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1Executive Summary 

1 Executive Summary 

The Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 introduced important changes to the system of 
land use planning in England. It replaced Unitary Development Plans with a new set of planning 
documents that collectively are called The Local Development Framework. It also required local 
planning authorities to prepare and publish annually a Local Development Scheme. The Local 
Development Scheme is a project plan listing all the planning documents that the Council proposes 
to prepare or commence over a set period, detailing their content and timescale for production. 

The legislation also requires the Council to prepare and publish an Annual Monitoring Report 
(AMR), analysing how planning document preparation work has progressed against the published 
timetables, and the effects that the implementation of policies may be having on the locality. 
Monitoring is essential in assessing whether existing planning policies are addressing what they 
are intended to address and to review the progress on the preparation of new planning documents 
e.g. The Local Development Framework. 

This report covers the Reporting Year from 1st April 2007 to 31st March 2008, apart from Section 
4 Development Plan Production which provides information on the state of play as at December 
2008.  Officers have commenced work on the current monitoring period which ends 31st March 
2009 and a report will be produced for December 2009 for this monitoring period. 

This report contains data on a range of updated national (core) indicators along with other retained 
existing core and local indicators identified by the Council - see the introduction for further details. 
These indicators are intended to measure the effectiveness of the Council’s planning policies in 
achieving sustainable development. This means meeting the development needs of the borough 
whilst achieving a sustainable economy, safeguarding environmental assets, addressing social 
equity,  ensuring accessibility and tackling climate change. 

This document is Stockport’s fourth Annual Monitoring Report covering the period 1st April 2007 
to 31st March 2008, and is required by Section 35 of the Act, and Regulation 48 in the 2004 Town 
and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations.  Comparisons with past AMRs 
take place throughout this report where feasible. 

Despite a downturn in industrial developments this year total floorspace development for business 
was the third highest out of the past 10 years.  Employment in Stockport remains high though 
there are some pockets of higher unemployment.  Housing provision achieved levels above and 
beyond revised targets, in light of published RSS and almost all was on previously developed 
land.  A good mix of affordable housing was also delivered at good levels of density and with good 
access to services. 

There were no developments built against Environment Agency flood advice or water quality 
criteria. The natural environment in Stockport remains well protected, with increases in size of 
the areas of protection.  Renewable energy measurement continues to pose problems for 
monitoring, but efforts are being harnessed to resolve this issue.  Sustainable transport delivery 
is strong, with travel planning on the rise and accessibility data showing good achievement for 
new developments.  In terms of land management, Stockport continues to promote previously 
developed and brownfield land whilst green belt protection remains in force. 
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The Council continues to achieve implementation of its policies with regards to minerals and waste. 
Recycling is on the increase and sustainable waste management sites are coming forward.  Despite 
a general small increase in business vacancies across the district centres, the number of major 
nationals represented generally increased.  Stockport holds the third highest number of Green 
Flag awards in the North West and maintains its open space levels.  Monies collected for commuted 
sum amounts for open space were significant, reflecting the hard work of a team of officers applying 
and enforcing policy requirements. The size in terms of area of Heritage sites continue to rise as 
do the number of listed buildings, showing that Heritage protection policy in action. 

However concerns for development in the future remain in light of the current economic situation. 
Stockport is relatively well prepared for the expected downturn in housing development with a high 
levels achieved this year and in earlier years having the potential to cushion any immediate 
reduction in housing completions in the next couple of years.  As land availability is an ever more 
increasing issue of concern, protection of open and green space becomes of paramount 
importance. 

In light of emerging targets on sustainable housing and renewable energy, it is of the utmost 
importance for Stockport to access reliable information and data on implementation of these 
technologies across the Borough. Work will proceed to review new and existing indicators as well 
as data resources that are coming on line.  National Indicators will offer a useful resource for future 
AMRs.  Next year's report will be restructured including clear information of the revised structure 
and content. 
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2Introduction 

2 Introduction 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) introduced the requirement for all local planning 
authorities to monitor planning policies to determine the extent to which they are being effectively 
implemented. It is now a statutory requirement for every local authority to produce an Annual 
Monitoring Report (AMR) and submit it to the Department for Communities & Local Government 
(DCLG) by the end of each year. 

This edition of the AMR covers the Reporting Year 1st April 2007 to 31st March 2008, except for 
Section 4 covering the Development Plan Production, which was detailed as at December 2008. 

The AMR reviews actual plan progress and compares these to the targets and milestones for local 
development documentation preparation as set out in the local development scheme (LDS), and 
as such assesses where Stockport : 

met the LDS targets and milestones, is on target to meet them, is falling behind schedule, or 
will not meet them; 
is falling behind schedule or has failed to meet a target or milestone and the reason for this; 
needs to update the LDS in light of policy updates and revised timetables. 

In addition to the statutory requirement, Stockport MBC is committed locally to monitoring and the 
review of planning policies. The adopted Unitary Development Plan Review (UDP) states that: ‘it 
is important to test the effectiveness of the development plan policies with the passage of time 
and in the light of changing circumstances'. This is achieved by regular monitoring, as well as 
through the collection and analysis of gathered information. 

The Government's Guidance on Monitoring lists a number of core indicators that each Annual 
Monitoring Report should include and a revised set of indicators were issued during 2008, with 
the understanding that the report submitted in December 2008 will probably not yet be able to 
report on all of them. This monitoring period's report includes data for as many of these indicators 
as possible, within the limits of the data currently available and reports to original Core Indicators 
where they are considered useful to retain. Data has also been included for a number of ‘local 
indicators’ that tie into Stockport’s broader planning objectives and other key strategies. Please 
see Section 5 (Monitoring of Policy Performance) and individual chapters for more detailed 
information on the changes and the indicators retained for reporting. 

This is the fourth AMR that Stockport has produced and builds upon data collected for previous 
AMR's. Stockport has been able to improve on some areas of the AMR; and monitoring evidence, 
supplementary to that in previous monitoring reports, is included. However, the Council recognises 
that further improvements can still be made and in light of changes to the way councils are reporting 
on their performance, a wider range of data will be available for the 2008/9 AMR.  A review will 
be undertaken in early 2009 of the indicators and the data available with the intention of informing 
the content and structure of the 2008/9 report. 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/england/professionals/en/1084473824536.html
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/localdevelopmentframework
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3 Background Information 

Putting Stockport in context 

Stockport stretches from the borders of the Peak District National Park to City Centre Manchester, 
covering an area of 126 km2. The Borough lies in the south-eastern part of the Greater Manchester 
conurbation nestled between the Pennines foothills and the Cheshire Plain.  Served by the M60 
and the M56, the A6 and A34 major roads and with rail links to points north, south, east and west 
Stockport is accessible, yet hectic in parts of the Borough, whilst more remote tranquil areas are 
also in evidence.  Stockport is a relatively densely populated Borough with the population accessing 
its own and other employment areas, both within and outside the North West region. 

Social 

Average life expectancy for both male and female populations in Stockport is higher than the 
regional average, with women tending to live longer.  Mortality rates are lower than the Greater 
Manchester and regional averages, meaning Stockport has an aging population and a third of 
households in the Borough house a pensioner.  However, polarisation of social sectors is cause 
for concern, with evidence of poor health and unemployment linked to more deprived areas. 
Access to services is an issue with residents in certain parts of the Borough having further to travel 
to access basic health and lifestyle needs, whilst more heavily populated centres can place a strain 
on service provision.  A variety of religious groups populate Stockport with Christianity predominant 
and, according to the last census, around 12% of the population come from ethnically diverse 
backgrounds. 

Housing 

Generally the housing stock in the Borough is of good quality with some improvements needed 
to ensure socially rented stock achieves Decent Homes levels, including improving energy efficiency 
in light of climate change drivers.  Affordability is a key problem in the Borough with many emerging 
households unable to afford housing in their local area.  A rising number of new housing has been 
developed in the Borough over the last five years with an average annual completion rate of 520 
dwellings per annum, the majority predominantly within Tame Valley and Stepping Hill committee 
areas.  Of the 2007/8 completions 71 are classed as affordable housing. The requirement for a 
number of affordable dwellings completed over the coming years is expected to increase.  Over 
the next five years a minimum of 450 dwellings per annum need to be built based on current 
predicted requirements. 

