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On 6 May 2021, residents across Greater Manchester will head to the polls for a
number of key elections. These include the election of a number of local councillors in
Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford
and Wigan, and the election of the Greater Manchester Mayor.
The last year has been an incredibly difficult and challenging time for us all. Our
research into the experiences of LGBT people during the Covid-19 pandemic
has identified unique, and sometimes disproportionate, impacts felt by LGBT
communities. We firmly believe that all political candidates can, and must, put forward
manifestos which protect and advance LGBT equality both during and after the
pandemic. Despite the significant legislative progress in recent decades there is still
so much more to do.
We are urging every LGBT person and our allies to have their voice heard on 6 May
2021, because if we’re not counted, we don’t count.
We are also calling on all candidates and political parties to be proactive and vocal
in their defence of LGBT communities and our rights. Our manifesto for this election
sets out that roadmap towards equality. These are commitments that, if implemented,
will have a profound and positive impact upon the lives of LGBT people. Whilst some
are well documented in public conversation and debate, we also firmly believe in
shining a light on issues facing some of the most marginalised and invisible people
within our LGBT family.
With your support, we can achieve a fair and equal society where all LGBT people
can achieve their full potential.
This election, please join us and #VoteWithPride

Paul Martin OBE
Chief Executive - LGBT Foundation

3

#VOTEWITHPRIDE#VOTEWITHPRIDE#VOTEWITHPRIDE

Why vote with pride?

The Commitments
Our Equality Wins Manifesto sets out the
seven commitments that elected officials in
Greater Manchester can make in order to
protect and advance LGBT equality across the
city-region.
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Fully implement sexual orientation and trans status
monitoring across all publicly funded organisations
in Greater Manchester

2.

Respond to the healthcare needs of trans and non-		
binary communities in Greater Manchester and 		
support Indigo Gender Service – the new pilot NHS 		
adult gender service in Greater Manchester

3.

Commit to ongoing support and funding of social 		
care services for ageing LGBT communities in Greater
Manchester

4.

Ensure all LGBT people in Greater Manchester have
equal access to domestic abuse services and 			
protections from hate crimes

5.

Address the health inequalities faced by LGBT people,
particularly those exacerbated by the Covid-19 		
pandemic, by requiring all Greater Manchester 		
health and social care organisations to actively 		
consider and respond to the needs of their LGBT 		
communities.

6.

Fully support Greater Manchester’s schools to 		
implement LGBT-inclusive relationships and sex 		
education

7.

Ensure that LGBT people seeking asylum and refuge
have access to support and services which are 			
affirmative of their identities
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1.
The community want to know...
“How are you going to ensure that LGBT services get
the right amount of funding and support?”
We want you to...
Fully implement sexual orientation and trans status
monitoring for all publicly funded organisations in
Greater Manchester
Recording sexual orientation and trans status allows policy makers,
commissioners and providers to improve services and support targeted,
preventative and early intervention work. It will also bring public bodies in
Greater Manchester in line with the questions in the 2021 Census.
Many services are unaware of the sexual orientation and trans status of their service
users. The National LGBT Survey (2018) found that 44.5% of respondents in the North
West never discussed or disclosed their sexual orientation with healthcare staff in the 12
months preceding the survey.1 Effective monitoring is essential in improving the support
services provided for LGBT people. A 2017 LGBT Foundation Primary Care Survey
found that trans patients at GP practices that monitor trans status were 62.1% more
likely to say that their GP practice met their needs. Additionally, lesbian, gay and bi (LGB)
patients at GP practices that monitor sexual orientation were 21.4% more likely to say
their GP practice met their needs.2
Sexual orientation and trans status monitoring is also relevant to other areas of policy.
For example, LGBT Foundation lobbied for the inclusion of questions on sexual
orientation and trans status in the Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) bus reform
survey. This means that TfGM will be able to better understand how safe and accessible
buses in Greater Manchester are for LGBT communities and act to improve services
where necessary.
This commitment ensures that the needs of LGBT communities can be identified and
articulated, and relevant organisations can subsequently take steps to respond and
improve their services.

