published the CoinDesk “State of Bitcoin” and “State of 
Blockchain” reports from 2013 to 2016. 

Garrick recently co-founded a new decentralized market 
intelligence network and protocol called Mosaic.io and 
launched a new stablecoin called ARC (www.arccy.org).
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Stefan George
Co-founder and CTO of Gnosis

Stefan is an entrepreneur and developer who became 
interested in Bitcoin in 2013. He started his own Bitcoin 
startup Fairlay, one of the leading prediction markets 
using Bitcoin today.

Previously, Stefan worked at tech companies in Silicon 
Valley and at Berlin-based startups. After finishing his 
Master’s in Computer Science, he decided to travel Asia 
for a year in 2014 and started Gnosis afterwards working 
from Berlin. The first alpha version of Gnosis was released 
just one week after the launch of Ethereum.

Stefan leads the development at Gnosis and implemented 
the smart contracts behind the prediction market 
platform. In addition, Stefan wrote the multisig-wallet 
which became a standard for ICOs today.

Danny Goh
Co-founder of Nexus Frontier Tech
 
Danny is a serial entrepreneur and an early stage 
investor. He is the co-founder of Nexus Frontier Tech and 
Innovatube, which focus on deep tech investment and 
development. 

Danny currently serves as an Entrepreneurship Expert 
with the Entrepreneurship centre at the Said Business 
School and he is a keynote speaker and an adviser to 
several accelerator programs and start-ups in Europe and 
Asia.
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Dr Stella Pachidi
Lecturer, Cambridge Judge Business School

Dr Stella Pachidi is a Lecturer in Information Systems 
at Cambridge Judge Business School, University of 
Cambridge. Her research interests lie in the intersection of 
technology, work and organising.

Her current research projects investigate the introduction 
of analytics and big data technologies into organisations, 
how digitisation can help solve workplace challenges, and 
practices of knowledge collaboration across boundaries.

She holds a PhD in Business Administration from VU 
University Amsterdam, a MSc in Business Informatics from 
Utrecht University, and a MSc in Electrical and Computer 
Engineering from National Technical University of Athens.

Martin Köppelmann 
CEO and Co-founder of Gnosis

Martin Köppelmann is the founder of the biggest Bitcoin 
prediction market, Fairlay, but has recently shifted his 
focus to Ethereum and co-founded the decentralised 
Gnosis prediction market. Closely related to prediction 
markets is his work on decentralised market driven 
governance mechanisms: Futarchy. 

Martin co-hosts the Ethereum meetup groups in the 
Silicon Valley and San Francisco. Finally, Martin is well 
known for his work and research on “basic income on 
the blockchain: Circles” – a new currency built on top 
of Ethereum that aims to implement a basic income as 
monetary policy.
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Dr Catherine Mulligan
Research Fellow, Imperial College London

Dr Catherine Mulligan is a Research Fellow with Imperial 
College London’s Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
group as well as the Department of Computing.

She is Co-Director of the Imperial College Centre for 
Cryptocurrency Research, and Fellow and Expert at the 
World Economic Forum for blockchain technology. She 
also regularly advises governments on the role of digital 
technologies, including the UK and EU.

Her research interests lie in the area of new economic 
structures enabled by the digital economy, in particular 
the role of cybersecurity and blockchain in the creation 
of trust in digitally-enabled industries, governments and 
in the creation of smart/sustainable cities.

Jaya Klara Brekke
PhD Candidate at Durham University and Artist-in-
Residence at RIAT

Jaya Klara Brekke is a researcher, creative producer, and 
speaker on the political economy of blockchain and 
consensus protocols, focusing on questions of agency, 
politics and power in distributed systems.

She is the author of the B9Lab ethical training module 
for blockchain developers, and has been working as 
designer on projects related to the political economies 
of infrastructure for the past ten years. These projects 
include Crisis-scapes, on the impact of the financial crisis 
on public space in Athens; and D-CENT, a European-wide 
project for the development of open citizen engagement 
technologies.

Jaya is based between London, Vienna, and Durham 
University, UK, where she is currently conducting PhD 
research titled ‘Distributing Chains, Three Strategies for 
Thinking Blockchain Politically’.
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Tom Wilkinson
Head of MI and Analytics, Department for International 
Development, UK Government
 
(see profile on page 7)

Cécile Baird
Co-founder of Decentrl.Agency and Blockchain For Good

Following five years of working in crypto, Cécile Baird co-
founded Decentrl.Agency, a boutique marketing agency 
for blockchain start-ups.

She has placed clients in over 200 news outlets such as 
The Guardian and CNBC, as well as top tech conferences 
around the world including TechCrunch Disrupt 
and Money2020. She has further participated in the 
organisation of over 30 global conferences, meetups and 
roundtables, including the first blockchain roundtable at 
the European Union, and the first Pitch at the Buckingham 
Palace.

In 2015, Cecile co-founded Blockchain For Good, a think-
tank bringing together the greatest minds in blockchain 
to explore and debate the technology’s development 
for the greater good of humanity, society, economy 
and our environment. Her writing has been featured in 
Coin Telegraph and Coindesk, and she has spoken on 
blockchain for organisations such as InnovateUK and San 
Francisco’s TokenFest. Finally, she has served as expert 
advisor to the UK Government’s All Party Parliamentary 
Group for Blockchain.
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