Economic 

In Stockport, earnings on average are higher than Greater Manchester and regional levels, with 
lower levels of unemployment than regional and national averages.  However, with more workers 
in senior positions and a smaller percentage in elementary roles there maybe issues around 
un-skilled workers in Stockport getting access to local work. The services and finance & IT sectors 
provide the majority of work opportunities with low employment percentages in manufacturing and 
construction. There has been a steady development of industrial and commercial land in the 
Borough averaging more than seven hectares per year over the last ten years. 
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Transport 

Congestion is a major issue for Stockport with some of the Region’s busiest roads cutting through 
the heart of the Borough.  Sustainable modes of transport are promoted by the Council and partner 
organisations, seeking to encourage use of public transport, cycling and walking. There are key 
issues of ensuring appropriate car parking for commercial developments and sustainable transport 
accessibility to employment and services for residential developments.  Redevelopment of urban 
centres and more remote areas can offer opportunities to improve existing transport and 
infrastructure. 

Environment 

With over 46% of the borough designated as Green Belt there are many benefits to living in 
Stockport.  However, pressure is on to house and employ Stopfordians which places strain on the 
protection of the environmental assets in the Borough.  Biodiversity and green infrastructure need 
to be sustainably managed to ensure the heart and lungs of Stockport continue to function. 
Sustainable design and construction methods offer a way of ensuring that Stockport remains the 
green and leafy vibrant Borough that attracts people to live and work here.  An innovative approach 
to finance options are required from all stakeholders to assist with achieving a “Cleaner, Greener, 
Safer, Stronger” Borough. This could be achieved using a Low Carbon Economy approach as 
suggested by the Mini Stern Review. 

Council aims and objectives 

The Council’s Mission Statement is to work towards making Stockport ‘cleaner, greener, safer, 
stronger’. 

The current Community Strategy, published in 2003, is a working plan designed to shape Stockport 
over a ten-year period in accordance with this mission statement. The strategy sets out a vision 
for the borough, to be delivered through 5 challenges, which cover social, economic and 
environmental aspects of development; these are: 

1. Putting people first 
2. Promoting a strong and responsible economy 
3. Creating safe and healthy communities 
4. Protecting and promoting our environment and heritage 
5. Developing learning communities 

The Community Strategy breaks each challenge down into a series of aspiration statements that 
set out where Stockport wants to be in the future. Each aspiration is then further broken down into 
one or more policy aims; key actions that need to be taken in order for this vision to be achieved. 

Traditionally, planning policy has primarily been concerned with controlling development and 
shaping the built environment, and it is here where the clearest links between planning policy and 
the community strategy can be seen. However, effective land use planning can also influence 
other factors and have a wider impact on society. For example, by encouraging regeneration of 
deprived areas and sustainability of new developments. 
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The Community Strategy is to be replaced by a Sustainable Communities Strategy in 2009 which 
is being prepared in conjunction with the Core Strategy of the Local Development Framework. 

Sustainable Development 

Sustainable Development has been defined as that ‘which meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs'. Sustainable development 
is a major challenge to society, and the planning system has an important role to play in promoting 
more sustainable land use patterns. There are limits to the extent to which development plans 
(the UDP and the Local Development Framework (LDF)) alone can impact on the sustainability 
of the Borough. Their impact will be greatest where they complement other relevant policies and 
strategies. 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) introduced the requirement for all Local 
Development Documents in the LDF  to be subject to Strategic Sustainability Appraisal, including 
Strategic Environmental Assessment.The Council is currently in the process of revising the existing 
Sustainability Appraisal processes and drawing up an appraisal framework to satisfy the new 
requirements. 
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Local Development Framework 

The Stockport Unitary Development Plan Review (UDP Review) prepared under the provisions 
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 was adopted by the Council in May 2006 and the 
majority of its policies have been ‘saved’ for three years until 31st May 2009. The Council in 
November 2008 made an application to the Secretary of State under the provisions of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 for a direction to save the large majority of the UDP Review 
Policies beyond 3 years, i.e. May 2009, as the Council considers they conform to the criteria set 
down in Section 9 of PPS12. The UDP Review Policies that the Council does not wish to 'save' 
and operate beyond May 2009 are as follows:-

DCD1.8 Energy Efficient Design 
GBA2.2 Control Over Agricultural Development 
CTF1.2 Proposed School Site: Romiley 
HP1.4 Windfall Housing Sites 
E2.3 Design of New Businesses and Industrial Development 
E4.3 Working from Home 
PSD1.1 New Shopping Provision 
PSD1.3 Large Scale Retail Development 
MW1.4 Mineral and Waste Sites: Control Over Operations 

Details of the application to the Secretary of State and the reasons why the Council's wishes to 
save or not save policies in the UDP Review may be found at http://www.stockport.gov.uk/udp 

An important function of the Annual Monitoring Report is to consider whether:-

(a) the timetable and milestones for the preparation of documents set out in the Council’s Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) have been met, or 

(b) progress is being made towards meeting them, or 

(c) where they are not being met and not on track to being achieved, the reasons why, and 
proposed adjustments to the LDS. 

In line with most local planning authorities the Council has found it difficult to predict the length of 
time needed to prepare the local development documents in the LDF. Set out below is the progress 
made on the Development Plan Documents (DPD) and Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD) 
in the March 2007 Local Development Scheme. 

Plan documents specified within the LDS (March 2007) 

Core Strategy DPD 

Role and Subject: Sets out the key elements of the planning framework for the borough comprising 
spatial vision and strategic objectives, spatial strategy, core policies and monitoring and 
implementation framework. 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/udp
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Coverage: The Borough of Stockport 

Status: Development Plan Document 

Conformity: The Core Strategy will conform with the Regional Spatial Strategy and Stockport's 
Sustainable Community Strategy. 

Actual date 
achieved 

Timetable in March 2007 LDS Stage 

May 2006 May 2006 Start of preparation 

September 2007July 2007 Pre-submission consultation 

June - July 2008 Public participation on preferred options 

July 2009 Date of submission to Secretary of State 

January 2010 Examination 

September 2010Adoption 

Pre-examination meeting 

Table 1 

Progress: The focus of the Council's work on the Core Strategy to date has been in collecting 
evidence, undertaking consultation on Issues and Options and targeted consultation with key 
stakeholders on aspects of the strategy. 

Evidence studies proposed or in preparation include: 

Publication Date Study 

Stockport PPG17 Recreation Study 2005 

Stockport Retail and Commercial Leisure Study 2008 

Stockport Housing Needs Assessment 2008 

Greater Manchester Strategic Housing Markets Assessment 2008 

Greater Manchester Strategic Flood Risk Assessment - Level 2008 
1 

Stockport Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment Expected February 2009 

Stockport Office Study Expected March 2009 

Greater Manchester Economic Forecasting Model Updated Annually 
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Publication Date Study 

Stockport Employment Land Availability 2008 

Transport modelling 2009 

Greater Manchester Renewable Energy Study 2009 

Table 2  

The Council undertook widespread consultation on the issues and spatial options for the Core 
Strategy during the autumn of 2007 and this exercise continued throughout 2008 with targeted 
consultation with key stakeholders to help in the preparation of a Preferred Options type version 
of the Core Strategy. 

Revision to the regulations in 2008 governing the preparation of documents such as the Core 
Strategy has resulted in some changes to the milestones set down in the 2007 Local Development 
Scheme. Most notably the Core Strategy has now to be published for public consideration prior 
to its submission to the Secretary of State. In addition, time-tabling changes occasioned by 
procedural change means there is expected to be slippage in the adoption date of the Core Strategy 
of between one and four months as a consequences of the following factors: 

1. The additional time required to prepare evidence 
2. Delay in the adoption of the Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West 
3. The desirability of integrating the Core Strategy's preparation with the Council's Sustainable 

Community Strategy which is in preparation. 
4. Enabling the integration of Stockport's Core Strategy with the emerging Greater Manchester 

Strategic Plan to help to ensure consistency of plans across the Greater Manchester 
conurbation. 

Proposals Map 

The proposals map will be a geographical expression of the policies and proposals in Development 
Plan Documents and Saved Policies of the UDP Review on an Ordnance Survey Map covering 
the Borough of Stockport. It will be revised as each new DPD is adopted. 

Greater Manchester Joint Waste DPD 

Role and Subject: The JWDPD will: 

Set out the vision and spatial objectives relating to waste for the Greater Manchester area; 
Develop the main policies and broad framework for implementation and monitoring in the 
authorities Annual Monitoring Reports (AMRs); 
Detail how the Planning Authorities will meet their contribution to delivering the identified 
needs of the region for all waste streams, within acceptable social, economic and environmental 
parameters; 
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Set out how the waste management will be considered alongside other spatial concerns, 
recognising the positive contribution waste management can make to the development of 
sustainable communities; 
Plan for the provision of new capacity based on clear policy objectives, robust analysis of 
available data and information, and an appraisal of options; 
Set out broad and detailed criteria based policies for the plan area; and 
Allocate sites/areas for waste management facilities. 

