
 

 

 

 

 

 

Worshipful Company of Farmers Question Time 

200 viewers joined The Worshipful Company of Farmers (WCF) ‘Question Time’ debate, with panellists 

Minette Batters, NFU; Professor Sir Charles Godfray, Oxford University; Dr Darren Moorcroft, The 

Woodland Trust and Ian Wright, The Food and Drink Federation.  

Chaired by the Master of the Farmers’ Company, Richard Whitlock, the panel believe it is possible for 

agriculture to get to net zero. “Having ripped up the old rulebook, we have a new one,” said Minette 

Batters. “We are one sector who can get to net zero, without downsizing livestock numbers. It is good 

for business; good for the planet and the legislation is in place.” Ian Wright struck a note of caution 

“there are some hard yards on what different nations can do and when they do it. The good news is 

your kids will tell you what you need to do and how to change.” 

On the Agricultural Act, Darren Moorcroft welcomed public funds being made available for public 

goods, emphasising that getting the right balance between cropping and woodland being key to the 

future. He believes some landowners will shift their focus and create other habitats. Minette Batters 

talked about the dangers of the funding being available to all and there being a risk that big players 

dominate, leaving others, such as tenant farmers, missing out.  

On the question of what consumers value most there was a consensus – price. Food prices are going 

to go up if we want to address sustainability. The shopper might lead the way, driven by the younger 

generation but the food and drink supply chain need to change, and farmers will have to be paid more 

to meet new standards. Sir Charles Godfray warned that while the shopper makes the rules, they 

won’t be able to do all the heavy lifting.  

 


