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1Introduction 

1 Introduction 

Authorship 

This document has been written by a team of experts across the Council and with commentary and input from both the Greater Manchester 
Ecological Unit and Natural England. The Council employees responsible for writing this document are detailed below, showing their qualification 
and experience to inform the origin of this document. 

Main Author: Angie Jukes MSc, BSc, is the Health and Environment Advisor (Planning) to the Planning departments at Stockport Council. This 
is a non-planner role co-funded by NHS Stockport and the Council to facilitate appraisal and advice on health and environmental issues, delivering 
sustainability in planning policy.  Based within the Planning Policy Team the Health & Environment Advisor assists with policy development 
through delivery of the various aspects of sustainability appraisal, alongside the emerging policy.  Angie has both a BSc and an MSc in environmental 
subjects, with 10 years experience working across sustainable development sectors including energy, health, sustainability appraisal, sustainable 
design and construction as well as policy. 

Associate Author: Emma Wilson BSc, MSc, Emma works as the Nature Development Officer within the Parks, Sport and Recreation Service of 
Stockport Council.  She has worked in this role since 2007 and her duties include development of Local Nature Reserves, providing management 
advice for Sites of Biological Importance, and also advising the planning department on the impact of developments on protected species and 
habitats.  Emma has a BSc in Ecology from Lancaster University and an MSc in Applied Ecology and Conservation from the University of East 
Anglia. 

Advisory Role: Henry Campbell-Ricketts, MIEEM, Technical & Consultancy Services Manager at Stockport Council, is responsible for the provision 
of ecology, woodland management and countryside management within Stockport Council. Henry has 16 years’ professional experience in this 
field, originally as a practitioner and now in a managerial capacity. His specialisms include the restoration of degraded upland and woodland 
ecosystems 
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2Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 

2 Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 

Requirements & Methodology 

Requirements of Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 

In order to implement articles 6 (3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive via the use of the UK Conservation (Habitats &c.) (Amendment) (England) 
Regulations 2000(1), a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) must now be prepared for land use planning documents within the UK.The initial 
action requires preparation of a screening report to determine the potential impacts of an individual development or strategic level plan on 
European sites (termed ‘Sites’ hereafter). Sites for consideration include Ramsar sites, Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection 
Areas (SPA) as well as any proposed, potential or candidate Sites. These sites form a network which is termed Natura 2000. 

This Screening Report has been produced to determine whether the Core Strategy for Stockport(2) is likely to have a significant impact on any 
Sites and therefore require a full Appropriate Assessment (AA). For clarity it should be stated that the policy document itself is being assessed 
and not the potential development sites.  Stockport’s Core Strategy covers the whole of the Borough of Stockport. None of the site designations 
mentioned above lie within the Borough and there is no direct connection with the management of any of the Sites listed nor is the plan necessary 
to their management - see Figure 1. 

Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Methodology 

The following stages are encompassed in this Screening Report drawn from European, National and other guidance documentation: 

Describe the plan, its purpose and objectives including its geographic coverage and timescales 
Describe any other Plans and Projects which might, in conjunction with the Core Strategy, have a significant impact on the Sites. 
Describe the European Sites for consideration including conservation objectives and environmental factors. 
Describe potential significant effects of Core Strategy alone and in conjunction with other plans on the Sites identified 
Screening and Conclusions. 

In table format Section 5 of this report describes the sites, and Section 6 details potential significant effects of the Core Strategy. 

Section 7 lays out in table structure the potential significant effects of other plans and projects in conjunction with the Core Strategy. 

1 http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-1379#1840 
2 http://stockport.limehouse.co.uk/portal/pp/ldfcs 

http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-1379#1840
http://stockport.limehouse.co.uk/portal/pp/ldfcs
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Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 2 

Process Stages 

The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) process has taken place alongside the development of the emerging Core Strategy and its associated 
forms of appraisal, including Sustainability Appraisal, Strategic Environmental Assessment, Equalities Impact Assessment, Health Impact 
Assessment, Rural and Age Proofing.  In late 2008 a draft Screening Report was prepared by the Health and Environment Advisor (Planning) 
role within the Planning Policy Team, working with policy writers to assess impacts, during the sustainability re-appraisal of the Issues & Options 
stage of the emerging Core Strategy.  An early draft was circulated to expert colleagues within the Council in terms of ecology and nature, for 
their input, as well as the Greater Manchester Ecology Unit.  Stockport Council's Nature Development Officer in particular commented in detail 
from a knowledge base of local ecology in Stockport. 

That early draft was circulated to policy writers to inform policy design, and to gain further input from the policy experts in terms of issues and 
significant effects.  A final draft was revised and completed during December 2008 and submitted to Natural England for comment. 

The comments made by Natural England and other colleagues have been reflected and incorporated in this further version of the Screening 
Report, accompanying the Core Strategy.  In addition, statutory public consultation comments on the Core Strategy and this document have 
been considered, informing the decision on whether or not further stages of Appropriate Assessment are required. 

Below is a table of activity to summarise actions: 

Habitats Regulations AssessmentSustainability AppraisalCore Strategy Stage 

Preparation of and consultation on Issues 
& Options Stage of emerging Core 
Strategy (2007) 

Consideration of emerging Preferred 
Option(s) (2008) 

Development of objectives and policy 
directions for emerging Preferred Options 
Core Strategy reflecting emerging 
evidence base (2008-2009) 

Initial Sustainability Appraisal of Core Strategy 2007 

Re-appraisal of Issues & Options reflecting 
consultation comments and review of Sustainability 
Appraisal Framework (SAF) (2008) 

Ongoing appraisal of emerging objectives and 
policies using North West Integrated Appraisal 
Toolkit, revised SAF, Equalities Impact Assessment 
techniques, Health Impact Assessment Techniques, 
Rural Proofing and Age Proofing Tools (2008-2009) 

Findings inform early concepts of HRA 

Early draft of HRA Screening Report 
developed and informally commented upon 
Autumn 2008 

First Draft of HRA Screening Report submitted 
to NE for comment (December 2008) 

Redraft of HRA Screening Report reflecting 
comments (Summer / Autumn 2009) 
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Habitats Regulations AssessmentSustainability AppraisalCore Strategy Stage 

Re-drafted HRA Screening Report submitted 
for consultation Autumn 2009 

Sustainability Appraisal and other forms of Appraisal 
Consultation Documents accompany Core Strategy 
Consultation Autumn 2009 

Consultation version of Preferred Options 
delivered Autumn 2009 

Consideration of HRA Screening findings and 
commentary informs decision on requirement 
of Appropriate Assessment (Spring 2010) 

Accompanying Sustainability Appraisal Report and 
associated mandatory and non-mandatory reports 
(Spring 2010) 

Final publication Core Strategy version 
completed Spring 2010 

2Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 

Table 1 Process Timetable 

European Sites 

Since there are no Sites within the boundary of Stockport Borough, in line with guidance issued by the European Union and further input from 
Natural England, the method was selected of drawing a 15km precautionary buffer zone around the borough to identify potentially affected Sites. 

There are only five Sites within a 15km buffer zone of the area. In addition to these and in line with earlier guidance from Natural England on 
earlier HRA scoping activity, for the sake of completeness a further three Sites have been added which are on the Mersey estuary, since the 
Mersey flows through the Borough at its early stages.Two further potential sites have also been added in light of recent draft Habitats Regulations 
Assessment documentation on the Greater Manchester Waste Development Plan Document(3).The ten European sites for consideration therefore 
include: 

South Pennine Moors (SAC, SPA);
 
Rochdale Canal (SAC);
 
Peak District Moors & Dales (SPA/SAC);
 
Rostherne Mere (Ramsar); and
 
Midland Meres and Mosses (Ramsar)
 
Rixton Clay Pits (SAC)
 
Manchester Mosses (SAC), and
 
Mersey Estuary (SPA, Ramsar)
 

http://www.gmwastedpd.co.uk/coredocs.html 3 

http://www.gmwastedpd.co.uk/coredocs.html
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Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 2 

Liverpool Bay (pSPA) 
Mersey Narrows & North Wirral Foreshore (pSPA /pRamsar Site) 

Figure 1 outlines the sites and their location in relation to Stockport. 
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2Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 

Figure 1 European Sites and Stockport 
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Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 2 

Pathways 

Traditional pathways considered in HRA assessment include air, water and any transportation medium such as birds or mammals (including 
humans). Soil movement and the general disturbance of sites, through noise, pollution or increased visitor numbers are also considered pathways. 
For example the Greater Manchester Waste DPD HRA Screening Report(4) identified that the predominant wind direction over Greater Manchester 
is from the south and west which highlights a potential pathway. 

It should be noted that hydrological links can include the draw down of water from a river basin by new development, as well as the pathways of 
drainage and sewerage from sites to water courses.  Air pollution includes not only standard emissions from industry and transport, but issues 
such as carbon emissions which contribute to global climate change, which then is reflected locally in micro climate impacts such as localised 
severe weather events.  Commuting routes to and from Stockport do not just include the major motorway arteries but also local roads, railway 
links, bus routes and cycle as well as pedestrian facilities. 

The selected sites were chosen with these pathways in mind and whilst considering the emerging policy topics and objectives highlighted in the 
Core Strategy. Below is a table of the sites and the identified potential pathways in light of emerging policy topics listed below: 

Overarching Principles: Sustainable Development - Addressing Inequalities and Climate Change 
Providing A Decent Home for Everyone
 
Access to Services
 
Accommodating Economic Development 
Safeguarding and Improving the Borough's Environment 
Transport 

Potential Pathways European Sites 

South Pennine Moors SAC & SPA Hydrological links to Stockport; air mass movement; commuters; visitors from Stockport; proximity 
means new species migration is possible 

Rochdale Canal SAC Hydrological links to Stockport; commuters; visitors from Stockport; proximity means new species 
migration is possible 

http://www.gmwastedpd.co.uk/coredocs.html 4 

http://www.gmwastedpd.co.uk/coredocs.html
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Potential Pathways European Sites 

2Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 

Peak District Moors SPA & Dales SAC Hydrological links to Stockport (River Goyt especially); air mass movement; commuters and 
visitors from Stockport; proximity means new species migration is possible 

Rostherne Mere Ramsar	 Hydrological links to Greater Manchester; air mass movement including Manchester Airport flight 
traffic; commuters and travellers to Manchester Airport; visitors from Stockport; proximity means 
new species migration is possible 

Hydrological links to Stockport; commuters; visitors from Stockport; Manchester Airport traffic 
(some from Stockport); proximity means new species migration is possible 

Midland Meres and Mosses Ramsar 

Rixton Clay Pits SAC	 Hydrological links to Greater Manchester; commuters; visitors from Stockport; 

Hydrological links to Greater Manchester; commuters; visitors from Stockport; Manchester Mosses SAC	 

Mersey Estuary SAC & Ramsar Mersey River flows through Stockport on to the Estuary*; riverine species impacts could occur; 
potential visitors from Stockport; commuters 

Mersey River flows through Stockport on to the Estuary*; riverine species impacts could occur; 
potential visitors from Stockport; commuters 

Liverpool Bay pSPA 

Mersey River flows through Stockport on to the Estuary*; riverine species impacts could occur; 
potential visitors from Stockport; commuters 

Mersey Narrows & North Wirral Foreshore 
pSPA & pRamsar 

Table 2 Pathway Considerations for European Sites 

* It should be noted that the Manchester Ship Canal merges with the Mersey River downstream of Stockport on its way to the estuary, which 
could potentially mask any benefits of good water management in Stockport, as well as exacerbating potential impacts. 

The Core Strategy has limited capacity to address some of these pathways, as it does not directly determine management or development of 
some infrastructure, particularly outside of Stockport's own geographical boundaries.  However consideration of Stockport's Core Strategy in 
conjunction with documents which do have influence on such pathways is reflected in the findings of this report. 
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Habitats Regulations Assessment / Appropriate Assessment 2 

Precautionary Principle 

The Precautionary Principle should be applied in assessment of environmental impacts.  It emerged from the Rio Declaration on Environment 
and Development in 1992(5), aiming to respect the interests of all and protect the integrity of the global environmental and developmental system. 

Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development states that in order to protect the environment, the precautionary principle 
shall be widely applied by States according to their capabilities. Where there are threats of serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific 
certainty shall not be used as a reason for postponing cost-effective measures to prevent environmental degradation. 

The HRA Screening Report has been undertaken applying this approach. 

http://www.unep.org/Documents.multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=78&ArticleID=1163 5 

http://www.unep.org/Documents.multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=78&ArticleID=1163
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3Core Strategy 

3 Core Strategy 

Describing the Core Strategy 

The following sections are taken from the finalised Core Strategy DPD, updating the original Screening Report information from 2008 and 2009. 

Stockport - the Spatial Vision 

"Stockport in 2026 will offer more opportunities for residents to achieve healthy and sustainable lifestyles through delivery of development that 
is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable. With particular focus upon the Borough's Neighbourhood Renewal Priority Areas, 
development planning will have achieved an improvement in the wellbeing of all by establishing the spatial infrastructure to achieve more mixed 
communities and to allow community programmes and projects to be delivered effectively, as well as enabling residents to make the most of 
employment opportunities. There will be a specific focus on Stockport Central Area so as to provide new and particular opportunities to meet 
the Borough's housing, employment and service needs and to achieve a revitalised, major centre within Greater Manchester. 

Stockport, within the limits of its environmental capacity, will have maximised its contribution to the economy of the sub-region, building upon its 
excellent locational advantages through improvements to its transport links to the Regional Centre and Manchester Airport, in order to ensure 
that the borough plays a full and complementary role in the economic growth of Greater Manchester.  Businesses will be sustained within a low 
carbon economy which offers opportunities for innovation. There will be greater employment prospects available in accessible locations, particularly 
where jobs are needed, reducing poverty across targeted areas. Office Development will be concentrated in Stockport Town Centre's mixed use 
areas, the M60 Gateway and in or adjacent to District Centres, in particular Bramhall, Cheadle, Cheadle Hulme and Hazel Grove. 

Sufficient additional housing will have been provided in locations accessible to jobs and services by sustainable modes of travel to ensure that 
all Stopfordians, including the young and elderly, have access to the type of housing they need in an area in which they wish to live. The Central 
Area of the borough will be a particular focus of new housing development reflecting the regeneration opportunities and benefits this will bring 
and its sustainable connectivity to jobs and services in the Town Centre and the Regional Centre. The borough will have retained a good stock 
of quality family housing in order to assist delivery of economic outcomes. 

Stockport will have increased its levels of affordable housing and will provide diversity of tenure, particularly in the higher priced housing areas 
of Bramhall, Cheadle, Cheadle Hulme and Marple. 
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Core Strategy3 

All residents, including more vulnerable members of society, will have ready access to health and community facilities which will be mainly focused 
on Stockport Town Centre and District Centres. The Town Centre, District and Local Centres will offer a variety of goods and services needed 
by their catchment communities, whilst reflecting unique local opportunities which attract visitors and business.  Shop frontages will be safeguarded 
to enable them to meet retail needs.  Complementary facilities (such as leisure and cultural uses) will be mainly provided elsewhere within centres, 
outside of the shop frontages. 

The Borough will have retained and enhanced its attractive and leafy character for the environmental, social and economic benefits this can 
bring.  A network of green spaces and corridors in the borough linked to neighbouring local authority areas, with the Etherow-Goyt, Ladybrook, 
Mersey and Tame river valleys being at its heart, will serve recreational, biodiversity and amenity functions and help the borough adapt to the 
impacts of climate change. The Borough's countryside and natural landscape areas, biodiversity and geodiversity will have been preserved and 
their intrinsic values recognised and enhanced.  Opportunities to use the Borough's countryside and urban open space for local food production 
and as a source of low-carbon (biomass) fuel will also be taken advantage of. The historic environment will continue to hold a unique place in 
Stockport’s cultural heritage, supporting and contributing to the economy, society and daily life. The fragile and finite nature of the historic 
environment as a non-renewable resource which needs to be conserved and managed for future generations will be given high regard. 