Coverage: Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council, Bury Metropolitan Borough Council, Manchester 
City Council, Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council, Rochdale Metropolitan Council, Salford City 
Council, Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council, Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council, Trafford 
Metropolitan Borough Council and Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council. 

Status: Joint Development Plan Document 

Conformity: The JWDPD will be in conformity with European legislation, National Planning 
Guidance, the Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West and each of the planning authority's 
Core Strategy Development Plan Documents.The JWDPD will also have regard to the Sustainable 
Community Strategies for the ten Greater Manchester authorities. 

National, Regional and Local policy – Waste 

Waste Strategy 2007 

A review of England’s Waste Strategy 2000 began in February 2006.  Following a period of 
consultation the revised strategy ‘Waste Strategy 2007’ was published in February 2007. 

The overall objective of the revised waste strategy is to further reduce the impacts of waste 
management on the environment, while developing the economic benefit of using waste as a 
resource and meeting European obligations.  In order to achieve this goal the government has 
introduced the following targets: 

decouple waste growth (in all sectors) from economic growth and put more emphasis on 
waste prevention and re-use; 
meet and exceed the Landfill Directive diversion targets for biodegradable municipal waste 
in 2010, 2013 and 2020; 
increase diversion from landfill of non-municipal waste and secure better integration of 
treatment for municipal and non-municipal waste; 
secure the investment in infrastructure needed to divert waste from landfill and for the 
management of hazardous waste; and 
get the most environmental benefit from that investment, through increased recycling of 
resources and recovery of energy from residual waste using a mix of technologies. 

To achieve this the revised waste strategy aims to offer a clearer longer-term vision for waste and 
resource management as part of the Government’s drive for Sustainable Development, consolidate 
current policies as well as taking into account the changes to the planning system, detailed in 
PPS10.The review provides a more robust approach to increasing waste recycling and minimisation, 
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and considers in more detail how we can achieve change and the way in which particular bodies 
can change the way they work to increase re-use and recycling. 

The main elements of the new strategy are to: 

incentivise efforts to reduce, re-use, recycle waste and recover energy from waste; 
reform regulation to drive the reduction of waste and diversion from landfill while reducing 
costs to compliant businesses and the regulator; 
target action on materials, products and sectors with the greatest scope for improving 
environmental and economic outcomes; 
stimulate investment in collection, recycling and recovery infrastructure, and markets for 
recovered materials that will maximise the value of materials and energy recovered; and 
improve national, regional and local governance, with a clearer performance and institutional 
framework to deliver better coordinated action and services on the ground. 

Regional Spatial Strategy 

The North West Regional Spatial Strategy was published on 30th September 2008.  Following on 
from the Examination in Public the Panel Report recommended that a Partial Review be undertaken 
on a number of key areas including waste, housing, energy etc.  In terms of waste further clarity 
would need to be provided on the following areas: 

Regional apportionment 
Reclassification of hazardous waste 
Construction and Demolition waste production 
Commercial and Industrial waste production 
Broad locations for waste facilities of subregional, regional or national significance. 

Griffin Hill Ltd working jointly with Urban Mines Ltd were commissioned in July 2008, to undertake 
a study on broad locations for nationally, regionally, sub-regionally significant waste management 
facilities on behalf of the North West Regional Technical Advisory Body for Waste and 4NW. The 
final report was signed off in October 2008. 

Despite the work undertaken to date it has now been decided that waste along with housing etc 
will no longer be considered as part of a Partial Review and instead will form part of the development 
of a Single Regional Strategy with 4NW continuing to work with partners to develop the evidence 
base. 

Regional Studies 

Study to fill the evidence gaps for construction, demolition and excavation waste streams 
in the North West region of England 

The North West Regional Technical Advisory Body (NWRTAB) for Waste and the North West 
RAWP (which has membership of officers from the Environment Agency, all of the North West 
Minerals and Waste Planning Authorities and the North West Regional Assembly, now 4NW) 
commissioned a waste survey for the North West region of England. This was funded from the 
BREW fund, the North West Minerals and Waste Planning Authorities (Cheshire, Lancashire, 
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Cumbria, 10 Greater Manchester Authorities, Merseyside and Warrington), the Environment Agency 
and the North West Regional Assembly, now 4NW. 

The study, published in July 2007, was undertaken by Smiths Gore and represents the most 
up-to-date information available for this waste stream.  However, the results have not been broken 
down below regional estimates due to the low return rate of surveys. 

The survey estimated that some 11,345,222 tonnes of waste was generated in 2006, compared 
to the national survey result of 10,792,823 tonnes for 2005. 

Study to fill Evidence Gaps for Commercial & Industrial Waste Streams in the North West 
Region of England 

In 2006, the North West Regional Technical Advisory Body and NW Minerals and Waste Planning 
Authorities commissioned a survey of C&I waste arisings in the North West of England. The final 
report was published in May 2007. 

The aim of the survey was to provide information to help with the development of waste planning 
strategies, including identifying the need for waste facilities in the Region. Completed between 
September 2006 and January 2007, the survey collected data from some 981 companies distributed 
around the region, based on a strict survey matrix defining company size and sector. The survey 
provided estimates of the amount of waste produced for each sub-region for sector, waste type 
and destination.  Key headline data from the study is as follows: 

The total arisings of C&I waste across the North West is 7,532,289 tonnes, of this: 

27% non-metallic wastes 
24% mixed wastes 
19% chemical waste 
47% is recycled 
minimum 29% is landfilled 

The results of the two regional studies have been used to inform the development of the evidence 
base Joint Waste DPD for Greater Manchester 

Development of a Joint Waste Development Plan Document (JWDPD) 

The JWDPD Stage One Issues and Options Report was issued for consultation from Monday 14 
May 2007 – Friday 22 June 2007. The report on the outcomes of this process was published in 
late November 2007. 

The Stage Two Issues and Options Report: ‘Built Facilities’ was issued for a six week consultation 
on 6th October 2008. It takes into account the feedback received through the Stage One Issues 
and Options consultation and focuses on the following areas: 

Future Waste Management Requirements 
Selection of Sites/Areas for Waste Management 
Development  Management Issues and Options 
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The Stage Two Issues and Options Report: ‘Residual Waste Disposal’ is currently under preparation; 
it will be made available for public consultation early in 2009. 

Development of Waste Management Strategies 

There are two waste disposal authorities in Greater Manchester, they are Wigan Metropolitan 
Borough Council (WMBC) which manages waste produced within WMBC and Greater Manchester 
Waste Disposal Authority (GMWDA) which manages the waste of the other 9 authorities in Greater 
Manchester. Each Waste Disposal Authority is responsible for producing a Municipal Waste 
Management Strategy (MWMS). 

WMBC produced a MWMS in October 2006. This document provides a framework for managing 
municipal solid waste within Wigan until 2020.  Broadly the strategy sets out the current situation 
in Wigan, where Wigan want to be in the future, a time frame for this progression and how this will 
be achieved. 

GMWDA adopted its MWMS in May 2004. In April 2006 review documents were published for 
consultation. The review indicates a move towards more sustainable waste management systems 
and long term global environmental protection. The review takes into account new legislation, 
technical developments in waste management systems and technologies and a much improved 
database on municipal waste streams.To assist in delivering the strategy, the GMWDA are currently 
in the final stages of the procurement scheme for new municipal waste management services 
through a 25-year Private Finance initiative (PFI) contract. The successful bidder, Viridor-Laing 
have started work towards securing improvements to the current municipal waste infrastructure 
in Greater Manchester, financial close on the contract is planned for the coming months. 

Minerals DPD 

The 10 Greater Manchester Authorities also have a requirement to include minerals policies and 
identify sites for aggregate extraction, processing and safeguarding within each of the Local 
Development Frameworks. It is intended that this will proceed in much the same way as the Joint 
Waste Development Plan Document and will be produced, on behalf of the Local Authorities by 
the Greater Manchester Geological Unit, although agreement on developing this document is yet 
to be formalised. 

Other plan documents 

The Design of Residential Development SPD 

Role and Subject: To provide guidance on the design of residential development and promote 
high quality inclusive design, raise awareness of good design and expand upon policy. 

Coverage: The Borough of Stockport. 

