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INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARTICIPANTS

Project Reference Number: 


Title of study
What Provisions are Impletmented within Educational Settings to Positively Support Transgender Children?

Invitation Paragraph

I would like to invite you to participate in this research project which forms part of my Master’s in Education Degree research. Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what your participation will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask me if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.

What is the purpose of the study?
The aim of this research project is to distinguish what provisions are provided in educational settings to support transgender children in a positive way, encouraging their learning experience. The rationale behind this research is to discover how a school environment can be created for transgender children, which is equal to each child within the setting. 

Why have I been invited to take part?
You have been invited to partake as you identify as transgender (18+). Your personal knowledge and previous experience can provide valuable information around this specific research area.

What will happen if I take part?
Taking part will require you to complete a written questionnaire, created by the researcher. The questionnaire will take no more than 10 minutes to complete and will completed in your desired environment, uploaded anonymously.  

Do I have to take part?

Participation is completely voluntary. You should only take part if you want to and choosing not to take part will not disadvantage you in anyway. Once you have read the information sheet, please contact us if you have any questions that will help you make a decision about taking part. If you decide to take part consent will need to be provided. The ability to provide consent will be built within the questionnaire, the first required statement will read “I provide my consent to continue”, providing two answers: “Yes – I consent”, “No – I withdraw” – if the participant consents, the questionnaire will continue, if they select no the questionnaire will come to an end due to consent not being provided.
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What are the possible risks of taking part?
There are no risks or disadvantages involved in partaking within this research project. If you decide to go ahead, you will be asked to sign a consent form to make sure that you fully understand what you are agreeing to. The research has been approved by the Faculty Ethics Committee at Staffordshire University.
Your participation is completely voluntary.  If you change your mind at any point, you can withdraw at any time up to the point at which the data becomes aggregated for analysis purposes and you don’t have to give a reason for doing so. If there are any questions in the questionnaire that you would prefer not to answer, you do not have to answer them.

What are the possible benefits of taking part?
There are also no personal benefits of partaking, however, the data collated from the questionnaires may provide information which may identify a gap in educational framework, regarding transgender and the provisions currently offered. 


Data handling and confidentiality

Your data will be processed in accordance with the data protection law and will comply with the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 (GDPR). 

None of the information in which you provide will identify you, when the questionnaire is completed it automatically uploads onto the online software (Qualtrics) as anonymous, so all information will be confidential. The data provided will only be accessed by me, no-one else will have access to it. When the data is collated and the research project is completed, the research will be destroyed in compliance with University procedures. 


Data Protection Statement

The data controller for this project will be Staffordshire University. The University will process your personal data for the purpose of the research outlined above. The legal basis for processing your personal data for research purposes under the data protection law is a ‘task in the public interest’ You can provide your consent for the use of your personal data in this study by completing the consent form that has been provided to you. 

You have the right to access information held about you. Your right of access can be exercised in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation. You also have other rights including rights of correction, erasure, objection, and data portability. Questions, comments and requests about your personal data can also be sent to the Staffordshire University Data Protection Officer. If you wish to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office, please visit www.ico.org.uk.  

What if I change my mind about taking part?

You are free withdraw at any point of the study, until the data are aggregated for analysis purposes, without having to give a reason. Withdrawing from the study will not affect you in any way. You are able to withdraw your data from the study up until 15/06/2020 after which withdrawal of your data will no longer be possible due to data having been processed, with the dissertation being finalised. In the case of online questionnaires, please note that data are aggregated for analysis immediately after the submission of responses, and that it is not possible to disaggregate data after responses have been submitted.

If you choose to withdraw from the study we will not retain any information that you have provided us as a part of this study. 

What will happen to the results of the study?

The results of this research will be included in my MA dissertation.  All data in this dissertation will be anonymised.  This means that neither individuals nor institutions will be identified or identifiable in this document.  The results may be submitted to a peer reviewed academic journal for publication or presented at a research conference.  However, anonymity will be maintained in the event of any publication. 

Who should I contact for further information?

This research is being undertaken for the purpose of completing a dissertation for a MA in Education at Staffordshire University.  If you have any queries or questions related to this research, please contact me by email at C013284G@student.staffs.ac.uk .   If you have any concerns about this research, please feel free to contact my supervisor, Sharon Inglis.  Her email address is Sharon.Inglis@staffs.ac.uk .
What if I have further questions, or if something goes wrong?
  
If this study has harmed you in any way or if you wish to make a complaint about the conduct of the study you can contact the study supervisor or the Chair of the Staffordshire University Ethics Committee for further advice and information: 
 
Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering taking part in this research.
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