All of this will be achieved whilst striving to ensure that travel options for residents and visitors meet their needs sustainably, offering opportunities 
to exercise and interact in local communities and ensuring that walking and cycling or use of an improved public transport network are viable 
and desirable options." 
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3Core Strategy 

Figure 2 Stockport Town, District & Local Centres and Existing Employment Centres 



14 Stockport LDF: Core Strategy DPD Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 

Core Strategy3 

Key Spatial Issues 

The Core Strategy (through it's vision, objectives and policies) addresses the following main issues arising from the Core Strategy's Spatial 
Portrait: 

Pockets of deprivation versus areas of affluence, resulting in inequalities especially in health; 
High levels of domestic carbon emissions, third behind Manchester and Wigan within the Greater Manchester area; 
The Town Centre is not fulfilling its role as the borough's principal focus of development. The Town Centre requires improvement across a 
range of uses in a coherent and comprehensive manner; 
Issues of cross linkages and opening up river frontage must be considered within the Town Centre; 
Safeguard and enhance the vitality and viability of the Town Centre, District and Local Centres; 
Ageing population – a third of houses in the borough house a pensioner; 
House prices are generally high and there is significant local need for affordable housing; 
Accessibility of some services, especially to the more deprived areas of the Borough; 
Quality of schools and issues of surplus provision; 
Quality of other community facilities including health care facilities; 
Employment sectors are predominantly in the highly skilled range with 9% of the workforce with no qualifications; 
Formal sports provision and accessibility needs improvement; 
Uneven distribution of greenspace; 
Traffic congestion in the more heavily populated areas and along major road routes, despite there being comparatively good public transport 
availability in many areas; 
Out-commuting levels are high and for every 6 who commute out 4 commute in; and 
Provision of cemeteries, in light of predicted need. 

The Sustainability Appraisal, and other appraisal processes, have also highlighted the following issues which the Core Strategy takes account 
of in order to ensure mitigation as well as managed delivery of the spatial needs of the Borough: 

Ensure that planning policy contributes to a sustainable development approach in the Borough, particularly with regards to low carbon; 
Ensure that in relieving congestion, that management of emission levels are taken into account as well; and 
Ensure evidence bases from different sources inform spatial policy development including the needs of a range of minorities. 
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3Core Strategy 

The issues highlighted cannot be addressed by spatial planning alone and it will be essential that other Council services reflect and have regard 
to spatial policy development as well as building on the opportunities spatial policies offers, as a way of delivering services and behavioural 
change. 

Spatial Objectives 

Objective 

Sustainable Development:  Addressing Inequalities and Climate Change 

The Core Strategy will support, enable and encourage development that is environmentally, socially and economically sustainable so as to 
address the key issues of climate change and inequalities.  It will achieve this by: 

a. Assisting and enabling the Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy to improve the quality of life in the Borough's priority neighbourhoods; 
b. Adopting a sequential approach that makes best use of previously developed and sustainably located land; 
c. Ensuring that development is located and designed so as to minimise susceptibility to the impacts of climate change, in particular away 

from areas at risk of flood; 
d. Actively requiring development to contribute to a reduction in the Borough's carbon footprint; 
e. Maximising the economic benefits that economically, socially and environmentally sustainable development can bring; 
f. Setting standards for new development in line with the Building for Life, Code for Sustainable Homes, Lifetime Homes, BREEAM and 

CEEQUAL; 
g. Making and enabling the best use of renewable energy resources; and 
h. Promoting the sustainable management of resources, in particular minerals, waste and water. 
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Objective 

Housing 

The Core Strategy will achieve the key housing policy goal of ensuring that everyone has the opportunity of living in a decent home, which 
they can afford, in a community in which they want to live by: 

a. Delivering at least 450 dwellings per annum to match the changing needs of a diverse population; 
b. Ensuring an appropriate mix of housing is provided, in terms of tenure, price, type, size and location, having regard to the accommodation 

requirements of specific groups such as families with children and older people, in order to achieve sustainable mixed communities; 
c. Increasing the provision of affordable housing (including social rented), especially in high priced areas; 
d. Maximising the central, inner urban area’s potential by increasing its population through appropriate new housing development; 
e. Focusing new housing development in locations that are accessible to services and offer opportunities to utilise decentralised energy 

in urban areas, with particular emphasis upon the central, inner urban area, Neighbourhood Renewal Priority Areas, and in and around 
the District and Large Local Centres especially those readily accessible to the Town Centre and the Regional Centre, and other genuinely 
accessible locations within settlements; 

f. Focus new housing on previously-developed land to assist regeneration where possible, and; 
g. Set appropriate locational criteria to guide the provision of sufficient sites for Gypsy and Traveller, and Travelling Showpeople 

accommodation to meet RSS pitch requirements. 

Core Strategy3 
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Objective 

Economic Development 

The Core Strategy aims to create a prosperous and diverse economy with a range of accessible and suitable employment sites to attract 
inward investment in order to assist in achieving the sustainable regeneration of the borough and the sub-region by: 

a. Supporting economic development and regeneration in accessible locations, with particular emphasis upon further developing key 
economic growth sectors; 

b. Developing Stockport Town Centre as the principal focus for employment in the office, retail leisure and service sectors; 
c. Focusing office development also within the M60 Gateway, with other development in and around district centres and on existing 

employment areas in order to create a sustainable economy within the Borough; 
d. Allocating and protecting appropriate land for industrial and warehousing uses in locations such as Bredbury Industrial Estate and other 

sites with good transport connections; and 
e. Ensuring that the jobs which are created within the borough are accessible to the maximum number of the borough’s residents, through 

appropriate provision of employment sites, transport, education and skills training and other services, in particular within the Neighbourhood 
Renewal Priority Areas. 

3Core Strategy 
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Objective 

Access to Services and Inclusive Communities 

The Core Strategy will support sustainable and thriving communities that enable people to have an enjoyable quality of life, without compromising 
the environment by: 

a. Enabling developments which improve the attractiveness and viability of the borough’s neighbourhoods; 
b. Developing the role of Stockport Town Centre as a thriving and accessible sub-regional centre for the provision of retail, office, leisure, 

tourism, community, cultural, education, health and other services; 
c. Supporting the hierarchy, vitality and viability of the borough’s Town, District and Local Centres, directing retail and other main town 

centre uses to the most appropriate centre in that hierarchy; 
d. Providing adequate and accessible primary healthcare facilities to improve health, emotional wellbeing and life expectancy; 
e. Restricting the provision of hot food take-aways (A5 use) to appropriate locations with respect to safeguarding the retail function of the 

service centres and the proximity of A5 use to schools and parks; 
f. Achieving developments which ensure that everyone has equal access to opportunities for learning, training, skills and knowledge, 

including improving the borough’s schools through programmes such as Building Schools for the Future and those to improve sixth form 
and further education provision within the borough; 

g. Providing and improving indoor sports halls commensurate with identified need; 
h. Enabling cemetery and crematoria development to meet the needs of the local burial authority; and 
i. Co-locating services and community facilities to maximise access and efficiencies, including extending the hours of operation and 

dual-use of some facilities. 

Core Strategy3 
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Objective 

Safeguard and Improve the Borough's Environment 

The Core Strategy will seek to safeguard and improve the borough's natural and built environments.  It will achieve this by: 

a. Safeguarding and enhancing the character and value of the borough’s countryside, landscape character areas and townscapes, reinforcing 
their distinctiveness, and safeguarding the permanence of the Borough's Green Belt; 

b. Protecting and enhancing the borough’s biodiversity including its sites of national and regional nature conservation importance and the 
green corridors within urban areas; 

c. Assisting improvements in air quality through spatial planning and transport infrastructure planning; 
d. Safeguarding residents, occupants and visitors (particularly of sensitive development) from unacceptable levels of noise, light, water or 

ground pollution (including road transport and aircraft noise); 
e. Providing green infrastructure, civic spaces and public realm that are well designed, safe and accessible, sufficient to satisfy the 

recreational, leisure, health and amenity requirements of the population, which help mitigate the impacts of climate change and which 
improve health; 

f. Providing and maintaining high quality open spaces and recreation facilities commensurate with the needs of the borough's population; 
g. Ensuring that all development is designed to a high quality, creating buildings and a sense of place that reflects and enhances local 

character and distinctiveness; and 
h. Recognising the unique place that the historic environment holds in the borough's cultural heritage and the multiple ways in which it 

supports and contributes to the economy, society and daily life; and 
i. Conserving and managing the historic environment for future generations. 

3Core Strategy 
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Objective 

Transport 

The Core Strategy will seek an efficient and extensive transport network which enables services and opportunities to be accessible by all, 
whilst also reducing congestion and minimising the environmental impact of transport.  It will achieve this by: 

a. Promoting development which reduces the need to travel, especially by car. 
b. Promoting development which makes the most efficient use of the existing transport network. 
c. Focusing development in locations accessible by public transport, walking and cycling. 
d. Following a sustainable road user hierarchy which prioritises the needs of the most vulnerable road users. 
e. Supporting the development of new fixed track infrastructure as identified in the SEMMMS Strategy, in order to achieve modal shift away 

from the car. 
f. Maintaining the existing transport network and associated structures (e.g. retaining walls, bridges) to ensure its continued efficient and 

safe use. 
g. Improving Air Quality, particularly within Air Quality Management Areas. 
h. Implementing the SEMMMS Relief Road, which will remove through traffic from District and Local Centres and improve access to 

Manchester Airport. 

Core Strategy3 



Stockport LDF: Core Strategy DPD Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 21 

4Other Plans & Projects for Consideration 

4 Other Plans & Projects for Consideration 

Below is a list of other relevant plans and projects which will be considered later in this report, in more detail, for their potential significant impact 
in conjunction with Stockport's Core Strategy. 

International Strategies and Policies 

Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats Directive) 
(Bern) Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats 
Convention on Biological Diversity 1992 (Translated in UK by National Biodiversity Action Plan) 
The Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive: 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals 1979 
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 1971 
Birds Directive: Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds 
European Convention on Landscape 
Water Framework Directive 2000 / Priority Substances 2001/ Groundwater Directive 2006 
European Environment Agency Report: Impacts of Europe's Changing Climate - 2008 indicator based assessment 
European Biodiversity Strategy 
Guiding Principles for the Sustainable Spatial Development of the European Continent (ESDP) (2000) 
A Sustainable Future in Our Hands: EU Sustainable Development Strategy 2006 
EU Sixth Environmental Action Programme (2002) Environment 2010: Our Future, Our Choice 

National Strategies & Policies 

UK Sustainable Development Strategy - Securing the Future 2005 
UK Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006 - LA Biodiversity Duty of Care 
UK Planning Act 2008 
UK Climate Change Act 2008 
UK Energy Act 2008
 
UK Sustainable Communities Act 2007
 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan 
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Other Plans & Projects for Consideration 4 

UK Rural Strategy 2004 
UK Habitat Regulations (The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994 (Amended 2007) 
UK Water Strategy 2008 
UK Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
UK Environmental Protection Act 1990; Environment Act 1995 
UK Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9) – Biodiversity and Geological Conservation 
UK Planning Policy Statement 12 (PPS12) – Local Development Frameworks 

Regional Strategies & Policies 

Regional Spatial Strategy - The North West Plan 2008 
North West Regional Economic Strategy Published 2006 
Draft Regional Strategy for England's North West 
North West Climate Change Action Plan 
North West Landscape Character Framework 
North West Biodiversity Forum Regional Targets
 
North West Green Infrastructure Guide
 
Sharing the Vision - a Strategy for Greater Manchester (2003) 
Manchester City Region Spatial Strategy 2006 (under review) 
Greater Manchester Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
City Region Development Programme – Manchester City Region 2004-2014 
Greater Manchester Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 
GM Waste Development Plan Document (in draft) 
Greater Manchester Integrated Transport Strategy (GMITS) 
SEMMMS (South East Manchester Multi Modal Strategy) 
Manchester Airport Masterplan to 2030 

Local Strategies & Policies 

Stockport Unitary Development Plan (Review 2006) 
Sustainable Community Strategy: The Stockport Strategy 2020 
Stockport Council Plan 2008-2011 
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4Other Plans & Projects for Consideration 

Stockport 17th Annual Public Health Survey 
Stockport Public Health Goals 
Stockport Housing Strategy 2009-14 
Stockport Action Plan for Nature (LBAP) 
Stockport Economic Development Strategy 2002-2012 
Stockport - Gateway to the Future - the Regeneration Plan for the Town Centre and M60 Gateway 
Future Stockport – an interim review of the Regeneration Plan for the Town Centre and M60 Gateway 
Stockport Conservation & Heritage Strategy 2008 

Cross Boundary Strategies & Policies 

The Manchester Way - Community Strategy 2006-2015 
East Midlands Regional Plan 2009 and associated appraisal documents 
Manchester Airport Masterplan to 2030 (incorporates Ground Transport, Environment, Land Use & Community Plans) 
Peak District Catchment Management Plans 
Water Supply companies Water Supply Documents 

Neighbour Core Strategies 

Manchester 
Derbyshire County Councils Minerals & Waste Plans 
Derbyshire Core Strategies for Waste and Minerals
 
Peak District National Park
 
Cheshire East
 
Tameside
 
High Peak, Derbyshire (with Derbyshire Dales) 
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European Sites Described 5 

5 European Sites Described 

South Pennine Moors SAC & SPAs 

Site impacts and their pathways Key environmental conditions 
to support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and 
Objectives 

Source: Natural England (NE) Data Disc July 
2009 - South Pennine Moors SAC covering 
64,983.13 ha; Peak District Moors - South 
Pennine Moor Phase 1 SPA covering 45270.52 
ha & South Pennine Moors Phase 2 covering 
20936.53 ha; including the following local 
authorities with relevant designations bracketed: 
Barnsley (SAC); Bradford (SAC); Calderdale 
(SAC); Cheshire (SAC & SPA Phase 1); 
Derbyshire (SAC & SPA Phase 1); Greater 
Manchester (SPAs); Kirklees (SAC); Lancashire 
(SAC & SPA Phase 2); Leeds (SAC); North 
Yorkshire (SAC & SPA Phase 2); Oldham 
(SAC); Rochdale (SAC); Sheffield (SAC); South 
Yorkshire (SPA); Staffordshire (SAC & SPA 
Phase 1); Tameside (SAC); West Yorkshire 
(SPAs) 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 - SSSI Sites 
included within this area are: Dark Peak, Goyt 
Valley and Leek Moors 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 - The moors support 
a rich invertebrate fauna, especially moths, and 
important bird assemblages; This site has the 
most south-easterly example of blanket bog in 
Europe, which is generally botanically poor. 
Substantial erosion, possibly deriving from the 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 
- SAC: Dry heaths; Blanket 
bog; Western acidic oak 
woods; Wet heathland with 
cross-leaved heath; Very 
wet mires often identified by 
an unstable 'quaking' 
surface. 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 
- SPA Phase 1: Nationally 
important breeding 
populations of European 
golden plover, merlin, and 
short-eared owl. 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 
- SPA Phase 2: Nationally 
important breeding 
populations of European 
golden plover and  merlin. 
An internationally important 
assemblage of breeding 
birds occurs. 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 
- SPA Phase 2: Nationally 
important breeding 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 - SAC: 
Appropriate grazing; No burning 
on bog habitat; Maintenance of 
water levels and hydrological 
conditions; Absence of nutrient 
enrichment; Absence of 
atmospheric pollution; High 
rainfall and low 
evapotranspiration; Bracken and 
scrub control; Avoidance of 
erosion resulting from trampling, 
vehicles etc; Base-poor soils; 
Control of invasive non-native 
species and any disease 
outbreaks. 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 - SPA 
Phases 1 & 2: Avoidance of 
disturbance (e.g. vehicles, dogs 
and walkers) especially April to 
mid-July; Open terrain to provide 
view lines in feeding and roosting 
areas; Appropriate vegetation 
structure (especially areas of 
short vegetation); Appropriate 
management (grazing and 
burning); Avoidance of air 

Commuters and Visitors from Stockport 
causing disturbance: potential sources of 
disturbance include heather burning, vehicles, 
stock, dogs and walkers especially from April 
to mid-July.  Disturbance caused by predation 
and the effects on the qualifying bird species 
is an area that requires further assessment. 

Landscape change - new species impact: 
Golden plover require views over 200m. 
Short-eared owl require views over 1km.  At 
least 80% of current moorland area (and all 
flatter plateaux) open, e.g. without new walls 
or trees.  New fences only where essential for 
conservation land management.  Some loss 
of view to trees and shrubs, acceptable in low 
density breeding areas to benefit other bird 
and habitat interests. 