Status: Supplementary Planning Document. 

Conformity: Saved UDP Review Policies DCD 1.1 and CDH 1.1. 

http:streams.To
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Actual date achieved Timetable in March 2007 
LDS 

Stage 

August 2007 May 2006- May 2007 Pre- production/ evidence 
gathering 

September - October 2007June - July 2007 Public consultation on draft SPD 

October - November 2007 August - November 2007 
Consideration of representations 
and finalise SPD 

December 2007December 2007Adoption 

Development Plan Production 4 

Table 3 

Progress: The SPD has been adopted in line with the timetable published in March 2007. 

Sustainable Transportation SPD 

Role and Subject: To provide guidance for transport and travel for new development and for 
transport related development. 

Coverage: The Borough of Stockport. 

Status: Supplementary Planning Document. 

Conformity: With saved UDP Review Policies in particular those in Chapter 15 Strategic and 
Sustainable Transport and Chapter 16 Transport and development. 

Actual date achieved Timetable in March 2007 
LDS 

Stage 

August 2007 March 2006- April 2007 
Pre- production/ evidence 
gathering 

September - October 2007May - June 2007 Public consultation on draft SPD 

October - November 2007 July - October 2007 
Consideration of representations 
and finalise SPD 

December 2007October 2007Adoption 

Table 4 

Progress: Unforeseen delay in completing the Sustainability Appraisal and the Habitats Regulations 
Assessment Screening Report resulted in a slight delay in adoption from the date published in 
March 2007. 
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Town Centre Housing SPD 

Role and Subject: A review of the former Town Centre Housing SPG which supplements the 
Council's approach to proposals for residential development in Stockport Town Centre, encouraging 
housing and facilitating new residential development upon often marginal sites, with a reduction 
in current planning requirements . 

Coverage: Stockport Town Centre. 

Status: Supplementary Planning Document. 

Conformity: With saved UDP Review Policies HP 1.2, L1.3, ST1-ST1.3, TD1.4, TCG1.3. 

Actual date achieved Proposed timetable in March 
2007 LDS 

Stage 

December 2007November 2006- May 2007 
Pre- production/ evidence 
gathering 

January - February 2008 June - July 2007 Public consultation on draft SPD 

April - May 2008 August - November 2007 
Consideration of representations 
and finalise SPD 

May 2008 December 2007Adoption 

Table 5 

Progress: The timetable was set back in order to allow additional evidence to be gathered and 
for pre-consultation discussions to take place with a number of stakeholders in the process. 

Allocations DPD and Town Centre Area Action Plan 

The Council's March 2007 LDS indicated that the Council would commence preparation of the 
Allocations DPD and the Town Centre Area Action Plan DPD in September 2007. Work to date 
has concentrated on evidence gathering including housing, employment, retail and commercial 
leisure surveys. The Council will be publishing a revised LDS in early 2009 that will include a 
review of these DPD and timescales. 

Impact of new national and regional planning guidance 

The principal changes to national policy and guidance in 2007 and 2008 impacting upon 
development plan production in Stockport Borough have been:-

1. Planning Policy Statement 12 (June 2008) and related regulations made some changes to 
the stages in plan production, including allowing greater flexibility in the way that planning 
authorities consult stakeholders in the earlier stages of plan preparation, and making provision 
for formal representations on the plan document prior to its submission to the Secretary of 
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State.These changes will impact upon the milestones in the timetables for preparation of plan 
documents, including the Core Strategy. 

2. The Housing Green Paper (July 2007) which set a national target of two million new houses 
by 2016 and three million by 2020. It also introduced a new round of Growth Points. Greater 
Manchester was successful in its bid to become one of the new Growth Points. Manchester, 
Salford, Trafford and Bolton are the focus of the proposed 20% increase in housing provision 
above Regional Spatial Strategy housing requirements. However, the whole of Greater 
Manchester has a role to play in achieving the objective of bringing new homes forward 
particularly in the period to 2016. The impact of the economic downturn globally will however 
be a major factor in the achievement of this objective, particularly in the short term. 

3. Government policy has stated that the number of new homes required to be built in each local 
authority area set down in the Regional Spatial Strategy is a minimum level of provision not 
a maximum. 

The Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West was published by the Secretary of State in 
September 2008.This set the minimum housing requirement for Stockport Borough at 450 dwellings 
per annum, net of demolitions. As a consequence of this and the national drive for more housing 
it was decided by Stockport Council in October 2008 to revert to the threshold at which UDP 
Review Policy HP1.2 Phasing of Housing Development becomes operative as set down in the 
policy.This increased the supply threshold from 5 times the annual RSS figure (450 dwellings net) 
to 10 times.  As there is less than ten years supply at the current time Policy HP1.2 is not operative. 

4NW, as Regional Planning Body, has decided to change the scope of the Partial Review of RSS, 
to focus on a limited number of discrete technical issues addressing strategic gaps in RSS policy. 
The Partial Review will now focus on:-

Gypsies and Travellers 
Travelling Showpeople, and 
Regional Car Parking standards 

Stockport Council will need to have regard to the policies arising from the Partial Review of RSS 
in formulating its Local Development Framework, as timetabling permits. 
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5 Monitoring of Policy Performance 

The following sections of this report monitor the performance of Stockport's policies, in line with 
both Government Core Indicators and additional Local Indicators, pursuant to paragraphs 4 and 
5 of Regulation 48 of the Town and Country Planning (Local Development) (England) Regulations 
2004. 

Changes to Indicators 

The Government has issued revised Core Indicators (shown as "New Indicators" in Table 5) for 
Local Authorities to report to for the 2007/08 reporting period and each section gives further detail 
on new indicators and the retention, amalgamation or deletion of existing options.  However an 
overall picture of the new and existing indicators is shown in the table below. Table 5 shows 
Existing Core Indicators which are the indicators being replaced by the newly issued options. 
Local indicators can be created by Local Authorities and in Stockport's case were developed by 
Officers in the Planning Policy team. These have been retained and are shown in the latter part 
of Table 5. 

This AMR has been restructured to reflect the changes to the Core Indicators, with the major area 
of restructure being the introduction of a section titled "Environmental Quality" where the restructured 
core indicators of Flood Protection & Water Quality, Biodiversity and Renewable Energy have 
been included, together with any existing relevant local indicators.  It was also deemed useful to 
incorporate and retain the former core indicators on Transport into this section as management 
of transport issues is key to maintaining the quality of the environment, through reduction of 
emissions. There is scope in the review of the structure of future AMRs to re-establish Transport 
as its own section reflecting its cross-cutting impact on social and economic as well as environmental 
factors. 

The local indicators on land use and Green Belt Protection, previously found in the "Other Local 
Indicators" section, have also moved to the Environmental Quality section as they are also relevant 
to maintaining environmental quality. 

Finally the "Other Local Indicators" section is re-named "Heritage & Conservation" since the 
remaining local indicators reflect that issue. There will be an exercise in re-numbering of indicators 
in next year's AMR but for ease of reference the old local indicator references have been retained 
in this report. 

Existing Core Indicators New Core Indicators 

Business Development & Town Centres 

1(a) Amount of floorspace development for 
employment by type - Target: 6ha per annum over a 
rolling 5 year period 

BD1 Total amount of additional 
floorspace - by type 

1(b) Amount of floorspace developed for employment 
by type, in employment or regeneration areas 

BD2 Total amount of employment 
floorpsace on previously developed land 
- by type 
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Existing Core Indicators New Core Indicators 

Monitoring of Policy Performance 5 

1(e) Losses of employment land in: (i) employment / 
regeneration areas and (ii) local authority area 

1(f) Amount of employment land lost to residential 
development 

2(a) Housing Trajectory showing 

(i) net additional dwellings over the previous five year 
period or since the start of the relevant development 
plan document period, whichever is longer 

(ii) net additional dwellings for the current year 

1(c) Amount of floorspace by employment type which 
is on previously developed land - Target 100% 

1(d) Employment land available by type - Target 6ha 
per annum over the plan period 

(iii) projected net additional dwellings up to the end of 
the relevant development plan document period or 
over a ten year period from its adoption, whichever is 
the longer 

(iv) the annual new additional dwellings requirement; 
and 

H2(d) Managed delivery target 

(v) Annual average number of net additional dwellings 
needed to meet overall housing requirements, having 
regard to the previous year's performance 

H3 New and converted dwellings - on 
previously developed land 

2(b) Percentage of new and converted dwellings on 
previously developed land - Target 97% 

