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1.0 Executive Summary 
 
The Local Development Framework (LDF) incorporates the Core Strategy which is the most important 
document in the LDF because it sets an overall strategy and vision, establishing the  broad aims and 
objectives for the use of land in Stockport.  It should be noted that the Core Strategy is a spatial 
document and does not deal directly with delivery of services but, is critical to ensuring that service 
delivery has the infrastructure to enable it to be as efficient and useful as possible.   
 
Despite no mandatory requirement for Health Impact Assessment (HIA) under the Planning legislation 
in England and Wales,  evidence is growing of the importance of planning functions in managing health 
issues.  HIA can also assist with ensuring a sound plan and sustainable appraisal process.   
 
Health determinants are those factors which determine the health of an individual and populace.  
Consideration of health implications ensure robust planning policies which clarify how planning can 
affect health, through identifying links between health and planning, assessing the extent to which 
health might be impacted by a planning decision.  A health conscious plan informs the planning 
process, maximises health benefits and minimises hazards, making the decision making process more 
transparent and inclusive.   
 
Working with NHS Stockport the Health & Environment Advisor (Planning) role at the Council has 
undertaken this HIA alongside other forms of appraisal, using a robust pro-forma designed by NHS 
Stockport’s HIA Team.  A review of various sources of information has produced a baseline on health 
issues from which to assess the emerging policy.  This report is the final stage of that process.   
 
The key health issue for Stockport is health inequalities reflecting the more deprived pockets of the 
borough which one of the most polarised in England.  This circumstance exacerbates other areas of 
concern around increasingly ageing populations, obesity, relatively high smoking levels and alcohol 
use, as well as sexual health issues.  Other factors are air quality issues in certain areas, as well as 
relatively high levels of unpaid carers, many over 55 years of age.  There are concerns around 
availability of open space provision.  Also disability and dependence exacerbates social exclusion. 
Climate change is acknowledged as being of concern in terms of its potential to impact on the most 
vulnerable in Stockport’s communities, as well as the general impacts on health in terms of the 
increased stress of predicted temperature extremes, storms and flooding as well as associated water 
quality issues, UV exposure, vector born diseases and food poisoning. 
 
The Core Strategy is directed to Regeneration areas which, ideally, should enable health and social 
care agencies to better tackle areas of need, thereby addressing elements of polarisation.  Ensuring 
that appropriate employment and affordable housing are targeted at specifically identified areas of 
need will enable health colleagues to achieve improvements in terms of health issues, especially 
polarisation.   
 
With regards to older people, the issue of a ‘healthy life expectancy’ is one that needs to be considered 
within planning policy, in terms of the most feasible areas that policy can be designed to enable this.  It 
is key to address the issue of accessibility, both with regards to polarisation and an ageing society, but 
also regarding the significant borough wide health agendas of obesity, smoking, alcohol and sexual 
health.   
 
Reducing health inequalities through tackling climate change offers an approach to planning policy 
which enables local strategies to deliver on cross-cutting themes.  For example, two frequently 
mentioned tools in tackling obesity are access to affordable healthier food and increased activity levels 
in all social groups.  
 
Recommendations made from this report include considerations of accessibility, strategic interaction 
with other Council and partner strategies, alignment of planning and regeneration targets and 
understanding that sustainable design is the most suitable approach to delivering both planning and 
health aims.  To achieve all this different evidence bases need to be considered to ensure optimised 
health enhancing potentials.   



 2

2.0 Introduction 
 
2.1 Stockport’s Local Development Framework 
The Local Development Framework (LDF) for Stockport comprises several statutory documents setting 
out the Council's policies for the use and development of land.  The LDF will include Development Plan 
Documents (DPD) and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD).  The LDF will play a major role in 
the determination of individual planning applications and in other decisions taken under the Town and 
Country Planning Acts. 
 
The Core Strategy is the most important document in the LDF because it sets an overall strategy and 
vision, establishing the  broad aims and objectives for the use of land in Stockport.  The Core Strategy 
will outline how future strategic development needs including housing, employment, retail, education 
and healthcare will be met, providing the overall context for how policies and proposals will be used to 
promote positive change and guide planning and other policy decisions across the Borough. 
 
It should be noted that the Core Strategy is a spatial document and does not deal directly with delivery 
of services but, is critical to ensuring that service delivery has the infrastructure to enable it to be as 
efficient and useful as possible.  For example in terms of Sexually Transmitted Diseases, whilst it is not 
self-evident that the Core Strategy can have a direct impact on tackling this issue, the location, flexible 
design and accessibility of health infrastructure (i.e. the buildings which house the service) to tackle 
this issue are a vital component.   
 
2.2 Why do Health Impact Assessment? 
There is no mandatory requirement for HIA under the Planning legislation in England and Wales.  
However, the Planning Inspectorate will assess the LDF documents for “Soundness”.  Evidence is 
growing of the importance of planning functions in managing health issues1.  Also in seeking to ensure 
health benefits are an integral part of planning policy, policy writers ensure that plans are robust, 
deliver what is needed by the populace and achieve sustainable development2.   
 
Health determinants are those factors which determine the health of an individual and populace.  They 
include genetic factors, lifestyle factors, social circumstances, as well as socioeconomic, cultural and 
environmental conditions.  HIA identifies how a policy might alter these as well as examining the likely 
impact on the health of different groups in the population.   
 

 
Figure 1 Health Determinants  
 
There is a wealth of HIA guidance available which outlines the reasons for undertaking Health Impact 
Assessment.   

                                                           
1 Prevention is still better than cure: Planning for Healthy Communities 
2 A guide to the NHS for local planning authorities 



 3

 
Aims of prospective HIA for Planning Policy3 

• to assess the potential health impacts, both positive and negative, of policies 
• to improve the quality of public policy decision making through recommendations to enhance 

predicted positive health impacts and minimise negative ones. 
 
The World Health Organisation defines health as ‘a state of complete physical, mental and social well-
being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity’.  They also state that ‘The policies that are 
most successful in sustaining and improving the health of the population are those which deal with 
economic growth, human development and health in an integrated way.’  There is limited research on 
the impacts of environmental degradation on human health but report findings do infer a link between 
environmental impacts, a breakdown in social cohesion and child development as well as causal links 
to health inequalities4. 
 
Benefits of using HIA5 

• Greater awareness amongst policy and decision-makers of how the decisions may affect health 
• Identifying the links between people’s health and planning policy 
• Assessing how and, if possible, the extent to which health will be affected by a decision or 

development 
• Informing planning and decision-making processes 
• Allowing health benefits to be maximised and health hazards to be minimised 
• Making the decision-making process more transparent 
• Involving the people who will be affected by, or have an interest in, the decision 

 
2.3 Sustainability Appraisal 
At the heart of sustainable development is the simple idea of ensuring a better quality of life for 
everyone, now and for future generations.  This includes the need to meet international obligations in 
terms of social equity, health inequalities, biodiversity, social inclusion and exclusion, climate change, 
poverty, waste management and restrictions on pollution. 
 
Mandatory under Section 39(2) of the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, Sustainability 
Appraisal (SA) forms part of the LDF development process.  Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) is required by the SEA European Directive 2001/42/EC "on the assessment of the effects of 
certain plans and programmes on the environment".  SEA has been transposed into UK legislation by 
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.  The Council must 
determine for each document whether a SEA is required, in consultation with specified statutory 
consultees (the Environment Agency, English Heritage and Natural England).  
 
Whilst the requirement to carry out an SA and a SEA are distinct, it is possible to satisfy both through a 
single appraisal process.  Government guidance6 has been produced to ensure that SAs meet the 
requirements of the SEA Directive and to assist authorities in carrying out such appraisals. 
 
This HIA Report forms part of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) (including Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA)) required on all planning policy by European and National legislation.  HIA 
particularly informs (and strengthens) the social aspects of the SA but has obvious importance to 
economic and environmental considerations.  It also reflects a more integrated approach as 
recommended in guidance.  Incorporating the HIA into the SA gives the HIA stronger status as part of 
a mandatory appraisal process, whilst serving to ensure that the SA adequately reflects social issues.   
 
2.4 HIA Methodology 
The Health and Environment Advisor (Planning) role on Stockport Council’s Planning Policy team is 
co-funded by Stockport NHS’s Director of Public Health.  The post holder works closely with the Public 
Health team to take advantage of every opportunity for health and planning colleagues within the 
Borough to work together.  Health Impact Assessment falls under the umbrella of Sustainability 
Appraisal in terms of assessment of planning policy strategies and policies.  As part of the role, the 
                                                           
3 The Mersey Guidelines for Health Impact Assessment 
4 www.livingstreets.org.uk/what_you_can_do/content/traffic.php  
5 How to use health impact assessment: A Short Guide, Welsh HIA Support Unit, School of Social Sciences, Cardiff University 
6 www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/sustainabilityenvironmental/sustainabilityappraisalsa/ 



 4

Health and Environment Advisor works with the Public Health team and her planning policy colleagues 
to ensure HIA is a fundamental part of the SA process, as well as policy development.   
 
The decision to include a ‘rapid’ HIA was taken by the Planning Policy Team reflecting the regional 
activity in terms of the HIA of the Regional Spatial Strategy and to ensure a robust SA process.  This 
also reflected the role of HIA as part of a wider SA/SEA exercise and taking into account capacity of 
officers and time available.  An informal scoping discussion took place with NHS Stockport’s HIA Team 
and the process was discussed.  This included use of NHS Stockport’s robust HIA proforma document 
to assess emerging Core Strategy policies and inform their development.  Once drafted by the Health 
& Environment Advisor (Planning), the NHS Stockport HIA Team were invited to comment.  Those 
comments have been incorporated into the finalised draft, which is reproduced in Appendix 1.   
 
A baseline of health data has been assembled in Section 2.5 highlighting pertinent issues.  The rapid 
HIA process included the ProForma findings being extrapolated and reflected in Section 3.0 of this 
report.  The initial draft of this report was shared with policy writers and NHS Stockport for informal 
consultation, inviting further comment and to inform emerging policy.   
 
The flow chart in Figure 2 shows the tasks undertaken during the HIA process and reflects the iterative 
method of assessment, highlighting as it does the revisiting of process stages once initial drafts have 
been completed.     

 
 
Figure 2 HIA Methodology 

Screening – decision to include HIA 

Scoping – HIA Team & Processes 

Process – NHS Stockport ProForma 

Assessment – determinants & evidence 

Consultation – communication & revision 

Reporting – reflection & evaluation 

HIA Methodology 
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2.5 Health Portrait of Stockport 
This section provides a snapshot of pertinent health issues in Stockport which form the framework of 
issues for consideration whilst undertaking the HIA.  Evidence resources range from the latest edition 
of NHS Stockport’s Annual Public Health Report produced by the Director of Public Health, to the 
Health Protection Agency’s ‘Health effects of climate change in the UK 2008’.   
 
There are other sources of information from NHS Stockport’s own Health Survey in 2006 to the 
Association of Greater Manchester Authorities (AGMA)7 resources, both of which also inform the 
current state of health in the Borough. 
 
Section 3.0 examines in detail the potential positive and negative impacts of the emerging Core 
Strategy, identified through use of NHS Stockport’s Pro Forma and in light of the baseline data below.   
 
2.5.1 Baseline Data 
Stockport Health Survey was undertaken in 2006 using a questionnaire sent to a sample of the 
populace – with a return of more than 8,000 forms.  This sample size ensures that the findings of this 
report, together with other data, provides a robust baseline of health information for the Borough. 
 
The following information outlines health conditions in Stockport8: 

• Smoking is closely associated with deprivation nationally, and this picture is mirrored by our 
Stockport data, showing smoking prevalence increasing with deprivation, with a prevalence of 
40.1% in the most deprived ward, Brinnington, and a prevalence of just 6.9% in the least 
deprived ward, Bramhall South. 

• Obesity is a growing public health concern nationally9. The Stockport survey data shows that 
12.2% of males (compared to 22.7% in England) and 12.6% of females (compared to 23.2% in 
England) are obese (i.e. with a Body Mass Index (BMI) greater than 30).  There is currently an 
evidence link to obesity and deprivation in women, but not men.  Although Stockport shows 
relatively low levels in comparison to national averages, the levels have risen locally.   

• The percentage of respondents who reported eating the recommended five or more portions of 
fruit and vegetables per day was lower in Stockport (19%) than in England (25%).  For both 
males and females the proportion of individuals consuming five or more portions of fruit and 
vegetables per day increases with affluence.   

• The average SF-36 mental health score found in the Stockport Health Survey increased (better 
mental health) with affluence.  For both males and females the average score for the Stockport 
respondents was lower than those found in national surveys (i.e. they reported experiencing 
poorer mental health), with the exception of the 64 to 75 year olds who enjoyed better mental 
health than average for that age group. 

• The Stockport Health Survey found that the average weekly consumption of alcohol for males 
was 20.7 units of alcohol which is just below the recommended weekly allowance of 21 units for 
males. For females the average consumption was 9.3, which is below the recommended 
weekly limit of 14 units.  The proportion of frequent drinkers (drinking every day or on 5 or 6 
days per week) increases with age and affluence, and is more common in men than women. 

• Approximately a quarter of respondents to the Stockport Health Survey reported that they 
undertake the recommended five or more 30 minute sessions of moderate physical activity 
each week.  Findings suggest that older people in Stockport are fitter than nationally, whereas 
Stockport’s younger people are less fit than their age group nationally. 

 
Stockport at a glance10: 

• The health of people in Stockport is varied. A number of indicators are significantly better than 
the England average, such as the estimated percentage of adults who smoke and people 
recorded with diabetes. A few indicators are significantly worse, such as the estimated 
percentage of adults who binge drink.  

• There are health inequalities by gender, level of deprivation and ethnicity. For example, men 
from the most deprived areas have over eight years shorter life expectancy than men from the 

                                                           
7 Association of Greater Manchester Authorities 
8 Stockport Health Survey 2006, NHS Stockport 
9 Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives 2009, Government Cross Strategy 
10 Health Profile 2008 Stockport, Association of Public Health Observatories 
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least deprived areas, and women from the most deprived areas live over six years less than 
those from the least deprived areas. 

• Over the last ten years deaths from all causes for men and women and early deaths from 
cancer as well as rates of deaths from all causes for men, early deaths heart disease and 
stroke have decreased. However, rates of deaths from all causes for men, early deaths from 
cancer and early deaths from heart disease and stroke are now above the England rates.  The 
rate of road injuries and deaths is the third best in England.   

• As health inequalities are a significant issue in Stockport, initiatives to improve wellbeing and 
healthy life expectancy are being targeted at areas of deprivation and particularly at working 
age adults. The area is also experiencing demographic change and Stockport's aging 
population and vulnerable families are key priorities. 

 
Other Health statistics for Stockport in terms of comparison with other AGMA authorities11: 

• Stockport is the third largest AGMA local authority in terms of population size 
• Stockport ranks lowest in terms of annual spend on tobacco per head of population 
• Stockport ranks second highest spend on alcohol (off trade) per head of population and fourth 

highest on trade 
• Stockport has the lowest percentage of populace experiencing limiting long term illness 
• Stockport ranks second highest in terms of percentage of populace participating in active sports  
• Stockport ranks highest in terms of percentage overweight by up to 1 stone but second lowest 

percentage overweight by 1-3 and by more than 3 stone 
 
2.5.2 Health Considerations 
The major health considerations for Stockport identified in the most recent Annual Public Health report 
are stated as follows: 

• Care Requirements of an Aging Population: a healthy life expectancy has not kept pace with 
that of life expectancy and the difference is widening for both men and women, resulting in an 
increasing proportion of dependent older people requiring services and care. 

• Ageing Population: like the rest of England and Wales, Stockport’s population is ageing 
markedly.  Between 1991 and 2001 in Stockport the number of people aged 65 and over rose 
by 3.6%, the number aged 75 and over by 9% and the number aged 85 and over by 30.6%. 

• Health Inequalities & Polarisation: Stockport has the greatest health difference between its 
most affluent quintile and its more deprived quintile of any PCT in Greater Manchester and the 
gap is widening. 

 
2.5.3 Key Health Issues 
The key health issues for Stockport are clearly outlined in the Annual Public Health Report as follows: 

• Obesity – lifestyle surveys in 2006 show that obesity is on the rise, despite Stockport’s being 
one of the lowest levels nationally12. 

o Prevention is key especially in allowing children to walk, roam and play (e.g. travel to 
school) 

o Plan for less obesogenic environments, encourage physical activity and promote 
healthy eating 

o Enable people to build physical activity into everyday life (e.g. commute by walking, 
cycling and/or public transport) 

o Work to develop healthy eating habits in early years to be reinforced throughout life 
• Health Inequalities – as identified in Section 2.5.2, the rationale is to tackle five priority areas: 

o The major killers: circulatory diseases (heart disease, strokes, etc) and cancer 
(especially lung) 

o Smoking – see below 
o Alcohol – see below 
o Obesity – see above 
o Mental Well Being - people living in challenging circumstances are more likely to suffer 

mental distress which in turn impacts on other aspects of heath. 

                                                           
11 AGMA Health Survey 2007 
12 Tackling Obesities: Future Choices, Foresight, 2007 



 7

• Smoking – Stockport Health Survey 2006 shows an overall smoking prevalence of 16.2% 
amongst respondents.  Smoking is the cause of the majority of lung cancers and diseases 
and one third of ischaemic heart disease in the UK. 

• Alcohol – not only a cause of liver disease but also cancers, cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, 
neurological and mental health problems.  Estimates state that around 69,000 people have 
drunk double their daily guideline in Stockport in a week and around 11,000 people have 
drunk over 50 units (men) and 35 units (women) in a week, at which level dependency is 
highly likely. 