Food availability and new species impact - via 
hydrological, air mass movement, visitors and 
proximity: small birds - pipits to waders and 
moths are important for merlin.  Mice, shrews, 
voles and birds - pipits to waders are important 
for short-eared owl.  Earthworm, 
leatherjackets, beetles, spiders are important 
for golden plover. 

http:20936.53
http:45270.52
http:64,983.13
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Site impacts and their pathways Key environmental conditions 
to support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and 
Objectives 

5European Sites Described 

age of the habitat, has created areas of exposed 
bare peat; Woodlands are drier than those 
further north and west, and, coupled with 19th 
century air pollution, has led to lower diversity 
bryophyte communities. 

Conservation Objectives for European interests 
are: to maintain (maintenance implies 
restoration if the feature is not currently in 
favourable condition), in favourable condition 
the habitats for the populations of Annex 1 
species and of European importance, with 
particular reference to: blanket mire, dwarf 
shrub heath, acid grassland, gritstone edges, 
plus golden plover, merlin, short eared owl. To 
maintain (in favourable condition (as above) 
the: blanket bog (active only), dry heaths, 
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix, 
transition mires and quaking bogs, old oak 
woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British 
Isles (Source JNCC Website 2009). 

populations of European pollution; High rainfall and low 
golden plover and  merlin. evapotranspiration in bogs and 
An internationally important woodland; Maintenance of high 
assemblage of breeding water table in bog habitats; 
birds occurs. Control of invasive non-native 

species and any disease 
outbreaks; Suitable off-site 
agricultural land for birds to feed. 

Table 1  South Pennine Moors SAC & SPAs 

Erosion of bog via hydrological and site 
visitors: erosion is a natural feature of blanket 
mires, particularly marginal fretting on breaks 
of slope.  However where natural erosion is 
exacerbated by e.g. heavy livestock grazing 
or hot fires or use of vehicles, the mire will not 
be in favourable condition, except where such 
erosion is very localised in nature. 

Inappropriate grazing levels on bog area / 
upland heath area / sub-montane dry 
dwarf-shrub. Northern Atlantic wet heaths with 
Erica tetralix 

Hydrological, air mass movement, visitors and 
species migration - composition of non-native 
and native species which negatively impact 
on the native species present. 

Habitat loss - site management issue 

Atmospheric pollution from air mass 
movements 

Developments that have the potential to 
interfere with drainage patterns within the site 
- hydrological links 
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European Sites Described 5 

Rochdale Canal SAC 

Site impacts and their pathways Key environmental 
conditions to support 
integrity of site 

Qualifying 
features 

Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc 2009 - Rochdale Canal SAC Source NE Source NE Data Disc 2009  Regional findings state that the canal has been subject to 
including an SSSI and covering 25.55 ha in the Data Disc Maintenance of water levels, a major restoration scheme to open it up for full navigation 
following local authorities: Rochdale & Tameside 2009: Floating avoidance of pollution and from Manchester to Yorkshire. Monitoring of impact of future 

water-plantain nutrient enrichment; water boat movements will be necessary.  Stockport canals link 
Source NE Data Disc 2009 - Rochdale Canal Luronium pH 6 to 8, limited human into this system via Manchester therefore limited potential 
supports a significant population of floating natans disturbance (e.g. tipping or to add to increased boat movement 
water-plantain in a botanically diverse water plant dredging), control of invasive 
community Regional assessment found that the canal falls within the 

Mersey Basin area of search for a regional park. Dependent 
and/or non-native species 

Conservation Objectives: To maintain in favourable on selection of area, and proposed uses (e.g. leisure, 
condition the habitats for the population of floating tourism) there is potential for increased visitor pressure. 
water plantain Luronium natans (Source JNCC Stockport use of canals could have limited additional impact. 
Website 2009) 

Regional concerns over increased development and 
Source JNCC Website 2009 Rochdale Canal runs housing which could add to the general potential to lead to 
33 miles between Manchester and Sowerby. water pollution; water supply and shading issues both during 
General site character falls into the following and after construction and may increase risk of disturbance 
categories defined on the Natura 2000 standard (tipping etc).  Stockport direct impacts are limited in 
data form: Inland water bodies (standing water, signifcance due to distance from site, with pollution the 
running water) 90%.  Other land including towns, greatest potential impact from development in the borough, 
villages, roads, waste places, mines, industrial site through the pathway of local canals linking indirectly to 
10% Rochdale. 

Table 2  Rochdale Canal SAC 



Stockport LDF: Core Strategy DPD Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 27 

5European Sites Described 

Peak District Moors SPA & Dales SAC 

Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental conditions to 
support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and 
Objectives 

Source JNCC Website 2009 & NE Data Disc 
2008 - Peak District Moors SPA & Dales SAC 
(including SSSI Wye Valley, Ballidon Dale 
SSSI, Coombes Dale SSSI, Cressbrook Dale 
SSSI, Dove Valley and Biggin Dale SSSI, 
Hamps and Manifold Valleys SSSI, Lathkill 
Dale SSSI, Long Dale and Gratton Dale SSSI, 
Hartington SSSI, Matlock Woods SSSI, Monks 
Dale SSSI, Topley Pike and Deep Dale SSSI, 
Via Gellia Woodlands SSSI covering 2,336.92 
ha in the local authorities of Derbyshire and 
Staffordshire 

NE Data Disc 2008 - SSSI Condition report: 
% Area Favourable = 58.75%, % Area 
unfavourable recovering = 38.78%, % Area 
unfavourable no change = 2.38%, %Area 
unfavourable declining = 0.08% 

NE Data Disc 2008 - Conservation objectives 
are to manage: Upland semi-natural woodland, 
Scrub, Limestone and tall herb natural 
grassland, Acid grassland, Neutral pasture 
and marshy grassland, Flush and spring fen, 
Scree and ledges, Calamarian or metallophyte 
grassland, Dry heath, Swamp, Rivers and 
streams, Flush and Spring Fen, Disused 
quarries, pits and cuttings, Active process 
sites, species interest; all habitats. 

JNCC Website 2009 Peak District Dales is 
one of the most extensive surviving areas 
in England of CG2 Festuca ovina – Avenula 
pratensis grassland. Grasslands at this site 
range from hard-grazed short turf through 
to tall herb-rich vegetation, with transitions 
through to calcareous scrub and 9180 
Tilio-Acerion forests – a diversity of 
structural types unparallelled in the UK. 
There is also a great physical diversity due 
to rock outcrops, cliffs, screes and a variety 
of slope gradients and aspects. In contrast 
to examples of Festuca – Avenula 
grassland on chalk to the south, these 
grasslands are less at risk from the threat 
of invasion by upright brome Bromopsis 
erecta and tor-grass Brachypodium 
pinnatum, which are at the edge of their 
range here and have limited vigour. The 
relatively cold oceanic nature of the climate 
means that there is enrichment with 
northern floristic elements, such as 
limestone bedstraw Galium sterneri and 
globeflower Trollius europaeus. 

NE Data Disc 2008 - The Peak District is 
made up of a wide variety of habitats. 
These fall in to a range of categories as 
identified on the Natura 2000 standard data 
form filled in for site inland water bodies 
(standing water, running water) 0.3%, Bogs, 

NE Data Disc 2008 - Semi-natural 
dry grasslands and scrubland facies: 
on calcareous substrates Festuco 
Brometalia - Peak District is one of 
the most extensive surviving areas 
in England of Festuca ovina -
Avenula pratensis grassland 

JNCC Website 2009 - Tilio acerion 
representing the north-central part 
of its UK range, this site in the 
English Midlands contains a large 
area of Tilio-Acerion, dominated by 
ash Fraxinus excelsior. Locally, 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus is 
abundant. The Dales provide good 
examples of 
woodland-scrub-grassland 
transitions, with associated rich 
invertebrate populations and plant 
communities. Among the uncommon 
plants present in the woods are 
mezereon Daphne mezereum and 
green hellebore Helleborus viridis, 
as well as whitebeams Sorbus spp. 
on the crags. 

White clawed (or Atlantic stream) 
crayfish 

European Dry Heaths 

Developments that have the 
potential to interfere with 
drainage patterns within the 
site - hydrological links 

Introduction / invasion of 
non-native animal species 
resulting from inappropriate 
planting in Stockport moving 
through air and traffic/people 
movement 

Disturbance - increased 
disturbance by greater people 
movement through 
commuting (particularly 
accessing the airport and 
M56/M60/A6 corridors via the 
SEMMMS new link) and 
visitors 

Atmospheric pollution from 
air mass movements 

Habitat Loss - direct site 
management 

Dust from quarrying 

Fishery management may 
adversely affect the 
freshwater features 

http:2,336.92
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Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental conditions to 
support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and 
Objectives 

European Sites Described 5 

Source JNCC Website & NE Data Disc 2008 Marshes, Water fringed vegetation, Fens Clamarian grasslands of the Shooting tenants may impact 
- The Carboniferous Limestone massif of the 0.1%, Heath, Scrub, Maquis and Garrigue, Violetalia calaminariae on the overall ecology of the 
Peak District is one of the most important in Phygrana 4%, Dry grassland, Steppes woodland 
Britain, lying in latitude and altitude between Alkaline fens 
the Mendips and the Craven area of 

43.7%, Humid grassland, Mesophile 
grassland 13%, Broad-leaved deciduous 

Yorkshire. The Limestone is cut by valleys, Calcareous rocky slopes with 
the 'dales' which contain a wide range of 

woodland 37.1%, Inland rocks, screes, 
chasmophytic vegetation 

wildlife habitats, particularly woodland, scrub 
sands, permanent snow and ice 1.8% 

Brook lamprey and grassland. This mosaic of habitats and 
the transitions between them are of 

Bullheadexceptional interest for a wide range of 
characteristic, rare and uncommon flora and 
fauna. 

Table 3 Peak District Moors SPA & Dales SAC 
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5European Sites Described 

Rostherne Mere Ramsar 

Site impacts and their pathways Key environmental 
conditions to support 
integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Rostherne Mere Ramsar 79.76 ha 
in Cheshire, within 152.9 ha of Rostherne Mere SSSI 

Source JNCC Website 2009 - The Meres and Mosses of the north 
west Midlands form a nationally important series of open water 
and peatland sites. These have developed in natural depressions 
in the glacial drift left by the ice sheets which covered the 
Cheshire-Shropshire plain some 15,000 years ago. The majority 
lie in Cheshire and north Shropshire, with a small number of 
outlying sites in adjacent parts of Staffordshire and Clywd. 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Rostherne Mere is the deepest and 
one of the largest meres.  It lies in a deep hollow in glacial drift 
to the south-west of Altrincham. It is a natural lake of high fertility 
which over the years has been increased by the accumulation of 
nutrients received from the inflow streams and surrounding 
farmland. The droppings of roosting birds also add to the nutrient 
inputs. 

Source NE Data Disc 
2009: One of the 
deepest and largest 
meres of the 
Shropshire-Cheshire 
plain, fringed with 
common reed 
Phragmites australis 

Source JNCC Website 
2009: Water rail Rallus 
aquaticus (Annex 2 
Directive on the 
Conservation of Wild 
Birds (79/409/EEC) 
species 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: 
Maintenance of water table 
(less than 30cm fluctuation 
annually); Minimal nutrient 
enrichment; Avoidance of 
sediment input; Control of 
invasive and/or non-native 
species; Avoidance of sediment 
disturbance (e.g. from 
recreational use); Avoidance of 
atmospheric pollution; Control 
of excessive scrub 
development; Maintenance of 
water chemistry, e.g. balance 
between seepage and surface 
water 

Habitat Loss - hydrological 
pathways 

Eutrophication (nutrient 
enrichment) - hydrological, air 
mass & migration 

Introduction / invasion of 
non-native animal species 
resulting from inappropriate 
planting in Stockport moving 
through hydrological, air and 
traffic/people movement 

Developments have the potential 
to interfere with the drainage 
patterns within the site via 
hydrological pathways 
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Site impacts and their pathways Key environmental 
conditions to support 
integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

European Sites Described 5 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Although the majority of the meres 
are nutrient rich (eutrophic) the water chemistry is very variable 
reflecting the heterogeneous nature of the surrounding drift 
deposits.  Associated fringing habitats such as reedswamp, fen, 
carr and damp pasture add to the value of the meres. The 
development of these habitats is associated with peat 
accumulation which in some cases has led to the complete infilling 
of the basin. During this process the nutrient status of the peat 
surface changes and typically becomes nutrient poor (oligotrophic) 
and acidic thus allowing species such as the bog mosses 
Sphagnum spp. to colonise it. The resulting peat bogs are the 
'mosses'.  In a few cases colonisation of the water surface by 
floating vegetation has resulted in the formation of a quaking bog 
known as a 'schwingmoor'. 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Conservation objectives are: Manage 
natural standing waterbodies, Swamp and Static 
Geomorphological Sites (IS) - all habitats 

Table 4  Rostherne Mere Ramsar 

Disturbance - increased 
disturbance by greater people 
movement through commuting 
(particularly along the M56, M60 
and M6 routes) and visitors 
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5European Sites Described 

Midland Meres and Mosses Ramsar Phase 1 

Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental 
conditions to support 
integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc & Website 2009: Midland 
Meres and Mosses Phase 1 Ramsar covering 
510.88 ha located in the authorities of Cheshire, 
Shropshire and Staffordshire - specifically Tatton 
Meres and 'The Mere' Mere SSSIs 

Source JNCC Website 2009:The Meres and Mosses 
form a geographically discrete series of lowland 
open water and peatland sites in the north west 
Midlands of England. These have developed in 
natural depressions in the glacial rift left by receding 
ice sheets which formerly covered the 
Cheshire/Shropshire Plain. The 16 component sites 
include open water bodies (meres), the majority of 
which are nutrient-rich with associated fringing 
habitats; reed swamps, fen, carr and damp pasture. 

Source JNCC Website 2009:The Meres and Mosses 
of the north west Midlands comprise a series of open 
water and peatland sites, most of which developed 
in natural depressions left by the retreating ice 
sheets at the end of the last ice age. There are over 
60 open water sites or 'meres', as well as a smaller 
number of peatland sites, known as 'mosses'. Tatton 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Site has a 
diverse range of habitats from open water 
to raised bog. Five nationally scarce 
plants and three endangered insects 
occur. 

Source JNCC Website 2009: RAMSAR 
Criterion 1 - the site comprises a diverse 
range of habitats from open water to 
raised bog. 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Higher 
Plants: Elatine hexandra, Eleocharis 
acicularis, Cicuta virosa, Thelypteris 
palustris, Carex elongata 

Source JNCC Website 2009: RAMSAR 
Criterion 2 - supports a number of rare 
species of plants associated with 
wetlands including five nationally scarce 
species together with an assemblage of 
rare wetland invertebrates (three 
endangered insects and five other British 
Red Data Book species of invertebrates). 

Source NE Data Disc 
2009:Maintenance of water 
table (less than 30cm 
fluctuation annually); Minimal 
nutrient enrichment; 
Avoidance of sediment input; 
Control of invasive and/or 
non-native species; 
Avoidance of sediment 
disturbance (e.g. from 
recreational use); Avoidance 
of atmospheric pollution; 
Control of excessive scrub 
development; Maintenance 
of water chemistry, e.g. 
balance between seepage 
and surface water 

Eutrophication (nutrient 
enrichment) - through 
hydrological, air mass & 
migration 

Introduction / invasion of 
non-native species resulting from 
inappropriate planting in 
Stockport moving through 
hydrological, air and traffic/people 
movement 

Water pollution via hydrological 
links, air, people and traffic 
movements 

Developments that have the 
potential to interfere with 
drainage patterns within the site 
- hydrological links 

Habitat loss - site management 
issue 
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Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental 
conditions to support 
integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

European Sites Described 5 

Meres consists of two meres which are some of the Source JNCC Website 2009: Disturbance - increased 
best examples in the country of meres with moderate Invertebrates: Hagenella clathrata, disturbance by greater people 
fertility and a rich and well developed aquatic flora. Limnophilia fasciata, Cararita limnaea, movement through commuting 
The site also includes a large area of fen, flushed Lathrobium rufipenne, Donacia aquatica, (particularly along the M56, M60 
acidic grassland and woodland. The Mere and Little Prionocera pubescens, Gonomyia and M6 routes) and visitors 
Mere are separated by a spillway. They are abbreviata, Sitticus floricola, 
moderately nutrient-rich and have a very diverse 
aquatic flora. 