H4 Net additional pitches (Gypsy and 
Traveller) 

2(c) Percentage of dwellings built at a density of: i less 
than 30 dwellings/ha (target 20%); ii 30-50 

H5 Gross affordable housing completions 

dwellings/ha (target 40%); iii more than 50 
dwellings/ha (arget 40%) 

2(d) Affordable Housing completions Target 30 per 
annum 

H6 Housing Quality - Building for Life 
Assessments 

Transport Environmental Quality 

BD3 Employment land available - by type 

BD4 Total amount of floorspace for 'town 
centre uses' 

Housing 

H1 Plan period and housing targets 

H2(a) Net additional dwellings - in 
previous years 

H2(b) Net additional dwellings - for the 
reporting year 

H2(c) Net additional dwellings - in future 
years 
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Existing Core Indicators New Core Indicators 

3(a) Numbers of new non-residential developments 
complying with Council parking standards as set out 
in the UDP 

E1 Number of planning permissions 
granted contrary to Environment Agency 
advice on flooding and water quality 
grounds 

3(b) Percentage of new residential development within 
30 minutes public transport time of a GP, hospital, 

E2 Changes in areas of biodiversity 
importance 

primary and secondary school, employment and a 
major health centre 

Local Services E3 Renewable energy generation 

4(a) Amount of completed retail, office and leisure 
developments 

4(b) Amount of retail, office and leisure development 
completed in town centres 

4(c) Percentage of eligible open spaces managed to 
green flag award standard 

Minerals 

5(a) Production of primary land won aggregates M1 Production of primary land won 
aggregates by mineral planning authority 

5(b) Production of secondary/recycled aggregates M2 Production of secondary and 
recycled aggregates by mineral planning 
authority 

Waste 

6(a) Capacity for new waste management facilities by 
type 

W1 Capacity of new waste management 
facilities by waste planning authority 

6(b) Amount of municipal waste arising and managed 
by management type and the percentage each 
management type represents of the waste managed. 

W2 Amount of municipal waste arising 
and managed by management type by 
waste planning authority 

Flood Protection & Water Quality 

7 Number of planning applications granted permission 
contrary to the advice of the Environment agency on 
either flood defence grounds or water quality 

Biodiversity 

8 Change in areas and populations of biological 
importance, including: i change in priority habitats and 

5Monitoring of Policy Performance 
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Existing Core Indicators New Core Indicators 

species *(by type) and ii change in areas designated 
for their intrinsic environmental value including sites 
of international, regional, sub regional or local 
significance Target no net loss of any sites of special 
conservation importance (SSSI/SBI/LNR) 

Renewable Energy 

9 Renewable energy capacity installed by type 

Local Indicators 

Business Development 

I Unemployment rate in borough and highest ward rates relative to borough average - Target 
reduce levels of unemployment in wards with the highest rates 

Housing 

II.i Number of dwellings constructed per annum (5 year average) - Target 260 per annum (this 
figure incorporates an extra 40 dwellings to take into account clearances) 

II.ii Number of dwellings demolished per annum - Target 40 (the figure given is not a target as 
such but rather an estimate of the number of dwellings demolished as part of regeneration 
initiatives and private sector development) 

II.iii Percentage of dwellings granted planning permission / constructed on windfall and allocated 
sites 

II.iv Number of new dwellings in Stockport Town Centre granted planning permission and 
constructed during the monitoring year 

Transport 

III.i Percentage of development schemes requiring travel plans in which plans are secured 
(through Section 106 agreement) Target 100% 

Local Services 

IV.i Number of vacant properties in Stockport town and district centres and vacancy rates as a 
percentage in i primary shopping; ii all frontages Target - an overall reduction 

IV.ii Retailer representation of major national multiples Target - no less 

IV.iii Change in the amount of recreational and amenity open space Target - no less 

IV.iv Change in area of protected urban open space Target - no less 

Monitoring of Policy Performance 5 
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IV.v Amount of children's play and casual recreational facility provided from new development 
Targets - 1 Formal 1.7ha/1000 population; Children's 0.7ha/1000 population 

Minerals 

V Area of land of known mineral resource lost to development. 

Renewable Energy 

IX Number of Building Research Establishment (BRE) Certificates issued by development type. 

Other Local Indicators 

X.i Heritage: number and size of conservation areas Target - no less 

X.ii Heritage: number of listed buildings / ancient scheduled monuments / buildings of local 
interest Target - no less 

XI Environmental Protection & Improvement: area of derelict / vacant / underused land brought 
into use 

XII Green Belt Protection: number of consents for inappropriate development in the Green Belt 
Target - no non-substantiated loss of Green Belt 

5Monitoring of Policy Performance 

Table 6 Summary of Indicators & Changes 
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6 Business Development and Town Centre 

Stockport's draft new Sustainable Community Strategy states its main economic aim to be "Build 
a more competitive and sustainable economy in Stockport".  Stockport is one of the most prosperous 
boroughs in the North West and has a diverse economy, including above average representation 
of regional growth industries. However, there are also areas of disadvantage and deprivation and 
the Council aims to ensure all communities can share the borough’s wealth.  In light of current 
economic uncertainty, flexibility in economic structures will be key in ensuring a sustainable 
economy in the Borough. 

Some of the economic challenges outlined in the new Sustainable Community Strategy are: 

Making the transition to a low carbon economy 
Relatively low growth trend in the economy 
Increasing economic growth without a corresponding growth in waste generation 
Addressing relatively high youth unemployment and young people not in employment, education 
or training 
Enabling people to realise their employment potential within Stockport, in particular retaining 
skilled people 
Utilising the ageing population 
Small but significant proportion of the local population lacking basic skills 
Meeting skills shortages 
Concentrations of worklessness in deprived areas 

Planning policies aim to ensure that sufficient employment land is available and that new 
developments are directed to the most appropriate sites in order to encourage regeneration of 
existing employment areas, particularly through making work accessible and especially using 
sustainable transport modes. 

Relevant policies: 

E1 Overall Supply of Land for Development 

Within the constraints set by green belt and other open land policies, the Council will ensure 
that development sites are available during the plan period to meet the requirements of local 
and incoming businesses and industries. 
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E2 Location and Design of Employment Uses 

The Council will direct new industrial and office development primarily to employment areas 
and identified development sites within the borough. 

In considering proposals for development on these sites, the Council will apply the 
considerations set out in UDP transport policies in relation to the impact upon existing 
infrastructure and the accessibility of sites by sustainable modes of transport. 

The design of new development will be required to be of a high standard and make provision 
for access for people with disabilities. it should also seek to minimise environmental impact. 

E3 Protection / Regeneration of Employment Areas 

The Council will seek to retain and promote the use of the best existing employment land 
(defined as employment areas on the proposals map) for employment purposes and 
complementary uses. 

6Business Development and Town Centre 

Core Indicators 

As stated earlier in this document, changes have been made to Core Indicators for this year's 
report.  Below is a table showing the new Core Indicators against previous report requirements 
and associated targets. 

BD1: Total amount of additional 
floorspace by type 

BD2: Total amount of employment 
floorspace on previously developed 
land - by type 

BD3: Employment Land available by 
type 

BD4: Total amount of floorspace for 
Town Centre Uses 

Original Indicators New Indicators 

1(d) Employment land available by type - Target 6 ha 
per annum over the plan period 

1(e) Losses of Employment Land in: (i) 
employment/regeneration areas and; (ii) local authority 
area 

1(a) Amount of floorspace developed for employment by 
type - Target 6 ha per annum over a rolling 5 year period 

1(b) Amount of floorspace developed for employment by 
type, in employment or regeneration areas 

1(c)Amount of floorspace by employment type which is 
on previously developed land - Target 100% 



26 

Original Indicators New Indicators 

1(f) Amount of employment land lost to residential 
development 

Business Development and Town Centre 6 

Table 7 Business Development Core Output Indicator Changes 

It is the Council's intention to continue to collate data on those old indicators no longer required 
at national level, as much of the information they provide is useful in terms of measuring local 
performance levels and achievement. 

Details of industrial and commercial land availability continue to be collated annually by the Council 
in the Employment Land Availability Schedule. This schedule records new planning permissions, 
completions and employment land available in the borough on allocated sites, as set out in the 
UDP. Completion data for 2002 and 2003 was collected at the same time and so the total area 
for completions has been equally split between the two years. Traditionally, Stockport has recorded 
the amount of employment land available or completed in hectares and this information is reflected 
in Table 7. However, in accordance with Government Core Indicator requirements for data in m2 

Table 8 displays the floorspace (where available) for completions in Stockport borough (please 
note the floorspace recorded may be slightly lower than actual as not all applications list the relevant 
floorspace). 