• Sexual Health –  
o inequalities exist within sexual health with women, young people, gay men, black and 

ethnic minorities groups all disproportionately affected by poor sexual health.   
o sexually transmitted infections (STI’s) are increasing with Chlamydia most common.  

Approximately one in ten of young women under 25 are infected. 
o Delays in access to diagnosis and treatment services can lead to more people being 

infected. 
o HIV prevalence has continued to rise with an estimated one-third of the UK populace 

undiagnosed, and diagnosis in young heterosexuals continuing to rise. 
o Teenage pregnancy rates are higher in the more deprived areas of Stockport with 

Brinnington registering 115.2/1000 compared to Cheadle where the rate was 12.8/1000 
in 2002/2004.   

 
2.5.4 Other Factors 
Other factors for consideration identified in Stockport’s Annual Public Health Report include: 

• Air Quality – Nitrogen Dioxide is the pollutant of greatest concern in Stockport being primarily 
produced from road transport.  Several sites in Stockport fail to achieve the Government Air 
Quality Objective. 

• Carers – changes in demographic trend in both genders brings about a key shift in the way 
older people are living in communities.  The 2001 census identified 21,436 individuals over 55 
in Stockport providing at least 19 hours of unpaid care, 3,086 of whom provide upwards of 50 
hours.  2,889 people over 65 have a significant role as a carer. 

• Open Space – can make an important contribution to public health by providing opportunities 
for exercise and allowing people to relax, thereby raising human spirits. 

• Disability & Dependence – a key health issue is to minimise the social exclusion resulting from 
disability and dependence.  This can be done by reducing the amount of disability but also by 
changing the way that society excludes people with disability. 

 
2.5.5 Climate Change 
A further area of consideration mentioned in NHS Stockport’s Annual Public Health Report has, since 
the publication of the report, been updated by the publication of a 2008 edition13 of the original 
document: 

• Climate Change: 
o Extremes of temperature – improved tolerance to heat in the future will reduce the 

impact of hotter summers, but increased frequency and intensity of heatwaves are a 
major concern 

o Flooding – floods are an important problem in the UK but are associated with few direct 
deaths.  However, the full effect on health, in terms of indirect mortality and morbidity 
due to infectious disease, mental health (due to stress in particular) and injuries is not 
known. 

o UV exposure – longer summers and changes in cloud cover may lead to changes in 
behaviour that will impact on UVR exposure 

o Vector-born diseases – travellers could import some vector borne diseases which are 
more likely to flourish in warmer temperatures. 

o Food poisoning – increases in salmonella cases nationwide due to higher summer 
temperatures 

o Water management – impacts on raw water quality likely, which in turn could affect 
treatment efficiency and the stability of drinking water in distribution, with increase in 

                                                           
13 Health effects of climate change in the UK 2008, Health Protection Agency 
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extreme rainfall events leading to higher numbers of pathogens and bacteria in surface 
waters 

o Water-borne diseases – cryptosporidium and campylobacter could rise under climate 
change with potential for infection from storm water overflows into basements and 
residential areas 

o Storms – potentially small increases in personal injury 
 
The phenomenon known as Urban Heat Island (UHI) effect is a result of the storage of heat in urban 
built environments, with evidence of significant temperature differences between city centres and their 
surrounding countrysides.  There is also evidence of surface temperature differences of 6oC between14 
high and low density suburbs.  These differences will become far more pronounced with climate 
change.  Exacerbation of rising temperatures will have significant considerations for health 
management.  Policies determining the design of development need to take account of the UHI effect.   
 
In terms of Spatial Planning Policy areas of major consideration in ensuring health improvements lie 
around both adaptation to and mitigation of climate change.  Adaptation15 can be tackled via design 
and construction issues.  It is crucial that planning policy allows design and construction of public realm 
and buildings to ensure they deliver flood and water management, as well as offer shade in public 
areas and buildings that are naturally ventilated to both deliver comfortable environments and reduce 
energy need, in terms of cooling, in hotter summer temperatures.  Mitigation of climate change can be 
achieved through tackling transport emissions by delivery of accessible housing, jobs, services and 
leisure via sustainable transport options. 
 
2.5.6 Director of Public Health Recommendations 
The key recommendations to Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council from the Director of Public 
Health, that are pertinent to spatial planning policy enabling services to tackle the issues outlined are: 

• Recognise the role of development management in the promotion of walking, cycling and 
attractive environments such as green spaces which promote exercise, recreation and 
wellbeing; and 

• By generally developing a ‘Think Active’ philosophy. 
• I recommend that the Council encourages and supports schools to develop a School Travel 

Plan for increasing the proportion of their students who come to work by active methods such 
as walking and cycling and for providing cycle parking at their premises. 

• I recommend that the Council encourages schools to deliver a successful Olympic Games 
legacy by way of greater participation of children in physical activity and sport.   

• I congratulate the Council in nominating mental wellbeing as a key element of the inequalities 
strategy and recommend that in pursuing this it recognises the implications for environmental 
and economic policies for empowerment. 

• I recommend that there be a clear understanding of fine grained geography of inequalities and 
that there be attention to areas, neighbourhoods and natural communities not merely to 
localities. 

 

                                                           
14 Centre for Urban Regional Ecology – Adaptive Landscapes Research 
15 Town & Country Planning Association, Climate Change Adaptation by Design 
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3.0 HIA Rapid Assessment Findings 
 
Stockport NHS have created a robust rapid assessment tool which enables partner organisations to 
undertake a simple checklist exercise to determine issues for consideration in plans, strategies and 
policies, as well as projects.  Appendix 1 details the form structure and the process recommends that 
the health effects of plans etc should be considered at an early stage of development to reduce 
negative impact, or maximise health improvements or enhancements. 
 
The NHS Stockport HIA Team commented on the first draft of the ProForma and those comments 
were taken into consideration during the initial drafting of this report.  The draft report was then 
circulated to the HIA Team for further comment, prior to the finalising of the document for public 
consultation.   
 
The checklist is divided into four areas as listed below and the following sections summarise the 
findings: 

• Environmental Conditions 
• Socio-Economic & Cultural Conditions 
• Social & Community Networks 
• Lifestyle 

 
3.1 Environmental Conditions 
This section considers health determinants around designing the built and urban environments – see 
Appendix 1 for further details.  The findings reflect the ‘spatial’ nature of the Core Strategy, in particular 
the limitations of that spatial nature in terms of influencing direct delivery of health services.  However 
the Core Strategy is extremely important in terms of the critical issues of ‘accessibility’ as well as the 
‘location of health facilities’.  It also reflects the potential benefits to health which can be achieved if 
policies are shaped with an integrated approach, assisting with health prevention opportunities. 
 
Provision of new roads could have potentially major health impacts, through increased private car use,  
as well as some localised benefits in terms of immediate congestion easing.  The creation of new 
roads will initially reduce congestion in surrounding areas, but some research16 has shown that new 
roads can contribute to further increase in traffic levels resulting in worsening congestion.  Heavy road 
traffic has a detrimental impact on social cohesion, increasing stress for individuals by shutting them off 
from their local community networks17.  Increased stress potentially has both mental and physical 
health impacts on individuals – see Section 2.5.3 of this report.   
 
It should be borne in mind that congestion is not the only impact of increased private car use – 
reducing emissions is as important as reducing congestion.  Emissions have an impact directly on local 
air quality as well as perceived ‘indirect’ threat through green house gas emissions, that are fuelling 
climate change.  It is therefore important to take into consideration the health impacts of private car use 
and the health benefits of enabling use of public transport, cycling and walking (see previous 
information on climate change and health in Section 2.4.5).   
 
There is a need for policy writers and commentators to be aware of the limitations of spatial planning 
policy, in light of the strengthening of Building Regulations, through ensuring that emerging policy is not 
simply replicating national legislation.  However, policy writers should be aware of the potential to go 
ahead of government targets, for example in terms of Code for Sustainable Homes, in delivery of 
housing which is energy efficient and has low carbon emissions, as well as delivering Lifetime Homes, 
which is a mandatory element of Code Level 6.  Evidence is becoming available which will determine 
to what levels Stockport policies can anticipate Government targets.   
 
Promotion of environmental design standards in policies would have a beneficial effect on health 
across the borough, particularly in ensuring improvements in terms of levels of emissions to air and 
water.  It could also promote quality public realm with associated benefits in terms of mental and 
physical health, through increased use, which promotes social trust and interaction, as well as physical 
activity.   

                                                           
16 Trunk Roads and the Generation of Traffic 1994, Department of Transport 
17 Driven to Excess 
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Regeneration of previously developed land and Mill sites needs to be addressed sensitively in 
emerging policies, taking account of potential health impacts at those Mills which are not accessible by 
sustainable modes of transport.  However, re-use of existing accessible Mill sites could help to improve 
social cohesion by regenerating an existing town centre area for example, offering opportunities for 
development of community buildings, central locations for health and social care facilities as well as 
other services.   
 
A rural proofing exercise has determined that development sites in the rurally defined areas are more 
likely to experience access issues.  See the Rural Proofing section of the SA Report for more 
clarification.  Older people in particular are at risk of being socially excluded in these locations through 
a potential lack of access to health care services, amongst others.   
 
3.2 Socio Economic & Cultural Conditions 
Health Inequalities are the key element of this section in terms of what the Core Strategy can do 
positively to assist in delivery of the health agenda, and allow health to contribute to emerging policy.  
The polarisation issue between wealthier and more deprived areas is reflected in health issues and 
targets, and Core Strategy follows Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy ideas and the Regeneration 
agenda of tackling areas most in need.  Accessibility is a key function of spatial planning and is 
reflected in all areas of the emerging Core Strategy, however policies need to ensure a complex 
balance is achieved to ensure delivery of housing, employment, education as well as health and other 
services through the medium of sustainable transport options.  The following areas are a priority in 
terms of health protection and prevention. 
 
Affordable housing is a key issue in a polarised borough where sections of society struggle to access 
housing within their budgetary constraints.  Energy efficient housing will address issues such as fuel 
poverty through delivery of housing which is not only affordable to buy but affordable to heat and light 
as well.  Fuel poverty also has links to tackling respiratory and circulatory illness through delivery of 
decent housing particularly in terms of thermal efficiency.  Affordable housing of the family apartment 
size could be delivered through Mill sites, offering affordable housing opportunities in regeneration 
areas.  However accessibility (whether existing or potential) must be considered in design of these 
sites. 
 
Stockport has pockets of lower skilled residents who’s living conditions could be improved by training 
and access to work which allows them to learn skills as they go.  Whilst a spatial strategy does not 
have control directly of business types moving into and operating in the area, it can foster diverse 
employment opportunities through delivery of flexible space, thereby encouraging local small business 
start up as well as inward investment.   Key issues in the Core Strategy include access to work, 
delivery of appropriate employment facilities - including flexibility of design to ensure retention of 
business and long term employment - and employment sites which are designed to a sustainable 
standard, offering relaxation space in green and pleasant surroundings, as well as working 
environments which are naturally ventilated and lit, and accessible by sustainable transport options; 
the quality of work on offer is not addressed in this spatial document, however, in the interests of an 
integrated approach, it should be borne in mind that work is not merely about income provision. 
 
Location of education and training facilities is key to enabling more deprived areas to improve their 
options.  Access to education is a key tool to help tackle reduction of poverty, which by association 
reduces crime and improves the general prosperity of a community.  Access to education should be 
available to all aspects of the social spectrum to ensure opportunities to interact socially and improve 
local skills generally.  It also enables individuals to widen their horizons, thereby contributing to more 
enlightened and engaged individuals, leading to stronger communities.   
 
Accessible, affordable leisure facilities are one of the most important deliverables in terms of spatial 
planning contributing to improved health.  The Core Strategy cannot impact on affordability but 
accessibility is once again key.  Policy writers should not forget natural environment opportunities, for 
example the ‘green gym’18 approach.  The rural proofing exercise shows ‘rural’ green areas are 
accessible to the more easterly parts of the borough.  Transport impacts in terms of accessibility for 
more westerly residents to this natural resource could result in increased private car use.  Therefore it 
                                                           
18 BTCV Green Gym Programme 
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is more sustainable to maintain and improve access to open and green space in westerly areas of the 
borough.   
 
Experiences and perceptions of crime in Stockport can be addressed by the inclusion of design 
considerations as recommended through Government guidance19.  It has been found that  improved social 
equity can help to reduce crime, by reducing the desperation experienced in more deprived areas20.  
Design of quality open space can help to manage both crime and perceptions of crime, through 
provision of well used community places.  Safe sustainable transport delivery is also key to ensuring 
spatial planning contributes to reduction of both perceptions of crime and actual crime21.  Increased 
use promotes community trust and engagement resulting in further increased use.   
 
Accessibility is key for vulnerable sectors of society and links have to be made in terms of addressing 
health impacts and equalities issues.  For example Gypsy and Traveller communities will have specific 
needs in terms of housing, employment, facilities and services. 
 
The culture of the private car can be tackled partly through spatial planning, however other council and 
stakeholder programmes and projects need to ensure delivery of behavioural change messages and 
enablement, as spatial planning policy alone cannot deliver a sea change in attitudes and use.  
Planning policy should however ensure provision (and improvement) of the infrastructure to establish 
greater uptake of sustainable transport modes.   
 
3.3 Social & Community Networks 
The Core Strategy should achieve delivery of the infrastructure to enable social inclusion and facilitate 
community interaction.  Whilst the strategy has no direct remit to promote social programmes, without 
a well designed and enabling community infrastructure, projects and programmes could fail.   
 
Accessibility is a function of this strategy in terms of ensuring that community facilities are sustainably 
accessible, with facilities designed in, which promote walking and cycling, or public transport use.   
 
A reduction in traffic levels across Stockport’s communities could help to deliver a more cohesive 
society within the borough, allowing neighbours to interact in areas of currently high traffic levels, but 
also to support local sustainable economies by promoting local services and centres, supporting local 
business retention, increasing activity levels through local shopping and interaction, and potentially 
increasing local employment opportunities.  This approach reduces the distances needed to travel for 
commuting, expands family time, reduces commuting requirements and opens up innovative 
opportunities for ‘green’ local businesses such as bike repair shops, healthy organic locally sourced 
cafes and food outlets, especially around schools.  It could improve local evening economy as access 
to restaurants and bars is available through sustainable options such as walking and public transport, 
allowing people to relax in local, accessible centres.   
 
3.4 Lifestyle 
Access to healthy food is an issue for the Core Strategy in terms of retail food outlet location, including 
hot food takeaways.  However, affordability and quality can only be indirectly influenced by spatial 
policies, and links to other Council and partner strategies which can, needs to be reinforced.  However, 
as outlined in the Government cross-sectoral strategy on obesity ‘Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives’ there 
is an opportunity for spatial planning to play a role in managing access to healthy food.  Further work is 
being done by Waltham Forest Council22 on assessing all the relevant factors including shopping 
frontage, concentration/clustering, proximity to schools, youth facilities and parks, highway safety, 
residential amenity, odours and smells, hours of operation, waste disposal and litter, as well as crime 
and perception of crime.  Stockport policy writers should take account of this work.     
 
Uptake of physical activity is a benefit of well planned neighbourhoods.  Green infrastructure and open 
space provision is an important aspect of Core Strategy policies equal to affordable housing provision, 
access to employment and transport infrastructure.  In terms of health prevention and inequalities, 
spatial planning can deliver the sustainable transport infrastructure which allows physical activity levels 

                                                           
19 Safer Places: The Planning System and Crime Prevention (Secured by Design) 
20 London Mayor – Review of Evidence for the Health Inequalities Strategy July 2007 
21 Crime & Disorder on Public Transport 
22 Waltham Forest Council Hotfood Take Away SPD 
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in everyday life to be increased.  It should also be noted that not everyone in Stockport owns a private 
car – according to 2001 census data of 120,456 households in Stockport, 28,373 do not own a car or 
van (23.55%)23.  These residents in particular are entitled to safe, pleasant and sustainable transport 
options which addresses polarisation issues.   
 
In terms of smoking, alcohol, sexual behaviour and drugs there is little that can be delivered through 
spatial planning, except the key issue of accessibility of services.  The location and physical access of 
these services helps to ensure their success.  Specific groups examined in the EqIA will have 
increased needs in terms of advice and services on these agenda and consideration of their location in 
terms of deprived areas, rural areas and vulnerable groups is key to achieving a sustainable strategy.  

                                                           
23 Census 2001 Stockport Cars or Vans 
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4.0 Conclusions & Recommendations 
As concerns mount over current public health challenges such as obesity, cardiovascular diseases and 
other lifestyle-related health problems, planning has an increasingly high-profile role to play in creating 
health promoting environments and contributing to the provision of health service and health enhancing 
facilities.  
 
4.1 Significant Issues – Health & Planning 
As identified within the relevant sections of this report health inequalities are a significant health issue 
for Stockport, reflecting the issue of polarisation in the borough in terms of income and social inclusion.  
The ageing population requires revising of health delivery in terms of the changing care requirements, 
the fact that a healthy life expectancy has not kept pace with life expectancy and co-ordination of care 
giving from both public sector and private resources, with many of those private resources being older 
aged people themselves.   
 
In terms of how planning policy can assist with managing these significant issues, emerging policy 
needs to reflect the polarisation issue both in terms of wealth and health.  The Preferred Option 
approach of the Core Strategy is directed to Regeneration areas which, ideally, should enable health 
and social care agencies to better tackle areas of need, thereby addressing elements of polarisation.  
Ensuring that appropriate employment and affordable housing are targeted at specifically identified 
areas of need will enable health colleagues to achieve improvements in terms of health issues, 
especially polarisation. 
 