Table 5  Midland Meres and Mosses Ramsar Phase 1 
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5European Sites Described 

Rixton Clay Pits SAC 

Site impacts and their pathways Key environmental conditions to support 
integrity of site 

Qualifying 
features 

Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Rixton Clay Pits SAC 
covering 13.99 ha including Rixton Clay Pits SSSI 
in Warrington Local Authority 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: This site comprises 
parts of extensive disused brickworks excavated 
in glacial boulder clay. The excavation has left a 
series of hollows, which have filled with water 
leading to a variety of pond sizes. New ponds have 
also been created more recently for wildlife and 
amenity purposes. Great crested newts are known 
to occur in at least 20 ponds across the site. 

Source JNC Website 2009: Conservation 
Objectives are to maintain in favourable condition, 
the habitats for the population of great crested newt 
Triturus cristatus 

Source NE Data Source NE Data Disc 2009: Suitable foraging and 
Disc 2009: refuge habitat within 500m of the pond; Relatively 
Great crested unpolluted water of roughly neutral pH; 75% ponds 
newt Triturus deep enough to retain water throughout February 
cristatus to mid-August at least one year in every three; In 

a wider context, great crested newts require good 
connectivity of landscape features (ponds, hedges 
etc) as they often live as metapopulations in a 
number of ponds; No barriers to movement 
between ponds; Controlled shading of ponds by 
trees (less than 25% of southern margin; less than 
50% of total margin); Absence of fish in at least 
50% ponds; Maintenance of number of ponds 
(33). 

Table 6 Rixton Clay Pits SAC 

Conflict between grassland 
management and newt management 

Habitat loss - site management issue 

Disturbance - increased disturbance 
by greater people movement through 
commuting (particularly along the M60 
and M6 routes) and visitors 

Introduction / invasion of non-native 
species resulting from inappropriate 
planting in Stockport moving through 
hydrological, air and traffic/people 
movement 



34 Stockport LDF: Core Strategy DPD Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Report 

European Sites Described 5 

Manchester Mosses SAC 

Site impacts and their pathways Key environmental conditions to 
support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Manchester Mosses SAC, 
covering 172.81 ha in Warrington and Wigan Local 
Authorities. 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Peat-forming species 
have survived in wetter pockets. Recent rehabilitation 
management has allowed these to spread. Risley and 
Holcroft Mosses (SSSI) are managed for nature 
conservation; 50% of Astley and Bedford Mosses 
(SSSI) is managed for nature conservation. 

Draft revision of conservation objectives for Holcroft 
Moss 2010 (Natural England NW) 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Mossland formerly 
covered a very large part of low-lying Greater 
Manchester, Merseyside and southern Lancashire 
and provided a severe obstacle to industrial and 
agricultural expansion. While most has been 
converted to agriculture or lost to development, 
several examples have survived as degraded raised 
bog, such as Risley Moss, Astley & Bedford Mosses 
and Holcroft Moss on the Mersey floodplain. 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Conservation objectives 
are to maintain in a favourable condition the degraded 
raised bog. 

Source NE Data Disc 
2009: Degraded raised 
bog 

Source NE NW 2010 
Molina caerulea -
Potentilla erecta mire; 
Eriophorum 
augustifolium bog pool 
community; Sphagnum 
cuspifatum / recurvum 
(fallax) bog pool 
community 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Raised 
water levels; Absence of nutrient 
enrichment; Absence of water 
pollution; Absence of air pollution; 
Control of scrub and bracken; High 
rainfall and low evapotranspiration; 
Avoidance of erosion from trampling, 
vehicles etc. 

Source: NE NW 2010 Degraded bog 
still capable of natural regeneration; 
lowland raised bog hydrologically 
capable of peat formation and already 
bearing some peat-forming NVC plant 
communities following decades of 
drainage and peat removal 

Erosion of bog via hydrological and site 
visitors: erosion is a natural feature of 
blanket mires, particularly marginal 
fretting on breaks of slope.  However 
where natural erosion is exacerbated by 
e.g. heavy livestock grazing or hot fires 
or use of vehicles, the mire will not be 
in favourable condition, except where 
such erosion is very localised in nature. 

Atmospheric pollution from air mass 
movements 

Drainage particularly from boundary 
ditches - hydrology 

Scrub invasion 

Impacts on groundwater, such as water 
abstraction, mineral extraction and 
waste management (landfill) via 
hydrological pathways 

Table 7 Manchester Mosses SAC 
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5European Sites Described 

Mersey Estuary SPA & Ramsar 

Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental conditions to 
support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Mersey Estuary SPA covering 
5033.14 ha in Cheshire, Halton, Liverpool and Wirral Local 
Authorities including Mersey Estuary Ramsar covering 5023.35 
ha in West Cheshire, Halton, Merseyside, Liverpool and Wirral 

Source JNCC Website 2009:The Mersey is a large, sheltered 
estuary which comprises large areas of saltmarsh and 
extensive intertidal sand and mudflats, with limited areas of 
brackish marsh, rocky shoreline and boulder clay cliffs, within 
a rural and industrial environment. The intertidal flats and 
saltmarshes provide feeding and roosting sites for large and 
internationally important populations of waterfowl. During the 
winter the site is of major importance for duck and waders. 
The site is also important during spring and autumn migration 
periods, particularly for wader populations moving along the 
west coast of Britain. 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Conservation Objectives are: to 
maintain in favourable condition the habitats for the populations 
of migratory bird species of European Importance with 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: 
SPA has nationally important 
wintering population of 
European golden plover. 
Internationally significant 
numbers of ringed plover and 
common redshank on passage. 
Internationally important 
numbers of common redshank, 
northern pintail, Eurasian teal, 
common shelduck, and dunlin 
overwinter. Total wintering 
waterfowl numbers are of 
international importance. 
Ramsar has internationally 
important numbers of common 
shelduck, black-tailed godwit 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: 
Avoidance of pollution; Management 
of saltmarsh grazing; Control of bait 
digging, fishing and dredging; 
Maintenance of uninterrupted views; 
Open ground with short vegetation 
cover for feeding and roosting birds; 
Maintain hydrology of wet grassland 
(for waders); Limited disturbance to 
birds both land and water-based, 
however whilst the Manchester Ship 
Canal severs the SPA from access 
from the land, reducing disturbance 
levels, water-based disturbance 
levels appear to be increasing, with 
an increase in use of marinas and 
microlites;  No physical constraints 

Water Pollution 
hydrology, visitors and 
commuters 

Disturbance - increased 
disturbance by greater 
people movement 

Physical loss through 
land-claim and 
development 

Physical damage caused 
by navigation capital and 
maintenance dredging 

Agricultural requirements 
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Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental conditions to 
support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

European Sites Described 5 

particular reference to: intertidal sediments, rocky shores, 
saltmarsh, shelduck, teal, pintail, dunlin, redshank and ringed 
plover. 

Source JNCC Website 2009:To maintain in favourable 
condition the habitats for the populations of waterfowl that 
contribute to the wintering waterfowl assemblage of European 
importance with particular reference to: intertidal sediments, 
rocky shores, saltmarsh 

Source JNCC Website 2009: Vulnerability - wintering bird 
numbers and associated intertidal flats are robust to day-to-day 
change.  Nevertheless the estuary is subject to multiple uses; 
it is heavily industrialised, a substantial urban conurbation, 
has multiple transport requirements and increasing recreational 
activities. The site is vulnerable to physical loss through 
land-claim and development, physical damage caused by 
navigation capital and maintenance dredging, agricultural 
requirements, non-physical loss, toxic and non-toxic 
contamination and biological disturbance by wildfowling. The 
SPA status, requirements for EIA and the estuary management 
plan should however, safeguard the site. 

and common redshank on to managed realignment if required Toxic and non-toxic 
passage, and wintering in response to coastal squeeze; contamination and 
Eurasian teal, northern pintail Maintenance of natural sedimentation biological disturbance by 
and dunlin. patterns; Control of non-native wildfowling 

species. 

Table 8 Mersey Estuary SPA & Ramsar 
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5European Sites Described 

Mersey Narrows & North Wirral Foreshore pSPA / pRamsar 

Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental conditions to support 
integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Mersey Narrows & North Source NE Data Source NE Data Disc 2009: Avoidance of 
Wirral Foreshore pSPA and pRamsar each covering Disc 2009: Breeding pollution; Control of bait digging, fishing and 
2228 ha in Sefton and Wirral authorities common tern; dredging; Maintenance of uninterrupted views; 

wintering bar-tailed Open ground with short vegetation cover for 
Source JNCC Website 2009: The Mersey Narrows and godwit; migrating feeding and roosting birds (for the pSPA the 
North Wirral Foreshore SPA is located on the north-west knot, redshank and lack of undisturbed areas near the site results 
coast of England at the mouths of the Mersey and Dee turnstone; waterfowl in birds having to travel some 12km to the Alt 
estuaries. The site comprises intertidal habitats at assemblage Estuary to roost); Maintain hydrology of wet 
Egremont foreshore, man-made lagoons at Seaforth grassland (for waders); Limited disturbance to 
Nature Reserve and the extensive intertidal flats at North birds (land and water-based); No physical 
Wirral Foreshore. Egremont is most important as a constraints to managed realignment if required 
feeding habitat for waders at low tide whilst Seaforth is in response to coastal squeeze; Maintenance 
primarily a high-tide roost site, as well as a nesting site of natural sedimentation patterns; Control of 
for terns. North Wirral Foreshore supports large numbers non-native species; Maintain current salinity 
of feeding waders at low tide and also includes important of lagoon (requires functional pumps and 
high-tide roost sites.The most notable feature of the site causeway); Avoidance of siltation in lagoon. 
is the exceptionally high density of wintering Turnstone 
Arenaria interpres. Mersey Narrows and North Wirral 
Foreshore has clear links in terms of bird movements 
with the nearby Dee Estuary SPA, Ribble and Alt 
Estuaries SPA, and (to a lesser extent) Mersey Estuary 
SPA. 

Table 9  Mersey Narrows & North Wirral Foreshore pSPA / pRamsar 

Water Pollution - hydrology, 
visitors and commuters 

Disturbance - increased 
disturbance by greater people 
movement 

Physical loss through land-claim 
and development 

Physical damage caused by 
navigation capital and 
maintenance dredging 

Agricultural requirements 

Toxic and non-toxic 
contamination and biological 
disturbance by wildfowling 
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European Sites Described 5 

Liverpool Bay pSPA 

Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental conditions to 
support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Liverpool pSPA covering 197,505 
ha in offshore waters adjacent to Lancashire, Blackpool, Sefton, 
Wirral, Flintshire, Denbighshire, Conwy, Gwynedd, Anglesey 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: The Liverpool Bay pSPA is a 
maritime site located in the south-eastern region of the northern 
part of the Irish Sea bordering northern England and north 
Wales, and running as a broad arc from Rossall Point near 
Fleetwood, Lancashire in the north, to Moelfre on the north-east 
coast of Anglesey at the most westerly extent. Large areas of 
muddy sand stretch from Rossall Point to the Ribble Estuary, 
and sand predominates in the remaining areas, with a 
concentrated area of gravelly sand off the Mersey Estuary and 
a number of prominent sandbanks off the English and Welsh 
coasts. The site extends up to approximately 20km from the 
shoreline most of the area of the pSPA site is relatively shallow 

Source NE Data Disc 
2009: Nationally 
important populations 
of over-wintering 
red-throated diver 
(Annex 1) and 
common scoter 
(migratory species); 
Regularly supports 
more than 20,000 
waterfowl during 
non-breeding season 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Avoidance 
of pollution; Control of fishing and 
dredging; Maintenance of uninterrupted 
views; Limited disturbance to birds 
(common scoter rely on shallow, sandy 
sediments for winter food supply and 
activities that alter sediments or increase 
turbidity such as increased boat activity, 
could adversely affect this species).  A 
2km exclusion zone around scoter 
feeding sites (submerged sandbanks) is 
therefore recommended; No physical 
constraints to managed realignment if 
required in response to coastal squeeze; 
Maintenance of natural sedimentation 

Water Pollution - hydrology, 
visitors and commuters 

Disturbance - increased 
disturbance by greater 
people movement 

Physical loss through 
land-claim and development 

Physical damage caused by 
navigation capital and 
maintenance dredging 

Agricultural requirements 
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Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Key environmental conditions to 
support integrity of site 

Qualifying features Site Names & Details, Condition and Objectives 

5European Sites Described 

water up to 20m deep. The tidal currents throughout the pSPA 
are generally weak, which combined with a relatively large tidal 
range facilitates the deposition of sediments. 

Source NE Data Disc 2009: Liverpool Bay qualifies for SPA 
status because it regularly supports (Webb et al. 2004a) 
important populations of red-throated diver Gavia stellata (Annex 
I species; EC 1992b) and common scoter Melanitta nigra, and 
>20,000 waterfowl during the non-breeding season, which is a 
potential qualification as a Ramsar Site (Criterion 5 regarding 
Article 2 of the Ramsar Convention). Other species that might 
be included, as they may occur in numbers of national 
importance are: great crested grebe; common eider Somateria 
mollissima; red-breasted merganser Mergus serrator; cormorant; 
and little gull Larus minutes (from Webb et al. 2004b) 

Table 10 Liverpool Bay pSPA 

patterns; Maintenance of supporting 
habitats (tidal sandbanks and subtidal 
coral reefs); Control of non-native 
species. 

Toxic and non-toxic 
contamination and biological 
disturbance by wildfowling 
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Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

6 Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Potential Effects 

The potential effects of the policies on the sites are shown in the following table.  Readers should note the traffic light meanings below and their 
scoring for potential significance. The section following this one summarises the potential significant effects. 

Green: Little likelihood of impact with low levels of potential significance - policy writers noted issues for policy development 

Amber: Minor impacts with some level of potential significance - policy writers noted issues for policy development 

Red: Impact potentially highly significant - policy writers noted and sought to maximise mitigation opportunities in final draft 

South Pennine Moors SAC & SPAs 

Commuters and Visitors 
from Stockport causing 
disturbance: potential 
sources of disturbance 
include heather burning, 
vehicles, stock, dogs and 
walkers especially from April 
to mid-July.  Disturbance 
caused by predation and the 
effects on the qualifying bird 
species is an area that 
requires further 
assessment. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities and climate change promotes development 
methodologies that respect environmental protection needs.  Design standard promotion aims to 
manage traffic levels in the borough and therefore the impacts of disturbance. 

Providing a Decent Home: no direct impact on the site in terms of disturbance from house building 
in Stockport.  Policy structure directs use of previously developed land therefore there is limited 
likelihood of major housing developments in the east of the Borough and associated increase in 
numbers of visitors. 

Accommodating Economic Development (including town centre development): overall aim is to 
reduce the need to travel out of the Borough for work, thereby reducing traffic in surrounding areas 
such as the Pennines. Tourism promotion could have impact but Core Strategy objective is to 
promote sustainable transport policy. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Access to services: increase in access to services locally in Stockport could reduce the levels of 
traffic in the area generally, therefore limited direct impact perceived in terms of Disturbance. 
Improvement of access to Stockport's cultural attractions could increase movement of traffic through 
the Site areas also accessing Airport and points west. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: provision of local green infrastructure in Stockport and 
protection of local environment improves surrounding areas to European site - no direct impact 
from these activities. 

Transport: intention to encourage sustainable modes of transport locally could reduce traffic through 
peaks, however delivery of the the SEMMMS Relief Road could have major impacts in terms of 
increasing traffic levels around the Site and surrounding areas with associated air and water quality 
impacts, with further potential impacts on soil quality.  Dependent on delivery of SEMMMS and the 
quality of its EIA. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities and climate change - the policies aim to mitigate 
climate change impacts and encourage design standards which mitigate impacts of development. 

Providing a Decent Home: new build in the east of the Borough could be within site of key bird 
habitats, however no major development would be likely to take place under these objectives outside 
of existing centres, and not without requirement of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), also 
within the constraints of Green Belt. 

Access to Services: no significant impact perceived in terms of access to services as provision 
would usually centre on existing developments and major developments would be subject to EIA. 

Landscape change - new 
species impact: Golden 
plover require views over 
200m.  Short-eared owl 
require views over 1km.  At 
least 80% of current 
moorland area (and all 
flatter plateaux) open, e.g. 
without new walls or trees. 
New fences only where 
essential for conservation 
land management.  Some 
loss of view to trees and 
shrubs, acceptable in low 
density breeding areas to 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

benefit other bird and 
habitat interests. 