The average amount of employment land developed since 1998 stands at 7.27 hectares per 
annum. The target set in the original core indicator 1a of 6 hectares of employment land to be 
developed over a five year rolling period has been exceeded. An actual total of 8.62 hectares have 
been developed in Stockport for this reporting year. 

The trend for office completions (B1) has remained relatively steady over the last ten years with 
an above average provision for the current reporting year 2007/8. This year is the first year for 
some time to see a considerable reduction in industrial/commercial development area, being less 
than 2 hectares. This could be as a result of development not coming forward and the Council 
still has 40 ha of land in the pipeline for B2/B8 uses, either allocated or with permission granted. 
Future monitoring and research will establish if this is a unique result for this monitoring period or 
part of a trend - whether as part of the global economic situation or reflecting changes in employment 
sectors in Stockport. 

Average 2007/82006/72005/62004200320022001200019991998Year 

3.146.823.352.252.733.263.261.441.493.223.59B1 

4.131.85.364.866.812.842.842.473.165.755.41B2/B8 

7.278.628.717.119.546.16.13.914.658.979Total 

Table 8 Amount of Industrial/ Commercial land developed in Stockport 1998 - 2007/8 (ha) 

Average 2007/082006/072005/062004200320022001200019991998Year 

B1 14709 16294 7936 9715 11050 11050 8101 8085 13015 24461 12442 
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Average 2007/082006/072005/062004200320022001200019991998Year 

132364624216511750717104103751037613878110231476111064B2/B8 

6Business Development and Town Centre 

2567829085346662559225205214272142823593189593105525773Total 

Table 9  Amount of Industrial/ Commercial floorspace developed in Stockport 1998 - 2007/8 (square meters) 

The total floorspace completed for industrial and commercial developments in this reporting year 
is the third highest year out of the past 10 years. 87.7% of the amount of floorspace completed 
was on previously developed land. This is an increase of 2.7% on last year's figure, but still less 
than the 100% achievements of 2005/6 and 2003/4 as well as being lower than the 2004/5 figure 
of 95.8%. The main reason for the figure being lower than 100% is that completions on the Cheadle 
Royal Business Park are counted as greenfield. This is a long standing employment area within 
Stockport that has been significantly developed since its allocation under a different planning 
regime. 

Comparison to 2006/72007/8Industrial & Commercial Development 

29,420 m2 (85.0%)29,049 m2 (87.7%)Total floorspace completed (Gross) that is 
on Previously Developed Land 

68.94 ha60.62 haTotal amount of Employment land available 
for Industrial & Commercial Use: 

32.75 ha25.93 haOffice (B1) 

36.19 ha*34.69 haIndustrial (B2/B8) 

68.94 ha60.62 haTotal 

(includes mixed use) 

29922.8 m212496m2Total Amount of Industrial / commercial 
Floorpsace lost to other uses (i.e all other 
use classes) 

Table 10 Industrial and Commercial developments (UCO B1, B2 and B8) in Stockport MBC 

As shown in Table 5 the amount of employment land available for development continues to fall. 
Including sites that are under construction, Stockport has 25.93 hectares of office (B1) land 
available, and 8.27 hectares of industrial (B2/B8) land available. The target of 6 ha per annum as 
set out in the original Core Indicator 1d has therefore still been exceeded. 

The original indicator 1f relates to the loss of employment land to residential development. Building 
control records indicate that approximately  81,645m2 of employment floorspace was given over 
to housing over the last monitoring period. 

As shown in Table 10 below the high level of reduction in the amount of industrial space (Use 
Class B2/B8) developed is reflected across the committee areas.  Only Werneth shows an increase 
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in the amount of area developed for this use class when compared with its figure for the previous 
monitoring year of 300m2. The actual number of completions however is only marginally down on 
the previous year reflecting the broad spread of development in all committee areas (except 
Werneth) for B1 development.  In terms of sustainable development this broad spread of 
employment development reflects the best ideals of sustainable employment.  However there is 
still a reduction in the amount of land developed overall for B1 use and this will be monitored in 
subsequent AMRs. 

Total Area (m2)Area B2 and 
B8 (m2) 

Area B1 (m2)No. B1, B2 
and B8 

Completions 

Committee Area 

514948323175Tame Valley 

6121061212Victoria 

4086040861Cheadle 

1322013221Marple 

3773526252Four Heatons 

3240324003Werneth 

963625093863Stepping Hill 

2604026041Bramhall 

3317186742446118Stockport (Total) 

871005360033500232006/7 Totals 

Table 11 Industrial and Commercial Completions in each Committee Area (2007/8) 

Local Indicator 

(I) Unemployment rate in borough & highest ward rates relative to borough average - Target: 
Reduce levels of unemployment in wards with the highest rates. 

Stockport MBC continues to receive monthly unemployment reports from the Manchester 
Enterprises Research and Intelligence Team (MERIT). This data is compiled by MERIT from 
statistics provided by the Office of National Statistics (ONS). The data is based upon the 
economically active population aged 16 years to retirement. 

During the Reporting Period (01.04.07-31.03.08) Stockport retained one of the lowest levels of 
unemployment in the Greater Manchester region maintaining the same level of unemployment as 
the last reporting period (1.8%).  However this reporting period does not cover the recent impacts 
of economic downturn. 

http:01.04.07-31.03.08
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RateNumberArea 

Mar 08Mar 07%age 
Change 

Mar 08Mar 07 

6Business Development and Town Centre 

2.72.8-4.243804571Bolton 

2.12.10.323712363Bury 

3.53.9-9.81082612000Manchester 

3.03.2-5.739764218Oldham 

3.13.2-3.439774118Rochdale 

2.83.2-13.038604436Salford 

1.81.8-1.830183072Stockport 

2.62.6-2.034473517Tameside 

1.72.0-14.422502630Trafford 

2.52.7-6.048595168Wigan 

2.72.9-6.84296446093Greater Manchester 

2.62.8-6.4112122119759North West 

2.22.5-11.8842827956022United Kingdom 

Table 12 Greater Manchester: total unemployment March 2008 (annual change) 

Overleaf are maps displaying the average percentage rate of unemployment by ward for the male, 
female and total populations for the current reporting year (2007/08) and the previous reporting 
year (2006/07). This allows comparison of conditions in each ward and with last year's figures. 
Readers should note the following limitations and structure to the maps: 

The wards used are dictated by MERIT data which uses the pre-2004 ward delineations. 
Retention of the old ward structure allows comparison with previous years data 
Ranges on the legends for each map show the variance in data structure for each group i.e. 
male, female and total; users should note the range variations when comparing maps 
Due to the differences in data levels between the three groups it was deemed simpler to 
acknowledge the range variance rather than try and amend it. 
Darker areas on the maps indicate areas of higher unemployment 

The following points are revealed by the mapped data. Female unemployment is more widespread 
when compared with the Male unemployment data.  Edgeley, Brinnington and South Reddish 
show the highest figures on all three maps for the reporting year, with North Reddish alone 
registering top level in the Female Unemployment figures.  South and North Marple, East and 
West Bramhall and Cheadle Hulme South show lowest levels on all maps for this year's reporting. 
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In comparison with 2006/7 data there is no real improvement evident for Female Unemployment 
figures (the ranges of data change little too). The Male Unemployment data shows marginal 
improvement in Great Moor, Heald Green, Cheadle and North Reddish, even allowing for data 
range slight differences. Taking into account the increase in the upper ranges on the Total 
Unemployment data for 2007/8 compared to the previous year, there is limited improvement in 
Romiley, Great Moor, Manor, Davenport and North Reddish. 
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6Business Development and Town Centre 

The Graph overleaf shows the Total Annual Unemployment Rate by Ward from 2004/05 to 2007/08. 
This graph shows that there is little variation in the levels over the last few years, but also no 
considerable decrease either, particularly in those wards which have a relatively high level of 
unemployment such as Brinnington and South Reddish. The Borough averages for 2007/8 for 
Female (0.9%), Male (2.4%) and Total (1.7%) show no change on last year's averages except for 
the Male figure which was 2.5% last year. 
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7 Housing 

The Council's main aspiration for housing, as set out in the new draft of the Sustainable Community 
Strategy, is to tackle the challenges of housing affordability and availability including social housing 
needs.  Amongst other issues, this will involve addressing competing land demands for housing, 
economic development and green space.  Other challenges include to provide housing that delivers 
reduced carbon emissions through energy efficient design and use of sustainable technologies. 
Location of housing relative to employment, services and retail facilities is key to achieving a 
sustainable Stockport. 

