
 

 

 

 

 

 

Farms for City Children Update 

It has been an interesting year at Farms for City Children! Our charitable activity is based around 
subsidised, week-long residential countryside, food, and farming trips for primary school pupils from 
urban and disadvantaged backgrounds. The immersive experience of spending quality time outdoors 
and getting hands on with farming life would be the perfect antidote for all the children struggling 
with life in lockdown. 
  
Sadly, the Department for Education's ongoing advice against overnight stays has prevented schools 
from travelling and halted our usual operations back in March 2020; but it has also brought some 
exciting new opportunities for us to shake up the way we do things, and who we welcome to our 
farms.  Pre-Covid, most of the school children who visited our farms came from cities far away, with 
children travelling more than 3 hours by coach to our farms in Pembrokeshire, Gloucestershire, and 
Devon. With those city children stuck in their local area during lockdown, we turned instead to the 
children in our local communities to see how we could help.   
 
As Out of School Providers, we have taken the opportunity to extend our charitable services during 
this period to welcome children from local schools to spend a day - or series of days - with our core 
team at the farms. It's been brilliant! We've had the privilege of welcoming a much wider demographic 
of children and young people than normal, with some older teenagers visiting with their special school 
or alternative education providers. We have learnt a lot, and so have they. Getting children back on 
the farms has been incredibly positive, not just to see the growing confidence and self-esteem in these 
new regular day visitors, but also in keeping our sites open and alive with the sound of laughter and 
hard graft when lockdown restrictions have allowed. 
  
This year has also allowed us the space and time to develop new types of relationships outside of 
education provision and to think with more focus about our own farming enterprises. This has 
included working alongside community groups preparing meals for those in need, providing fresh 
produce to local food banks and starting local veg box and meat box schemes for the communities 
around our farms. This sort of diversification has been a real learning experience for us as previously 
our produce went into our farmhouse kitchens to feed our hungry guests, but we are already talking 
with excitement about ways that we can continue to develop this way of working when the world 
finally returns to something a bit more like normal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whilst it's great to celebrate these new initiatives it's also important to acknowledge the terrible 
impact that Covid has had on our small organisation. Our new day visits are brilliant to keep spirits up 
and to extend our support to our local communities during this period, but they don't keep the wolf 
from the door. Our usual residential operations - and the income that is generated to support it - came 
to a halt on 19 March 2020 when the country entered the first lockdown. Due to the Department of 
Education banning school residentials, we have been unable to reopen our usual business since then, 
and it is still unclear when children will be allowed to return. Whilst we understand the reasons behind 
the lockdowns, the financial impact and lack of direct support has been crippling. We have made a 
series of difficult decisions which have allowed us to keep our noses above water and are confident 
we will survive the storm - we must, the children are relying on us - but we will emerge as a very 
different organisation. 
 
However, we are now eagerly planning to re-open all our farms for residential visits at the start of 
the new school year in September 2021 - a very much needed beacon of hope at the end of what 
has at times seemed like a very dark year. We know that schools and parents feel the same and we 
relish the thought of welcoming children back to our farms for an amazing and inspirational week of 
countryside, food, and farming fun! 
 