Food availability and new 
species impact - via 
hydrological, air mass 
movement, visitors and 
proximity: small birds - pipits 
to waders and moths are 
important for merlin.  Mice, 
shrews, voles and birds 
pipits to waders are 
important for short-eared 
owl.  Earthworm, 
leatherjackets, beetles, 
spiders are important for 
golden plover. 

Accommodating Economic Development: new build in the east of the Borough maybe within site 
of short-eared owl habitats, however no major development would be likely to take place under 
these objectives, and not without requirement of EIA. Stockport Town Centre: no significant impact 
and encouragement of town centre development keeps new development away from site proximity. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: no significant impact and promotion of this objective 
can assist with maintaining these habitats, also offers potential management of planting and 
landscaping regimes in the Borough, reducing impact of 'inappropriate' species use. 

Transport: little direct significant impact with reduction of traffic levels locally assisting with reduction, 
however SEMMMS delivery could cause traffic increase. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change - these policies promote design 
standards which aim to protect biodiversity where feasible.  Majority of planned development in 
Stockport is to the west of the Borough, however some development in the east with potential to 
impact if delivered inappropriately. 

Providing a Decent Home: little direct impact on site if policy of development concentrated around 
existing centres is followed, however some development in the east of the Borough around Marple, 
which would be constrained by Green Belt requirements. 

Access to Services: little potential direct impact on site if policy of concentrating services around 
existing areas is followed, with Marple the closest District Centre. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Accommodating Economic Development: little potential of direct impact on site if policy of 
development around existing centres is followed, with closest centre Marple. Stockport Town Centre 
prioritisation reduces risk of direct impact on site and could ensure potential development impact 
is concentrated away from site. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: improved local environment could benefit neighbouring 
habitats in terms of biodiversity and population size, increasing availability of food species 

Transport: Delivery of SEMMMS could impact on the sites in terms of potential for damage to food 
species for predators, if not undertaken with adequate EIA.  Encouragement of sustainable transport 
delivery mitigates general potential traffic impacts on sites. 

No significant impact for any of the identified pathways due to distance from Site. Erosion of bog via 
hydrological and site 
visitors: erosion is a natural 
feature of blanket mires, 
particularly marginal fretting 
on breaks of slope. 
However where natural 
erosion is exacerbated by 
e.g. heavy livestock grazing 
or hot fires or use of 
vehicles, the mire will not be 
in favourable condition, 
except where such erosion 
is very localised in nature. 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Inappropriate grazing levels 
on bog area / upland heath 
area / sub-montane dry 
dwarf-shrub. Northern 
Atlantic wet heaths with 
Erica tetralix 

Hydrological, air mass 
movement, visitors and 
species migration 
composition of non-native 
and native species which 
negatively impact on the 
native species present. 

No significant impact for any of the identified pathways due to no direct management impact of 
Strategy. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities and climate change - promotion of design 
standards supports protection and enhancement of biodiversity 

Providing a Decent Home: potential for new development to incorporate planting which is 
inappropriate in terms of native species promotion. 

Access to Services: little potential direct impact on Site if policy of concentrating services around 
existing areas is followed and native planting regimes are maintained. 

Accommodating Economic Development: potential for new development to incorporate inappropriate 
planting in terms of non-native species, however climate change policies promote design standards 
which seek to mitigate this. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: promotion of native species should ensure that other 
potentially impacting pathways are mitigated. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Transport: potential for vehicle movement from Stockport to Site could potentially transport non-native 
species, however efforts to reduce levels of non-native planting as well as traffic movement should 
mitigate this minimal risk.  SEMMMS delivery could cause damage if not delivered to appropriate 
EIA requirements. 

Little significant impact directly on the site from any pathway and form of development. Habitat loss - site 
management issue 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities and climate change - policies aim to enhance 
air quality in the Borough through reduced emissions 

Atmospheric pollution from 
air mass movements 

Providing a Decent Home: new housing development could increase carbon and other emissions, 
in terms of non-sustainable transport options and poor energy design, if not delivered to design 
standards laid out in climate change policies. 

Access to Services: travel by private car to services could increase emissions, however policies 
promote sustainable options 

Accommodating Economic Development: inappropriate business development and tourism 
movements could increase emissions in terms of poor building design and increased private car 
use. Stockport Town Centre development would be of little significant impact - increased employment 
in the Borough could reduce the number of out commuters and reduce emissions. Tourism promotion 
could have impact on Sites in terms of visitor number increases and associated issues, but Core 
Strategy objective is to promote sustainable transport policy. 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: potential to improve building design and reduce 
emissions, also improve green infrastructure promoting sustainable transport modes 

Transport: delivery of SEMMMS could result in increased emissions through displacement of existing 
high levels of traffic along the A6 to SEMMMS route, offsetting potential to reduce emissions through 
encouragement of sustainable transport modes 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities and climate change have policies which promote 
design standards which reduce water requirement of new development. 

Developments that have the 
potential to interfere with 
drainage patterns within the 
site - hydrological links 

Providing a Decent Home: delivery of more than 7,000 new houses could require higher water 
supply levels impacting on surrounding vulnerable areas such as the Site, particularly if delivered 
without appropriate design standards. 

Access to Services: new service inappropriate building design could have impact on water demand 
and supply. 

Accommodating Economic Development: inappropriate business development across the Borough 
could increase water supply requirements in terms of poor building design 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: potential to support climate change policies which 
promote building design ahead of Building Regulation changes and manage water demand in new 
developments reducing requirement.  Also aims to protect ground and surface waters locally 
reducing impact on hydrology of Site. 

Transport: if not delivered to adequate EIA requirements, SEMMMS delivery could have a potential 
significant impact in terms of damage to hydrology systems, despite policies potential to mitigate 
climate change severe weather events through emissions reduction Borough-wide. 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Table 11 South Pennine Moors SAC & SPAs 

Rochdale Canal SAC 

Core Strategy Policies: 
Potential Impacts 

Site impacts and their pathways 

Regional findings state that the canal has been subject to a major restoration scheme to open it up 
for full navigation from Manchester to Yorkshire. Monitoring of impact of future boat movements will 
be necessary.  Stockport canals link into this system via Manchester therefore limited potential to 
add to increased boat movement. 

Regional assessment found that the canal falls within the Mersey Basin area of search for a regional 
park. Dependent on selection of area, and proposed uses (e.g. leisure, tourism) there is potential for 
increased visitor pressure.  Stockport use of canals could have limited additional impact. 

Regional concerns over increased development and housing which could add to the general potential 
to lead to water pollution; water supply and shading issues both during and after construction and 
may increase risk of disturbance (tipping etc).  Stockport direct impacts are limited in significance 
due to distance from site, with pollution the greatest potential impact from development in the borough, 
through the pathway of local canals linking indirectly to Rochdale 

Limited significant impact 
through any of the 
potential pathways in 
terms of from the Core 
Strategy - see the Core 
Strategy impacts in 
tandem with other plans 
section where the issue of 
potential tourism 
promotion is tackled, 
including increased use of 
Stockport's canals which 
link to the Rochdale 
Canal. 

Potential Significance 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: 
Potential Impacts 

Site impacts and their pathways 

Increased use of the canal risks dewatering (due to increased lock use) - Stockport could have limited 
additional contribution to this through boat movements from the borough adding to this issue. 

Further use of canals in Stockport could potentially add to increased angling and boating pressure, 
with subsequent risk of dredging and increased moorings. 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Table 12 Rochdale Canal SAC 

Peak District Moors  SPA & Dales SAC 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

Developments that 
have the potential to 
interfere with 
drainage patterns 
within the site 
hydrological links 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities and climate change have policies which promote 
design standards which reduce water requirement of new development. 

Providing a Decent Home: delivery of more than 8,000 new houses, particularly if not to sustainable 
design standards, could require higher water supply levels impacting directly on the site as the River 
Goyt flows from parts of the site into Stockport. 

Access to Services: new service inappropriate building design could have impact on water demand and 
supply. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Introduction / 
invasion of 
non-native animal 
species resulting 
from inappropriate 
planting in Stockport 
moving through air 
and traffic/people 
movement 

Accommodating Economic Development: inappropriate business development across the Borough 
could increase water supply requirements in terms of poor building design 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: potential to support climate change policies which promote 
building design ahead of Building Regulation changes and manage water demand in new developments 
reducing requirement. 

Transport: SEMMMS delivery has potential for significant impact in terms of damage to hydrology 
systems, despite policies potential to mitigate climate change severe weather events through emissions 
reduction Borough-wide. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design standards 
which help to mitigate these impacts through improved environmental performance of development 

Providing a Decent Home: potential for new development to incorporate planting which is inappropriate 
in terms of native species promotion if not designed to standards.  Housing development in east and 
south of Borough is closest to Site. 

Access to Services: minor direct impact except for inappropriate development not to design standards 
in terms of planting. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Access to services: increase in access to services locally in Stockport could reduce the levels of traffic 
within the Borough.  However improved retail offer could increase visitor movement by private vehicle, 
particularly along the new SEMMMS route and associated roads, and from within Derbyshire, impacting 
directly on the site.  SEMMMS increases access levels to airport through the borough too, with potential 
for increased traffic through the Peaks and passing the Site 

Disturbance 
increased 
disturbance by 
greater people 
movement through 
commuting 
(particularly 
accessing the airport 
and M56/M60/A6 
corridors via the 
SEMMMS new link) 
and visitors 

Accommodating Economic Development: potential for new development to incorporate inappropriate 
planting in terms of non-native species if emerging policy is not applied. Town Centre priority could 
help to mitigate impact as further from site than some district centres, employment sites and potential 
housing developments. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: promotion of native species planting could ensure that 
other potentially impacting pathways are prevented. 

Transport: delivery of SEMMMS increases potential for vehicle movement from Stockport to pass Site 
which could potentially transport non-native species. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design standards 
which help to mitigate these impacts through encouraging more sustainable transport modes, especially 
for commuting.  However Airport development is a key economic driver for many other strategies - see 
combined effects. 

Providing a Decent Home: increased housing in the Borough could potentially reduce out commuting 
impacts, but could potentially also increase access by private car to more remote development sites, 
particularly around the SEMMMS 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Accommodating Economic Development: overall aim is to reduce the need to travel out of the Borough 
for work, thereby reducing traffic in surrounding areas too.  However improved office offer in Stockport 
Town Centre could increase commuting unless delivered in such a way as to promote sustainable 
modes. Tourism promotion could have impact but Core Strategy objective is to promote sustainable 
transport policy.  Use of SEMMMS as a commuter/visitor route, particularly to employment and use of 
the airport could impact directly on the site. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: provision of local green infrastructure in Stockport and 
protection of local environment improves Stockport element of surrounding areas to Sites but could be 
offset by delivery of SEMMMS and its proximity to Site 

Transport: delivery of SEMMMS has capacity to increase traffic movement on roads around the Site, 
especially to the airport, despite intention to encourage sustainable modes of transport locally aiming 
to reduce traffic. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies aim to enhance air quality 
in the Borough through reduced emissions, however SEMMMS delivery could result in increased 
transport emissions 

Atmospheric pollution 
from air mass 
movements 

Providing a Decent Home: new housing development could increase carbon and other emissions, in 
terms of non-sustainable transport options and poor energy design, if not delivered to design standards 
laid out in climate change policies. 

Access to Services: if policy not adhered to, travel by private car to services could increase emissions 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

Accommodating Economic Development: inappropriate business development and tourism movements 
could increase emissions in terms of poor building design and increased private car use. Stockport 
Town Centre development would be of little significant impact - increased employment in the Borough 
could reduce the number of out commuters and reduce emissions. Tourism promotion could have 
impact on Sites in terms of visitor number increases and associated issues, but Core Strategy objective 
is to promote sustainable transport policy. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: potential to improve building design and reduce emissions, 
also improve green infrastructure promoting sustainable transport modes 

Transport: delivery of SEMMMS could result in increased emissions through displacement of existing 
high levels of traffic along the A6 to SEMMMS route, offsetting potential to reduce emissions through 
encouragement of sustainable transport modes 

Little significant impact via potential pathways and no direct management of Site through Core Strategy. Habitat Loss - direct 
site management 

The Core Strategy is unlikely to have any impact from quarrying as such matters will be considered in 
a separate Minerals DPD to be undertaken at a Greater Manchester level, which will be subject to its 
own HRA/AA. 

Dust from quarrying 

Little likelihood of significant impact through potential pathways and Core Strategy has no direct impact 
on issue. 

Fishery management 
may adversely affect 
the freshwater 
features 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Shooting tenants Little likelihood of significant impact through potential pathways and Core Strategy has no direct impact 
may impact on the on issue. 
overall ecology of the 
woodland 

Table 13 Peak District Moors & Dales 

Rostherne Mere Ramsar 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

Habitat Loss 
hydrological pathways 

Eutrophication 
(nutrient enrichment) 
- hydological, air mass 
& migration 

Introduction / invasion 
of non-native animal 
species resulting from 
inappropriate planting 
in Stockport moving 
through hydrological, 
air and traffic/people 
movement 

Little significant impact via potential pathways and no direct management of Site through Core 
Strategy. 

Potential impacts from air and road traffic and development impacting on air quality and hydrology 
- see combined impacts issues with Greater Manchester.  In-commuting and airport traffic could 
potentially contribute to species migration and eutrophication issues. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design standards 
which help to mitigate these impacts through improved environmental performance of development 

Providing a Decent Home: potential for new development to incorporate planting which is inappropriate 
in terms of native species promotion if not designed to standards. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Access to Services: little direct impact except for inappropriate development not to design standards 
in terms of planting. 

Accommodating Economic Development: potential for new development to incorporate inappropriate 
planting in terms of non-native species if emerging policy is not applied. Town Centre priority could 
have impact as closer to site than most parts of borough. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: promotion of native species planting could ensure that 
other potentially impacting pathways are prevented. 

Transport:  SEMMMS increases potential for vehicle movement from Stockport to pass Site which 
could potentially transport non-native species, however efforts to reduce levels of non-native planting 
as well as traffic movement could mitigate this risk. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design standards 
which help to mitigate these impacts through improved environmental performance of development 

Providing a Decent Home: delivery of housing could require higher water supply levels, especially if 
not delivered to design standards 

Developments have 
the potential to 
interfere with the 
drainage patterns 
within the site via 
hydrological pathways 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Access to Services: new service inappropriate building design could have impact on water demand 
and supply. 

Accommodating Economic Development: inappropriate business development could increase water 
supply requirements in terms of poor building design 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: potential to improve building design and manage water 
demand in new developments reducing requirement 

Transport: SEMMMS delivery could impact on local hydrology with a significant impact despite 
potential for other policies to mitigate climate change severe weather events through emissions 
reduction. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design standards 
which help to mitigate these impacts through encouraging more sustainable transport modes, 
especially for commuting. 

Providing a Decent Home: increased housing in the Borough could potentially reduce out commuting 
impacts 

Disturbance 
increased disturbance 
by greater people 
movement through 
commuting 
(particularly along the 
M56, M60 and M6 
routes) and visitors 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and 
their pathways 

Access to services: increase in access to services locally in Stockport could reduce the levels of 
traffic outside the Borough particularly reducing traffic on M56.  However improved retail offer could 
increase traffic along M56 etc. 

Accommodating Economic Development: overall aim is to reduce the need to travel out of the Borough 
for work, thereby reducing traffic in surrounding areas such as M56, however improved office offer 
in Stockport Town Centre could increase commuting unless delivered in such a way as to promote 
sustainable modes. Tourism promotion could have impact but Core Strategy objective is to promote 
sustainable transport policy. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: provision of local green infrastructure in Stockport and 
protection of local environment improves Stockport element of surrounding areas to Sites 

Transport: delivery of SEMMMS has capacity to increase traffic movement especially along M56 to 
access new route and Airport, despite intention to encourage sustainable modes of transport locally 
which could reduce traffic. 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Table 14 Rostherne Mere Ramsar 

Midland Meres and Mosses Ramsar Phase 1 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Eutrophication (nutrient Potential significant impacts from air and road traffic and development impacting on air quality and 
enrichment)  hydology - see combined impacts issues with Greater Manchester.  In-commuting and airport traffic 
hydological, air mass & could potentially contribute to species migration and eutrophication issues. 
migration 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Introduction / invasion of 
non-native animal 
species resulting from 
inappropriate planting in 
Stockport moving 
through hydrological, air 
and traffic/people 
movement 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design standards 
which help to mitigate these impacts through improved environmental performance of development 

Providing a Decent Home: potential for new development to incorporate planting which is inappropriate 
in terms of native species promotion, limited due to distance. 

