
 

 

2019 Summer Associates  

 

Country Rwanda, Ethiopia, Kenya or Uganda 

Organization Laterite (www.laterite.com) 

Field International development 

Main responsibility Support in the full research cycle 

Ideal candidate People interested in applying their analytic and consulting skills to complex 
development research problems 

Languages English (Swahili, Luganda, Kinyarwanda or Amharic is a plus) 

 

 

About Laterite  

At Laterite, we are passionate about transforming the way development research is done. Our 

mission is to deploy the most innovative research methods to make a difference on development 

issues. We provide three types of services: i) comprehensive data collection and data processing 

solutions; ii) research services, from the design of large-scale research projects through to analysis; 

and iii) strategic and technical advice to public and private sector clients. 

 

Laterite’s growing network of offices currently includes the Netherlands, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Kenya, 

Uganda and India. Our teams bring together more than 45 full time local and international staff, 500 

enumerators across countries, in a fun and family-like work environment. Laterite works with 

internationally recognized universities, global think tanks, international NGOs, multilateral donor 

organizations and several Government ministries and agencies.  

 

Laterite’s model: 

 

1. We believe that making a difference is a long-term endeavor that requires being embedded 

in the local context: Delivering high quality research requires building local teams and data 

collection systems, understanding the context, establishing close working relationships with 

key players and understanding their constraints and motivations.   

 

2. We are rigorous and structured, but not rigid in our choice of analytic methods: Our mission 

is to deploy the most innovative research methods to design effective responses to 

development issues. We define ourselves by our ability to embrace new technologies and 

research methodologies in our project work.  

 

3. We strive to innovate with every opportunity: With every new challenge and opportunity we 

try to innovate and embrace new technologies, always with the objective of creating new and 

better ways of conducting research. 
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4. We value diversity and equal opportunity.  

 

You can find out more about Laterite on our website at: www.laterite.com 

 

Working with Laterite 

• Are you passionate about research in development?  

• Do you want to make a difference on relevant policy and development issues? 

• Do you care about professional development and learning?  

• Do you love discovering new contexts and spending time in countries like Rwanda, Ethiopia, 

Uganda and Kenya?  

 

If yes, then being a summer associate at Laterite might be a good fit for you. Laterite will provide 

you with the opportunity to build on your leadership and technical expertise to make a difference 

on priority development questions.  

 

Position Description & Key Responsibilities 

As a summer associate you will have the opportunity to work on a mix of the following:  

• A specific research project, from design, through to field work and analysis;  

• An internal initiative or research project; and/or  

• A specific area of business development. 

 

At Laterite, we tend to work simultaneously on a variety of short term to medium term research 

projects. As a summer associate, you will be assigned to one research project in particular that will be 

determined before you start depending on your interests, timing and Laterite’s needs. We do not have 

much visibility at this point on the project-mix for this summer but should be able to communicate 

that to the successful candidates by April/May. 

 

This is a challenging position that will take you to the field and provide you with hands-on experience 

conducting rigorous research in complex environments. It is a very practical application of the tools 

and techniques you learn in your development, econometrics and data science classes. The position 

will help you put your curriculum into context, give you ideas for your thesis, and hopefully also some 

thoughts on professional opportunities after you finish your studies. At Laterite you will also get 

involved in some of our internal research programs and contribute to some the strategic choices that 

come with growing a business that is in the expansion phase. 

 

Profile 

Our ideal candidates are entrepreneurial, creative, passionate about international development, 

structured in their thinking with strong management and technical research skills. They will be able to 

effectively solve problems and adapt to changing situations.  

 

 

 

http://www.laterite.com/
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Expected Qualifications  

• Experience in international development, public policy economic and social research, market 

research or consulting  

• Strong oral and written communication skills in English 

• Fluent in English (French, Kinyarwanda or Amharic is a plus) 

• Good interpersonal skills 

• Strong quantitative skills: able to analyse large datasets, conduct statistical analysis and design 

sampling frames  

• Knowledge of Stata/R or Python 

• Experience living and working in different cultures; time spent in Africa or developing countries  

 

Timeline 

Dates are flexible and can be decided between Laterite and the summer associate. We expect the 

associate to work with us for at least 2-3 months. 

 

Logistics 

This assignment will either be based in Kigali, Kampala, Nairobi or Addis Ababa based. All cities offer 

all the enjoyment and facilities of a capital, including several supermarkets and great restaurants. It is 

easy to find affordable housing options in shared houses and the Laterite team will do its best to help 

you with getting settled. Public transportation is convenient and one does not need to own a car. All 

cities offer a safe environment to live and work in.  

 

Compensation 

We will offer the associate stipend of US$800 per month (pro-rata). We will not pay for flights to East 

Africa and expect the candidate to be covered by his/her own health insurance policy throughout the 

assignment. Proof of appropriate health coverage is a pre-requisite.  

 

Application Process 

Please complete the following application: https://form.myjotform.com/90063262778562.  

Applications are reviewed on a rolling basis so we encourage you to apply ASAP. We will aim to 

complete the recruitment process by January 30th. The application process will involve three steps: 

(i) an online assessment; (ii) an analytic exercise; and (iii) a case-based interview.  

 

 

https://form.myjotform.com/90063262778562