With regards to older people, an Age Proofing exercise is being undertaken on the Preferred Options 
phase of the Core Strategy and should inform all aspects of emerging planning policy for Stockport.  
The issue of a ‘healthy life expectancy’ is one that needs to be considered within emerging planning 
policy, in terms of the most feasible areas that policy can be designed to enable this.   
 
4.2 Health Promotion 
In terms of planning policy there emerges the key issue of accessibility, both with regards to 
polarisation and an ageing society, but also regarding the significant borough wide health agendas of 
obesity, smoking, alcohol and sexual health.   
 
In order for planning policy to deliver in terms of health promotion, considerations which are pertinent 
to the Core Strategy include the provision of and/or access to: 

• A sustainable lifestyle24 
• Education, training and skills development 
• Affordable and decent housing 
• Appropriate and sustained employment 
• Health care and social service access points 
• Open space, leisure and recreation facilities 
• Affordable and healthy food options 
• Variety of retail options 
• Sustainable transport options 

 
Other specific considerations include delivery of these facilities to minority groups such as gypsy and 
traveller communities25, support for small business development in the local economy, preservation of 
biodiversity in the Borough, as well as achievement of a low carbon society through establishment of a 
low carbon economy.   
 
4.3 Two Birds with One Stone 
Reducing health inequalities through tackling climate change offers an approach to planning policy 
which enables local strategies to deliver on cross-cutting themes.  For example, two frequently 
mentioned tools in tackling obesity are access to affordable healthier food and increased activity levels 
in all social groups.   
 

                                                           
24 This is achieved by enabling residents to access the items shown in the list, in such a manner that ensures a minimal negative impact 
legacy for subsequent generations 
25 See Equalities Impact Assessment for the Preferred Options Core Strategy DPD 
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One third of carbon emissions in the UK come from the transport sector, with a need to encourage 
behavioural change in terms of private car use, one of the priorities for all groups offering advice and 
guidance to government on tackling greenhouse gas emissions26.   
 
A truly sustainable Core Strategy will achieve prevention of any further increase in obesity levels, as 
well as tackling a growing level of people being over-weight, through offering sustainable transport 
modes as a means of the daily commute, getting to school, visiting the doctor or dentist, popping to the 
shops, walking the dog, visiting culture and leisure facilities, going down town on a Saturday, going to a 
place of worship, nipping to see Gran, getting the paper or going for a walk in the park. 
 
This approach would also achieve strategic aims in terms of local economic benefits, as spend in local 
centres and the town centre rises.  This would occur not only during the day but in the evening too and 
become preferable to visiting out of centre supermarkets, Manchester cultural venues, the Trafford 
Centre etc.  Social cohesion would improve as people make more use of well placed local amenities, 
resulting in well-used neighbourhoods where more people know each other and interact, trust levels 
could rise and stress levels fall.  Environmental impacts are reduced as fewer private car journeys 
reduce emissions and local residents care more for their local areas, through volunteering as well as 
engagement in voluntary behavioural change such as greening their gardens or terraced properties 
and communal open spaces. 
 
In terms of health the increased activity helps to achieve lower weight averages across the borough 
helping to ensure a stronger chance of achieving a healthy life expectancy.   
 
4.4 Recommendations 
Reflecting the recommendations of the Director of Public Health at NHS Stockport in the Annual Public 
Health Report, mentioned earlier, the following recommendations are made from this report: 

• Accessibility and appropriate design should be a key consideration for all topic areas of the 
Core Strategy. 

• Strategic integration of agendas with other Council strategies and partner organisation agendas 
are key to ensuring a robust Core Strategy, in terms of health promotion. 

• Appropriate alignment of planning policy and regeneration targets is key to achieving 
sustainable development in Stockport. 

• Acknowledgement of economic, social and environmental benefits, in terms of healthy and 
sustainable design, is required to clearly understand the full benefits of an integrated approach 
to planning policy.   

• Different evidence bases should be considered together to ensure planning policy optimises its 
health enhancing potential e.g. deprivation indices and services location, affordable housing 
need and open space delivery, healthy food provision and sustainable local economies, green 
infrastructure and business development 

  

                                                           
26 SUSTRANS 
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5.0 Consultation Process & Next Steps 
 
 
As part of the consultation on Stockport’s Core Strategy Development Plan Document comments were 
welcomed on all of the appraisal documentation available with the core documents.  This included the 
Health Impact Assessment.  See the main Appraisal documentation for details on consultation 
methods and questions, as well as results. 
 
Once the consultation phase was completed the comments on all of the appraisal documents were  
taken into consideration and enhanced a the assessment of the drafting stages of the Core Strategy.   
 
These reports have been published as final drafts to accompany the published Core Strategy 
Development Plan Document. 
 
 
 



Page 16 of 40 

HIA committee 
Stockport PCT, 8th Floor, Regent House, Heaton Lane, Stockport, SK4 1BS 

 
 
 
 

A CHECKLIST FOR ASSESSING THE IMPACTS OF POLICIES AND REPORTS ON HEALTH IN STOCKPORT 
(Developed from the City of Westminster Health & well-being Toolkit) 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Using this tool in the early stages of project planning, strategy or policy development can influence the way the policy is written in order to maximize 
health gain and minimize harmful effects to health.   
 
2. WHO SHOULD USE THIS CHECKLIST? 
 
The person who is producing the report/policy/strategy.   
 
3. WHEN IS IT DONE? 
 
The health effects of your report should be considered at an early stage of development to reduce negative impact, or maximise health 
improvements or enhancements. 
 
4. HOW TO USE THE CHECKLIST 
 
Use the following questions to identify the impacts of the proposals and recommendations on people who live, work and visit Stockport and how 
they might directly or indirectly affect their health.  A prompt sheet is provided giving examples of how various determinants of health may impact on 
health and suggestions for possible solutions. 
 
If your report has negative impacts, consider how you can minimise these impacts and for positive impact consider how these could be enhanced. 
 
If at any stage you need support in completing the checklist please do get in touch with any member of the HIA committee (contact details above) 
and we will be very willing to help. 

STOCKPORT HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE 
Stephen Watkins: Stephen.watkins@stockport-pct.nhs.uk; 0161 426 5031 

Jilla Burgess-Allen: Jilla.burgess-allen@stockport-pct.nhs.uk; 0161 426 5089 
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HEALTH IMPACT CHECKLIST   
 
STEP 1: What are the potential impacts of the policy/ report on the following?  
 
Health impact: Use this column to list potential health impacts of the policy 
(Some determinants have both positive and negative impact e.g. changes in transport might make fresh food more accessible but might also 
contribute to poorer air quality.) 
 
 

 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

Environmental conditions   
External air 
quality, air 
pollution 
 
 
High population 
impact 
 
Short and long 
term effects 

Causes respiratory and 
general health problems 
and contributes to ‘early 
deaths’ 

Reduce harmful emissions from 
transportation, industrial and 
domestic processes 

+ve Core Strategy seeks to 
mitigate emissions from 
industry, traffic etc by 
applying sustainable 
development principles to 
spatial planning 
 
-ve Provision of new roads 
could increase traffic levels 
elsewhere in the Borough 
moving traffic from urban 
centres but impacting on 
rural areas 
 
+ve Encouragement of 
improvements to built 
environment will serve to 
reduce carbon emissions 
tackling climate change. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Core Strategy has 
overall promotion of 
sustainable 
transport options 
which should 
mitigate additional 
emissions 

 

Air quality in 
buildings 
 

Causes respiratory and 
general health problems 

Reduce emissions from 
equipment and processes 
within buildings 

N/A Dealt with by Building 
Regulations, not principally 
responsibility of Core 

Promotion of both 
good design and 
achievement of 

 
 

Priority key: 
 

           mild 
      medium   

  hot! 
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 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

High Population 
Impact 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Strategy. standards generally 
is within the remit 
of Core Strategy  
 

Water quality and 
pollution 
 
High population 
levels 
 
Short and long 
term effects 

General health 
problems and spreading 
infectious diseases 

Prevent disposal of waste 
products and pollutants into 
water supplies 

-ve any increase in 
uncontrolled development 
could impact on water 
resources  
 
+ve Reduction of roads and 
buildings run off in terms of 
amounts and quality 
through promotion of SUDS 
in policies. 
 

Core Strategy 
policies seek to 
maintain and 
improve water 
courses in the 
Borough 
 
Groundwater 
protection achieved 
through planned 
enhancement of 
building regulations 
especially Part H 
Drainage & Waste 
Disposal. 
 
Climate change 
mitigation elements 
of policies seek to 
reduce effects and 
thereby reduce the 
impact of severe 
weather events 
which can increase 
the rapidity of 
movement of water 
through Stockport’s 

 



Page 19 of 40 

HIA committee 
Stockport PCT, 8th Floor, Regent House, Heaton Lane, Stockport, SK4 1BS 

 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

built environment. 
 

Drainage 
 
High population 
levels 
 
Short and long 
term effects 

Poor drainage causes 
flood risk which can 
cause water pollution 

Use porous surfacings rather 
than tarmac and use systems 
which delay the flow of 
rainwater, such as  pools (but 
beware of the risk of drowning), 
systems which collect rainwater 
to use in flushing toilets etc, 
and green (vegetated)  roofs 

-ve Poorly designed new 
development could increase 
throughflow in drainage 
system 
 
+ve Promotion of SUDS 
and sustainable design and 
construction principles 
should assist with this issue.
 

Building 
Regulations (Part 
H) are set to 
improve design in 
terms of water over 
the next 8 years 
 
Flood risk 
assessment work 
across Greater 
Manchester will 
include drainage 
issues 
 
Core Strategy 
could go ahead of 
design targets if 
evidence supports 
this approach 
 
Annual monitoring 
of planning policies 
takes account of 
flood risk issues 
 

 

Clean City & 
recycling 
 
High population 
levels  
 

Cleanliness of the local 
environment prevents 
disease and has an 
effect on physical and 
emotional well-being 

Clean streets, Graffiti removal 
Waste/ recycling services, 
Reducing vandalism, Vermin 
reduction 

+ve Disease management 
in terms of waste removal 
 
+ve Psychological benefits 
of a safe, clean public realm 
as opposed to additional 

Core Strategy itself 
does not address 
waste management 
services and 
management of 
local environmental 
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 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

Short and long 
term effects 
 
 

stress to residents and 
users if not to good 
standard 
 
+ve Trust issues i.e. 
vandalised sites discourage 
use which has associated 
health impacts 

quality issues 
directly. 
 
Core Strategy will 
provide spatial 
element of public 
realm provision and 
ensure design in of 
safety where 
possible 
 
Greater 
Manchester Joint 
Waste 
Development Plan 
Document (DPD) 
has a role to tackle 
this issue through 
provision of 
sustainable waste 
management sites 
in Greater 
Manchester 
including Stockport.  
This document 
forms part of 
Stockport’s LDF. 
 
Sustainable Design 
& Construction 
SPD review will 
support use of 
CEEQUAL 
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 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

standard in public 
realm design. 
 
The Planning 
Policy Annual 
Monitoring Report 
is now required to 
report on 
achievement of 
Building for Life 
Standard as well as 
biodiversity 
enhancement and 
waste 
management.   
 

The Built 
Environment & 
open space 
 
High population 
levels 
 
Short and long 
terms effects 

The quality of the built 
environment and access 
to open space has an 
effect on physical and 
emotional well-being. 
Aesthetically attractive 
surroundings reduce 
stress and help raise 
the human spirit. Visible 
greenspace and tranquil 
settings for sitting and 
walking are  particularly 
valuable from this 
standpoint. 

Create better, safer local 
environments, particularly in 
disadvantaged areas to that 
people are more able to 
engage in social and physical 
activities in public spaces close 
to where they live and work, in 
pleasant clean surroundings, 
without fear of crime. Use all 
opportunities to create visible 
greenspace. When planning 
new buildings remember that 
both the council and the PCT 
have a policy supporting the 
use of green (vegetated) roofs 
on single and two storey 
buildings and roof gardens on 

+ve Sustainable 
development is inherent to 
planning policy 
development in Core 
Strategy including 
promoting enhanced 
design of built environment 
and open space provision 
which benefit public health, 
through delivery of 
Government Planning 
Policy Statement 1 
Planning & sustainable 
development. 
 
+ve Although Building 
regulations are main tool 

Core Strategy can 
promote 
achievement of 
environmental 
standards as part of 
climate change 
mitigation 
 
 
Awaiting evidence of 
capacity etc which 
should be provided 
by AGMA 
Decentralised 
Energy Study for 
PPS1 Supplement 
requirements 
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 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

buildings  more than three 
storeys high (the distinction 
arises from the impact on the 
cost of foundations).  

for delivery of improved 
built environment 
Stockport planning policy 
could go ahead of 
Government targets for 
improved building 
regulations in terms of 
Code for Sustainable 
Homes, Breeam, etc. 
subject to evidence 
availability 
 
+ve Policies could promote 
achievement of 
Environmental Standards in 
new development in 
Stockport subject to 
evidence. 
 
+ve The Core Strategy can 
address the issue of 
existing building 
refurbishment through 
climate change policies. 
 

 
 
Review of 
Sustainable Design 
& Construction SPD 
which can further 
support inclusion of 
such design 
approaches in new 
development. 
 
Local Transport 
policy promotes 
cycling and walking 
as predominant 
mode of transport 
with use of public 
transport. 

Noise 
 
High population 
impacts with 
general noise 
stress such as 
traffic 
 

Causes stress and 
inability to concentrate 
so affects physical and 
emotional well-being 

Better building design 
Consideration of transport and 
machinery noise 
Enforcement of noise 
legislation 

N/A Noise legislation is 
covered in the Building 
Regulations not planning 
policy in terms of building 
design 
 
+ve Reduction in levels of 
traffic in Stockport can 

Policy could 
promote use of 
environmental 
standards which 
enhance insulation 
and thereby reduce 
noise impacts – 
subject to evidence 
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 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

Specific low 
impacts e.g. for 
those under the 
flight path 
 
Short and long 
term effects 

contribute to reduced noise 
which is within the mandate 
of the Core Strategy 
Sustainable Transport 
options are included but 
need to be delivered to 
ensure effective. 

provision 
 
Annual monitoring 
of transport policies 
can assess delivery 
on some elements 
of noise reduction. 
 

Walking and 
cycling  
 
High population 
levels 
 
Short and long 
term effects 

The health benefits of 
making short journeys 
on foot or cycle rather 
than car or bus are 
dramatic, reducing heart 
disease, mental ill 
health, osteoporosis 
and a range of other 
conditions 

Consider access on foot or 
cycle when developing new 
buildings. 
Help to develop a network of 
footpaths and cycle routes and 
be wary of closing off 
pedestrian access routes.  

+ve Promoted as part of the 
sustainable transport 
elements of the Core 
Strategy and through 
sustainable development 
promotion 
 
+ve Promotion of Green 
Infrastructure across 
Stockport within Core 
Strategy and through RSS 
Policy EM3 
 
Potentially -ve if not 
achieved: Design of public 
realm needs to reflect 
opportunities to walk and/or 
cycle safely 
 
+ve Accessibility to services 
etc, key to Core Strategy 
development  
 

Continue to work 
with Health 
professionals to 
ensure policies 
deliver what health 
agencies need.  
 
INSERT Emily’s job 
title and the Health & 
Environment Advisor 
(Planning) roles 
support inclusion of 
health agenda in 
emerging policies.   

 

Accessibility, 
mobility, transport 

Access to goods and 
services that promote 

Providing accessible 
transportation 

+ve Safe access to 
services is key to 

Annual Monitoring 
Report measures 
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 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

 
 
High population 
levels 
 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

healthy lifestyles, cheap 
healthy food, leisure 
and community 
activities have a positive 
impact on health and 
well-being 

Providing low emission 
transportation 
Improving safety of travel 
routes 
Always weigh loss of 
accessibility in the balance 
when considering resisting or 
centralizing services.  

development of Core 
Strategy, including food. 
 
-ve potentially for those not 
in regeneration areas / +ve 
for regeneration residents 
Preferred option for Core 
Strategy is to concentrate 
delivery around areas in 
need of regeneration which 
targets existing centres and 
those in need, promoting 
accessible services. 
 
+ve Sustainable transport 
is inherent in emerging 
policies tackling emissions 
and access issues. 
 
 

distance of new 
developments to 
retail and other 
services. 
 
Specific note is 
being taken of 
Gypsy and Traveller 
community needs in 
emerging policies 
through tools such 
as Equalities Impact 
Assessment. 

Energy 
consumption 
 
 
Fuel poor 
element of 
populace 
 
Older and 
younger residents 
most at risk 
 
Whole populace 

Ensuring that people 
live in warm homes that 
they can afford to heat 
has a positive effect on 
physical and emotional 
health. 
Reduce winter deaths 
Benefits in terms of 
impact on the 
environment 

Reducing fuel poverty 
Better insulated buildings, 
especially homes 
Reuse secondary materials. 
Maximise the production and 
use of renewable energy. 
Minimise the use of fossil fuels. 
Increase energy efficiency. 
Employ waste reduction 
methods to minimise waste and 
utilise waste as a resource. 
On new council and PCT 
buildings consider building in 

N/A Building regulations 
enforce improved insulation 
in new build, not a direct 
remit of the Core Strategy 
 
+ve Core Strategy policies 
encourage energy efficient 
(beyond building regs), 
sustainable and low carbon 
design through promotion of 
standards in new build as 
determined by available 
evidence. 

 
 
 
Health impacts of 
climate change help 
to enforce need for 
adapted policies in 
terms of this issue. 