Access to Services: little direct impact except for inappropriate development not to design standards 
in terms of planting. 

Accommodating Economic Development: potential for new development to incorporate inappropriate 
planting in terms of non-native species if emerging policy is not applied. Town Centre priority could 
have impact as closer to site than most parts of borough. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: promotion of native species could ensure that other 
potentially impacting pathways are limited. 

Transport:  SEMMMS increases potential for vehicle movement from Stockport to pass Site which 
could potentially transport non-native species, however efforts to reduce levels of non-native planting 
as well as traffic movement could mitigate this risk. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Water pollution via 
hydrological links, air, 
people and traffic 
movements 

Developments that have 
the potential to interfere 
with drainage patterns 
within the site 
hydrological links 

Risk of contamination from Stockport development via hydrological links of rivers, traffic via established 
and new roads and air traffic.  See combined risks section for further issues. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change have policies which promote 
design standards which reduce water requirement of new development. 

Providing a Decent Home: delivery of more than 7,000 new houses could require higher water supply 
levels impacting on surrounding vulnerable areas such as the Site, particularly if delivered without 
appropriate design standards. 

Access to Services: new service inappropriate building design could have impact on water demand 
and supply. 

Accommodating Economic Development: inappropriate business development across the Borough 
could increase water supply requirements in terms of poor building design 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: potential to support climate change policies which 
promote building design ahead of Building Regulation changes and manage water demand in new 
developments reducing requirement.  Also aims to protect ground and surface waters locally reducing 
impact on hydrology of Site. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Transport: if not delivered to adequate EIA requirements, SEMMMS delivery could have a potential 
impact in terms of contributing to damage to hydrology systems, despite policies potential to mitigate 
climate change severe weather events through emissions reduction Borough-wide. 

Little significant impact directly on the site from any pathway and form of development. Habitat loss - site 
management issue 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design standards 
which help to mitigate these impacts through encouraging more sustainable transport modes, 
especially for commuting. 

Disturbance - increased 
disturbance by greater 
people movement 
through commuting 
(particularly along the 

Providing a Decent Home: increased housing in the Borough could potentially reduce out commuting 
impacts 

M56, M60 and M6 
routes) and visitors 

Access to services: increase in access to services locally in Stockport could reduce the levels of 
traffic outside the Borough particularly reducing traffic on M56.  However improved retail offer could 
increase traffic along M56 etc. 

Accommodating Economic Development: overall aim is to reduce the need to travel out of the 
Borough for work, thereby reducing traffic in surrounding areas such as M56, however improved 
office offer in Stockport Town Centre could increase commuting unless delivered in such a way as 
to promote sustainable modes. Tourism promotion could have impact but Core Strategy objective 
is to promote sustainable transport policy. 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: provision of local green infrastructure in Stockport and 
protection of local environment improves Stockport element of surrounding areas to Sites 

Transport: delivery of SEMMMS has capacity to increase traffic movement along M56 to access 
new route and Airport, despite intention to encourage sustainable modes of transport locally which 
could reduce traffic. 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Table 15 Midland Meres and Mosses Ramsar Phase 1 

Rixton Clay Pits SAC 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Conflict between Very low risk of significant impacts as Core Strategy has no direct input to Site management. 
grassland management 
and newt management 

Habitat loss - site Little significant impact directly on the site from any pathway and form of development. 
management issue 

Disturbance - increased Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design 
disturbance by greater standards which help to mitigate these impacts through encouraging more sustainable transport 
people movement modes, especially for commuting.
 
through commuting
 
(particularly along the
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Providing a Decent Home: increased housing in the Borough could potentially reduce out commuting 
impacts 

Access to services: increase in access to services locally in Stockport could reduce the levels of 
traffic outside the Borough.  However improved retail offer could increase traffic movements around 
the Borough attracting non-resident visitors using private vehicle option. 

Accommodating Economic Development: overall aim is to reduce the need to travel out of the 
Borough for work, thereby reducing traffic in surrounding areas, however improved office offer in 
Stockport Town Centre could increase commuting unless delivered in such a way as to promote 
sustainable modes. Tourism promotion could have impact but Core Strategy objective is to promote 
sustainable transport policy. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: provision of local green infrastructure in Stockport and 
protection of local environment improves Stockport element of surrounding areas to Sites 

Transport: traffic accessing airport could add to impacts which could be exacerbated by increased 
traffic levels due to SEMMMS delivery, despite intention to encourage sustainable modes of transport 
locally which could reduce traffic.  See combined impacts section. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies promote design 
standards which help to mitigate these impacts through improved environmental performance of 
development 

M60 and M6 routes) and 
visitors 

Introduction / invasion of 
non-native animal 
species resulting from 
inappropriate planting in 
Stockport moving 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their 
pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

through hydrological, air 
and traffic/people 
movement 

Providing a Decent Home: potential for new development to incorporate planting which is 
inappropriate in terms of native species promotion, limited due to distance. 

Access to Services: little direct impact except for inappropriate development not to design standards 
in terms of planting. 

Accommodating Economic Development: potential for new development to incorporate inappropriate 
planting in terms of non-native species if emerging policy is not applied. 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: promotion of native species could ensure that other 
potentially impacting pathways are limited. 

Transport:  SEMMMS increases potential for vehicle movement around Borough increasing potential 
of bringing in non-native species, however efforts to reduce levels of non-native planting in Stockport, 
as well as reduced traffic movement could mitigate this risk. 

Table 16 Rixton Clay Pits SAC 
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Manchester Mosses SAC 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their pathways 

Erosion of bog via hydrological and site 
visitors: erosion is a natural feature of blanket 
mires, particularly marginal fretting on breaks 
of slope.  However where natural erosion is 
exacerbated by e.g. heavy livestock grazing 
or hot fires or use of vehicles, the mire will 
not be in favourable condition, except where 
such erosion is very localised in nature. 

Atmospheric pollution from air mass 
movements 

Very low risk of significant impact for any of the identified pathways due to distance 
from Site.  However potential for combined impacts - see section. 

Sustainable Development: addressing inequalities & climate change policies aim to 
enhance air quality in the Borough through reduced emissions 

Providing a Decent Home: new housing development could increase carbon and 
other emissions, in terms of non-sustainable transport options and poor energy 
design, if not delivered to design standards laid out in climate change policies. 

Access to Services: if policy not adhered to, travel by private car to services could 
increase emissions 

Accommodating Economic Development: inappropriate business development and 
tourism movements could increase emissions in terms of poor building design and 
increased private car use. Stockport Town Centre development would be of little 
significant impact - increased employment in the Borough could reduce the number 
of out commuters and reduce emissions. Tourism promotion may have limited 
impact on Sites in terms of visitor number increases and associated issues, but Core 
Strategy objective is to promote sustainable transport policy. 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their pathways 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Safeguarding & Improving the Environment: potential to improve building design 
and reduce emissions, also improve green infrastructure promoting sustainable 
transport modes 

Transport: delivery of SEMMMS could result in combined increased emissions 
through potential increased traffic around the road system, partiuclarly people 
accessing the Airport - air traffic emissions could impact. 

Limited capacity for policies to impact on hydrology of site - risk associated with 
combined impacts of housing and other development delivery 

Highly unlikely risk as Site distant from Borough 

Limited capacity for delivery of housing in Stockport to directly impact on groundwater, 
however combined impacts of housing and other development in this sub-region 
and beyond could have impact - see combined effects. 

Table 17 Manchester Mosses SAC 

Drainage particularly from boundary ditches 
- hydrology 

Scrub invasion 

Impacts on groundwater, such as water 
abstraction, mineral extraction and waste 
management (landfill) via hydrological 
pathways 
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Mersey Estuary SPA & Ramsar 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their pathways 

Water Pollution - hydrology, visitors and 
commuters 

Policies and development have risk of impacting on the water quality of the 
Mersey river which flows in its early stages through Stockport, including the 
town centre where most development is planned to occur.  Climate Change 
and Safeguard the Environment policies support other policy areas to deliver 
using best practice approaches to protecting the environment.  Risk of impact 
is linked to delivery of policies.  It should be noted that the Mersey merges 
with the Manchester Ship Canal for part of its course towards Liverpool, 
therefore any potential impacts in Stockport will be exacerbated by this factor. 
Visitors and commuters to and from Stockport to the area will be encouraged 
by policies in Stockport to travel sustainably. 

There is limited risk to the Site directly by Stockport visitors - the risk increases 
in combination with other plans - see section. 

Disturbance - increased disturbance by greater 
people movement 

Very limited risk of direct significant impact likely via the established pathways 
due to the distance of Stockport from the Site and the fact that Stockport's 
Core Strategy does not have direct management of Site. 

Physical loss through land-claim and 
development 

Physical damage caused by navigation capital 
and maintenance dredging 

Agricultural requirements 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their pathways 

Toxic and non-toxic contamination and biological 
disturbance by wildfowling 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Table 18 Mersey Estuary SPA & Ramsar 

Mersey Narrows & North Wirral Foreshore pSPA / pRamsar 

Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their pathways 

Water Pollution - hydrology, visitors and 
commuters 

Policies and development have risk of impacting on the water quality of the 
Mersey river which flows in its early stages through Stockport, including the 
town centre where most development is planned to occur.  Climate Change 
and Safeguard the Environment policies support other policy areas to deliver 
using best practice approaches to protecting the environment.  Risk of impact 
is linked to delivery of policies.  It should be noted that the Mersey merges 
with the Manchester Ship Canal for part of its course towards Liverpool, 
therefore any potential impacts in Stockport will be exacerbated by this factor. 
Visitors and commuters to and from Stockport to the area will be encouraged 
by policies in Stockport to travel sustainably. 

There is limited risk to the Site directly by Stockport visitors - the risk increases 
in combination with other plans - see section. 

Disturbance - increased disturbance by greater 
people movement 

Very limited risk of direct significant impact likely via the established pathways 
due to the distances and the fact that Stockport's Core Strategy does not have 
direct management of Site. 

Physical loss through land-claim and 
development 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their pathways 

Physical damage caused by navigation capital 
and maintenance dredging 

Agricultural requirements 

Toxic and non-toxic contamination and biological 
disturbance by wildfowling 

6Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 

Table 19 Mersey Narrows & North Wirral Foreshore pSPA / pRamsar 

Liverpool Bay pSPA 

Potential Significance Site impacts and their pathways Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts 

Water Pollution - hydrology, visitors and commuters Policies and development have risk of impacting on the water 
quality of the Mersey river which flows in its early stages through 
Stockport, including the town centre where most development 
is planned to occur.  Climate Change and Safeguard the 
Environment 

There is limited risk to the Site directly by Stockport visitors - the 
risk increases in combination with other plans - see section. 

Disturbance - increased disturbance by greater people 
movement 
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Potential Significance Core Strategy Policies: Potential Impacts Site impacts and their pathways 

Very limited risk of direct significant impact likely via the 
established pathways due to the distances and the fact that 

Physical loss through land-claim and development 

Stockport's Core Strategy does not have direct management of 
Site. 

Physical damage caused by navigation capital and 
maintenance dredging 

Agricultural requirements 

Toxic and non-toxic contamination and biological 
disturbance by wildfowling 

Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Table 20 Liverpool Bay pSPA 

Potential Significant Effects 

Potentially significant effects were noted by policy writers around the following sites. These are aspects which have a red traffic light marker 
from the assessment process.  Potential mitigation of these effects is summarised at the end of this section. 

Peak District Moors & Dales 

This is one of the closer Sites with the Goyt river flowing from the Dales Sites into the Borough.  It should be noted that river valleys do provide 
opportunities for species to migrate upstream, which could potentially impact on the Sites. 

The following issues may be of significance in terms of development in the Borough: 
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Water Quality & Supply: development could have impacts on water levels and quality, particularly the high levels of housing development 
which would require additional water supplied over and above current levels.  Also this could create further hard surfacing which could 
contribute to flooding and pollution. The relief road delivery could also increase the levels of road surface water run off with associated levels 
of pollutants. 
Biodiversity: inappropriate landscaping and planting in new gardens on housing developments or alongside new roads in particular could 
be of concern in terms of migration of non-native plant species. 
Disturbance: housing delivery will create further communities which may wish to access the site directly for recreation, especially where it 
is relatively close to new housing delivery; access to services could increase levels of traffic in the Borough increasing traffic impacts in 
surrounding areas such as the Site; economic growth aims could also increase traffic levels; delivery of a new relief road could increase 
traffic levels near to and through the Site. 
Emissions: delivery of the relief road could potentially increase borough traffic emissions as more cars make use of the route. 

Rostherne Mere 

Lying westward of Stockport, close to the main road networks around Greater Manchester, commuters and visitors to Stockport using the motorway 
networks and the rail networks could potentially impact in the following ways: 

Water Levels & Quality: impacts from delivery of increased housing and associated water needs, as well as the Relief Road could result in 
impacts on water quality from increased run off, but also water levels in the area through hard surfaces impacting on evapotranspiration and 
water flow rates to the watershed. 
Disturbance: from increased traffic on the new relief road and also surrounding road systems as a result. 

Midland Meres & Mosses 

Lying close to Rostherne Mere these sites are also close to the road and rail networks and have the same potentially significant effects results 
as above. 

South Pennine Moors 

These Sites lie to the north and east of the Borough and are the closest in proximity in the southern elements of their area.  Road routes link to 
the M60 ring road route passing through Stockport. The following impacts are of potential significance: 

Disturbance: delivery of the relief roads could increase traffic levels and access to the Site resulting in direct disturbance to the Site areas. 
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Potential Effects of the Core Strategy 6 

Emissions: increased traffic levels from the relief road delivery and potential associated increase in traffic levels on other routes could impact 
on the Site. 
Water Levels & Quality: the level of new housing required could impact on drainage patterns surrounding the Site, with run off from the new 
relief road potentially creating pollution issues. 
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Other Sites & Impacts 

All of the Sites have registered some Amber markers which have been considered by policy writers, in terms of potential impacts, despite their 
lower levels of significance.  Development need for water and other resources, together with the potential for that development to increase levels 
of disturbance and potential inappropriate planting were noted.  Emissions from development were considered, particularly where the pathways 
are more direct. 

Mitigation 

It should be noted that during this Screening Exercise the findings have informed the development of policy. The Overarching Principles of 
Sustainable Development aim to ensure that development is delivered in the most resource efficient, environmentally friendly way. The climate 
change policies aim to manage the carbon emissions within the Borough, whilst other policy areas seek to reflect this approach, ensuring 
accessibility is a key issue, thereby promoting sustainable transport options.  In particular the policies recommend consideration of sustainable 
design standards such as Code for Sustainable Homes which would go some way to mitigating these concerns. 

The SEMMMS Relief Road will be subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment of its own, seeking to minimise environmental impacts and 
maximise the opportunities to improve aspects of the natural environment. The Sustainability Appraisal Report for Stockport's Core Strategy 
recommends consideration of the CEEQUAL standard in delivering the SEMMMS, similar to the development approach used on the Blackbrook 
Diversion Scheme near St Helens(6) . 

Blackbrook Diversion Scheme: www.ceequal.com/awards_034.htm 6 

http://www.ceequal.com/awards_034.htm
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7 Potential Effects of Other Plans & Projects in Conjunction with the Core Strategy
 

Potential Effects 

Potential for 
Significant 
impact on Sites 
in conjunction 
with Core 
Strategy? 

Issues for HRA in conjunction with Core 
Strategy via pathyways as identified for 
Core Strategy 

Relevant Objectives Other Plans & Policies for 
consideration 

(Bern) Convention on the 
Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural 
Habitats 

Convention on Biological 
Diversity 1992 (Translated 
in UK by National 
Biodiversity Action Plan) 

The Strategic 
Environmental Assessment 
Directive: 2001/42/EC on 
the assessment of the 
effects of certain plans and 
programmes on the 
environment 

Directive 92/43/EEC on the 
Conservation of Natural 
Habitats and Wild Fauna 
and Flora (Habitats 
Directive) 

Conserve wildlife, flora and fauna, and their natural habitats, 
especially where co-operation of states is required.  Particular 
emphasis is given to endangered species.  Each contracting party 
undertakes in it's planning and development policies to have regard 
for conservation. 