1 Government Equalities Office. 2018. National LGBT Survey. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-lgbt-survey-summary-report
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2 LGBT Foundation. 2017. Primary Care Survey Report. Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/downloads/
PrimaryCareSurvey

The community want to know...
“What will you be doing to advance trans healthcare?”
We want you to...
Respond to the healthcare needs of trans and
non-binary communities in Greater Manchester
and support Indigo Gender Service – Greater
Manchester’s new pilot NHS adult gender service
Indigo Gender Service is focusing on reducing waiting times and
commissioning care in a way which truly meets the needs of trans and
non-binary people in Greater Manchester. The service has been designed
by and for trans communities and brings together the expertise of gtd
healthcare and LGBT Foundation.
Mainstream health services are not providing adequate support for trans and non-binary
people. In the National LGBT Survey (2018), 22% of trans respondents in the North West
said their specific needs were ignored or not considered when they accessed, or tried to
access, healthcare in the previous 12 months.3
Additionally, the NHS is falling short when it comes to providing specialist support for
trans and non-binary people. NHS Guidelines say 18 weeks is the limit for waiting times
from referral to treatment. In reality the average waiting time for a first appointment with
a Gender Identity Clinics is at least 18 months and is growing.4
A lack of access to gender identity services is a particular problem in the North West.
The National LGBT Survey found that 47.4% of trans respondents said accessing
services was not at all easy, compared to 42.1% of all respondents. Furthermore,
when asked why accessing specialist gender identity services was difficult 30.8% of
trans people in the North West said that their GP did not know where to refer them,
this compares to 24.7% of people across the UK. Most notably 50.2% of North West
respondents said the services were not close enough to them, this compares to 32.2%
of UK respondents.5
Indigo offers a new model of care which is local, timely and appropriate. This
pioneering new service in Greater Manchester has the potential to revolutionise the
model of trans healthcare nationally. The pilot comes as a response to the current
lack of services and provides an innovative new approach to how trans health
services are commissioned and delivered. Championing Indigo Gender Service
ensures that a vital service is given full support, and the specific healthcare needs of
trans and non-binary communities in Greater Manchester are recognised and met.
3 Government Equalities Office. 2018. National LGBT Survey. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-lgbt-survey-summary-report
4 NHS Trusts Proving Gender Identity Services via BBC News [online] Available at: www.bbc.co.uk/news/
uk-england-42774750
5 Government Equalities Office. 2018. National LGBT Survey. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-lgbt-survey-summary-report
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3.
The community want to know...
“What have you got in mind for isolated LGBT people,
especially older ones and those who may need more
support in sheltered housing or care homes.”
We want you to...
Commit to ongoing support and funding of social care
services for ageing LGBT communities in Greater
Manchester
Social care services should respond to the needs of ageing LGBT
communities. Existing projects, like LGBT Foundation’s Pride in Ageing
programme, address the acute social isolation that many older LGBT
people experience in older age. Pride in Ageing is also working to
expand LGBT Foundation’s Pride in Practice training and accreditation
programme into adult social care services and housing providers.
Expansions and new programmes should have similar commitments.
There are approximately 7,650 LGB people aged over 50 living in Manchester City and
these communities experience specific health inequalities and care needs.6
Only 12% of respondents aged over 50 in Greater Manchester said that they have never
experienced a mental health issue. Over half have experienced depression or low selfesteem, and 48% have experienced feelings of isolation.7 Focus groups held with older
LGB people in Manchester in 2014 found that many respondents were experiencing
daily struggles with isolation, loneliness and complex health problems. Some felt that
as they grew older, they became invisible on the gay scene, and felt less connected to a
wider LGBT community.8 A 2020 LGBT Foundation survey also found that 51% would
be uncomfortable in a non-LGBT specific care home.9

6 Based on an estimated LGB population of 5-7% Department of Trade and Industry. ‘Final Regulatory Impact Assessment: Civil Partnership Act’, 2004 and Office for National Statistics, ‘2011 Census - Population
and Household Estimates for England and Wales, March 2011’. London: ONS, 2012.
7 LGBT Foundation. 2011. I Exist. Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/downloads/IExistReport
8 LGBT Foundation. 2015. The State of the City for Manchester’s Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Communities.
Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/downloads/StateOfTheCityOlder
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9 LGBT Foundation. 2020. Housing, Ageing and Care. Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/downloads/
HousingAgeingCareReport2

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic has also been acutely felt. A recent LGBT
Foundation survey into the experiences of LGBT communities during pandemic found
that of LGBT people aged over 50, 40% were living alone during the pandemic, 18%
had been unable to access healthcare for non-Covid related issues, 42% had a medical
appointment cancelled, and 21% were unable to access medication or were worried
they might not be able to access medication.11
Pride in Ageing is working to reduce many of these issues, with a number of objectives
such as improving the delivery of social care and housing for LGBT people over 50 by
developing a pilot for a quality standard for social care and housing. The programme is
also working towards reducing social isolation for LGBT people over 50. This work is
being co-produced with a group of older LGBT people to ensure it is responding to the
real needs of the community.
This commitment ensures that the ageing LGBT population are not being left behind
in social care and broader services.

