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Farmer Time – Vegetable production   
 
 
Sheena Wright is the Supplier Assurance Manager at J 
E Hartley Ltd, who produce frozen peas and various 
other vegetables for markets across the UK. Based in 
Yorkshire, with over 20,000 hectares on their 
doorstep, Hartleys can process crops in under 150 
minutes, clocking up minimal food miles.  The whole 
process is controlled and managed by Hartleys from 
seed to final pack and strives to produce a crop of 
exceptional quality, supplying Sainsbury’s with British 
frozen peas alongside a number of other customers. 
You can find out more about Hartleys here: 
www.jehartleyfrozenveg.co.uk.  
 
 
 

Sheena has been part of 
Farmer Time for almost a year 
now, after a customer 
suggested it might be a good 
thing to be a part of, and she 
has not looked back!  Paired 
up with a year 2 class (6–7-
year-olds) in an inner-city 
school where most of the 
children do not have gardens 
or accessible outdoor space, 
the children have been 
wowed by Sheena’s video 
calls. Sheena explains just 
how excited the children are 
when you first go online from 
the field – bringing farming to 
life inside the classroom.  
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We asked Sheena what seems to be of biggest interest to the children “Often my class asked 
lots of questions about money – how much will I get for that field of peas etc – and how 
much do I get paid! The calls are short as they do not have the attention to last longer than 
15-20 minutes, but they certainly seem to enjoy them.” 
 
 
 
For anyone that is considering being a part of Farmer 
Time, Sheena says: “There really is no reason not to do 
it – it is up to you how often you link in: it’s mutually 
agreeable with the teacher and yourself. The calls are 
15-20 minutes maximum and it might just ignite some 
little person’s passion for the outdoors and farming – 
at least knowing where their food comes from and 
how it grows. That’s got to be a good thing to do. 
Especially if like my class they live in a city and have no 
gardens. 
It's important to keep our future generations 
connected with how food is produced: how else can 
we ask them to respect the environment and the land 
and all the things that lead up to being well provided 
for as a population and respect all the work and 
technology needed to get there?”  
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