Protection of biodiversity using sustainable development principles 

Legislation from the European Commission regarding the 
assessment of plans and programmes. Translated through 
planning guidance and national legislation. 

This is the means by which the Community meets its obligations 
as a signatory of the Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention). The Directive 
applies to the UK and to its overseas territory of Gibraltar. The 
provisions of the Directive require Member States to introduce a 
range of measures including the protection of species listed in the 

Policies should seek to ensure maintenance 
of wildlife and habitats. 

Supports environmental protection 

HRA part of process 

HRA requirement 
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Potential for 
Significant 
impact on Sites 
in conjunction 
with Core 
Strategy? 

Issues for HRA in conjunction with Core 
Strategy via pathyways as identified for 
Core Strategy 

Relevant Objectives Other Plans & Policies for 
consideration 

Annexes; to undertake surveillance of habitats and species and 
produce a report every six years on the implementation of the 
Directive. 

7Potential Effects of Other Plans & Projects in Conjunction with the Core Strategy 

Birds Directive: Council 
Directive 79/409/EEC on 
the conservation of wild 
birds 

Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands of international 
importance 1971 

European Convention on 
Landscape 

Water Framework Directive 
2000 / Priority Substances 
2001/ Groundwater 
Directive 2006 

The Directive provides a framework for the conservation and 
management of, and human interactions with, wild birds in Europe. 
It sets broad objectives for a wide range of activities, although the 
precise legal mechanisms for their achievement are at the 
discretion of each Member State (in the UK delivery is via several 
different statutes).  Mainly maintenance of protected sites. 

Protects wetlands of international importance 

Promotes the protection, management and planning of European 
Landscapes and sets great store on identifying and assessing 
landscapes, to set landscape quality objectives which protect, 
manage and develop locally distinct landscape areas. 

Improve and integrate the way water bodies are managed 
throughout Europe; achieve good chemical & ecological status in 
inland & coastal waters. 

HRA element 

Considerations of Borough's impacts on 
sites outside of the Borough, but along a 
potential pathway 

Landscape identification reflected in policies 
and appraisal 

Potential of developments to pollute water 
bodies mitigated by proposed policies for 
Core Strategy to protect water courses 
which reflect UK strategy 
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Potential for 
Significant 
impact on Sites 
in conjunction 
with Core 
Strategy? 

Issues for HRA in conjunction with Core 
Strategy via pathyways as identified for 
Core Strategy 

Relevant Objectives Other Plans & Policies for 
consideration 

Potential Effects of Other Plans & Projects in Conjunction with the Core Strategy 7 

European Environment 
Agency Report: Impacts of 
Europe's Changing Climate 
- 2008 indicator based 
assessment 

European Biodiversity 
Strategy 

Guiding Principles for the 
Sustainable Spatial 
Development of the 
European Continent (ESDP) 
(2000) 

A Sustainable Future in Our 
Hands: EU Sustainable 
Development Strategy 2006 

The report presents past and projected climate change and impacts 
in Europe by means of about 40 indicators and identifies sectors 
and regions most vulnerable with a high need for adaptation. The 
report covers the following indicator categories: atmosphere and 
climate, cryosphere, marine biodiversity and ecosystems, water 
quantity (including river floods and droughts), freshwater quality 
and biodiversity, terrestrial ecosystems and biodiversity, soil, 
agriculture and forestry, human health. 

Conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity; Sharing 
of benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources; 
Research, identification, monitoring and exchange of information; 
Education, training and awareness. 

Promote territorial cohesion through a more balanced social and 
economic development of regions and improved competitiveness: 
Encourage development generated by urban functions and 
improving the relationship between town and countryside; 
Promoting more balanced accessibility; Develop access to 
information and knowledge; Reduce environmental damage; 
Enhance and protect natural resources and the natural heritage; 
Enhance the cultural heritage as a factor for development; Develop 
energy resources while maintaining safety; Encourage high quality 
sustainable tourism; Limit the impacts of natural disaster. 

Seven Key Challenges: climate change & clean energy; sustainable 
transport; sustainable consumption & production; conservation & 
management of natural resources; public health; social inclusion, 
demography and migration; global poverty. 

Evidence for Core Strategy to address 
climate change - beneficial to Sites 

Supports environmental protection 

Supports environmental protection 

Protection of natural resources element 
includes biodiversity 
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Potential for 
Significant 
impact on Sites 
in conjunction 
with Core 
Strategy? 

Issues for HRA in conjunction with Core 
Strategy via pathyways as identified for 
Core Strategy 

Relevant Objectives Other Plans & Policies for 
consideration 

7Potential Effects of Other Plans & Projects in Conjunction with the Core Strategy 

EU Sixth Environmental 
Action Programme (2002) 
Environment 2010: Our 
Future, Our Choice 

UK Sustainable 
Development Strategy 
Securing the Future 

UK Planning Act 2008 

Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 
(NERC) 2006 - Local 
Authority Biodiversity Duty 
of Care 

Five Strategic Priorities: Improve the implementation of existing 
legislation; Integrating environmental concerns into other policies; 
Encouraging the market to work for the environment; Empowering 
citizens and changing behaviour; Greening land use planning and 
management decisions.  Four Priority Actions: Tackling climate 
change; Nature and biodiversity – protecting a unique resource; 
Environment and health; Sustainable use of natural resources and 
management of wastes. 

Four priority areas are identified for immediate action: Sustainable 
production and consumption; Climate change and energy; Natural 
resource protection and environmental enhancement; Sustainable 
communities. 

Introduces a new system for nationally significant infrastructure 
planning, alongside further reforms to the town and country 
planning system and the introduction of a Community Infrastructure 
Levy; a duty on councils to take action on climate change in their 
development plans; and to have regard to the desirability of 
achieving good design; enabling powers to empower local councils 
to apply a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) on new 
developments in their areas to support infrastructure delivery; 

From 1 October 2006, all local authorities and other public 
authorities in England and Wales have a Duty to have regard to 
the conservation of biodiversity in exercising their functions. The 
duty aims to raise the profile and visibility of biodiversity, to clarify 
existing commitments with regard to biodiversity, and to make it a 
natural and integral part of policy and decision making. The Duty 
is set out in Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural 

Supports environmental protection 

All priorities support environmental 
protection 

Core Strategy should reflect infrastructure 
issues, address climate change and 
consider potential use of CIL 

Policies for protection, conservation and 
enhancement of biodiversity.  Improvements 
through planning gain and mitigation. 
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Communities Act (NERC) 2006, and states that: “Every public 
authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as 
is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the 
purpose of conserving biodiversity 

To improve carbon management and help the transition towards 
a low carbon economy in the UK 

To increase the diversity of our electricity mix, improve the reliability 
of our energy supplies and help lower carbon emissions from the 
electricity sector; enabling the Government to offer financial support 
for low-carbon electricity generation in projects up to 5MW. The 
aim is that generators will receive a guaranteed payment for 
generating low-carbon electricity; allowing the Secretary of State 
to establish a financial support programme for renewable heat 
generated from large industrial sites down to individual households. 

UK Climate Change Act 
2008 

UK Energy Act 2008 

Renewable energy and low carbon 
technology targets are reflected in proposed 
building regulations changes.  Need to 
establish evidence and support for any 
intention to bring targets ahead of 
Government timetable.  Identification of 
appropriate sites for renewable energy 
opportunities. 

Core Strategy needs to reflect the drivers at 
national and regional level supporting a low 
carbon approach however delivery of large 
energy generation sites could impact on 
those sites in closest proximity. 

Stockport's SCS drivers include 
environmental protection, supported by 
emerging Core Strategy 

Encouraging the improvement of the economic, social and 
environmental well-being of the authority’s area, or part of its area 
- origin of the "Sustainable" Community Strategy. 

UK Sustainable 
Communities Act 2007 
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UK Biodiversity Action Plan 

UK Rural Strategy 2004 

UK Habitat Regulations 
(The Conservation (Natural 
Habitats &c) Regulations 
1994 (Amended 2007) 

Ecosystem approach whereby integrated management of land, 
air, water and living resources promotes conservation and 
sustainable use, recognising cultural need. Tackling climate 
change using the Ecosystem approach.  Biological resources are 
key to sustainable economy, society and environment. 

Rural economic and social regeneration; Social Justice for All; 
Enhancing the Value of our Countryside. 

Brings EU Habitats Regs Directive into force in UK.  Covering 
offences with regards to disturbance & destruction of habitats and 
species as listed in the relevant schedules. 

Drivers for Stockport's LBAP and should 
drive Core Strategy policies 

Enhancing the value of countryside element 
could help to protect sites 

HRA drivers reflected in this process of 
assessment of the Core Strategy 

Promotion of sustainable urban drainage 
could help to protect Sites ultimately and is 
reflected in Core Strategy policies 

Improve water quality; manage flood risk; sustainable use of water; 
tackle water industry impacts on climate change. 

UK Water Strategy 2008 

Reflect subsequent legislation and policy in 
emerging local framework 

Established the revised planning system which current planning 
policy is building on 

UK Planning & Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004 
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UK Environmental 
Protection Act 1990; 
Environment Act 1995 

UK Planning Policy 
Statement 9 (PPS9) – 
Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation 

UK Planning Policy 
Statement 12 (PPS12) – 
Local Development 
Frameworks 

Regional Spatial Strategy 
The North West Plan 2008 

North West Regional 
Economic Strategy 
Published 2006 

Power to deal with imminent danger of damage to the environment; 
conservation or enhancement of the environment. 

Ensuring that biodiversity and geological diversity are conserved 
and enhanced; Improving the quality and extent of natural habitat 
and geological sites; Enhancing biodiversity in green spaces and 
among development; Ensuring that developments take account of 
the role and value of biodiversity in supporting economic 
diversification and contributing to a high quality environment. 

Sets out the procedures to be followed in the preparation of 
documents in the Local Development Framework. 

Policies in the RSS plan for housing growth, economic growth and 
improvement to social conditions, whilst protecting and enhancing 
the natural assets of the region.  Promotion of renewable energy 
could result in large energy installations which have a localised 
impact on sites in close proximity, however this is balanced by the 
climate change mitigation that could occur - sites will be delivered 
using EIA systems too. 

Improving productivity & market growth; growing the size and 
capability of the workforce; creating the right conditions for 
sustainable growth and private sector investment. 

Supports environmental protection as laid 
out in the Core Strategy policies 

Supports environmental protection as laid 
out in the Core Strategy policies 

LDF drivers incorporating sustainable 
development, including environmental 
protection 

RSS is part of the LDF and seeks to protect 
environmental sites from impact, supported 
by the objectives of the Core Strategy in this 
regard.  Growth across the region does have 
the potential to impact on sites unless 
delivered in a sensitive and sustainable 
manner. 

Potential for increased emissions from 
transport element of RES objectives.  Core 
Strategy seeks to manage employment 
growth sustainably and promotes 
sustainable transport modes.  Airport could 
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North West Climate Change 
Action Plan 

Draft Regional Strategy for 
England's North West 

Promotes low carbon approaches including installation of renewable 
energy technologies 

Capitalise on opportunities of moving to a low carbon economy 
and address climate change; release the potential of our people 
and tackle poverty; ensure the right housing and infrastructure for 
sustainable growth; build on sources of international competitive 
advantage and regional distinctiveness. 

be a potential major impact on sites but the 
airport is not within Stockport Borough, 
however transport routes to it will fall within 
the boundary.  Issues around new road 
development and associated increase in 
traffic levels and emissions in the Borough 
could impact on sites.  Core Strategy 
policies will seek to address these transport 
issues. 

Supports consideration of low carbon 
approach and installation of renewable 
energy technologies - localised large energy 
installations may impact on sites in closest 
proximity. 

Ensure Core Strategy aligns with future 
policies, identifying any potential conflict of 
policy approaches in continuing to promote 
growth whilst striving to achieve a 
sustainable future. 

Assessment of landscape areas undertaken 
at UDP stage locally, which has been added 
to by Regional Framework findings 

Focus on promoting European Landscape Convention principles 
in the region 

North West Landscape 
Character Framework 
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Sharing the Vision - a 
strategy for Greater 
Manchester (2003) 

North West Biodiversity 
Forum Regional Targets 

North West Green 
Infrastructure Guide 

Promoting economy, culture, tourism and sport; improving 
connectivity; raising levels of education and skills; creating 
sustainable communities; reducing crime; improving health and 
healthcare. 

The North West has regional habitat targets, the latest version 
published April 2008, which are the regional contribution to UK 
Biodiversity targets and the England Biodiversity Strategy. The 
Strategy emphasises the need for large scale habitat restoration 
and better engagement with regional bodies to deliver the targets. 

The North West Green Infrastructure Guide has been prepared to 
support the Green Infrastructure Policy in the North West Regional 
Spatial Strategy (RSS) by providing more detailed information on 
the concept of Green Infrastructure (GI) than appears in RSS and 
to provide initial guidance on producing a Green Infrastructure 
Plan. 

Potential for increased emissions from 
transport across Greater Manchester as 
economy objectives are met.  However, 
Stockport's own strategies and policies are 
seeking to reduce out commuting from the 
Borough thereby reducing emissions. 
Policies also seek to mitigate commuter and 
other travel emissions within the Borough. 

Habitat targets are reflected in policy 

Policies have a synergy with this element of 
the RSS 

Stockport's own policies should drive any 
economic development to be sustainable 
reducing risk of impact to Sites. 

The City Region will be a world class city-region at the heart of a 
thriving North. 

City Region Development 
Programme – Manchester 
City Region 2004-2014 
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Manchester City Region 
Spatial Strategy 2006 
(under review) 

Greater Manchester 
Strategic Housing Market 
Assessment 

Greater Manchester 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
(BAP) 

Concentrate activity in the City Region; realise the potential for 
further employment growth and increased city living; housebuilding 
on previously developed land, close to the Regional Centre; 
reinforce the role of town centres across the City Region as 
employment locations, as easily accessible service centres, and 
increasingly important places to live; reduce commuting through 
the close location of homes and jobs; create comparatively high 
densities of development around radial routes with public transport 
systems; target economic development in areas accessible to those 
in deprivation; sustain existing communities and make best use of 
community assets such as social, cultural and leisure facilities; 
protect and improve the city region’s network of strategically 
important greenspace, but also make proposals to fill strategic 
gaps in provision. 

Six strategic issues identified: responding to the credit crunch; 
regional centre and town centre markets; meeting the need for 
additional housing; housing and regeneration; meeting the long 
term needs of specific groups; bridging the affordability gap. 

Habitats and species of local conservation importance in Greater 
Manchester. The plans included so far are just the first stage of 
the GMBAP, other appropriate Action Plans will be added in later 
revisions. In time the GMBAP will comprise a comprehensive list 
of national and local priority habitats and species. 

Ideals are reflected in Core Strategy 

Social needs addressed in the Core 
Strategy, however GM SHMA does not 
address environmental impacts of housing 
delivery 

Supports environmental protection 
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GM Waste Development 
Plan Document (in draft) 

Greater Manchester 
Integrated Transport 
Strategy (GMITS) 

Stockport Unitary 
Development Plan (Review 
2006) 

Sustainable Community 
Strategy: The Stockport 
Strategy 2020 

The JWDPD will include detailed development control policies and 
the identification of sites and preferred area for a range of waste 
management facilities required up until 2020. The identification of 
sites will be required in order to meet the forecasted growth in 
waste arisings and the decline in available landfill availability. The 
plan will form an integral part of each authorities' Local 
Development Frameworks. 

Increasing the attractiveness of non-car modes; ensuring that those 
without a car are able to travel to where and when they need; 
influencing land use policy to increase the number of trips that can 
be accomplished using public transport as the mode of choice; 
public transport network demand management; building new roads 
only to relieve congestion or improve environmental quality. 

A piece of work is underway to establish which policies are to be 
saved and which can be rejected in light of delivery of certain issues 
through national legislation or regional policy. 

Priorities are: a thriving Stockport; a safer stronger Stockport; A 
healthy Stockport; a Greener Stockport 

Forms part of LDF and has own HRA 
process - within Stockport, waste site 
development will comply with environmental 
protection legislation. 

General aim is to promote sustainable 
transport options supporting the objectives 
of the Core Strategy. 