 



Page 25 of 40 

HIA committee 
Stockport PCT, 8th Floor, Regent House, Heaton Lane, Stockport, SK4 1BS 

 Impact on Health and 
Well-being 

Possible solutions Health impacts (+ve & -ve) Health enhancing / 
mitigating 
measures 

 
 

 

in terms of 
climate changes 
e.g severe 
weather events 
such as heat 
wave, high winds, 
floods (although 
can be site 
specific) 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

renewable energy sources to 
reduce the amount of energy 
purchased from national 
producers.  Consider the 
passive use of sunlight by 
arranging the building and its 
windows to collect as much 
energy as possible.  

 
+ve Core Strategy will 
promote passive solar 
design where potential 
exists subject to evidence. 
 
+ve Core Strategy will 
address refurbishment 
issues through climate 
change policies subject to 
availability of evidence. 

Regeneration of 
urban areas 
 
 
Specific populace 
in regeneration 
areas. 
 
Short and long 
term benefits 
 
Long term 
impacts of 
awaiting 
regeneration  

Improve economic, 
social and 
environmental 
conditions particularly in 
the most deprived areas 

Reclaim derelict land and 
buildings, optimising the use of 
“Brownfield sites” Improve the 
quality of the built environment 
through high standards of 
sustainable design and 
construction of new and 
existing buildings. Always 
include improved public 
spaces, and consider the 
points about greenspace 
elsewhere in this assessment. 

+ve Policies in Core 
Strategy will reinforce use 
of previously developed 
land for new developments.
 
-ve / +ve Green Belt, open 
space and Greenfield are 
protected where possible 
through Core Strategy, with 
potential for impacts on 
delivery of affordable 
homes, flexible approach to 
maintaining levels of open 
and green space whilst 
delivering affordable homes 
needs to be achieved 
 
+ve Promote use of 
sustainable design and 
construction through 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject to evidence 
availability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Evidence awaited 
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standards as targets 
 
+ve Promote accessibility 
through Preferred Option 
version of Core Strategy 
targeting areas in need of 
regeneration 
 
-ve / +ve Regeneration of 
Mill sites in Stockport 
needs to take due 
consideration of 
accessibility in terms of 
sustainable transport and 
access.  However reuse of 
Mill sites delivers 
sustainable buildings 
agenda. 
 

 
 
 
Mapping of 
accessibility will 
inform policy 
development 
 
 
Further evidence 
required to inform 
site specifics 
 

General Socio-economic and cultural conditions 
Poverty 
 
Specific to 
economically 
deprived 
(considered as 
group within the 
EqIA) – medium 
population levels 
as those social 
groups just on 
edge of 
deprivation also 

Causes exclusion to 
goods, services, 
activities 

Promote employment 
opportunities, training, increase 
benefit take-up 
Promote credit unions 

+ve Affordable housing is a 
key deliverable of the Core 
Strategy supported by 
national policy and targets. 
 
+ve Spatial location of new 
employment sites in relation 
to housing, transport 
provision, services etc is 
critical to the emerging Core 
Strategy policies which will 
have an impact on poverty 
issues within the borough, 

Training and 
benefits elements 
are not the remit of 
this spatial plan. 
 
Whilst training 
delivery and 
benefits are not the 
remit of this 
strategy, policy 
writers need to be 
aware of the spatial 
location of such 
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experience 
impacts 
 
Short and long 
term effects 

by delivering accessible, 
suitable employment sites. 
 
 
 

services in terms of 
accessibility. 

Community safety 
 
Specific to those 
whose perception 
of crime is worse 
than average 
 
Specific to actual 
crime victims 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Fear of crime causes 
stress 

Ensure all measures are taken 
to screen out crime and provide 
controls where there are hot 
spots 
 

+ve Policies can reinforce 
use of Secured By Design 
approach in design of public 
realm and new build 
 

 

 

Housing 
conditions 
 
Specific to 
economically 
deprived and 
borderline 
residents e.g. 
those on low 
wage but not 
eligible for 
benefits.   
 
Short and long 
term effects 

Access to well 
maintained homes that 
are safe and warm is 
essential for health and 
well-being 

Ensuring that social housing 
meets the ‘decent homes’ 
standard. 
Provide help to vulnerable 
people living in the private 
sector to make their homes 
decent 

+ve Affordable, well 
designed and built, 
accessible new housing is 
key to delivering the Core 
Strategy 
 
+ve / -ve Core Strategy yet 
to be finalised in terms of 
targets for Code for 
Sustainable Homes and 
other standards, including 
Lifetime Homes 
Building regulations will 
deliver on C4SH and 
Lifetime Homes by 2016  

Issues around 
affordability delivery 
and use of 
greenspace to 
achieve this target. 
 
Evidence being 
collated in terms of 
targets Core 
Strategy can include 
on design standards.
 
This does not cover 
first five years of life 
of Core Strategy.  
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Annual Monitoring 
Report will include 
indicator for Building 
for Life assessments 
from this Monitoring 
Year onwards and 
standard will be 
included in Core 
Strategy policies. 
 

Crime 
 
 
Specific to victims 
and perpetrators 
e.g. reduction of 
poverty reduces 
incidents of crime 
as social 
desperation 
decreases 
 
Long and short 
term impacts 
 
 
 

Violence against the 
person and property has 
both physical and 
emotional impacts on 
health 

Design out crime by making 
buildings secure and avoiding 
easy routes of access that are 
not overlooked. 
Be wary, however of allowing 
designing out crime to conflict 
with other objectives. 
Remember that a thick thorny 
hedge is as good a security 
barrier as an ugly concrete 
fence, that thorny plants are as 
good a wall security measure 
as barbed wire and that the 
council’s policy is to engage in 
path management not footpath 
closure because closures 
conflict with the walking and 
cycling policies and a steady 
flow of path users is a deterrent 
to crime.   
Enforcement of criminal justice 
systems 

+ve Policies promote 
Secured by Design 
standards to ensure new 
development helps to 
discourage crime 
 
+ve / -ve Uptake of 
sustainable transport 
options will be dependent 
on real and perceived 
safety factor for users. 
 
+ve Policies to promote 
social and economic equity 
will help to address some 
crime levels. 
 
+ve Promotion of quality 
urban space which 
enhances mental health will 
address some criminal 
activity. 

Co-ordination in 
tandem of native 
planting policies and 
security provision 
considerations 
needs to be 
reflected in 
emerging policies 
 
Policies should 
encourage high 
levels of use of 
walking/cycling 
infrastructure to 
ensure continuous 
use enhancing the 
perception of a safe 
environment 
 
Promotion of 
CEEQUAL standard 
could improve 
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 opportunities for 
solar street furniture 
to be included as a 
cost effective means 
of lighting some 
areas 
 

Education 
 
High population 
impact (we can 
learn everyday of 
our lives) 
 
Short and long 
term impacts 
 
 

Education is the key to 
opportunities for active 
participation in all walks 
of life and promotes 
well-being 

Ensure that particularly 
deprived areas or groups have 
access to good quality 
education and training 

+ve / -ve Core strategy 
policies can help to 
determine location and 
density of educational 
establishments and cover 
for Borough 
 

Requires input of 
relevant education 
colleagues  
 
Building Schools for 
the Future 
programme 
dependent on Core 
Strategy policies. 
 
 

 

Employment 
 
Working age 
population 
 
Short and long 
term impacts 
 
 

Work plays a major part 
in reducing poverty and 
promoting people’s 
health and well-being 

Ensure there are training and 
employment opportunities 
particularly in deprived areas or 
for excluded groups. Consider 
how any employment- creating 
scheme can be made 
accessible to vulnerable 
people.  
Avoid unnecessary educational 
requirements in job 
specifications e.g. instead of 
“degree” say “that level of 
intellectual ability normally 
evidenced by a degree” and 
consider alternative evidence 

+ve One of the main aims of 
Core Strategy is to deliver 
sustainably located 
appropriate employment 
sites, accessible from 
residential areas preferably 
by using sustainable 
transport options 
 
+ve Core Strategy looks at 
providing employment site 
opportunities in areas in 
need of regeneration but 
does not directly impact on 
recruitment requirements 

Core Strategy is a 
spatial document 
and does not dictate 
delivery issues such 
as design of job 
requirements 
 
Flexibility should be 
a key factor in 
delivery of 
employment sites in 
terms of facilitating 
the establishment of 
employers who can 
offer a varied range 
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 of job opportunities 
which are about 
more than just 
income provision. 
 

Work 
environment 
 
 
 
Working age, 
volunteers, carers 
etc  
 
Long and short 
term effects 
 
 

The work environment 
affects people’s physical 
and mental 
well-being 

Ensure health and safety 
systems are in place and 
measures to reduce stress 
Use the occupational stress 
checklist in the 14th Annual 
Public Health Report.  

+ve Core Strategy policies 
will aim to deliver 
sustainably designed 
employment areas which 
offer facilities for users such 
as open space and 
accessibility through 
sustainable transport 
modes 
 
+ve Design of new 
employment buildings to 
environmental standards 
can be incorporated into 
Core Strategy policies 
ahead of Government 
targets for BREEAM 
standards on all non-
residential properties by 
2019. 

Quality of internal 
work space is not 
direct remit of Core 
Strategy. 
 
Awaiting evidence 
on best locations of 
employment types 
 
 
 
 
 
Awaiting evidence in 
terms of targets 
which can be set in 
Core Strategy 
 

 

Leisure 
 
High population 
levels 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Participation in activities 
promotes health and 
well-being 

Ensure activities are affordable 
and easily accessible 

+ve Location of leisure 
facilities is a major element 
of Core Strategy 
development, ensuring sites 
are accessible 
 
+ve (if achieved) promotion 
of existing accessible 
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natural environmental 
leisure opportunities needs 
to be reflected in emerging 
policies 
 
N/A Affordability is not an 
issue that the Core Strategy 
can address directly 
 

 
 
 
Other strategies 
such as 
Regeneration will 
work in tandem with 
Core Strategy to 
ensure affordability 
element 
 

Accidents 
 
High population 
levels however 
older and 
younger ends of 
social scale more 
vulnerable 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Accidents in the home 
as well as roads, 
workplace etc cause 
death or disability 

Ensure all health and safety 
measure are in place and make 
people aware of the causes of 
accidents 
Put systems of root cause 
analysis in place to analyse 
accidents. 

+ve Design of public realm 
to enhance 
neighbourhoods and 
reduce traffic levels is a 
responsibility of the Core 
Strategy and existing 
evidence shows low levels 
of traffic related accidents 
 
N/A Building regulations 
cover health and safety 
design issues – this is not a 
direct remit of the Core 
Strategy 

Inclusion of Lifetime 
Homes and Building 
for Life standards in 
policies could assist 
with ensuring 
delivering or spatial 
environment 
conducive to safety. 
 

 

Empowerment & 
sense of control 
 
High population 
levels 
 
Long and short 
term impacts 

A sense of agency (the 
setting and pursuit of 
goals), mastery (ability 
to shape circumstances 
/the environment to 
meet personal needs) & 
autonomy (self-
determination 

Do everything possible to 
ensure that people are able to 
influence issues relating to their 
own lives. 
Do not leave threats hanging 
over people for long periods. 
Maximise opportunities for 
community/user involvement, 

+ve Core Strategy has 
several elements of public 
consultation and input to its 
development allowing 
partners and stakeholders 
to comment. 
 
+ve Statement of 

HIA exercise and 
informal events 
planned to allow 
health professionals 
and other strategic 
partners to inform 
emerging policy at 
all stages 
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 /individuality) 
is key to mental health. 
Stress results when 
people face threats to 
fundamental aspects of 
their wellbeing that they 
are unable to do 
anything to address. 
The more people are 
empowered, the fewer 
of the challenges they 
face will be experienced 
as stress.  
 

ownership and empowerment. Community Involvement 
was developed early in 
LDF design and outlines 
how and when consultation 
will take place. 

Health 
inequalities 
 
 
Those of the 
populace 
identified as 
experiencing 
health inequalities 
(as determined by 
NHS Stockport 
strategies etc) 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Health is inequitably 
distributed between 
groups in society.  
Vulnerable groups 
include low-income 
households, young 
children, pregnant 
women, black and 
minority ethnic people, 
older people, people 
with disabilities. 

Ensure equitable access to 
services; target services in 
areas of greatest need; 
address the needs of 
vulnerable groups 

+ve Preferred option for 
emerging Core Strategy is 
Areas in need of 
Regeneration which will 
deliver to areas most in 
need 
 
+ve Spatial service 
placement is an integral 
part of the Core Strategy 
development 
 
+ve Accessibility to basic 
services by all forms part of 
the evidence base to 
enable sustainable design 
of policies 
 
+ve Consideration of needs 

Annual monitoring 
looks at 
accessibility of 
sectors 
 
Health agency input 
to Core Strategy 
development is key 
to ensuring 
knowledge of health 
areas to be 
addressed and 
location of new 
planned health sites 
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of Gypsy & Traveller 
Communities forms part of 
emerging policies. 
 

Social & Community Networks 
Social exclusion 
 
 
Specific impacts 
on socially 
excluded 
population 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Isolation leads to 
depression and 
loneliness 

Promote community and social 
activities 

+ve Spatial provision of 
accessible community 
facilities does form part of 
the Core strategy 
development  
 

 

 

Community 
development 
 
High levels of 
population 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Being part of a 
community, accessing 
social support and 
getting involved all 
promote health and 
well-being 

Promote community and 
neighbourhood activities 

N/A Not within direct remit 
of Core Strategy which is 
about spatial location 
 
+ve Accessibility to 
services is an issue for 
policies in the Core 
Strategy 
 
+ve Accessibility through 
sustainable transport 
options is key to Core 
Strategy policy 
 

Ensure community 
infrastructure is in 
place in terms of 
community 
buildings, open 
space etc 
 
Annual monitoring 
of accessibility 
takes place 
 
 

 

Resilience and 
community assets 
 

Emotional resilience is a 
key element of positive 
mental health and is 

Promote development of 
community capacity, positive 
parenting, networks of support 

N/A & +ve Not a specific 
remit of the Core strategy, 
except through design of 

Design standards 
all have elements 
about fostering 
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Potential to 
impact on high 
level of 
population, with 
specific impact on 
mental health 
patients 
 
Short and long 
term effects 

defined as the extent to 
which a person can 
adapt to and/or recover 
in the face of adversity.  
Resilience may be an 
individual attribute, 
strongly influenced by 
parenting, or a 
characteristic of 
communities 

accessible community 
facilities & services which 
offer opportunities for 
communities to interact. 

community 
interaction – 
evidence bases will 
determine what 
levels of design 
standards can be 
required through 
Core Strategy 

Health services East access to health 
care when people need 
it prevents health 
conditions becoming 
worse, or ensure they 
get the right treatment 

Ensure people are informed 
about how and where to 
access healthcare 

+ve Spatial location of 
existing and planned health 
facilities key to Core 
Strategy development 
 
-ve Centralised services 
make access harder for 
some – see rural proofing 
data 
 
 

Need to ensure that 
major housing 
redevelopment has 
access to health 
care and other 
services. 
 
Major aspect of 
Equalities Impact 
Assessment in terms 
of access by all 
vulnerable groups 
and groups in need 
e.g. LGBT, Older, 
Carers etc 
 
Requires input from 
health agencies as 
to planned locations 
of new facilities and 
any improvement to 
existing facilities 
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Social services  
 
Those making 
use of social 
services 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Being able to maintain 
independence is 
important for health and 
well-being 

Ensure there is access to social 
care for those who need it 
Ensure that all facilities are 
accessible to people with 
impairments 

N/A Disabled access is part 
of building regulations in 
design  
 
+ve Accessibility is key to 
Core Strategy in terms of 
location of facilities and 
design of public realm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social services 
comments on Core 
Strategy as 
consultees is critical 
 
Age & Rural 
proofing exercises 
being undertaken 
on emerging 
policies 
 
Equalities Impact 
Assessment will 
highlight 
accessibility for all. 
 

 

Lifestyle 
Diet 
 
High population 
levels, more 
specific for 
economically 
deprived and 
those who are 
dependent on 
others 
 
Short and long 
term impacts 
 
 

Healthy diet promotes 
optimal physical health 
by preventing 
malnutrition and obesity 

Ensure particularly deprived 
areas or groups have access to 
cheap healthy food and 
knowledge and skills of how to 
prepare and use them 

+ve No guarantees from 
Core Strategy as to price 
since this is not within its 
remit, however policies do 
promote accessibility to 
retail, including food, using 
sustainable transport 
modes 
 

Strategy cannot 
determine type of 
food retail outlets 
(i.e. cheap, organic 
or locally sourced) – 
this lies within the 
scope of 
Sustainable 
Community 
Strategy, LAA and 
other strategies 
Borough-wide, 
highlighting a need 
for alignment 

 

Physical activity Active lifestyles promote Ensure access to recreational +ve Provision of leisure and Mapping being  
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High population 
levels but with 
specific issues for 
obese, cardio-
vascular and 
other health 
impacts 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

good physical health and leisure activities 
 

recreational facilities forms 
a part of the Core Strategy 
with Preferred Option 
highlighting issue of access 
to recreational facilities 
 
+ve Accessibility is key to 
policy implementation 
 
+ve Sustainable transport 
promotion offers further 
opportunities for residents 
to be active e.g. whilst 
commuting 
 
+ve / -ve Core Strategy 
policies need to ensure 
green infrastructure and 
cycle path provision as well 
as pedestrian access to 
employment, services etc 
 

undertaken as part 
of evidence base in 
terms of accessibility
 
INSERT EMILY and 
Health & 
Environment Advisor 
(Planning) work to 
ensure sustainable 
transport key to 
emerging spatial 
policies. 
 
SEMMS delivery 
must have 
corresponding 
delivery of 
sustainable 
transport elements 
of SEMMS strategy 
to ensure it has 
maximum benefit – 
this needs to be 
reflected in spatial 
policies in Core 
Strategy. 
 