10 Guasp, A. 2011. Lesbian, Gay & Bisexual People in Later Life. Stonewall. Available at:
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/LGB_people_in_Later_Life__2011_.pdf
11 LGBT Foundation, 2020. Hidden Figures: The Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on LGBT Communities
in the UK. Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/coronavirus/hiddenfigures
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Across the UK, older LGBT people have concerns about accessing services. A Stonewall
survey found that three in five older LGB people were not confident that social care and
support services, like paid carers or housing services, would be able to understand and
meet their needs. More than two in five had the same concerns about mental health
services, and one in six about their GP and other health services.10
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4.
The community want to know...
“What are your plans to ensure that LGBT-specific
domestic abuse services are maintained to the same
level as other domestic abuse services?”
and
“What is your plan to combat hate against the LGBT
community?”
We want you to...
Ensure all LGBT people in Greater Manchester
have equal access to domestic abuse services and
protections from hate crimes
This provision should improve support and raise awareness within
LGBT communities about domestic abuse and hate crime. It should also
encourage reporting, and improve monitoring and recording practices.
Evidence suggests that LGBT people in the UK are disproportionately more likely to
experience domestic abuse and violence. A 2018 study found that 11% of LGBT people
faced domestic abuse from a partner in the previous year, this compares to 6% of
women and 3% of men in the general population.12
Additionally, reporting rates are low - the National LGBT Survey (2018) found that 89.7%
of LGBT people in the North West who had experienced an incident that threated
their safety in the home, from someone they lived with, had not reported it to anyone.
LGBT people experiencing domestic abuse may also be at a greater risk of being
disadvantaged in other ways. For example, 50% of LGBT people accessing LGBT
Foundation’s domestic abuse service stated that they were unemployed and eligible for
benefits. In 2018/19, 57% of people who accessed LGBT Foundation’s Domestic Abuse
Service were men, demonstrating a lack of mainstream domestic abuse support for gay,
bi and trans men in Greater Manchester and more widely.
Furthermore, in 2017/18, 71.5% of people accessing LGBT Foundation’s domestic
abuse service had not thought about accessing support before. Their key reasons for
this include services being too difficult to access, a lack of LGBT-inclusive services,
and wanting specific support that understood their needs as an LGBT person. This also
demonstrates the need to improve the support that mainstream services offer to LGBT
people. A recent survey by LGBT Foundation also found that 8% of LGBT respondents
have said they do not feel safe where they are currently staying during the Covid-19
pandemic.13
12 Bachmann, C and Gooch, B. 2018. LGBT in Britain. Home and Communities. Stonewall and YouGov.
Available at: https://www.stonewall.org.uk/sites/default/files/lgbt_in_britain_home_and_communities.pdf
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13 LGBT Foundation, 2020. Hidden Figures: The Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on LGBT Communities
in the UK. Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/coronavirus/hiddenfigures

This commitment ensures that the safety of LGBT communities in Greater
Manchester is given appropriate priority.

