Our Work In Action
2017/18 Highlights

From Carl Edwards
Young people are becoming increasingly disconnected from
farming, food production and the outdoor world. At the same
time, we are seeing an increase in young people becoming
more active via social media around food - the latest research
(YouthSight) involving 16-24 year olds shows that young people
now associate themselves with ‘food tribes’ rather than social
groups based around music, as once was the case. Young people
are fitting into social groups around health and wellbeing,
fitness/nutrition, veganism, flexitarianism (a new buzz word for
those that eat meat only a couple of days a week), and those
into their craft beers and gins. With this in mind, LEAF Education
has had the foresight to focus on this future generation and
work with secondary school age young people. Key to this is
Carl Edwards Director, Education and Public Engagement working to inspire a future generation about farming, food and
the countryside; highlighting opportunities available to them, both academic, skill based, opening their eyes to future
career routes and promoting health and wellbeing.
LEAF Education will continue to lead the way in engaging with young people and having a positive impact on their
lives, learning and health. We will carry on working with individuals and organisations that share this passion. As
we look ahead to the next academic year, we are excited to develop further our collaborative work and open more
opportunities for the industry to interact with young people; and ultimately for young people to become more
enthused about farming, food and the countryside.

Our Work with Schools
Our Regional Team of
Education Consultants have
been examining secondary
curriculum syllabi and
exam specifications. They
have identified areas in
which elements can be
addressed by food and
farming resources to provide real-life examples to enhance
theoretical learning in the classroom.
We have begun to develop these resources in the areas of
Business Studies, Environmental Science, Geography, Food
Preparation and Nutrition and Science. In addition, “Plastic
Packaging” has been added to our suite of Controversial
Issues series in response to the government’s determination
to crack down on the use of plastics by eliminating all
avoidable plastic waste. All LEAF Education resources can be
viewed here: www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/partners/
leaf-education/resources
Our Regional Team develop resources as part of their core
work. LEAF Regional Education Consultant Jane Powell who
covers Wales has produced a new resource for primary
schools to map their local food system, with links to the
geography curriculum, and ideas for history, maths, global
citizenship and IT.
A Welsh language version is available here:
www.countrysideclassroom.org.uk/resources/1250

459

Schools worked
with this year

10,560

Young people directly
delivered to

22,040

Total learning hours
delivered to
young people
LEAF Education East of England Consultant,
Gaina Dunsire has also developed a whole day’s
programme for GCSE and A Level students,
including resources on ‘The Business of Farming’.
The feedback has been very positive:
“I learnt there is more to farming than meets the
eye and it is much more complex than it seems,
however, it seems really enjoyable.”
“I learnt all about the decisions farmers have to
make and the care and pride they have for their
business, the farm.”

Initial Teacher Training
Thanks to significant support from Bayer CropScience in 2017, we were able to increase our capability and capacity
to deliver more quality training for teachers and trainee teachers. Michael Muncey, Head of Bayer Crop Science in the
UK said: “By encouraging more teachers to integrate farming into their teaching, we hope that it will persuade both
teachers and pupils that farming is a career of choice rather than last resort, as well as highlight how and where our
food is produced.” We have considerable experience in training primary school trainee teachers and we have now
begun to develop our links with universities, working with their secondary school trainees.

353

Trainee teachers
worked with
this year

60%

have visited or
intend to visit a farm

100%
Of those trained in last 2 years have

used LEAF Education resources in the
classroom since training

1,589

Total learning hours delivered
to trainee teachers
The following are responses taken from evaluation forms
issued during the training:
“When qualified, I will make sure to use farming and
visits to farms to teach children and give them an interest
in the countryside.” Teacher
“I will endeavour to use the resources recommended/
provided to give children a more in-depth understanding
of farming and where our food comes from and to use
the outdoors in lessons more often.” Teacher
“I think the students appreciated the wealth of learning
which can come from a farm visit (both curriculum
and personal development) and you pointed them in
the direction of so many partner organisations and
resources.” Tutor

Continuous Professional Development2016/17

FaceTime a Farmer

Our Regional Team of Education Consultants work
closely with teachers both in the classroom and
on farm to give them confidence in teaching about
food and farming matters to all age groups. They
can deliver curriculum subject - specific sessions,
focus on healthy eating and food provenance
or address important areas such as health and
wellbeing. Bespoke training is also offered.

A new project which is meeting with tremendous interest is our
FaceTime a Farmer initiative. Following a successful pilot project
in the east of England, we have introduced a ‘matching’ service
between schools and farmers who wish to talk using Skype or
FaceTime. Children have regular contact with a farmer and are able
to pose questions which the teacher can link to their current topics
and subjects. We have paired over 70 farms and schools this year.

Over 1000
Teachers have received
CPD training

2,367

Training hours for
CPD training

Farm Day for teachers
What will you do next?