Smoking 
 
Smokers, with 
some impact on 
wider populace in 
terms of passive 

Smoking, including 
passive smoking, 
causes cancer, heart 
disease, strokes and 
respiratory problems 

Promote non-smoking in public 
spaces.  Provide easy access 
to help quit smoking 

N/A No direct impact on 
smoking levels as outside 
remit of Core Strategy 
 
-ve Policies aim to provide 
public open space etc which 

Other legislation has 
remit to deliver on 
smoking control – 
outside direct scope 
of core strategy 
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smoking 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

is accessible and promotes 
feelings of safety and 
pleasant surroundings 
which can be impacted by 
use for smokers 
 

Alcohol 
 
Those who drink, 
victims of drink 
related crime 
 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Excessive or binge 
drinking causes ill 
health and anti-social 
behaviour 

Ensure alcohol is only available 
to those over 18 and good 
practice in managing sites 
where drink is sold is 
maintained  
 

N/A No direct impact on 
alcohol intake levels as 
outside remit 
 
-ve Policies aim to provide 
public open space etc which 
is accessible and promotes 
feelings of safety and 
pleasant surroundings 
which intake of alcoholic 
beverages in such areas 
could impact on negatively 
 
 

WHAT POWERS 
DOES SPATIAL 
STRATEGY HAVE 
IN TERMS OF 
LICENSED 
PREMISES 
 
Trading Standards 
and enforcement 
roles are direct remit 
to address this 
issue. 

 

Sexual behaviour 
 
 
High population 
levels 
 
Short and long 
term effects 
 

Can cause the spread 
of infectious diseases 

Ensure information is available 
and access to health services 
 

N/A No direct impact on 
sexual behaviour and 
information provision as 
outside remit 

 
+ve Accessibility to services 
at a spatial level is key to 
the Core Strategy 
 
 

Discussion of needs 
of various social 
groups in terms of 
Equalities Impact 
Assessment 
addresses access to 
health needs 

 

Drugs 
 
Drug takers, 

Can cause ill health and 
anti-social behaviour 

Promote access to treatment 
services 

N/A No direct impact on 
drug service provision as 
outside remit 

Remit to address 
this issue lies with 
other agencies but 
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victims of drug 
related crimes 
 
Sort and long 
term effects 
 

 
+ve Accessibility to 
services in terms of health 
agency support etc, at a 
spatial level is key to the 
Core Strategy 
 

spatial provision of 
services underlies 
much of service 
availability 
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Step 2: What are the impacts and how have you addressed them? 
From your notes above summarise your main positive and negative impacts (including whether these affect high or low numbers in 
the population and whether they are short or long term effects). 

 
Step 3: Prioritising health impacts in your report 
Ideally your final report should contain the above summary in a section entitled ‘Impact on Health’ and include the actions you have 
taken to maximise health gain and minimise health damaging impacts. You may need to prioritise which health impacts need to be 
included by considering the following: 

a) Potential health gain 
b) Capacity to implement 
c) Addresses inequalities 
 

The following are groups of the population you may wish to consider under point (c) above: 

1 Black and minority ethnic groups 2 People with disability 
3 Low income households  4 Children and young people 
5 Adults of working age   6 Older People 
7 Other vulnerable groups e.g. people with mental health problems; homeless people; refugees and asylum seekers, gay and 

lesbian groups (please specify)  
 
Step 4:   
This exercise is primarily for your own benefit in identifying the potential health impacts of your proposal/policy. However, please also 
send a copy of your completed checklist and your summary from step 3 (‘Impact on health’) to Jilla.burgess-allen@stockport-
pct.nhs.uk for consideration by the HIA committee. The committee will then advise you as to whether a more comprehensive Health 
Impact Assessment would be appropriate. In most cases this tool in itself will be adequate to highlight what should be done to 
maximise health gain. If further HIA is recommended, the HIA committee can provide support and assistance with this. 
 
 
 

Person responsible for applying toolkit to report: Angie Jukes 
Email: angie.jukes@stockport.gov.uk  
Telephone number: 0161 474 4385 
Report Title: Draft Core Strategy DPD 
Date: 8th December 2008 
Where approval sought e.g. committee or Board: 



 

Core Strategy DPD:  
Annexes to Sustainability Appraisal Report 
 
 

Annex 2 
Equalities Impact Assessment 
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Pro-forma for the Initial Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) 
 

 
Before completing this pro-forma please ensure that you have read the guidance 
on Relevance Screening and have completed the Relevance Screening 
Document to identify whether you need to undertake an EIA for the policy. 
 
 
Process for completed forms:- 
 
Step 1 – Completed draft EIA to be sent to Diversity and Equality team along 
with the draft policy for quality checking and possible recommendation. 
 
Please note – It is the author’s responsibility to ensure the EIA is well evidenced 
and of a good quality. 
 
Once the Policy/EIA has been signed off:-  
 
Step 2 – An electronic copy of the approved policy and EIA to be sent to Gin 
Williams in the Policy Unit .  
 
The documents will be uploaded to the Policy Register on the Council website - A 
legal requirement. A confirmation email will then be sent to the author. 
 
Please note – Only word documents (policy and EIA) to be sent to Gin Williams 
 
 
Policy Revision:- 
 
When a policy is revised the associated EIA must also be revised – this revision 
should be proportionate to changes made to the policy. If no changes are made 
to the policy no changes need to be made to the EIA. 
 
When a policy nears its review date an email reminder will be sent to the author 
to remind them of the need to consider revising the EIA. 
 
If a policy and EIA are revised the “Process for Completed Forms'' as outlined on 
the front page of this document must be followed as the online policy register will 
need to be updated with the latest version of the policy/EIA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2

Name of the policy to be assessed:  
 
Stockport Core Strategy Development Plan Document – part of Stockport Local 
Development Framework 
 
 
 
 
Directorate: 
 
 
Business Unit and Area: 
 
 
 
Completed By: 
 
Name: 
 
 
Position: 
 
 
Email: 
 
 
 
Date Completed: 
 
 
 
Signed off by: 
 
Name: 
 
 
 
Position: 
 
 
 
Date signed off: 
(approved) 
 
Date on which the Policy and EIA is to be reviewed   
 

Communities, Regeneration & Environment 

Policy - Planning Policy 

Angie Jukes  

Health & Environment Advisor (Planning) 

Angie.jukes@stockport.gov.uk 

14th January 2009 to 9th 
April 2010  

Richard Leyshon 

Head of Planning Services 

6th April 2010 

2016 



 3

 
Briefly describe the aims, objectives and purpose of the policy? 
The starting point for producing a new Local Development Framework (LDF) is to decide 
on the long-term vision needed to make sure that Stockport develops in the most 
sustainable way, while at the same time improving quality of life for all and addressing 
the causes and effects of climate change. This is where the Core Strategy comes in. The 
Core Strategy will be the cornerstone of Stockport’s LDF and will provide a broad and 
long term development strategy for the Borough that affects all our people as well as 
generations to come. It will help Stockport to continue being economically competitive, to 
meet our housing and employment needs and to address our environmental and 
transport pressures. The Core Strategy will also reflect the policies and objectives from 
other strategic documents including the Sustainable Community Strategy, the Greater 
Manchester Local Transport Plan and the North West Regional Spatial Strategy. In 
short, it will set out the overall vision, objectives and spatial strategy for Stockport from 
its adoption (scheduled for early in 2011) up until 2026. 

The Core Strategy will not allocate specific sites or areas for development or which are 
to be protected from development. It will, rather, set out a spatial strategy identifying 
which parts of the borough should be the focus for future development to meet housing, 
employment, retail, leisure and other community needs. It will set out in broad terms how 
much new development is necessary during the plan period and the strategic (spatial) 
policies which are needed to manage development so as to deliver the strategy.  It will 
also set out more detailed policies which we will follow when considering planning 
applications where these do not apply to specific allocations. Other LDF documents (for 
example the forthcoming Allocations DPD) will deal with the more precise detail of which 
sites are to be developed and will include more detailed policies which will be used to 
manage development when considering planning applications at those sites or in 
specific allocated areas. 

In essence, the purpose of the Core Strategy is to guide what development is needed, 
where it should go and how much is required.  To achieve the aims of this long term 
strategy, we will work with and help to steer the development decisions of other 
providers, for instance the local health authority, transport providers, the retail sector, 
house builders and others. 
 
Who defined the terms/scope of the policy? (e.g. Stockport Council, central 
or regional government) 
Explain why we are doing this and who has told us to do it e.g. responding to 
legislation or locally identified priority 
 
The Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 placed the duty on the Council to 
prepare a Local Development Framework.  The preparation process, scope and content 
of the LDF is set down in PPS 12 Local Spatial Planning.  Central Government sets 
down further requirements through other planning policy statements. 
 
There are also a number of planning policies at regional level which Stockport has to 
follow in preparing the Local Development Framework and the Core Strategy. In addition 
there are various sub-regional and local policies and strategies which provide a 
framework and context within which the Core Strategy and LDF will as a whole operate. 
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Also consideration must be taken of the Stockport Sustainable Community Strategy and 
Stockport Regeneration Strategy. 
 
There are a wealth of other policy documents which have an impact on the development 
of the Core Strategy and these are listed in detail in the statutory Sustainability Appraisal 
Report which accompanies the Core Strategy. 
 
 
Is the policy directed or influenced by another policy controlled by the 
Council? 
The aim of this question is to ensure that you are not duplicating work if an 
existing EIA could apply to the new policy! 
Does your policy sit beneath an over arching policy? E.g. the ‘Assisted 
Collections’ policy sat underneath the overall ‘Waste Management’ policy 
therefore only one overarching EIA was required. 
So, if your answer is yes, name the policy and state whether it would be possible 
to complete one EIA for all of the relevant policies. 
 
The Core Strategy is influenced by a number of other Council Strategies e.g. Stockport’s 
Sustainable Community Strategy and the Regeneration Strategy.  Both of these 
strategies have their own EqIA process – however, the scope of the Core Strategy in 
setting the spatial planning framework for these other strategies warrants its own EqIA.. 
 
Town Centre Housing SPD and associated EqIA. 
 
Are there any other Council services or external agencies who share 
responsibility for the policy? 
Who implements the policy and who is responsible for it? 
(i) the responsibilities which the Council holds and 
(ii) the responsibilities held by other bodies (public, private or 'other') 
Clearly state which agencies are responsible for implementing the policy and 
detail their individual responsibilities.  
You must ensure that they are consulted with when completing the EIA. 
 
 
All Stakeholders and Partners in terms of delivery of development are responsible for 
implementing the policies in the Borough.  Core Strategy development timeframe has 
been from 2007 to 2011 and two stages of consultation have already been undertaken 
during Autumn 2007 and Winter 2009.  A list of adverts and consultees approached has 
been included in the Appendix to this document. 
 
Also details of the responses and actions from these consultation sessions can be found 
here: http://stockport.limehouse.co.uk/portal/pp/ldfcs  
 
The Council is responsible for granting planning consents for development and for 
monitoring compliance with planning policies. 
 
As statutorily required under guidance for preparation of LDFs a Statement of 
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Community Involvement (SCI) was prepared detailing the proposed processes for 
involving the community throughout the LDF development.  This document was subject 
to its own consultation which is detailed within the document.  The SCI can be 
downloaded here: 
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/content/environment/planningbuildingpolicy/developmentpla
nning/ldf/sci?a=5441  
 
 
What outcomes are expected from the policy and who is intended to benefit 
and in what way? 
What do you want to achieve by introducing this policy? 
and, What groups/individuals etc will benefit from its introduction? 
 
To provide the sustainable development of the Borough between 2011-2026 – see 
Question 1 response.  All residents, businesses / organisations as well as visitors to the 
Borough will benefit from the implementation of this document. 
 
What factors could contribute / detract from the outcomes? 
List the factors needed to ensure that this policy is successful e.g. financial 
resources, human resources, support of partners; and 
List the factors that may make it difficult to achieve these outcomes.  Your 
service level or directorate level Risk Registers, which are linked to the Business 
Plans, may be useful here. 
 
A wide range of partners from the public and private sector contribute to 
implementation of planning policies which means that there are a huge range of 
potential actions which can both contribute to and detract from the policies. 
 
The Infrastructure Plan element of the Core Strategy is key to ensuring delivery 
and associated funding is required to ensure that this can take place. 
 
Fiscal mechanisms are key to enabling delivery of development in line with 
policies outlined in the Core Strategy. 
 
Skills are necessary to enable designers and developers in particular to achieve 
many of the policy requirements. 
 
 
 
Guidance notes 
 
Identifying Differential / Adverse Impacts 
 
Remember – a policy can aim to treat all people fairly but unless you speak to 
the people it is going to affect how do you really know? 
 



 6

You need to ensure that the policy is written in such a way that when it comes to 
be implemented, none of the listed groups are unintentionally disadvantaged 
 
 
Consultation 
 
Are there any experts/relevant groups who you can approach to explore their 
views on the policy's actual or potential impacts? 
 
Such consultation exercises should be appropriate and proportionate and may 
range from assembling focus groups to a one to one meeting.  
Please note-all consultation must be evidenced. 
 
Please see Information on Consulting and Stockport Community Organisations 
on the Diversity and Equality Intranet Pages 
 
 
 Please note – This is not a tick box exercise and is about ensuring that we 
are meeting the needs of all groups and individuals through our service 
delivery. 
 
It is crucial that you provide as much evidence and/or, consultation as 
possible to justify your answers around differential / negative impacts – 
Whether ‘YES’ or ‘NO’ 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 
Please state any National/Local evidence 
including any previous or new consultation 
undertaken to support and justify your claims 
around differential impacts. If there is limited 
evidence we strongly recommend 
undertaking consultation  
 
Please note – if you identify a differential 
impact it may be advantageous to discuss 
whether this impact is also negative and 
record your findings in the next box 
 
If no differential impact is identified there will 
be NO negative impact 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 
This can include research, evidence, and, 
or consultation undertaken when 
identifying differential impacts. 
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced on the grounds of 
promoting equality of 
opportunity for another 
group or for any other 
reason?  
 
When the answer is 'YES', 
there is a negative impact 
against one of the equality 
strands, please explain 
whether this negative impact 
can be reduced on the 
grounds of promoting equality 
of opportunity for another 
group or for any other reason? 
Ie: – Monitoring information 
shows that disabled people 
are under represented in the 
organisation therefore we have 
a guaranteed interview 
scheme for those people who 
meet the essential criteria. 
This is an example of a 
differential impact but it is 
negative as it is addressing a 
particular issue. 

 
Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Pertinent 
to all 
Equalities 
Strands: 

No – In terms of consultation on emerging 
policy the statutory Statement of Community 
Involvement approach outlined below seeks 
to ensure that all equalities strands have 
access at times of consultation on the Core 
Strategy and takes accounts of specialist 
needs in terms of vision, audio and language 
needs. 
 

A Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 
specifies how the Council involves the 
community in the preparation of the LDF as 
well as in the processing of planning 
applications. The community were invited to 
contribute to the preparation of the Council’s 
SCI in August 2005.  
 

A revised SCI was then adopted in 2006 and 
has been further updated as required. 
 
Further Consultation: 
Wide public consultation was undertaken on 
the Issues & Options Stage of Core Strategy 
development in Autumn 2007 and again on 
the Preferred Option stage in Autumn 2009, 
totalling 12 weeks consultation over the 
development of this spatial policy – see later 
detail. 
 
The Core Strategy is subject to annual 
monitoring of policy performance covering 
housing, employment and access to services 
as well as other policies – see the evidence 
base for further information. 

No as no differential impact N/A 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Pertinent 
to all 
Equalities 
Strands: 

Below are specific evidence resources which 
inform each of the Equalities Strands.  
Following on from those sections is a list of 
national, regional and local policies and 
strategies which either require and/or inform 
consideration of equalities issues in local 
spatial planning policy.  These resources 
have contributed, alongside consultation 
exercises outlined later, to the decisions in 
terms of differential impact. 
 

  

Race No differential impact on this equalities strand 
as spatial policies aim to ensure accessibility 
in terms of housing, education, employment 
and all the other services dealt with by the 
spatial planning policies, to all residents of 
the Borough, inclusive of all races.  Below are 
some specific evidence resources which have 
informed the various policy topics in terms of 
race and the judgement of differential impact.  
In addition there is a further list of general 
national and regional policies, strategies and 
guidance which require or inform that spatial 
policy in local authorities addresses equalities 
issues. 
 

No N/A 

 Northwest Equality & Diversity Strategy 
Review and Action Plan 2006-2008 has 3 
priorities: economic participation for all; 
reducing hate crime and violence; promoting 
diversity as an asset 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Race cont. Greater Manchester Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment – assesses for racial 
need for Greater Manchester, including 
Gypsy and Traveller needs. 
 

  

 Ethnicity and Religion Profile for Stockport 
details ethnicity and religious population 
figures for the Borough 
 

  

 AGMA Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation 
and Service Delivery Needs in Greater 
Manchester 2007/8 – highlights pitch 
provision and issues around this group. 
 

  

 Here to Stay; Gypsy & Traveller Study, 
Cheshire, Halton & Warrington offers good 
practice ideas for consideration in terms of 
issues around this social sector. 
 

  

 Department of Health Publication on: 
Lesbian, gay and bisexual people from Black 
and minority ethnic communities: explains 
some issues for this social group. 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Disability No differential impact as spatial policies aim 
to ensure accessibility in terms of housing, 
education, employment and all the other 
services dealt with by the spatial planning 
policies, for all residents of the Borough, 
inclusive of status.  National legislation such 
as the Building Regs covers the Built 
Environment in terms of consideration of the 
requirements around Disabilities.  The 
following specific pieces of evidence have 
informed the various policy topics in terms of 
disability and the judgement of differential 
impact – the additional evidence also 
promotes consideration of disability issues. 
 

