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For many reasons, activists will sometimes wish to hide their 

identity. If a Section 60AA of the Criminal Justice and Public 

Order Act authorization is in effect, police officers can demand 

that any face covering such as a mask or balaclava being used 

mainly to conceal your identity, be removed. Failure to comply 

can result in arrest, and officers are authorized to seize 

these items. 

It’s impossible to predict whether the police will use their 

powers at a protest, so preparing bust cards is well worth the 

effort. These are pocket-sized pieces of paper including legal 

basics and important contact info in case of arrest or police 

interaction. Create a legal helpline on the day of any action, 

too, so that you can keep track of police actions and arrests. 

Buy a new pay-as-you-go simcard and put it into a phone. 

Ask someone behind the scenes to monitor it and make notes 

during a march or action, as witnesses might call in to report 

incidents on the ground. Make sure this phone number is 

circulated and on bust cards (see opposite). These reports 

will provide a valuable resource should cases end up in court. 

Check out an example of a bust card opposite – don’t forget 

to fill in the gaps. 

Face coverings 

The bust card

LEGAL ADVICE - ARREST

Say ‘NO COMMENT’ to all questions from police, even during interviews 
and ‘casual chats’. Police often need more evidence and may try to deceive 

and pressure you into incriminating yourself.

You have the right to free legal advice at the police station. 
Duty solicitors often give bad advice to protestors.

INSERT NAME OF LAW FIRM AND PHONE NUMBER HERE

You have the right to have someone informed of your arrest 
and an interpreter if English is not your first language. 

If you appear under 18, an appropriate adult should be called.

If you witness an arrest or want support, contact our legal hotline:

INSERT PHONE NUMBER HERE

LEGAL ADVICE - STOP & SEARCH

Before a search, you must be told the name and station 
of the searching officer, the reason you are being searched, 

and what power you are being searched under.

You do not have to give your name and address, 
or answer questions under any stop-and-search power.

You are entitled to a receipt of the search.

Legal observers are independent volunteers who gather 
evidence on behalf of anyone arrested. They act to counter 

police intimidation and misbehaviour.

INSERT CONTACT INFORMATION FOR LEGAL 
SUPPORT GROUPS AND YOUR CAMPAIGN GROUP HERE
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