“We are planning a visit to a working farm and will incorporate farming into
our cookery and growing curriculum at school. We are aiming to deliver CPD
for other teachers to cascade what we have learnt from today’s training.”
LEAF Regional Educational Consultant

School involvement
“Our local Regional Education Consultant visited us last year to help launch
our project for the first time, and as a result of her support we had a really
exciting term. The pupils were really engaged and learnt a great deal.
Our REC put me in touch with some excellent contacts from the farming
community, and we had visits from a local dairy farmer, potato farmer and a
food distributor.” Teacher

Work with farmers016/17

5,000
Young people
visited a farm

14,942
hours spent on farm by
these young people

425

Teachers worked
directly with farmers

As a result of the children’s growing interest and the commitment of
the staff, the schools have been supported by our Regional Education
Consultant to visit local farms. Not only do pupils get to meet the
farmers and learn about agriculture first hand, they have also learnt
a range of practical skills such as reading a compass while navigating
farm trails as part of a geography field trip. The teachers have
commented that the sessions have benefitted not only geography but
also maths and English.
“There are so many benefits which include learning about where
our food comes from, rural landscapes, understanding the different
jobs involved in farming, renewable energy, healthy eating and a
great focus for British values”.

of respondents have
enjoyed the FaceTime
a Farmer Initiative

5-18 years old
FaceTime a Farmer covered
all Key Stages

100%

of those respondents that
are having conversations
will continue next year

National Competition – Innovation School of The
Year In Food, Farming And The Environment

We work with farmers to support them in delivering high quality
educational experiences for young people. This includes support
on how to deliver activities, training to increase confidence,
upskilling to deliver sessions linked to national curricula,
understanding of the industry code of practice for health
and safety and highlighting resources available for farmers
to use. Ultimately, we aim to facilitate unique and innovative
opportunities for farmers to engage with young people and the
public. To this end, on behalf of Access To Farms we are about to
deliver a CEVAS Plus course for farmers who completed our CEVAS
training course over five years ago.

An exciting innovation this year was LEAF Education’s inaugural farming
competition for schools. The national competition,run in partnership with
Llysfasi College in North Wales, was aimed at connecting teenagers with food
and farming and climaxed in a final Prize Weekend.
The competition was developed not only to reconnect teenagers with their
food – where it comes from and how it gets to their plates – but also to
enhance their understanding of how farming impacts on their lives and open
their eyes to the many career opportunities available in the sector.
Iain Clarke, Head of College, Llysfasi added: “The level of commitment
shown by all the students was immense; –their energy, enthusiasm and
creativity was so impressive and truly inspiring. We hope the competition
– and the Prize Weekend in particular – has equipped these young people
with a greater appreciation of what farmers do and where their food comes
from. We also hope the experience triggers an interest in the many exciting
career opportunities there are on offer in the agriculture sector.”

Since March we have further developed our LEAF Open Farm
School Days project. For several years LEAF has offered this
nationwide initiative to get children out onto farms throughout
June, linked to the highly successful LEAF Open Farm Sunday.
LEAF Education has supported the project, providing educational
expertise to ensure safe, quality visits that meet the requirements
of the national curriculum. We have been fortunate in 2018 to
attract additional trust funding for these visits.
“It was a privilege to attend and witness first hand pupils loving
and learning in the outdoor classroom. I need no convincing
that these visits offer such a breadth of beneficial experience
for children (and adults) that there are literally no downsides
when days are enjoyable, educational and so well organised.”
Grant provider

100%

Watch our video covering the National Competition here: goo.gl/ZeWHZP

Main learning points for pupils:
“The contact with animals was clearly inspiring but the depth and breadth of knowledge really allowed them to
start to build a greater understanding of the challenge and innovation within farming.”
“To have exposure to real life conditions and the pressures of the farming industry. To then link this idea to aspects
of curriculum e.g. sustainable development and changes needed for the future.”

Regional Education
Consultant training
We have appointed three new Regional Education Consultants
(RECs) – two replacements in the West Midlands and the South East
and one to cover the Central area. The new members had induction
training covering the wide variety of aspects of work included in
their role.
Since August 2017, we have offered upskilling opportunities to all
our Regional Consultants. This has included a day’s training with a
focus on our Initial Teacher Training programme at primary level.
The training ensured better standardisation and consistency of
approach whilst still allowing the team to work to their particular
strengths.
One day saw the team visiting Overbury Farm in Gloucestershire
to find out how a LEAF Demonstration Farm operates and to
understand the work carried out with schools and the community.
Our RECs also completed training with University College London
Institute of Education (IOE) on ‘What Makes Great Professional
Development?’ This quality assurance puts us at the forefront of CPD
for teachers and education professionals. We are now considering
further training so that our consultants have the opportunity to
become IOE accredited facilitators.

Contact us
LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming)
Stoneleigh Park
Warwickshire
CV8 2LG

Get Involved
Help us achieve our ambition

Now could not be a more critical time to
engage and educate young people, our
future generation, about farming, food and
the countryside.
• Join LEAF & LEAF Education
• Take part in FaceTime a Farmer
• Sign up to Countryside Classroom
• Get involved in our training and
education activities

With thanks to our Patrons

Our thanks to the farmer and corporate members,
sponsors and donors who have supported our work,
including our major funders and patrons:

+44 (0)24 7641 3911
education@leafuk.org
@LEAF_Education
/FarmingAndCountrysideEducation
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