No since no differential impact N/A 

 Department of Health Publication on: 
Disabled lesbian, gay and bisexual people: 
explains some issues for this social group. 

  

 Greater Manchester Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment – assesses for housing  
need for Greater Manchester, including 
disability. 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Gender 
including 
trans 

No differential impact on this equalities strand 
as spatial policies aim to ensure accessibility 
in terms of housing, education, employment 
and all the other services dealt with by the 
spatial planning policies, to all residents of 
the Borough, inclusive of all.  Below are some 
specific evidence resources which have 
informed the various policy topics in terms of 
gender and transgender, as well as the 
judgement of differential impact.  In addition 
there is a list of general national and regional 
policies and strategies which require that 
spatial policy in local authorities addresses 
equalities issues. 

No since no differential impact N/A 

 Breaking the Cycle – LGB&T 2009-2014 
Strategy for the Northwest 

  

 Engendered Penalties: Transgender & 
Transsexual People’s Experiences of 
Inequality and Discrimination – pertinent to 
inequalities specific for this sector 
 

  

 Department for Transport – Women’s 
Transport Issues – guidance on consideration 
of issues for Women in transport delivery 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Sexual 
Orientation 

No differential impact on this equalities strand 
as spatial policies aim to ensure accessibility 
in terms of housing, education, employment 
and all the other services dealt with by the 
spatial planning policies, to all residents of 
the Borough, inclusive of all.  Below are some 
specific evidence resources which have 
informed the various policy topics in terms of 
LGBT issues, as well as the judgement of 
differential impact.  In addition there is a list of 
general national and regional policies and 
strategies which require that spatial policy in 
local authorities addresses equalities issues. 

No since no differential impact N/A 

 Breaking the Cycle – LGB&T 2009-2014 
Strategy for the Northwest 

  

 Department of Health Publications on: Young 
lesbian, gay and bisexual people; Lesbian, 
gay and bisexual people from Black and 
minority ethnic communities; Disabled 
lesbian, gay and bisexual people.  Considers 
health implications and methods of 
communicating and engaging. 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Religion 
and Belief 

No differential impact on this equalities strand 
as spatial policies aim to ensure accessibility 
in terms of housing, education, employment 
and all the other services dealt with by the 
spatial planning policies, to all residents of 
the Borough, inclusive of all.  Below are some 
specific evidence resources which have 
informed the various policy topics in terms of 
belief, as well as the judgement of differential 
impact.  In addition there is a list of general 
national and regional policies and strategies 
which require that spatial policy in local 
authorities addresses equalities issues. 

No since no differential impact N/A 

 Ethnicity and Religion Profile for Stockport 
details ethnicity and religious population 
figures for the Borough. 
 

  

Age No differential impact on this equalities strand 
as spatial policies aim to ensure accessibility 
in terms of housing, education, employment 
and all the other services dealt with by the 
spatial planning policies, to all residents of 
the Borough, inclusive of all ages.  Below are 
some specific evidence resources which have 
informed the various policy topics in terms of 
age, as well as the judgement of differential 
impact.  In addition there is a list of general 
national and regional policies and strategies 
which require that spatial policy in local 
authorities addresses equalities issues. 

No since no differential impact – an age 
proofing exercise has also been 
undertaken on the emerging policies. 

N/A 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Age cont Older People’s Transport Issues – DfT 
reports on considerations of older people’s 
needs 

  

 Children & Young People – DfT research on 
their needs and requirements 

  

 Stockport’s Young Persons Housing Needs 
Survey May 2004: 16-25 year old’s views on 
housing availability in Stockport. 

  

 Lancashire Study on older people concerns 
on accessing centres in evenings.  Issues 
around retention of independence through 
accessibility of services and income related 
issues such as affordable food 
 

  

 Greater Manchester Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment – assesses for housing  
need for Greater Manchester, including older 
people. 

  

 Stockport’s Core Strategy Age Proofing 
exercise – using recognised age proofing 
frameworks to assess current appraisal 
frameworks for appropriateness in terms of 
assessing age issues. 
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Equality 
Strand 

Differential Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Negative Impact - Please justify and 
explain your answer ‘YES’ or ‘NO’  
 

Can the negative impact be 
reduced? 

Socio-
economic 

Yes, since policies in the Core Strategy 
specifically target regeneration areas in the 
Borough.  Consultation responses have 
shown support for this approach and helped 
to drive decisions to select this model for 
spatial policy for the Core Strategy – see 
outcomes documents for referenced later for 
specific comments. 
 
 

No – these  policies are designed to 
address current imbalance in the Borough 
in terms of economic deprivation.  In 
addition,  these spatial policies address 
accessibility for all residents, including 
specific targeting of those more deprived 
residents, with no adverse impact on 
other areas of the Borough or other 
groups. 

N/A 

 Stockport Economic Development Strategy 
2009-2011 Action Plan – includes improving 
skills and employability, as well as 
encouraging enterprise, innovation and 
competitiveness. 

  

Other 
including 
carers 

No differential impact as spatial policies aim 
to ensure accessibility for all residents of the 
Borough, including Stockport’s care 
providers.  The following evidence bases 
have informed the various policy topics on 
carers, as well as the judgement on 
differential impact.  There are additional 
resources outlined later: 
 

No since there is no differential impact N/A 

 Stockport’s Health Impact Assessment on the 
Core Strategy. 
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Other Evidence Resources Pertinent to all Equalities Strands which have determined judgement on differential 
impact: 
 

Profiling Stockport Live is a common 
resource for local statistics and data 
informing many of the equalities strands and 
has been used to inform both the Core 
Strategy and associated Appraisals. 

PPS9 Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation – enhancing quality of life and 
sense of wellbeing 
 

Social Exclusion and the provision of public 
transport – DFT Summary Report on 
accessibility of transport tackling social 
exclusion 
 

Planning Policy Statement 1 Delivering 
Sustainable Development – creating equal 
opportunity for all citizens; tackling social 
cohesion;  addressing climate change 
 

PPG13 Transport – accessibility for all to 
ensure quality of life 
 

CABE Inclusion by Design Guidance – 
Equality, diversity and the built environment 
2008 – guidance on considerations for all 
social groups 
 

Supplement to PPS 1 – Planning and climate 
change – tackling climate change and 
benefiting social cohesion 
 

PPG 15Planning & the Historic Environment 
– protection and accessibility of historic sites 
 

Civic Trust: NightVision – town centres for all 
– best practice guidance on safe, accessible, 
diverse town centres welcoming to all 

Planning Policy Statement 3 Housing – 
objectives include provision of decent homes 
where ALL people want to live and create 
inclusive mixed communities 
 

PPG 16 Archaeology & Planning – 
preservation of archaeological remains for all. 
 

Planning Advisory Service: equality and 
diversity case studies – improving planning 
outcomes for the whole of the community 
 

PPS 4 Planning for Sustainable Economic 
Growth – ensuring provision of employment 
opportunities, generation of wealth and 
economic output. 
 

PPG17 Planning for Open Space & 
Recreation (includes guidance for local 
assessment) and covers accessibility for all, 
including a child’s right to play. 

Planning Advisory Service: prevention is still 
better than cure – planning for healthy 
communities includes suggestions on 
consideration of health inequalities 
 

PPS6 Planning for Town Centres – national 
policy on provision of retail, cultural and 
leisure facilities 
 

PPS 22 Renewable Energy – promoting a low 
carbon approach, enabling affordable fuel 
use for all 
 

PPS 7 Sustainable Development in Rural 
Areas – promotes social inclusion and 
efficient resource use 
 

PPS 25 Development and Flood Risk – 
management of flood risk to the benefit of all 
residents 
 

North West Regional Spatial Strategy Policies 
Establish regional policies for sustainable 
development; housing; transport; 
employment; health etc including equitable 
access for all communities 
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Northwest Equality & Diversity Strategy 
Review and Action Plan 2006-2008 has 3 
priorities: economic participation for all; 
reducing hate crime and violence; promoting 
diversity as an asset. 

Stockport 2001 – key statistics comparison 
with 1991 Census – shows ethnicity, age and 
household statistics; reducing hate crime and 
violence; promoting diversity as an asset 
 

Stockport Conservation & Heritage Strategy 
2008 - 2011 – protection of and access to 
historic assets 

North West Public Health Observatory Health 
Profiler Tool www.nwpho.org.uk/healthprofiler

Stockport Council Housing Needs Study 2008 Future Stockport Town Centre Masterplan – 
tackles issues of accessibility including 
housing provision accessible to all regardless 

NW Food Action Plan 2007-2010: To improve 
the provision of and access to safe and 
healthier foods for all sections of society in 
the North West. 
 

Stockport Shopping & Leisure Study August 
2008 and 2009 update – assesses the need 
and capacity for retail and leisure 
development in the borough up to the period 
2021 in accordance with PPS6 methodology 

Health check of town, district and local 
centres including Accession mapping 
evidence using UDP HP1.2 terms of 
distances, includes fresh food availability over 
a range of 5, 10 and 15 minute access 

Greater Manchester Strategic Housing 
Market Assessment – assesses for housing  
need for Greater Manchester, and considers 
some of the equalities strands. 
 

Stockport District Centre Strategy 2007-2012 
tackles issues around housing in local 
centres being available to all social sectors 

Stockport Core Strategy – Rural Proofing 
Exercise identified that more than 8% of 
Stockport’s population live in Government 
designated rural locations. 

Stockport PCT 17th Annual Public Health 
Report (hardcopy) – details health 
inequalities in the Borough and the health 
objectives for tackling them 

Stockport Annual Monitoring Reports from 
2003 to March 2010 – back editions available 
on request from Monitoring Officer – monitors 
performance of planning policies  
 

Stockport Core Strategy – Age Proofing 
Exercise aimed to ensure that consideration 
of the potential opportunities and impacts of 
Stockport’s ageing population are taken into 
account in emerging policy. 

Childcare Sufficiency Assessment 2008 – 
assessing gaps in supply and quality. 

Stockport Community Safety Survey 2006 / 
2007 – identifies gaps in service provision, 
determines statistics on perceptions of safety 

 

Stockport: public realm accessibility issues 
and fear of intolerance dealt with in existing 
concentration of services policies in Unitary 
Development Plan which will be retained in 
emerging policy 
 

Stockport Town Centre Housing SPD – 
housing delivery in the town centre for any 
and all residents 
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Taking into account the views of the groups/experts, and the available evidence or 
any consultation undertaken - Please clearly evidence how the EqIA has influenced 
any changes to the Policy  
Please detail how the evidence influenced and formed the policy. For example, why things 
were added or removed. This is a crucial question and is around being able to 
demonstrate how the EIA has influenced policy development. 
If the impact is negative what solutions will be introduced? 
 
The Issues & Options Stage of the Core Strategy development was put out to consultation for six 
weeks during Autumn 2007.  The comments are summarised in the document titled “Outcomes 
from Issues & Options” which can be downloaded here: 
http://stockport.limehouse.co.uk/portal/pp/ldfcs   
 
The Preferred Option Stage went out to consultation in Winter 2009 for a further six weeks, when a 
draft EqIA accompanied the documents for consideration by all stakeholders. 
http://stockport.limehouse.co.uk/portal/pp/ldfcs  
 
Equalities concerns have been an important factor in framing the preferred spatial 
strategy.  Focusing services, housing and employment development in the Town Centre, 
District Centres and Neighbourhood Renewal Priority Areas will help to improve 
accessibility to the opportunities development presents by all and in particular the older 
people and socio economically deprived.  Specific examples of consultation responses 
impacting upon policies in the Core Strategy are as follows: 
 

• Further support for the provision of specialist and supported housing for older 
people and people with disability (Housing Core Policy CS3) 

• All new housing to seek to achieve Lifetime Homes standards (Policy as above) 
• Role of the Third Sector, including faith communities, in meeting the communities’ 

needs to be more explicitly acknowledged (Creating Sustainable Communities 
Policy SD 1 – noted level of care provided) 

• Improvement in social equity included in the Spatial Vision – see Spatial Vision. 
• Recognition that there may be parts of the borough where food poverty exists and 

there may be the need for improvement to local convenience shopping facilities, 
outside of the hierarchy of shopping centres (Access to Services Policy AS3 
incorporates consideration of access to food retail). 

 
 
As a result of these conclusions what actions (if any) will be included in your 
business planning and wider review processes? 
Please include details of the monitoring information collected to date or to be collected in 
the future; and List the equalities categories used e.g. age, gender, disability, ethnicity, 
age, sexuality and religion and belief. 
 
The Equalities Monitoring Guidance provides more detailed information about  
establishing monitoring systems. 
 

The Business Plan includes delivery of a sound Core Strategy, as part of achieving the 
Local Development Framework.  This requires consideration of Equalities Impact 
Assessment findings etc.  The Core Strategy has to accord with spatial planning principles 
including accessibility criteria.  Part of delivering the LDF includes annual production of the 
Annual Monitoring Report – see below for more detail. 
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What performance indicators (if any) will be used to monitor the impact of the policy 
on relevant groups? 
Does this policy link to any performance indictors e.g. Local Area Agreement, National 
Indicator set etc? 
How, where and when will progress against these indictors be reported? 
 
These are some of the indicators included in the AMR – see below for link to this report: 
Indices of Multiple Deprivation  
NI 119 Self reported measure of people’s overall health and well being 
NI 137 Healthy Life Expectancy at age 65  
Unemployment levels in the Borough 
Building for Life Assessments (Housing) 
No of registrations of design standards such as Code for Sustainable Homes 
No of affordable dwellings completed 
Perceptions of safety in Stockport Town Centre 
Access to fresh food in areas of deprivation 
Training places achieved through development scheme 
Gypsy & Traveller net additional places 
Change in amount of recreational and amenity open space 
Amount of children’s play and casual recreational facility provided from new development 
NI 8 Adult participation in sport 
NI 57 Children & Young People’s participation in high quality PE and sport 
Amount of completed retail and leisure development in the Borough 
NI 175 Percentage of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport of 
GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, employment and a major health centre 
 
See below for Monitoring Process details. 
 
 
Equality Monitoring 
 
Legal duties require the Council to monitor its policies for any adverse impacts on 
promoting race, gender and disability equality and to publish the results of this 
monitoring. In anticipation of emerging legal duties Stockport Council is extending this 
monitoring requirement in order to examine differential impacts in the areas of: age, sexual 
orientation, religion and belief and carers. 
 
 Please state clearly what monitoring systems have been used to date and/or will be 
used to measure the impact of the policy on relevant groups. 
Please include details of the monitoring information collected to date or to be collected in 
the future; and 
List the equalities categories used e.g. age, gender, disability, ethnicity, age, sexuality and 
religion and belief. 
 
The 'Equalities Monitoring Guidance' provides more detailed information about 
establishing monitoring systems. 
 
A Planning Policy Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) has been prepared annually since December 
2003 monitoring the performance of existing planning policies in Stockport’s Unitary Development 
Plan.  This process will continue once the Core Strategy is published, monitoring the performance 
of the policies therein.  The AMR currently assesses equalities mainly in terms of accessibility to 
employment, education, health care and other services for all Stockport residents, mindful of age, 
gender, disability, ethnicity, sexuality and orientation, religion and belief, carer status and economic 
deprivation status. 
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During 2009 the AMR indicators were reviewed in terms of the various forms of appraisal ongoing 
on emerging policy and data available via the National Indicator system.  In addition to accessibility 
monitoring for all Borough residents and visitors, equalities monitoring will take place in terms of 
healthy life expectancy as well as life expectancy, healthy weight data and the NI 119 self-reported 
measure of people’s overall health and wellbeing.  Other potential indicators will be added on 
review of available data and its relevance to spatial planning. 
 
 
 
Please clearly state how often and where you will publish the results of monitoring. 
The Annual Monitoring Report is produced annually in December each year and is 
published on the Council’s website. 
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningpolicy/ldf/  
 
 
Do the conclusions and evidence in the initial EIA suggest a more detailed, i.e. Full 
EIA is required? 
 
 

Yes                    No    
  
Please explain:  
 
A comprehensive appraisal process incorporating EqIA as part of social, economic and 
environmental considerations under sustainability appraisal, strategic environmental 
assessment, health impacts assessment, rural proofing and age proofing was undertaken 
at all stages of core strategy development. 
 
