
 
 
 
 
 

Farming Subject links for Farmers and Teachers – Key Stage 1 
 (Years 1 and 2, children aged 5-7) 

 
 

Subject  Students to be taught about (related to food and farming) 

Design and Technology Year 1 and 2 - Cooking and Nutrition  
*Understand where food comes from.  
Discuss how you grow and rear food and the production to the end product if applicable. 
Show examples of food products that your farm contributes to. 

History  *Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. Compare similarities and differences 
between where the farmer and the school are based. Discuss what your area is well known for. 
*Changes within living memory – What did farming look like for your parents / grandparents? Compare past and 
present photos of the farm.  
*Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally. Discuss technological advances on their farm. 
*The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 
Talk about farmers in history, if known. 

English – Spoken 
Language  

*Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers. Praise good listening and responding.  
*Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge. Encourage open ended questions. 
*Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions – Discuss different farming approaches / technology etc. 
Pose questions to the children for them to argue and input their opinions.  
*Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing 
feelings. Ask the class to invent their own farm and describe this to you. Open up to the children about the 
different emotions in farming.  
*Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and 



responding to comments – as above Praise good listening and responding. If the children are losing 
concentration then don’t be afraid to finish the call earlier.  
*Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring 
ideas - as above  
*Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English. 
*Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates. Set the children a 
challenge to create a presentation, performance or role play to explain what they’d learnt from you.  
Pose a question or scenario for the children to debate.  
*Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others – Discuss 
differing views of food consumption and farming practices, with sensitivity.  

Geography  *Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country – compare how 
farming differs across countries depending on climate and demand etc. e.g. we can grow tomatoes in 
glasshouses, but tomatoes grow and ripen without artificial help in many different countries…  
*Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles – can discuss seasonality of produce and what 
might grow in hot climates. Compare the weather with you to the weather your school are experiencing.  
Keep a weather diary to share.  
*Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
-Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather – You may live near the beach / in a hilly location / near a river. You do have soil. Discuss 
this and the importance of this to your farm. 
-Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.  
Use these words to describe your farm. Ask the children to explain their location using these words too. Are 
they similar/different?  
Geographical skills and fieldwork 
*Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for 
example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map – compare location 
of your farm and the school on a map. Use this language when talking to the young people. 
*Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; 



devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key – share an aerial photo of your farm, describe 
where you are standing and what fields are growing certain crops / where your livestock are housed. Using the 
arial photo ask children to draw a map of your farm, can they select or create symbols for the different points 
on the map.  

Maths  Year 1 – Measurement 
*Compare, describe and solve practical problems for: -Lengths and heights [for example, long/short, 
longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half]  
-Mass/weight [for example, heavy/light, heavier than, lighter than]  
-Capacity and volume [for example, full/empty, more than, less than, half, half full, quarter]  
-Time [for example, quicker, slower, earlier, later]  
*Measure and begin to record the following: 
-Lengths and heights  
-Mass/weight  
-Capacity and volume  
-Time (hours, minutes, seconds)  
*Sequence events in chronological order using language [for example, before and after, next, first, today, 
yesterday, tomorrow, morning, afternoon and evening] 
*Recognise and use language relating to dates, including days of the week, weeks, months and years 
You could discuss some fun facts around these measures. Make comparisons with things children would 
understand e.g a cow makes ____ bottles of milk in a week, this is ____ litres. Put these measures into real life 
statements and problems.  
Talk about a day in the life of a farmer, in chronological order.  
Talk about when things occur on the farm, when do certain jobs have to be completed. E.g In spring, the lambs 
are born. In December, it is very cold so we ….. 
 
Year 2 – Measurement  
*Choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure length/height in any direction (m/cm); mass 
(kg/g); temperature (°C); capacity (litres/ml) to the nearest appropriate unit, using rulers, scales, thermometers 
and measuring vessels  - you can talk about the size of fields and begin to explain why this is important – seed 
rates and animal weights – how heavy a fat lamb ought to be – track a pet lambs growth / a calves growth etc.  



You could discuss some fun facts around volume of water drank by animals and wildlife on your farm, and how 
much water different crops need to grow. Make comparisons with things children would understand e.g a cow 
makes ____ bottles of milk in a week, this is ____ litres.  

Science (YEAR 1) Working scientifically 
*Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways  
*Identifying and classifying Using ID cards, children could name the trees/birds/crops/breeds etc on your farm. 
*Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions  
*Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. Give them simple data questions to answer. Give 
them data they could input into a chart/graph. 
 
Plants 
*Identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees. Show 
the young people a variety of plants and trees and explain key features. Explain deciduous and evergreen.  
*Identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees. 
Look at different plants and crops growing on farm – including hedgerows and trees etc. Pull out a crop and 
show the roots and other parts of the plant.  
 
Animals, including humans  
*Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals  
Show the children the livestock you have (if any), talk to them about the birds and wildlife you have on your 
farm. Could they name them correctly a few weeks later? 
*Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores – speak about the 
wildlife and animals on your farm and the diets they have – you can compare this to yours, and the children’s 
diets.  
*Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including pets) – again, you can describe the animals and wildlife on farm and ask children to 
compare between animals  
 
Everyday materials  
*Distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made. Have a variety of objects for the children 



to name the material they are made from. Ask the children to find something else made from a material you 
have on your farm, in the classroom.  
*Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock Same as 
above. 
*Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials Show the children different items on 
your farm and talk about what they are made from and why. E.g the hay is wrapped in plastic because … my 
wellies are made from rubber because … 
*Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical properties. 
You can talk about materials of different every day farming objects / machinery – materials that come from 
animals, such as wool. Perhaps demonstrate by wearing a woolly jumper! Link between trees and wood etc. Ask 
children to group the items you have shown them. 
 
Seasonal changes  
*Observe changes across the four seasons.  
*Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 
Your sessions happening throughout the whole year will allow this to naturally happen! You can talk about how 
your work changes with the seasons, visible differences e.g trees/plants, weather, seasonality of produce etc 

Science (YEAR 2) Working scientifically 
*Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways  
*Identifying and classifying Using ID cards, children could name the trees/birds/crops/breeds etc on your farm.  
*Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions  
*Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. Give them simple data questions to answer. Give 
them data they could input into a chart/graph. 
 
Living things and their habitats 
*Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive  
*Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats 
provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other  
*Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats  



*Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and 
identify and name different sources of food. 
Link to wildlife on farm and various habitats such as comparisons of Rabbits / badgers / squirrels / birds / 
worms! You could link in soil on a basic level here too.  Describe what an animal eats, discuss how your animals 
and the wildlife on your farm have differing diets, and how that might compare to your diet and what the 
children eat.  
 
Plants  
*Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants. Show the children the stages of growth 
through regular videos. 
*Find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy. Talk 
about what plants needs and the important part the weather plays in this.  
 
Animals, including humans  
*Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults – follow the progress of a lamb / 
calf etc over the course of their lifetime. Show the ewes lambing in real time or via video.  
*Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air) – 
discuss what animals need for survival and compare that to a human’s living needs.  
*Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and 
hygiene. Talk about the importance of hand washing on farm because of zoonoses. Talk about the importance 
of a healthy and varied diet, link to what you grow and rear.  
 
Uses of everyday materials  
*Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, 
rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses 
You can talk about materials of different every day farming objects / machinery – materials that come from 
animals, such as wool. Perhaps demonstrate by wearing a woolly jumper! Link between trees and wood etc.  
Show the children different items on your farm and talk about what they are made from and why. E.g the hay is 
wrapped in plastic because … my wellies are made from rubber because … 

 