Existing policies are robust in terms of 
environmental protection and will be 
reviewed for inclusion in emerging core 
strategy which will continue to promote 
sustainable development. 

Aim of both strategies is to protect and 
enhance the natural environment, however 
they also promote increased housing levels, 
economic growth and associated potential 
impacts in terms of resource use and traffic. 

Design and delivery implications for core 
strategy 

Process to inform delivery of proposed Relief Roads to the south 
of Greater Manchester conurbation 

SEMMMS (South East 
Manchester Multi Modal 
Strategy) 
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Stockport Council Plan 
2008-2011 

Stockport 17th Annual 
Public Health Survey 

Stockport Public Health 
Goals 

Stockport Housing Strategy 
2005 - 08 (new draft in 
progress and policy writers 
are being informed) 

Headline priorities are: An attractive & thriving Stockport; A leading 
"green" Borough; Safe & strong communities 

Looks at service provision around a number of health issues. 

Elements of improvement and management of environmental 
conditions to protect and improve health especially air quality, 
pleasant & restful environments, health in the workplace, reduce 
traffic speeds, minimise car use and increase walking & cycling 
and to reduce stress. 

Following five major surveys the housing strategy concluded that: 
A large proportion of rented housing stock fell short of the Decent 
Homes Standard; Most emerging households couldn’t afford market 
housing and many were living in inappropriate accommodation; 
There was a great need to improve the energy efficiency of the 
housing stock; More specialised housing was needed for people 
with various support needs, for homeless people and for members 
of the Black and Minority Ethnic Community. 

Leading Green Borough element is strong 
justification to protect environmental assets 
of Borough and thereby ultimately enhance 
Sites - risk of negative impact if policies are 
not upheld or not taken forward in tandem 
with economic policies.  Core Strategy 
economic objectives drive sustainable 
economic developments in Borough. 

Promotion of sustainable transport could 
ultimately benefit Sites in terms of reduced 
emissions 

Promotion of healthy natural environment 
in tandem with protecting human health 
ultimate benefit to Sites. 

Improvements to housing stock will tackle 
climate change issues, benefiting Sites 
ultimately.  Risks associated with potential 
for improvements to be made too slowly or 
insufficiently to reduce carbon emissions 
targets need to be achieved.  Climate 
change impacts on Sites could worsen. 
Core Strategy reinforces improved new 
housing developments and has no direct 
remit over refurbishment. 
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Stockport Action Plan for 
Nature (LBAP) 

Stockport Economic 
Development Strategy 
2002-2012 

The action plan provides an overview of Stockport’s biodiversity 
through a series of 11 Habitat Statements: Woodland; Grassland; 
Heathland; Upland;Watercourses; Standing Open Water;Wetland; 
Boundary features; Arable; Transport Corridors; Urban & Built 
Environment 

Five key themes: 
To develop and improve the fabric of the Town Centre and District 
Centres - the need to create vibrant, thriving and dynamic centres 
where people live, work, visit, eat and shop is key to Stockport's 
economic development strategy;To support enterprise, innovation 
and competitiveness -by facilitating economic growth and 
encouraging entrepreneurship in Stockport the competitiveness 
and performance of local businesses will be enhanced;To promote 
Stockport as an attractive visitor and business location - promoting 
Stockport to both visitors and companies will encourage new 
investment into the town; To improve skills and employability 
removing the barriers to employment which exist in a number of 
areas as well as improving the access to employment and training 
opportunities not only benefits local residents and employers but 
is also key to ensuring that all local residents can share in future 
successes;To develop transport solutions - ensuring that transport 
and communications networks offer first class access in and around 
Stockport 

Supports environmental protection 

Potential for unchecked economic growth 
to fuel further emissions in the Borough 
which could impact on Sites both in terms 
of emissions and disturbance from potential 
increase traffic.  Promotion of tourism could 
result in greater movement within and into 
Stockport.  Core Strategy policies seek to 
ensure that development is sustainable, 
supporting a sustainable economy. 
Economic Strategy review cites responsible 
economic approaches which incorporate 
ideas such as a low carbon economy. 
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Stockport's Gateway to the 
Future - the Regeneration 
Plan for the Town Centre 
and M60 Gateway 

Future Stockport - An 
Interim Review of the 
Regeneration Plan for the 
Town Centre and M60 
Gateway 

Stockport Conservation & 
Heritage Strategy 2008 

The purpose of the Regeneration Plan is:
· To establish a shared vision for Stockport Town Centre over the
 
next 10 – 20 years.
 
· To provide a framework to guide development.
 
· To encourage, attract and guide investment in the Town
 
Centre/M60 corridor area.
 
· To establish a planned programme of action which can be
 
monitored and reviewed including early action.
 
· To act as an advocacy document.
 
· To provide a focus for partnership working.
 

Five priorities have emerged: Priority 1 Promote development and
 
investment to maximise the economic potential of the town centre
 
and M60 gateway area; Priority 2 Engage existing and new
 
communities to ensure that they all benefit fully from the area’s
 
services and facilities; Priority 3 Develop sustainable transport
 
solutions; Priority 4 Enhance and maintain the fabric of the built
 
environment and public realm; Priority 5 Improve the image of the
 
town centre and M60 gateway area as an attractive and safe
 
location to live, work and visit.
 

To ensure that appropriate understanding, recognition and 
consideration is given to the heritage assets of Stockport so that 
they may continue to be preserved, enhanced, utilised and 
accessible for present and future generations. 

Potential for inappropriate regeneration 
activity to increase adverse impacts on 
Sites.  Regeneration Strategy and Core 
Strategy in tandem should protect Stockport 
from inappropriate development. 

Strategy aims to improve image through 
harnessing the green image of Stockport. 
Encouraging development in the town centre 
could improve sustainable transport options, 
particularly public transport modes, thereby 
reducing emissions to air, water and soil. 
Proposes improved built environment which 
could tackle further emissions and ensure 
sustainable design and construction 
techniques which mitigate impacts of 
developments on wider environment.  Could 
reduce levels of out commute which would 
reduce risks of impacts on Sites. 

Re-use of existing buildings reduces risk of 
impacts of site development. 
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The Manchester Way 
Community Strategy 
2006-2015 

East Midlands Regional 
Plan 2009 and associated 
appraisal documents 

Manchester Airport 
Masterplan to 2030 
(incorporates Ground 
Transport, Environment, 
Land Use & Community 
Plans) 

Vision for 2015 is: world class city, meeting the needs of residents, 
tackling social exclusion, Knowledge Capital driving education and 
employment, enterprising and creative city which is welcoming and 
inclusive, supporting diverse communities, respects older people 
and the experience they bring, finally a green city making the most 
of the environmental growth sector 

Published March 2009. Take account of the impact of Greater 
Manchester (and South Yorkshire and Humberside) on East 
Midlands region with regard to housing provision, transport 
planning, recreational needs and environmental impact.  HRA 
focuses on potential cumulative impacts of further development 
on water resources and quality in SPA's, with specific 
recommendation of consideration of cumulative impacts in future. 
It also highlights the need for monitoring the potential air quality 
impacts if housing development is delivered to specified target 
levels. The SA acknowledges the links to Stockport in terms of 
labour market and commuting. 

Manage airport growth as strategic asset for North West; reflect 
Government policy on airports and their perceived regeneration 
opportunities; prioritises the airport as an economic asset for North 
of England; improve rail network and public transport access using 
vehicle to passenger ratio data and increase staff sustainable 
commuting; deliver Metrolink; improve surface access through 
sustainable transport options and support for SEMMMS; reflect 
climate change strategy in reduced surface travel emissions; 
manage noise impacts to 1992 levels; encourage lower emissions 
aircraft; develop formal EMS; extend area of landscape and habitat 
management plan; maximise employment opportunities; consider 

Seeks to grow economic activity overall with 
potential associated environmental impacts 
- core strategy policies should help to 
mitigate 

Commuting to and from Stockport will have 
associated impact on congestion, transport 
systems, environment and health. Core 
Strategy seeks to mitigate. 

Core Strategy seeks to mitigate impacts of 
interactions with Airport activities, however 
the noise and emissions from air traffic does 
have an impact on the Borough.  Surface 
travel options can also contribute to 
increased stresses on natural systems which 
the Core Strategy aims to mitigate. 
SEMMMS delivery could exacerbate impacts 
on certain Sites. 
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environmental issues; support local community regeneration.  Aims 
to do this sustainably by maximising efficiency; minimise pollution; 
protect environmental assets; capitalise on social benefits; 
incorporate sustainable design into building delivery; ensure safety 
and security.  Expand social insulation grant for local communities; 
encourage use of open space by communities; community grant 
fund to offset noise impacts. 

United Utilities working with Peak District National Park Authority 
on Sustainable Catchment Management, on farms in the area. 

Peak District Catchment 
Management Plans 

United Utilities: Water 
Resources Management 
Plan 

Lays out intention to maintain water supplies in the North West, 
including a drought plan 

Other Core Strategies 

Objectives include: enable development to assist with halting 
climate change; improve economic performance and reduce social 
disparities; deliver significant increase in high quality housing at 
sustainable locations; high quality centres providing minimum 
service needs and local access to food; improve connectivity to 
enhance city function and competitiveness and accessibility; protect 
and enhance natural and built environment in terms of biodiversity 
and heritage; protection of strategic sites, especially Airport. 

Manchester 

Housing policies could impact on hydrology 
in some areas, however the catchment plans 
and Stockport's aims to deliver sustainable 
housing should offset. 

Informs potential impacts on hydrology of 
predictions around water demand. 

Core Strategy aims to mitigate commuting 
impacts and contribute to efforts to manage 
climate change impacts.  Airport 
enhancement and any associated natural 
environment impacts could be mitigated by 
Core Strategy, however impacts should be 
noted. 
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Derbyshire County Councils 
Minerals & Waste Plans 

Derbyshire Core Strategies 
for Waste and Minerals 

Peak District National Park 
- Refined Options 
Document (consulted on in 
early 2009) 

Cheshire East 

Identification of sites for minerals extraction and waste 
management, including potential for waste from Stockport to be 
moved into Derbyshire waste management facilities.  No 
assessment of transport impacts on other areas such as Stockport. 

Aims to deliver policies which manage the processes. 

Cross park traffic issues acknowledged with Stockport named as 
one travel source/destination.  Sustainable transport options are 
promoted via policies. 

Cheshire East formed in April 2009 from Macclesfield, Congleton 
and parts of Crewe & Nantwich and Vale Royal councils - the Core 
Strategy is in development with a Scoping Report for the SA 
available outlining the issues for consideration within the Core 
Strategy. These include: ageing population; pockets of social 
deprivation; affordable and appropriate mix of housing required; 
sustainable design delivery; vitality and viability of town centres 
maintained and enhanced; employment needs to be met; conserve 
biodiversity including geodiversity, also green infrastructure; 
manage waste; protect water quality; preserve heritage and 
conservation areas; manage flood risk; promote energy efficiency, 
renewable energy and reduce carbon emissions; tackle congestion 
and sustainable travel and traffic accidents; reduce the fear of 
crime; manage need for development versus impacts; mitigate and 

Core Strategy does not have direct impact 
on Waste & Minerals activities but seeks to 
mitigate transport impacts 

Core Strategy is taking note of the emerging 
policy ideas and our policies will seek to 
mitigate potential impacts. 

Traffic impacts from and to Peak are 
mitigated by aims of Core Strategy to 
promote sustainable transport options 
reducing vehicular traffic around the Sites. 

Potential for policies in neighbours strategies 
to impact on Sites, in tandem with our core 
Strategy deliverables such as increased 
housing, economic growth and potential 
associated higher traffic levels.  However 
all Core Strategies aim to mitigate these 
impacts where possible. 
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Tameside 

High Peak, Derbyshire (with 
Derbyshire Dales) 

Aim to publish a finalised Core Strategy in May 2010 with an Issues 
& Options version due in September 2009.  Affordable housing 
policy options are discussed in their evidence documents. SA 
document found the following issues: lack of use of local public 
transport despite short commuting distances in borough; increase 
use of brownfield sites; with regards to Hattersley increase recycling 
levels and tackle fly-tipping in the Cloughs.  Recommendations 
include ensuring accessible development locations, public transport 
improvements, promote potential Metrolink, manage construction 
waste, improve energy efficiency and design standards, manage 
flood risk and run-off, preserve centre's character, improve access 
to affordable decent housing, improve social cohesion, secure 
economic inclusion, accessible education, reduce crime and fear 
of crime and develop a healthy labour market, whilst ensuring 
prosperous business development.  Health considerations should 
form part of emerging LDF. Transport links to Stockport 
acknowledged, especially Hyde. 

Concerns regarding commute out of residents to areas including 
Stockport, especially high skills levels.  Identify Manchester as an 
attractive retail centre - do not mention impacts on Stockport but 
vehicle traffic increase on the A6 does result.  Desire to improve 
retail in local centres to attract locals to shop locally.  Employment 
approach to encourage small scale development which might 
facilitate small high skills job clusters to be located in villages etc. 

Potential for policies in neighbours strategies 
to impact on Sites, in tandem with our core 
Strategy deliverables such as increased 
housing, economic growth and potentially 
associated higher traffic levels.  However 
all Core Strategies aim to mitigate these 
impacts where possible. 

Commuting from Derbyshire into Stockport 
could impact on some sites, however the 
aims of Core Strategy to promote 
sustainable transport options should enable 
this to be via sustainable transport modes. 

Table 21 Potential Effects of Other Plans & Projects 
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Potential Effects of Other Plans & Projects in Conjunction with the Core Strategy 7 

Potential Significant Effects 

The following strategies or policies have a potential significant impact when considered in conjunction with emerging policies in Stockport's Core 
Strategy.  Mitigation opportunities are discussed at the end of this section. 

Regional Economic Strategy promotes economic growth with associated potential car traffic increases resulting in rising emissions levels, 
including the planned growth at Manchester Airport. 
Manchester Airport Masterplan to 2030 (incorporates Ground Transport, Environment, Land Use & Community Plans): the Airport seeks to 
encourage growth which has aspects of potentially significant impacts in terms of levels of traffic, emissions and pollution. 
South East Manchester Multi Modal Strategy - design and delivery implications for Stockport's Core Strategy, potential to increase congestion 
and emission levels in parts of the Borough. Water quality issues could arise and inappropriate planting could result in concerns around 
Biodiversity issues for the Sites closest to the route. 

Mitigation 

The above strategies take into consideration environmental concerns in their scope.   Stockport's Core Strategy seeks to mitigate the RES' 
potential impact by promoting sustainable transport options and reducing reliance on the private car, whilst promoting local accessible employment 
sites. The Airport Strategy seeks to address concerns around climate change and resource efficiency within its own documents. The SEMMMS 
Relief Road will be subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment of its own, seeking to minimise environmental impacts and maximise the 
opportunities to improve aspects of the natural environment. 

The Overarching Principles of Sustainable Development in Stockport's Core Strategy aim to ensure that development is delivered in the most 
resource efficient, environmentally friendly way. The climate change policies aim to manage the carbon emissions within the Borough, whilst 
other policy areas seek to reflect this approach, ensuring accessibility is a key issue, thereby promoting sustainable transport options.  In particular 
the policies recommend consideration of designs standards such as Code for Sustainable Homes which would go some way to mitigating these 
concerns. 
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8Screening and Conclusions 

8 Screening and Conclusions 

This Screening Report identifies potential significant impacts on the identified Sites as required by HRA Guidance. Those identified potential 
significant impacts have been considered throughout the development of the Core Strategy, including informing comments during statutory public 
consultation. 

The majority of potential impacts are minimal with no sites lying directly within Stockport's borders.  However the accumulative impacts were 
considered in tandem with neighbouring Core Strategies, for example in terms of housing delivery and traffic levels. It should be noted that ALL 
Core Strategies are required to undergo HRA and Sustainability Appraisal (including Strategic Environmental Assessment) processes which are 
driving more sustainable development in neighbouring areas, reflecting Stockport's Core Strategy objectives. 

No further comments were made on the HRA Screening Report during Preferred Options consultation.  Proposed mitigation approaches adequately 
address the concerns raised around potential significant effects on Sites within the 15 km buffer or the suggested additional sites. There are no 
Sites directly located within the Borough. 

It was therefore concluded that Stockport's Core Strategy will not require further stages of Appropriate Assessment. 
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