14 Home Office. 2019. Hate Crime, England and Wales, 2018/19. Available at https://assets.publishing.
service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/839172/hate-crime-1819hosb2419.pdf
15 Stonewall, 2017. LGBT in Britain - Hate Crime and Discrimination. Available at: https://www.stonewall.
org.uk/system/files/lgbt_in_britain_hate_crime.pdf
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LGBTphobic hate crimes have also significantly increased in recent years. There were
14,491 incidents related to sexual orientation in England and Wales in 2018-19 (a
25% increase from the previous 12 months), and a further 2,333 incidents related to
trans identity (a 37% increase from the previous 12 months).14 Hate crime reporting is
generally quite low, with only one out of every five hate crimes against LGBT people
being reported to the police. This means the actual numbers of incidents are likely to
be significantly higher.15
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5.
The community want to know...
“How are you going to make sure LGBT people have
access to the right healthcare services, especially
given the impact of the pandemic?”
We want you to...
Address the health inequalities faced by LGBT people,
particularly those exacerbated by the Covid-19
pandemic, by requiring all Greater Manchester
health and social care organisations to actively
consider and respond to the needs of their LGBT
communities.
This is already required by the public sector equality duty and should be
a required as a condition of receiving any public funding.
The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic has also disproportionately hit LGBT
communities. In an LGBT Foundation survey done to assess the impact of the pandemic
on the community, 42% said they would like to access support for their mental health,
18% were concerned about substance or alcohol misuse or a triggered relapse, 16%
had been unable to access non-Covid related healthcare, 34% have had a medical
appointment cancelled, and 23% were unable to access medication or were worried
they would be unable to access medication. These percentages tend to increase when
looking at multiply marginalised members of LGBT communities.16
LGBT people living in Greater Manchester already face a number of health inequalities.
Only 7% of LGB people in Greater Manchester report they’ve never experienced a
mental health problem and 59% said they had experienced 3 or more mental health
problems.17 78% of trans people in Manchester City reported suicidal thoughts.18 This
is a significantly higher rate than the general population, with the 2016 NHS survey on
adult psychiatric morbidity reporting that 21% of people experience suicidal thoughts
within their lifetime.19

16 LGBT Foundation, 2020. Hidden Figures: The Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on LGBT Communities
in the UK. Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/coronavirus/hiddenfigures
17 LGBT Foundation. 2011. I Exist. Available at: https://lgbt.foundation/downloads/IExistReport
18 Manchester City Council and LGBT Foundation. Research Study into the Trans Population of Manchester. Available at: https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/downloads/download/6603/research_study_into_the_
trans_population_of_manchester
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19 NHS Digital. 2016. Adult Psychiatric Morbidity Survey: Survey of Mental Health and Wellbeing, England,
2014. Available at: https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20180328140249/http://digital.nhs.uk/catalogue/PUB21748

However, currently mainstream services often do not adequately respond to the needs
of LGBT people. For example, an LGBT Foundation survey found that 72% said they
thought GP practices could improve services they offer to their LGBT patients.22
Additionally, LGBT people are often reluctant to access mainstream support due to fears
of discrimination. A Stonewall survey found that across the UK 14% of LGBT people
have avoided treatment for fear of discrimination because they are LGBT, this rises to
37% of trans of people and 33% of non-binary people.23
This commitment ensures that there is an adequate response to a well-documented
aspect of LGBT inequality.

20 Manchester City Council and LGBT Foundation. Research Study into the Trans Population of Manchester. Available at: https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/downloads/download/6603/research_study_into_the_
trans_population_of_manchester
21 Health Survey. 2017. General Health. Available at: http://healthsurvey.hscic.gov.uk/data-visualisation/
data-visualisation/explore-the-trends/general-health.aspx
22 LGBT Foundation. 2017. Primary Care Survey Report. Available at: www.lgbt.foundation/downloads/
PrimaryCareSurvey
23 Bachmann, C. and Gooch, B. 2018. LGBT in Britain. Health Report. Stonewall and YouGov. Available at:
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/lgbt_in_britain_health.pdf
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In Manchester, only 9.7% of trans people reported having ‘very good health’ in a 2016
survey,20 significantly lower than the 76% of the general public that self-reported good
or very good health in the annual NHS England Health, Social Care & Lifestyles survey.21
In order to work towards combating these inequalities it is essential that high quality
targeted support is provided.
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6.
The community want to know...
“How do you intend to support schools across the
region in tackling LGBTphobic bullying?”
We want you to...
Fully support Greater Manchester’s schools to
implement LGBT inclusive relationships and sex
education.
This should include training and support for schools who wish to
develop and deliver a relationship and sex education (RSE) programme
that meets the new guidance, guidance on engaging with parents, and
supplementary and detailed guidance on how to implement LGBTinclusive RSE.
The Department for Education required schools to begin teaching compulsory RSE as
of September 2020. For the first time, this gave a clear directive to schools that LGBTinclusive RSE should be taught. As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, schools who
were not ready to begin the new curriculum in September should begin teaching by the
summer term of 2021 at the latest.
More work needs to be done to ensure that LGBT students feel included, and that their
identities are recognised as equal to their cisgender and heterosexual peers. 45% of
LGBT students in the UK aged 11-19 are bullied for being LGBT at school and 45% of
students who are bullied never tell anyone.24 LGBT-inclusive RSE can go a long way to
making sure students feel recognised and supported.
Research carried out by the Proud Trust reveals that these issues are also prevalent in
Greater Manchester. Young LGBT respondents living in Greater Manchester revealed the
challenges they faced as a result of bullying and discrimination and said they wanted
‘access to LGBT-inclusive, unbiased sex and relationship information, and sexual health
education in schools’.25
Currently, the majority of RSE is not LGBT-inclusive. The National LGBT Survey (2018)
found that only 2% of respondents living in the North West had discussed sexual
orientation and gender identity as part of their school curriculum.
This commitment ensures that future generations are taught in an inclusive
environment and that equality is embedded throughout teaching practices.