Since last year's AMR the Government has published the North West Regional Spatial Strategy 
which sets housing targets for Stockport of 450 new dwellings per annum for the life of the plan. 

Relevant Policy 

Policy L 4 Regional Housing Provision 

Local Authorities should monitor and manage the availability of land identified in plans and 
strategies and through development control decisions on proposals and schemes, to achieve 
the housing provision (net of clearance replacement) set out (below). 

Stockport Total Housing Provision 2003 - 2021:  8,100 dwellings 

Stockport Annual Average rate of Housing Provision:  450 dwellings 

Indicative target proportion of housing provision to use brownfield land and buildings:  At least 
80% 

The relevant UDP policy is HP1 Housing Provision which states that 'Because sufficient land exists 
in the borough in the form of urban area windfalls and limited brownfield allocations, the Council 
will refuse applications for housing on land which involves greenfield sites, building on urban open 
space or land allocated for employment purposes'. 

The Council will monitor planning permissions for dwellings and phase development to ensure 
that provision is broadly in line with regional planning guidance requirements and a five-year supply 
is maintained. 

Core Indicators 

As in the previous section, Government's review has resulted in changes to the Core Indicators 
and below is a table outlining original and replacement indicators. 

Old Core Indicators New Core Indicators 

H1 Plan Period & Housing Targets 2(a) Housing Trajectory showing: 
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Old Core Indicators New Core Indicators 

i. Net additional dwellings over the previous five year 
period or since the start of the relevant development plan 
document 

H2(a) Net additional dwellings in 
previous years 

ii. net additional dwellings for the current year H2(b) Net additional dwellings for the 
reporting year 

iii. projected net additional dwellings up to the end of the 
relevant development plan document period or over a 
ten year period from its adoption, whichever is the longer 

H2(c) Net additional dwellings in future 
years 

iv. The annual net additional dwelling requirement; and H2(d) Managed delivery target 

v. Annual average number of net additional dwellings 
needed to meet overall housing requirements, having 
regard to the previous year's performance 

H3 New & converted dwellings on 
previously developed land 

2(b) Percentage of new and converted dwellings on 
previously developed land - Target 97% 

H4 Gypsy & Traveller net additional 
pitches 

2(c) Percentage of dwellings built at a density of: H5 Gross Affordable Housing 
Completions 

i. Less than 30 dwellings/ha - Target 20%H6 Housing Quality - Building for Life 
Assessments 

ii. 30-50 dwellings/ha - Target 40% 

iii. More than 50 dwellings/ha - Target 40% 

2(d) Affordable housing completions - Target 30 per 
annum 

Housing7 

Table 13 Housing Core Indicator Changes 

As can be seen in Table 13 ‘Housing Core Indicator Changes’ there has been a considerable 
streamlining of indicators. This report reflects data which reports to existing and new Core 
Indicators.  Stockport will review existing Core Indicators and decide whether to continue to collate 
data on the original suite of indicators and include redundant core indicators in the Local Indicator 
reporting in subsequent years. These data sources are useful in informing policy development in 
the emerging LDF. 

This year's report delivers responses to all of the new Core Indicators except for H6 Housing 
Quality - Building for Life Assessments.  Officers are currently researching methods for monitoring 
achievement of this standard. 
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Housing trajectory 

The Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the North West of England was published in 2008. RSS 
increased Stockport’s annual average rate of housing provision from 220 dwellings to 450 dwellings. 
The new figure is to apply from 2003 to 2021, during which time 8,100 additional dwellings should 
be provided in the borough. 

Total completions have varied widely in the last 5 years but the actual annual average is currently 
520 dwellings, 70 more than the RSS average rate. The RSS requirement has been exceeded by 
350 dwellings and therefore the level of housing provision required over the next 5 years is 1900 
dwellings (or 380 p.a.). 

Completions over the next three years are projected to be below both the actual average completion 
rate (520) and the RSS rate (450). This is due to the current economic climate which has led to a 
reduction in both development starts and completions since April 2008. This is likely to continue 
into 2009, with starts, particularly on the larger sites, being delayed. 

Stockport Council has predicted that from 2011 onwards completions will again start to exceed 
the borough’s RSS requirement. The housing provision total of 8,100 dwellings by 2021 is not a 
maximum figure and therefore completions are expected to continue at 450 dwellings a year until 
the end of the plan period. It is predicted that by 2021 excess completions will be approximately 
equal to an additional year's worth of provision. 



42 

Housing7 

49
0

35
0

44
0

35
0

56
5

55
0

55
0

50
0

45
0

45
0

45
0

45
0

45
0

45
0

-1
000

10
0

20
0

30
0

40
0

50
0

60
0

70
0

80
0

2003/04

2004/05

2005/06

2006/07

2007/08

2008/09

2009/10

2010/11

2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18

2018/19

2019/20

2020/21

Ye
ar

Number of Dwellings (Net)

To
ta

l A
ct

ua
l C

om
pl

et
io

ns

To
ta

l P
ro

je
ct

ed
 C

om
pl

et
io

ns

P
la

n 
= 

an
nu

al
is

ed
 s

tra
te

gi
c 

al
lo

ca
tio

n

M
an

ag
e 

= 
an

nu
al

 re
qu

ire
m

en
t t

ak
in

g 
in

to
 a

cc
ou

nt
 a

ct
ua

l/p
ro

je
ct

ed
co

m
pl

et
io

ns

F
ig

u
re

 8
 H

o
u

si
n

g
 T

ra
je

ct
o

ry
 fo

r 
th

e 
P

la
n

 P
er

io
d

 2
00

3-
21

 



43 

7Housing 

Housing provision 

Reviewing Table 14 ‘Number and type of dwellings with planning permissions granted and 
outstanding 2007/8’ below, comparison with 2006/7 figures cannot be undertaken as these were 
recorded as a gross figure not net.  However, there was a significant fall in the number of dwellings 
with outstanding planning permission on previously developed land.There was also an associated 
reduction in developments with planning permission on greenfield sites, conversions and change 
of use. It should be noted that no permissions were granted either in this period or the previous 
two monitoring periods for changes of use on greenfield sites. 

For all types of housing development, a slight reduction in permissions granted is evident in 2007/8 
as compared to 2006/7. 

Total 
for all 
types 

Change of use Conversions New build 
on 
Greenfield 
sites 

New build 
on 
Previously 
Developed 
Land 
(PDL) 

On 
Greenfield 

On 
PDL 

23871255522171781Number of net 
dwellings with 
outstanding planning 
permission (at 31st 
March 2008) 

442010850329Number of gross 
dwellings granted 
planning permission 
2007/8 

Table 14 Number and type of dwellings with planning permissions granted and outstanding 2007/8 

In the reporting year 96% of new and converted dwelings were built on previously developed land 
which is a decrease from previous years. The Government target of 97% is no longer part of the 
Core Indicators, however it remains a Best Value Performance Indicator and a target in the Council 
plan, this year's figure is only 1% short of this target. 

% of new dwellings on PDL Year 

962007/8 

982006/7 

992005/6 

842004/5 
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% of new dwellings on PDL Year 

Housing7 

2003/4 99 

Table 15 Percentage of new and converted dwellings on PDL (completions) 

Figure 9 ‘Previously Developed Land Trajectory Graph’ details a Previously Developed Land 
trajectory for the next five years, predicting the achievement of good rates up to 2013. 
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Figure 9 Previously Developed Land Trajectory Graph 

Figure 10 ‘New Housing Density Provision’ reflects the percentages of new housing density 
provision in the borough over the last six monitoring years on sites of 5 properties or more. The 
graph shows that this year density percentages reflect a healthy mix of housing types (i.e flats, 
houses etc) since there is a greater balance between the upper two levels of greater than 50 
properties/ha and 30 to 50 properties/ha. The steady reduction of sites with less than 30 
properties/ha is welcomed as a move to more sustainably designed and proportioned housing 
density. 
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Figure 10 New Housing Density Provision 

A total of 71 affordable dwellings were completed in 2007/8, which is above average for recent 
years. The average for the last 5 years is 44. This year's new affordable dwellings were completed 
in the following committee areas:- Stepping Hill (32 units), Victoria (26 units), Tame Valley (8 units) 
and Bramhall (5 units). 