Relatively few policies will require a full EIA, however, if negative/adverse outcomes have 
been identified or there are serious concerns about the impact of the policy then a Full EIA 
must be undertaken. 
Members and / or Officers should note that they must re-consider the policy in light of the 
findings of the Full EIA once completed. 
Before undertaking a Full EIA – Please contact the Diversity and Equality Team 
 

 X 
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Appendix 
List of Organisations Invited to Comment / have Commented 
 
3 Customer Services 
4NW 
A 4 Architects 
A G Parfett and Sons Ltd 
A Greenham Chartered Surveyors 
AA Call Centre 
Aaron and Partners 
ACERT 
Adams Holmes Associates 
Adidas (UK) Ltd 
Adlington Parish Council 
Adswood and Bridgehall Community 
Partnership 
Advice and Information Unit Manager 
Advisory Council for the Education of  
Romany and other Travellers (ACERT) 
Age Concern 
Aidi BMbtt and Co. KG 
AIG Remediation Ltd 
AKSA Housing Association 
Albert Holiday & Son 
Albert McLellan Ltd 
Alexandra Hospital - BMI Healthcare Ltd 
Allied Bakeries 
Allison Pike Partnership 
Alpha-Khuri Ltd 
Alyn Nicholls Associates 
Amberbury Developments Limited 
AMEC Developments Ltd 
Anchor Trust 
Andrew J Taylor (Solicitors) 
Andrew Martin Associates 
Andrew Moorhouse Planning 
Antler Homes NW 
APCA 
Appleton Group 
Arlington Developments Ltd 
Arlington Securities Plc 
Ascott Design 
ASDA Stores Ltd. 
Ashiana HA Ltd 
Ask Property Developments Ltd 
Aspinall Wright & Co 
Association of Greater Manchester 
Authorities (AGMA) 
ATIS Real Weatheralls 
Atisreal UK Ltd 
Atkins Limited 
Atmospheric Research & Info Centre 
Avro Golf Club 
B&Q Plc 
BAE SYSTEMS 

Bagnall 
Bardsley Construction 
Barratt Manchester 
Barry Swainson & Associates 
Barton Willmore Planning Partnership 
(Northern) 
BASF Plc 
BDP Planning Unit 
Beck Developments Ltd 
Bellway Homes Ltd 
Bellway Homes Ltd (Manchester) 
Bellway Homes Ltd (North west) 
Berwin Leighton 
Bicycle Doctor Ltd 
Bidwells 
Birse Construction Ltd 
BNP Paribas Real Estate 
Bolton Emery Partnership 
Bolton MBC Director of Development and 
Regeneration 
Boots Properties Plc 
Boroughcare 
Bovis Homes Limited 
Bowfell Homes Limited 
Boys & Girls Welfare Society 
BPH Architects 
Bradley Building Design Ltd 
Bramall Park Golf Club Ltd 
Bramhall High School 
Brian Whalley Associates 
British Aerospace Plc 
British Aerospace Property Services 
British Canoe Union 
British Gas 
British Trimmings Ltd 
British Trust for Ornithology 
British Waterways (North West) 
British Waterways Wales and Border 
Counties 
British Wind Energy Association 
Broadstone House Ltd 
Broadway Malyan Planning 
Brookdale Club Ltd. 
Brookhouse Group Ltd 
Brooklyn Residents Association 
Brown Rural Partnership 
British Telecom 
Bullocks Coaches 
Buron Developments 
Bury MBC 
Butterfly Conservation 
C B Richard Ellis Ltd 
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CA Planning 
Careland Ltd 
Casey Developments 
Cass Associates 
CB Richard Ellis 
CDP Ltd. 
CDS Development Services Ltd 
CG Co-operative Group Property 
Chadkirk Nat Hist & Conservation Soc 
Chair of Cheadle Villiage Partnership 
Chair of Edgeley Partnership 
Chair of Governors 
Charles Topham and Sons 
Chartered Surveyors 
Cheadle (Kingsway) Sports Club 
Cheadle + Marple Sixth Form College 
Cheadle Civic Society 
Cheadle Hulme & Bramhall Natural  
History Society 
Cheadle Hulme Community Council 
Cheadle Hulme Partnership 
Cheadle Hulme School 
Cheadle Hulme Village Partnership 
Cheadle Royal Hospital Ltd 
Cheshire Bat Group 
Cheshire County Council 
Cheshire East Council 
Cheshire Wildlife Trust (Stockport & 
Tameside) 
Chisworth Parish Council 
Civil Aviation Authority 
Clarke Lyons (Didsbury Limited) 
Cliff Walsingham and Company 
Clifford Chance 
Cliveden Homes 
Colin Buchanan and Partners 
Colliers CRE 
Community Foundation 
Compstall Mill Estates 
Computer Lynx Ltd 
Confederation of British Industry NW 
Region 
Conservation & Heritage Team SMBC 
Conservative Party Office 
Contact Ltd 
Contour Housing 
Co-Operative Bank Plc 
Copperleaf Ltd 
Corbett Leak Almond 
Cordingleys Chartered Surveyors 
Corserve Ltd 
Costall Allen Design 
Costco UK Ltd 
Costco Wholesale UK Ltd (RPS) 

Council for the Protection of Rural 
England 
Country Land and Business Association 
Countryside Properties 
Crosby Homes (NW) Ltd 
Cussons (International) Plc 
Cycle Stockport 
Cycle Wilmslow 
Cyclists Touring Club 
Data Matters Ltd 
Davenport Park Committee 
David Couttie Associates 
David Dewhurst Architects 
David McLean 
David McLean Homes Limited 
David Walker Chartered Surveyors 
David Wilson Homes 
David Wilson Homes North West 
Dean Fold 
Decathlon 
Denton Hall Burgin & Warrens 
Derbyshire County Council 
DETR Airports Policy Division 
Development Planning Partnership 
Dickman Associates 
Disability Stockport 
Disley Parish Council 
District and Local Centres Regeneration 
DJ & YM Kennedy 
Domus Design 
Don Design 
Donn Design Architects 
DPDS Consulting Group 
DPP 
DPW Design Architects 
Drivers Jonas 
DTZ 
EC Harris 
Ecolab Ltd 
Edgeley Traders Association 
Edward Mellor 
Emerson Group 
Emery Planning Partnership Ltd 
Empire Trading 
Empirecrest Ltd / co NHR Group 
English Churches Housing 
English Heritage (NWRegion) 
English Nature 
English Partnerships 
Entec UK Ltd 
Envirolink Northwest 
Environment Agency 
Equity Housing Group 
Ethel Austin Shop Properties Ltd 
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Etherow Community Council 
Eversheds 
Fairclough Homes 
Fastavia Ltd 
Federation of Master Builders 
Federation of Small Businesses 
Field, Cunningham and Co 
Firstplan 
Forestry Commission, NWEC 
FR Monkhouse Ltd 
Framptons 
Frank R Marshall & Co 
Frederic Robinson & Co. 
Frederick Robinson Ltd 
Friends of Crookley Woods 
Friends of Heaton Moor Park 
Friends of the Earth 
Friends of the Earth Manchester 
Friends of the Vale 
Friends, Families and Travellers Planning 
Fuller Peiser 
Fusion On-Line Ltd 
G L Hearn Property Consultants 
Garner Town Planning 
Gateway Foodmarkets 
Gatley Health Centre, Neighbourhood 
Health Strategy Co-ordinator 
General Aviation Awareness Council 
Genrad Ltd 
Geography Dept 
Geoler, Suchland, Brierley 
George Wimpey Manchester Ltd 
Georgian Group 
Gerald Eve 
GL Hearn Ltd 
Gleeson Homes 
GMFRS 
GMGU (Urban Vision Partnership Ltd) 
Goldfinch (Projects) Ltd 
Gough Planning Services 
Gouldens Solicitors 
Government Office for the North West 
Graham Hitchen Associates 
Grand Central Ltd 
Great Moor Ladies Guild 
Greater Manchester Ambulance Service 
Greater Manchester Archaeological Unit 
Greater Manchester Council for Voluntary 
Services 
Greater Manchester County Fire and 
Rescue Service 
Greater Manchester Cycling Campaign 
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit 

Greater Manchester Fire and Rescue 
Service 
Greater Manchester Geological Unit 
Greater Manchester Joint Transport Team 
Greater Manchester Passenger Transport 
Executive 
Greater Manchester Pedestrians 
Association 
Greater Manchester Police 
Greater Manchester Transport Action 
Group 
Greater Manchester Transportation Unit 
Greater Manchester Waste Disposal 
Authority 
Grimley International Ltd 
Ground - Gas Solutions Limited 
GVA Grimley 
Gypsy Council for Health, Education and 
Welfare 
H & C Merchandising Equipment Ltd 
H J Banks & Company Ltd 
Halifax Building Society 
Hall Street/Lime Grove & District 
Community Association (Cheadle) 
Hallam Land Management Ltd 
Halliwells LLP 
Hammond Suddards 
Hardys and Hansons PLC 
Harlor Homes 
Harris Partnership 
Harrison Development Holdings Ltd 
Harrow Estates Ltd 
Hazel Grove Community Council 
Hazel Grove Golf Club 
Heald Green Ratepayers Association 
Heald Green Village Hall Community 
Association 
Heaton & Houldsworth Property Co Ltd 
Heaton Chapel Community Council 
Heaton Mersey Village Conservation 
Group 
Heaton Moor Conservation Area 
Resident's Group 
Help the Aged 
Henderson 
Hepher Dixon 
Hercules Unit Trust (now Morley Fund 
Managers Ltd) 
Hewitson Becke and Shaw 
Hewlett Packard Ltd 
High Lane Allotments Association 
High Lane Residents' Association 
High Peak Borough Council 
Higham & Co 
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Highways Agency 
Hillcrest Homes Ltd 
Hillgate & Nangreave Community Council 
HM Prison Service 
Home Builder's Federation 
Hourigan Connoly 
HOW Planning LLP 
Hulme Hall Grammar School Educational 
Trust 
Hyde Investments Ltd 
Ian Baseley Associates 
Ian Brown Consultancy 
ID4 Living (Seddon) 
IKEA Properties Investments Ltd 
Impey + Co Ltd 
Independent Insurance 
Indigo Planning Ltd 
Irish Travellers Movement in Britain 
Ironsides Lubricants Ltd 
Irwell Valley Housing 
J & J Design 
J C Cunnane Associates 
J R A Moorhouse Planning 
J Sainsbury Plc (Town Planning Dept) 
J10 Planning 
Jacobs Planning and Ecology 
JM Designs 
JMP Consultants Ltd 
John Rose Associates 
Johnnie Johnson Housing Assoc. 
Jones Homes, P E Jones Ltd 
Jones Lang LaSalle 
Kent Jones & Done 
Kenyon & Company 
King Sturge LLP 
Kirkland Developments Ltd 
Knight Frank LLP 
Lafarge Aggregates Ltd 
Lamba Trading Co 
Lambert Smith Hampton 
Land & Development Ltd 
Landmark Information Group Ltd 
Laundry & Hire Services 
Leemar Estates 
Lend Lease 
Lichfield Associates 
Lichfield Planning LLP 
Lifetrend Developments 
Linden Homes North West Ltd 
Lingard Styles Landscape Architects 
Lovell Johns (Cartographers) 
Lovell Partnership Ltd 
Lowthers 
Ludlam Associates 

Macclesfield Borough Council (now part of 
Cheshire East) 
Malbern 
Man Diesel Limited 
Manchester & Dist. Housing Group 
Manchester Airport Group 
Manchester Canoe Club 
Manchester City Council 
Manchester Rugby Club 
Manchester Wildlife 
Manor Kingdom 
Market-Underbanks Community Action 
Group 
Marks & Spencer 
Marple Business Forum 
Marple Civic Society 
Marple Community Council 
Marple Hall School 
Marple Liberal Democrats 
Marple Naturalists 
Mason Richards Landscape 
Matthews and Goodman 
Matthews Walker Architects 
McCarthy & Stone Developments Ltd 
McDermott Developments Ltd 
McDyre & Co, Town Planning Cons 
Meadow Mill Ltd 
Medlock and Tame Valley Conservation 
Assoc 
Mellor Society 
Merepark Developments Ltd 
Mersey Basin Campaign - Action Etherow 
+ Goyt 
MEV 
Michael Courcier & Partners 
MIDAS 
Miller Homes Ltd 
Mobile Operators Association 
Mono Consultants 
Morbaine Group Ltd 
Morley Fund Managers Ltd 
Morris Homes Ltd 
Mosaic Town Planning 
Mottram Estate Tenants Association 
Mottram St Andrew Parish Council 
Mouchel and Partners 
Mouchel Consulting 
Multi-Design & Co [Stockport & Tameside 
Society of Architects] 
N J L Consulting 
Nathaniel Lichfield & Ptnrs 
National & Provincial Bldg Society 
National Association of Health Workers 
with Travellers 
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National Association of Teachers of 
Travellers 
National Market Traders Federation 
National Offender Management Service 
National Playing Fields Association 
National Travellers Action Group 
National Trust Lyme Park 
Nationwide Building Society (Est Dept) 
Natural England 
Neighbourhood Health Strategy Co-
ordinators 
Nemarch Group 
Netherton Estates Ltd 
Network Rail 
New Mills Town Council 
NFU NW Region 
NHS Stockport 
NHS Supplies NW 
NJL Consulting 
Norbury Cricket Club 
Norbury Development Trust 
Norbury Parish Church Parochial Church 
Council 
Norbury Parish Church Sportsfield 
Committee 
North Cheshire Housing Assoc. 
North West Regional Assembly 
North West Transport Roundtable 
Northern Counties Housing Association 
NW Regional Development Agency 
Notcutts Ltd 
NW Transport Roundtable 
NWW 
NXP Semiconductors Ltd 
O2 PLC 
Offerton Community Council 
Offerton High School 
Offerton Park Parish Council 
Offerton Sand and Gravel 
Oldham MBC Regeneration Department 
Oldhams Pet & Garden Supplies 
Open Space Society 
Orange 
Orbit Investments (Properties) Ltd 
PAC International Ltd 
Paul Butler Associates 
PB Investments 
Peacock and Smith 
Peak and Northern Footpaths Society 
Peak District National Park Authority  
Peakmount Properties 
Pedal Pushers Sheffield Cycle Campaign  
Peel Holdings Limited 
Pennine Services 

Pentith Associates 
Persimmon Homes NW 
Peter Duckworth Tyres Ltd 
Peter Higham & Co 
Peter Rickson & Partners 
Philip Electronics UK Ltd 
Plan:8 Town Planning Ltd 
Planning Aid 
Planning and Land Economics 
Planning Bureau 
Plot of Gold Ltd 
Poynton Town Council 
Poynton Parish Council 
Prestbury Parish Council 
Preston Board and Packaging 
Q Developments 
Quorum Estates Ltd 
Railtrack Plc 
Ramblers’ Association (Manchester & 
High Peak Area) 
Rapleys LLP 
Reddish Angling Club 
Reddish Vale School 
RedRed 
Redrow Homes (North West) Limited 
Regen & Leisure, SMBC 
Renold Chains Ltd 
Residential Landlords Association 
RF & HE Hinchliffe 
Rider Hunt Management Services 
Rigsby Golding & Co 
Rishworth Design Associates 
RJS Architecture 
RMC Estates and Development 
Robert Turley Associates Ltd 
Roberts and Roberts 
Rochdale MBC (Planning and Regulation 
Services) 
Roger Hannah 
Roland Bardsley (Builders) Ltd 
Romiley & Woodley Community Council 
Romiley Golf Club 
Romiley Young Farmers 
Rotary Club of Stockport 
Rowlinson Construction Ltd 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
Royal Estates 
Royal Mail Group Property 
Royal Schools for the Deaf & 
Communication Disorders 
RPS 
RSPB Stockport Members Group 
Russell Homes (UK) Ltd 
Safestore Ltd 
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Sainsbury's Supermarkets Ltd 
Sanderson 
Satnam Investments Limited 
Satnam Planning Services Ltd 
Saunder Partnership 
Savills 
SCRAM (Sports Cttees & Residents 
Against Mirrlees) 
Showmen's Guild of Great Britain, 
Northern Section 
Signs and Labels Ltd 
Simon Carves Ltd 
Sinergy Limited 
Slimtru Ltd 
SMAGA 
Somerfield Stores Ltd 
South Pennine Integrated Transport 
Strategy 
SPAB 
Spatial Planning 
SPD Savilles 
Sport England North West 
Sports Volunteering North West Ltd 
SSR Consultants 
St James Catholic High School 
St Matthews Vicarage 
St. Joseph's Primary School 
St. Thomas' Recory 
Stagecoach 
Starkey Laboratories Ltd 
Steer Ethelston Rural Ltd 
Stewart Milne Homes 
Stewart Ross Associates 
Stockport Active Retirement Group 
Stockport Angling Association 
Stockport Birdwatching Soc. 
Stockport Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry 
Stockport Civic Society 
Stockport College 
Stockport Community Cycling Club 
Stockport Conservation Volunteers 
Stockport Council Employees Group for 
Black & Ethnic Minorities 
Stockport Council Employees Group for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 
Stockport County Anglers Association 
Stockport CPRE 
Stockport Early Years and Childcare 
Partnership 
Stockport East Area Bridleways 
Association 
Stockport Friends of the Earth 
Stockport Green Party 

Stockport Greenpeace 
Stockport Heritage Trust 
Stockport Historical Society 
Stockport Local Strategic Partnership 
Stockport Metropolitan Allotment Garden 
Association (SMAGA) 
Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 
Stockport Nature Network 
Stockport Playing Fields Society 
Stockport Primary Care NHS Trust 
Stockport Ramblers 
Stockport Rugby Union Football Club 
Stockport Trades Council 
Stockport Walkers 
storeys:ssp 
Strutt and Parker 
Suchland 
Sunway UK Ltd 
Tame Valley defence Group 
Tameside Metropolitan Council 
Targetfollow Group Ltd 
Taylor Wimpey UK Limited 
Taylor Young Ltd 
Telereal Trillium 
Terence O'Rourke Plc 
Tesco Stores Ltd 
The Casey Group 
The Coal Authority 
The Co-Operative Bank plc 
The Co-operative Estates 
The Emerson Group 
The Gypsy Council 
The Lawn Tennis Association 
The Muller Property Group 
The Planning Inspectorate 
The Riverside Group 
The RSPB 
The Theatres Trust 
The Woodland Trust 
Thompson Marconi Sonar Ltd 
Thornfield Properties PLC 
T-Mobile 
Toft Homes 
Top Crescent Residents Association 
Tow Path Action Group 
Town & Country Developments 
Towpath Action Group 
Trafford MBC 
Trans Pennine Trail Project 
Tribal MJP 
Triden LDS Ltd 
Trustees of the Woodlands Meeting Room 
Trust 
Tung Sing Orient Housing 
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Turley Associates 
United Biscuits (UK) Ltd 
United Utilities 
Urbanize Homes 
Victorian Society 
Village Business and Traders Association 
Viridor 
Viridor Waste Management 
Vodafone Ltd 
W G West Trustees 
W M Morrisons Supermarkets Plc 
Wain Homes 
Walthew House 
Walton & Co 
Ward Hadaway Solicitors 
Wardell Armstrong 
Waterside Leisure (Manchester) 
Weatherall Green and Smith 
West Cheadle Residents Association 
West Heaton Bowling, Tennis & Squash 
Club 
Wienerberger Ltd 
Wigan Council Planning & Development 
Dept. 
Wiggets Construction 
Wildfowl And Wetland Trust 
Willan Homes 
William Robinson & Sons 
Wm Garners Farms Ltd 
Woodbine Crescent Residents 
Association 
Woodford Action Group 
Woodford Community Council 
Woodland Trust 
Woodlands Meeting Room Trust 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
WRVS Friendship Club 
Wyevale Garden Centres Plc 
X-Press Legal Services 