24 Stonewall. 2017. The School Report. Available at: https://www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/the_
school_report_2017.pdf
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25 The Proud Trust. 2017. Getting it Right LGBT Young People’s Need Research. Available at: https://www.
theproudtrust.org/resources/guidance-and-research/research-documents-proud-trust/

The community want to know...
“How are you going to support LGBT people fleeing
persecution?”
We want you to...
Ensure that LGBT people seeking asylum and refuge
have access to support and services which are
affirmative of their identities
Greater Manchester proudly takes in more refugees than most other parts
of the country, and more work is needed to increase understanding of the
specific needs of LGBT people seeking asylum and refuge.
In 2010, UK Lesbian and Gay Immigration Group (UKLGIG) exposed that 98-99% of
lesbian and gay people seeking asylum had had their application refused and told to
return to their home county.
A 2016 qualitative study published by UKLGIG and Stonewall on the experiences
of LGBT people in detention centres revealed numerous concerning findings. LGBT
people face discrimination and harassment in detention centres, with trans people
particularly at risk. Detention staff failed to protect LGBT people from abuse. LGBT
people seeking asylum had medication confiscated, for example trans people reported
having their hormones confiscated and people had HIV medication and anti-depressants
confiscated. It was also found that LGBT people seeking asylum cannot fairly pursue
their legal claim while being detained.
Information released in 2021 by the Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity-based
Claims of Asylum (SOGICA) research team at University of Sussex found that LGBT
people seeking asylum and refuge face specific challenges based on fundamental
misunderstandings about their identities. One out of three claimants are rejected due a
complete refusal to believe their lived experiences. Two out of five are rejected due to
lack of understanding of the severity of the dangers they are fleeing. Between 2015 and
2018, the refusal rate for sexuality-based asylum claims rose from 61% to 71% - but the
number of successful appeals also rose, indicating a growing recognition that the system
needs to change, and the experiences of LGBT people seeking asylum and refuge need
to be validated.
This commitment ensures that some of the most vulnerable LGBT people are given
the support that they urgently need but are often denied.

26 UK Lesbian and Gay Immigration Group. 2010. Failing The Grade: Home Office initial decisions on
lesbian and gay claims for asylum. Available at: https://uklgig.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Failingthe-Grade.pdf
27 Bachmann, C. 2016. No Safe Refuge. Experiences of LGBT asylum seekers in detention. Stonewall.
Available at: www.stonewall.org.uk/system/files/no_safe_refuge.pdf
28 Ford, A. 2021. Sussex research reveals injustices faced by LGBTIQ+ asylum claimants. Available at
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/broadcast/read/51443
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7.

1.
2.
3.

Pledge your support for these commitments at:		

http://www.lgbt.foundation/election2021/manifesto

Share this manifesto with your networks:
Contact the candidates standing in your 				
constituency asking them to publicly pledge their
support for this manifesto.

		

4.

Share a message of support on social media.

Click here to share a message on Twitter

Or copy the text below:

“I have pledged my support for @lgbtfdn’s Equality Wins
Manifesto for the elections in Greater Manchester. The
fight for equality is not over - these 7 commitments will
protect and extend LGBT equality.
http://www.lgbt.foundation/election2021/manifesto
					
#VoteWithPride ”

5.

Make sure you #VoteWithPride on 6 May 2021!
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How you can ensure that
Equality Wins in this election?

VOTE
WITH
PRIDE
Published April 2021
LGBT Foundation, PO Box 5577, Manchester, M61 0TT
Reg. Company No. 3476576 Reg Charity No. 1070904

WE’RE HERE IF YOU NEED US

lgbt.foundation

0345 3 30 30 30

