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Caroline Drummond MBE, Chief Executive of LEAF (Linking Environment And Farming):  

 

“We welcome the publication of the second part of the National Food Strategy. It sets out far 

reaching and visionary ambitions to transform our farming and food systems. We are 

heartened by the recognition it gives to the interconnectedness of food production, climate 

change and the health of society.    

 

“There is a clear consensus that transforming our farming and food systems is critical for 

tackling the climate, health and nature crisis. Partnerships, collaboration and getting buy-in 

from the entire food supply chain is key to the successful delivery of these recommendations.  

 

“The report highlights a need for urgent action and lays down the gauntlet to government. 

Business as usual is not an option.  

 

 “As the leading organisation developing and promoting more sustainable, regenerative and 

nature-based farming, LEAF is well placed to support many of the National Food Strategy’s 

recommendations. For 30 years, we have been providing farmers (who are on the front line 

of climate change solutions) with hands-on and practical support to reduce carbon emissions, 

build healthier soils, deliver better air and water quality, enhance biodiversity as well as 

connect with consumers.  

 

“As referenced in the report, it is vital that we make the best use of our land, but farmers 

need to be given the skills, resources and know-how to accelerate the uptake of more climate 

positive solutions. Our UK wide network of exemplary Demonstration Farms and world 

leading research centres are leading the way in this crucial area of knowledge development 

and exchange.  
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“The development of more sustainable methods of farming has to be backed by robust 

science, which is then translated to farm level – this is exactly where the LEAF Network has a 

huge role to play. Cutting edge IFM research, generated from our Innovation Centres, is 

tested in a practical, farm setting on our Demonstration Farms, which is then promoted to 

the wider farming community through farm visits, talks and training. This ‘Science into 

Practice’ approach ensures that new sustainable farming innovations and approaches, 

evidenced by rigorous, scientific research, reach farmers on the ground.  

 

“Incentivising and recognising farmers for what they are doing to protect, manage and 

enhance our environment and build biodiversity also has to be part of the jigsaw. This is where 

LEAF Marque, one of the world’s leading environmental assurance systems, plays a key role 

as a catalyst for change. 

 

“The report also recognises the importance of getting people to really value their food, where 

it comes from, its nutritional contents and health benefits. To ensure a long-term shift in our 

food culture, we have to start with education to build much closer connections with farming, 

food production and the environment. Our education and engagement activities delivered 

through LEAF Education, are focused on engaging future generations with farming and how 

their food is produced in order to promote healthier lifestyles and food purchasing decisions, 

drive demand for sustainably produced food, nurture an interest in the natural world and help 

build a sense of personal responsibility in helping to protect it.    

 

“We work across the education, farming and food sectors to inspire, engage and mobilise 

teachers and young people about the value of their food delivered through LEAF Open Farm 

Sunday, Farmer Time, farm visits, imaginative learning resources across all key stages, 

Farming Fortnight and Chef on the Farm.  

 

 “We welcome the report’s central themes around backing farmer-led innovation, and 

reconnecting people with food production and nature to boost health and wellbeing. It gives 

a real sense of the urgent need for change. But we cannot act alone. The success of these 

recommendations will be founded on collaboration, mutual respect and real commitment to 

making meaningful change happen.” 