 

Core Strategy DPD:  
Annexes to Sustainability Appraisal Report 
 
 

Annex 3 
Sustainability Appraisal  

Framework Findings 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



SD Issue CAT
Objective Decision Making Criteria Score: 

++ ; + ; \ ; - ; -- ; ?; NA
Justification

Will it improve human health? ++ Main aim of the Strategy is to tackle inequalities including health inequalities
Will it reduce death rates? + Potential for Strategy to achieve this aim through improving health

Will it reduce and/or manage limiting long term illnesses? + Through making services readily accessible and supporting Lifetime Homes provision
Will it reduce smoking, alcohol use and obesity? \ Capacity to support reduction of such, particularly obesity through tackling obesogenic environments and controlling location of fast 

food, little impact on alcohol and smoking likely but not a remit of spatial planning directly

Will it reduce accidents? + Reducing car use and promoting design standards which consider secure design will assist to achieve this, cycle infrastructure 
should take account of pedestrians and vice versa

Will it foster a healthy environment for residents at work and at rest? + Aim of policies is to tackle inequalities which includes improving health of residents through provision of healthy environments and 
travel options

Will it reduce health inequalities? ++ One of the main aims of the Strategy is to tackle inequalities including health inequalities
Will it reduce poverty? ++

Through targeting policies at Neighbourhood Renewal target areas

Will it help to create a cohesive community? +
Mix of housing, accessible appropriate employment sites and provision of open space, whilst tackling accessibility of all services etc 
should contribute to achieve social equity contributing to cohesion

Will it protect and improve existing community services and facilities? ++ One of the main aims of the Strategy is to tackle this agenda through management of existing spatial hierarchies
Will it offer opportunities for residents to interact? + Promotion of accessible amenity and public realm space, as well as safe and secure sustainable transport options with design 

standards which promote open and trusting neighbourhoods should support this
Will it ensure access to an affordable & decent home? ++ Housing policies in the Strategy promote delivery of Decent and Affordable Housing

Will it improve access to employment, particularly for low income families? + Main aim of economy policies is to ensure access to employment, there is a specific policy targeting 'education, skills & training' for 
improvement of local residents skills, however some out of centre sites could promote and require private car use, if capacity for 
other forms of transport are not delivered.  This could preclude those who do not own a car from accessing work in these areas.

Will it encourage independent living? + Accessible support services and appropriate housing for older people and people with a disability, including Lifetime Homes design 
standard (if delivered), should enable more independent living

Will it improve access to health & welfare services and information? ++ Provision of accessible services are key to the Strategy
Will it ensure access as determined by Disability Discrimination Legislation? ++ Aim of policies supported by Building regulations

Will it encourage healthy lifestyles, including sustainable transport options? + Policies aim to support healthy lifestyles and sustainable transport modes; Green Infrastructure is highlighted as a strategic issue, 
however some policies on out of centre employment and retail/leisure sites and new road provision could promote car use.  Cycle 
commuting unlikely to grow unless full compliment of cycling infrastructure is available - i.e. cycle parking, showering, clothes 
drying & storage (which are promoted through environmental design standards).  Uptake of some public transport options might be 
reliant on ancillary cycle infrastructure as outlined, since cycling could form part of the journey.

Will it improve and increase access to leisure, physical activity & sport, cultural and arts facilities? ++ Access to Services policies specifically aim to do so

Will it maintain and where possible increase the area and quality of green belt and green chain in Stockport? ++ SIE policies aim to do so
Will it improve access to wildlife, wildlife sites and local green space? \ Mapping of accessibility to these sites has not yet been undertaken, however the policies aim to protect and enhance wildlife sites 

which could include accessibility
Will it ensure access to local shops with supplies of locally and/or organically sourced healthy food? + Promotes access to local shops and healthy food options, however a spatial policy alone cannot dictate quality or source of 

comestibles

Will it maintain or improve access to and provision of allotments? ++ Core Policy CS 5 speaks to appropriate provision required in terms of healthy eating
Will it help to create communities where people feel safe? + Promotion of design standards supports delivery of open and active neighbourhoods which create feelings of security and promote 

'friendly eyes in the street' approach
Will it promote design that discourages crime / anti-social behaviour? ++ Design standards promote approach of open design and using natural biodiversity benefits such as thorny hedges etc in terms of 

security fencing etc
Will it promote a safe public transport system? + Transport policies could reflect design standard approach which promotes design of safe transport interchanges etc, meanwhile 

increased usage of public transport may contribute to safer public transport, however elements of achieving this lie outside spatial 
planning policy ability to deliver.

Will it promote safe cycling and pedestrian routes? ++
Policies seek to deliver safe and secure cycling and pedestrian networks

Will it promote opportunities for reducing re-offending rates? + Tackling economic sustainability, provision of affordable housing, accessible employment with associated training policy and 
accessible service sites should contribute to lowering re-offending rates

Will it promote use of standards such as C4SH & BREEAM? ++ Promoted through the Overarching Principles and reinforced in most of the policy areas

Will it promote provision of appropriate housing dwelling mix and tenure? ++ Whole policy dedicated to appropriate housing mix delivery based on robust evidence to inform the need

Will it respect, protect and enhance existing sites, areas and settings of historical, archaeological, architectural or 
cultural interest?

++ Design standards promote.  Specific policies on quality places and cultural as well as heritage sites, including mention of Mills re-
use within Safeguarding & Improving the Environment policies. Housing policies also address re-use of Mills.

Will it encourage the use of sustainable transport options and reduce congestion? ++ Policies address accessibility throughout the strategy, with specific transport policies on sustainable transport modes and 
congestion - cycle commuting could be more strongly encouraged, reflecting Stockport Healthy Weight Strategy recommendations.

Will it encourage the use of innovative design including ideas such as passive solar, green roofs or creative use of 
space?

++ Specific policies promote this approach within Overarching Principles and Safeguard & Improve the Environment

Will infrastructure be designed to promote development of such places, spaces and buildings? ++ Specific Infrastructure Plan, with reflection of infrastructure issues within each policy topic, all of which address the range of 
Infrastructure issues

Will it promote the sensitive re-use of historic or culturally important buildings where appropriate? ++ Design standards approach and specific policies promote this
Will it conserve and enhance local landscape character? + Landscape Character Assessment reflected in policies, however further designation work would inform planning decisions
Will it protect and enhance the uniqueness of places and spaces? ++ Quality places policy

Will it ensure local environmental quality is maintained and/or improved? ++ Quality places policy promotes cleaner, greener, safer, stronger agenda
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Create places, spaces and buildings that work well, wear well 
and look well
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Achieve a safe and just community

enhance rural and urban local character and protect local 
distinctiveness

Protect and enhance human health

redress inequalities related to age, gender, race, disability, 
faith, deprivation, locality

improve equitable access to a healthier, happier and more 
sustainable lifestyle



SD Issue CAT
Objective Decision Making Criteria Score: 

++ ; + ; \ ; - ; -- ; ?; NA
Justification

Will it avoid damage to nationally and locally designated sites of nature conservation or geological interest? ++ Specific SIE policies which aim to achieve this

Will it create any new wildlife sites? ++ Creation of new nature conservation areas is encouraged as well as general natural environmental enhancement (including creation 
of new sites) for all development

Will it help protect any species at risk? ++ SIE policies and encouragement of design standards approach will assist with this
Will it minimise fragmentation of habitats? + Aim of policies is to support reconnection of habitats and migration routes, however a clearer statement of Green Infrastructure's 

role in this would benefit the policies
Will it ensure protection against climate change impacts? ++ Specific policies on climate change

Will it enhance biodiversity? ++ Core Policy CS7 Safeguarding & Improving the Environment has section on Biodiversity - design standards promote this approach 
too

Will it maintain and improve the quality of ground and surface waters? ++ DM Policy SIE 3 specifically references water quality protection - management of flood risk promoted too

Will it ensure sustainable management of water courses? ++ Core Policy CS7 Safeguarding & Improving the Environment has section on Rivers
Will it protect soil resources? + DM Policy SIE 3 specifically references land management - management of flood risk promoted too
Will it protect agricultural land? + Development phasing and locations are specified which include protection of open and green space as well as Green Belt which 

incorporates agricultural land
Will it protect and enhance the natural environment resource of Stockport Borough? ++ Specific policies in Safeguard & Improving the Environment to do so, promotion of design standards also assists
Will it ensure sustainable management of our mineral resource? ++ Specific policies address this and link to the Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan Document
Will it reduce contamination and pollution of land? ++ Specific policies on controlling pollution in SIE 3 and 4
Will it reduce pollution of water systems? ++ as above
Will it help maintain and improve local air quality? ++ as above

Will it minimise the environmental impact of travel (e.g. noise, air pollution, congestion) ++ Specific transport policies tackle air quality and emissions as well as congestion
Will it minimise or promote alternatives to the use of fossil fuels? ++ Climate change and environment policies promote this approach, reflected in other policy areas

Will it help to minimise carbon emissions? ++ Climate change, transport and environment policies promote this approach, reflected in other policy areas
Will it minimise excessive noise? ++ Specific noise management policies
Will it encourage water efficiency, including recycling and re-use, through efficient building design and construction 
(including promotion of SUDS)?

++ Specific policies promote SUDS, including through design standard approach

Will it minimise risk to people, property and ecosystems from flooding? ++ Flood management policies in SIE 3

Will it encourage energy efficient buildings and the efficient use of energy? ++ Climate change and environment policies promote this approach, reflected in other policy areas

Will it encourage low carbon technologies? ++ Climate change and environment policies promote this approach, reflected in other policy areas
Will it reduce Urban Heat Island effects? ++ Climate change and environment policies promote this approach, reflected in other policy areas
Will it encourage use of non-hard surfaces and reduce loss of permeable surfaces? ++ Permeable surfaces specifically promoted in SIE Core Policy and Quality Places policy
Will it encourage the use of innovative design (e.g. passive solar or green roofs)? ++ Climate change and environment policies promote this approach, reflected in other policy areas
Will it reduce the need to travel? + Transport policies and accessibility promotion in all policy areas, including design standard approach, secure this.  However some 

out of centre sites could promote car travel.
Will it facilitate reduction of the distances needed to travel? + Transport policies and accessibility promotion in all policy areas, including design standard approach, secure this.  However some 

out of centre sites could promote car travel.
Will it help to reduce the reliance on the private car? \ Specific transport policies tackle reducing reliance on private car supported by promotion of accessible sites using sustainable 

transport options - however some out of centre sites could promote reliance on car.
Will it promote sustainable transport options using safety conscious design? ++

Secure sustainable modes are promoted

Will it help reduce traffic congestion? + Overall aim of the transport policies and accessibility approach across the Strategy - concerns around the SEMMMS delivery 
relocating congestion rather than relieving it.  Out of town sites could promote use of private car and thereby contribute to 
congestion.

Will it ensure adequate provision of facilities for cyclists and pedestrians? + The majority of policies promote accessibility for cyclists and pedestrians, and cycle networks are promoted.  The design standards 
approach should help to establish the ancillary infrastructure in terms of appropriate cycle parking, showering as well as clothes 
drying and storage facilities which are critical to ensure cycling is taken up, not only as a recreational option.  However cycle 
commuting is not dealt with specifically in either the economic or transport policies, with a lack of co-ordination of all the aspects of 
policy delivery required to encourage this approach.  Green Infrastructure approaches could also help to facilitate further 
improvement to cycling networks.

Will it improve public transport provision? ++ Main aim of policies including SEMMMS Strategy

Will it facilitate prevention, re-use and recycling of waste? ++ Specific waste policies aim to achieve this in tandem with Greater Manchester Joint Waste Development Plan Document

Will it facilitate community waste management schemes? + Scope for policies to enable this approach

Will it encourage appropriate design to facilitate Sustainable Waste Management by local agencies? + Scope for policies to enable this approach
Will it encourage Site Waste Management Plans? ++ Design criteria promote this approach
Will it promote sustainable consumption and production? + Design criteria promote this approach alongside other policies which promote sustainable living
Will it encourage the disposal of waste as close to point of origin as possible? + Design criteria promote this approach
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Minimise waste, re-use or recover through increased recycling 
and/or composting

Reduce emissions

Minimise car use & encourage walking & cycling

Mitigate and adapt to climate change

Conserve & protect natural resources
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SD Issue CAT
Objective Decision Making Criteria Score: 

++ ; + ; \ ; - ; -- ; ?; NA
Justification

Will it facilitate an increase in sustainable employment? ++ Specific aims of Strategy is facilitate a sustainable economy, with sustainable employment levels

Will it reduce unemployment, underemployment & worklessness? ++ Specific aim of Accommodating Economic Development policies is to provide employment facilities to enable access to work

Will it improve access to employment opportunities? + Key aim of AED policies to ensure accessible appropriate employment sites

Will it improve access to sustainable transport, particularly for commuting? \ Accessible employment locations and sustainable transport policies are key to the strategy; however some out of centre sites could 
prove problematic to access via sustainable modes and for non-car owning residents

Will it promote creation of a healthier working environment and workforce? + Accessible employment locations via sustainable commuting modes offer opportunities to improve health of workers; 
encouragement of design standards will deliver healthy employment sites and therefore workers.  Strategic support of cycle 
commuting in economic and transport policies would strengthen policy performance.

Will it improve sustainable access to education and training? ++ Accessible training and skills improvement are key to the AED and Access to Services, as well as Transport policies
Will it improve the level of investment in community services and infrastructure? + Infrastructure planning delivery issues including investment are being considered as part of Infrastructure Plan - not necessarily 

delivering improvement but does rationalise impacts etc
Will it facilitate a low carbon economy? ++ Low carbon economy facilitated through requirements of low carbon design approach and specifically reflected in economic and 

climate change policy areas
Will it facilitate businesses to take up ICT options before travel options? + Design standards promote this approach

Will it support home working? + Design standards promote this approach

Will it assist organisations to implement green travel plans? ++ Policies and design standards promote the uptake of travel planning.  Travel plan uptake is a monitoring indicator for policy 
performance

Will it encourage businesses to invest in sustainable practices including improving efficiencies? \ Sustainably designed developments and transport infrastructure support this approach

Will it encourage development which ensures businesses can operate more sustainably? + Sustainably designed developments and transport infrastructure support this approach

Will it offer opportunities for employees to engage in sustainable commuting and travel for work? + Main aims of Strategy is to promote this approach, however out of centre sites could contribute to continued car use and prevent 
non-car owning residents accessing work via sustainable modes.  Strategic support of cycle commuting in economic and transport 
policies would strengthen policy performance.

Will it encourage the provision of education & training facilities which promote the ideals of sustainable development? + Sustainably designed venues can further support this approach

Will it offer the opportunity to improve the skills of employers and employees in sustainable business practices? + Sustainably designed venues can further support this approach
Will it support sustainable business development? + Policies support a sustainable local economy which will facilitate this

Will it assist with business retention where appropriate? ++ Policies support a sustainable local economy which will facilitate this

Will it encourage the development of social enterprise? \ No specific support in policies for social enterprise, however achievement of accessibility aims and flexible working space could 
support this

Will it support small & medium business development? + Sustainable design standards promote flexible employment space design which can support this agenda, together with accessible 
employment sites and a sustainable local economy

Will it encourage innovation in existing business and new business development? + Low carbon policies and design standards approach can facilitate this
Will it encourage development of businesses serving a sustainable lifestyle? \ Not specifically but indirectly through enabling sustainable activity in lifestyles and therefore offering opportunities for appropriate 

businesses to develop
Will it increase access to facilities and services which offer opportunities for a more sustainable lifestyle? + A sustainably planned and developed Borough helps to facilitate sustainable lifestyles across all activity in terms of access and 

encouraging local services and businesses in this sector
Will it facilitate an increase in the number of businesses working in the sustainability field? + Range of policies promote a more appropriate sustainable approach to development, offering sustainable economy opportunities for 

a range of existing and new businesses in Stockport
Will it promote local sustainable tourism (e.g. EcoHotels, Farm B&B)? + Tourism policies do not specifically reference sustainable tourism, however policies consider sustainable access to tourism sites 

and potential for tourism to contribute to rural and district centre economies as well as the town centre
Will it contribute to the vitality and viability of an existing centre, including sub-urban economic sectors? ++ Main aims of Strategy and policies
Will it encourage the diversification of employment in the Borough? ++ AED policies promote economic diversity where appropriate including burgeoning low carbon economy
Will it foster the establishment of local businesses with skills to further enhance a sustainable Stockport? + potential indirectly through promotion of sustainable design approach
Will it increase businesses set up by Female / Younger and Older / BME / Disabled Business People + Flexible and accessible work venues resulting from sustainable design standards will offer all sectors of business better 

opportunities to operate, including those mentioned here

Deliver a spread of business types by sector & geography

Encourage innovation and new business development 
particularly in the sustainability sector

Improve the options to achieve satisfying and rewarding work 
and reduce unemployment
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Invest in people, equipment, infrastructure and other assets

Assist and encourage sustainable business practices 
including creating future sustainable citizens

Support sustainable local business start up and retention
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