Number of Affordable Dwellings 
completed 

Dwelling Type / Size 

2Flat - 1 bed 

50Flat - 2 bed 

0House - 1 bed 

5House - 2 bed 

12House - 3 bed 

2House - 4 bed 

71Total 

Table 16 Number of Affordable Dwellings completed in 2007/8 by Type / Size 
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116 affordable dwellings were granted planning permission in 2007/8. This is 100% more than in 
the previous year. The permissions were granted in the following committee areas:- Tame Valley 
(71 units), Marple (29 units), Victoria (11 units), Werneth (3 units) and Stepping Hill (2 units). 59% 
of the affordable dwellings were granted permission through planning policy (i.e. Section 106 
agreements). 

The new indicators require Local Authorities to collect data with regards to the Buildings for Life 
Standard.  Stockport Council will investigate over the coming months available data and methods 
for recording such achievements. 

Local Indicators 

(II.i) Number of dwellings constructed per annum - Target: 450 

(II.ii) Number of dwellings demolished per annum - Target: 40 (this not a target but rather an 
estimate of the number of dwellings demolished as part of regeneration initiatives and private 
sector development). 

(II.iii) Percentage of dwellings granted planning permission/ constructed on windfall and 
allocated sites. 

(II.iv) Number of new dwellings in Stockport Town Centre granted planning permission and 
constructed during the monitoring year. 

Despite 109 less dwellings being completed in this monitoring year as compared to the same 
period in 2006/7, Stockport has once more exceeded its original target of 220 completions per 
annum, and the average 5 year completion rate now stands at 520. This year's completions of 
632 dwellings also ensures Stockport achieves its target as outlined by the newly published RSS 
of 450 dwellings per annum until 2021. 



47 

Number of additional dwellings completed Year 

6322007/8 

7412006/7 

4892005/6 

4052004/5 

3332003/4 

5205 year average 

7Housing 

Table 17 Number of dwellings completed per annum 

The number of dwellings completed in 2007/8 has fluctuated in all committee areas - see Table 
17 below. This year the highest level of completions has been Stepping Hill.  Marple and Four 
Heatons saw the lowest number of housing completions in this monitoring period, both down from 
last year's figures. Werneth and Bramhall have both seen improvements in the numbers of new 
dwellings this year. 

Number of dwellings 
completed 2006/7 

Number of dwellings 
completed 2007/8 

Committee Area 

4769Bramhall 

6088Cheadle 

9144Four Heatons 

4922Marple 

55166Stepping Hill 

26673Tame Valley 

134109Victoria 

3961Werneth 

741632Total 

Table 18 Number of dwellings (net) built in each committee area 

The majority of dwellings completed in 2007/8 were houses, which is in contrast to previous years 
when approximately two thirds of completions were flats. However, the majority of new dwellings 
are still 1 and 2 bedroomed properties (54%) and the predominant type remains the 2 bed flat. 

The largest number of completions this year in terms of houses on individual sites have been on 
the Rostherne Road development in Adswood by Lovell (77 houses), and at Melland Park, off 
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Station Road in North Reddish by Barratt Homes (35 houses). The two most significant flatted 
developments have both been in Hazel Grove (Stepping Hill Committee Area). 68 sheltered flats 
have been built so far by McCarthy and Stone as part of the Woodgrove Court development, and 
Redrow completed 44 flats at their Cooper Court scheme.

 Flats to 
Houses split

% of Total 
Number of gross 

completions 
Dwelling Type / Size 

337 Flats15.8%113Flat - 1 bed 

30.7%220Flat - 2 bed 47% of Total 

0.4%3Flat - 3 bed 

0.1%1Flat - 4 bed 

380 Houses0.0%0House - 1 bed 

7.5%54House - 2 bed 53% of Total 

28.2%202House - 3 bed 

17.3%124House - 4+ bed 

100717Total 

Table 19 New Dwellings by Type 

In the adopted UDP Review, it was estimated that 40 dwellings a year would be demolished in 
the borough as part of regeneration initiatives and private sector development. This figure is not 
a target, but was an estimate based on past trends and was accepted by the Inspector at the 2004 
Public Inquiry. The number of demolitions in recent years has been below 40 but due to the 
clearance of some unfit social housing stock in Brinnington (Top Shops / Precinct site) this year, 
the average for the last five years is now 32. Therefore, the UDP estimate remains quite a robust 
figure. 

Total number of dwellings cleared Year 

852007/8 

202006/7 

252005/6 

142004/5 

152003/4 

325 year average 

Table 20 Total number of dwellings cleared per annum 
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The total number of dwellings with outstanding planning permission in this report's monitoring 
period was 2,387. The total number of dwellings granted planning permission was 442. These 
are gross figures and therefore difficult to compare with previous years' net figures. 

100% of dwellings granted planning permission in 2007/8 (and 2006/7) were on windfall sites. In 
respect of dwellings completed during the year, only 17 out of a total 632 dwellings were not on 
a windfall site. 

25 new dwellings were completed in Stockport Town Centre (SK1) during this monitoring period. 
This is 46% less than last year's total of 46 dwellings. However, the number of new dwellings 
granted permission in the Town Centre in 2007/8 was 47% more than in 2006/7. 

213 Town Centre dwellings were granted permission this year compared with 145 last year. The 
most significant Town Centre housing developments approved this year are MAC House, St 
Thomas's Place (74 units) and the Royal Oak Brewery site (51 units). An additional 59 units were 
also granted on the Greenhale House site, increasing the total number of units from 96 to 155. 

48% of all dwellings granted permission in 2007/8 were in the Town Centre. Last year's figure was 
30%. 
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8 Environmental Quality 

Stockport Council has a vision of a cleaner, greener, safer, stronger Borough.  In order to manage 
harmful emissions, ensure a healthy environment, provide access for all to open green space and 
to ensure we make the most of the natural economy in Stockport, it is essential that we maintain 
a rich and diverse environment. This section is new to the AMR Structure but is actually an 
amalgamation of retained core indicators from the previous framework of indicators. 

The following three Core Indicators will be reported on in this section. 

Core Indicators Environmental Quality 

E1: No of Planning Permissions granted contrary to Environment Agency advice on flooding 
& water quality grounds 

E2: Changes in areas of biodiversity importance 

E3: Renewable Energy Generation 

The three core indicators in this new section existed in previous AMRs under their own sections 
and have been amalgamated here, as per Government guidance. 

This section also includes the redundant core indicators for Transport which in future AMRs will 
form part of our local indicator suite, essential to monitoring the performance of policies in terms 
of Environmental Quality. The existing local indicator for Transport will also be retained within this 
section. 

In previous AMRs there were local indicators shown in a section titled "Other Local Indicators" 
which are relevant to Environmental Quality.  Namely the former "Environmental protection and 
improvement" now renamed "Land Management" with reference to derelict and vacant or under-used 
land.  Also the "Green belt and agriculture" local indicator moves to this section retaining the same 
title. 

The remaining local indicator in the former "Other Local Indicators" of "Heritage and Conservation" 
remains as a separate section under that title.  See section 12 of this report. 
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Flood Protection and Water Quality 

Relevant Policy: 

EP1.7 Development and Flood Risk 

The Council will not permit development, including the raising of land, where it would:-

i. be at risk from flooding; 

ii. increase the risk of flooding elsewhere 

iii. hinder future access to the watercourse for maintenance purposes 

iv. cause loss of the natural floodplain 

v. result in intensive culverting; 

vi. affect the integrity of existing flood defences 

vii. significantly increase surface water run-off 

Unless the applicant can demonstrate that satisfactory and sustainable measures will be 
implemented to overcome the adverse side effects.  All development which is likely to have 
an impact on drainage patterns should incorporate, as far as is practicable, sustainable 
drainage systems taking account of current Government advice. 

PPS25 “Development and Flood Risk” (December 2006) emphasises the relevance of the 
‘precautionary principle’ in managing development and flood risk and introduces a sequential 
approach to allocating and permitting sites for development. Where new development is, 
exceptionally, necessary in such areas, the policy aims to make it safe, without increasing flood 
risk elsewhere, and, where possible, reduce the flood risk overall. 

Core Indicator 

The wording of the Core Indicator has altered slightly and is detailed in the table below: 

Old Core IndicatorNew Core Indicator 

E1: No of Planning Permissions granted (7) Number of planning applications granted 
contrary to Environment Agency Advice on permission contrary to the advice of the 
flooding and water quality grounds Environment Agency on either flood defence 

grounds or water quality. 

Table 21 Flooding & Water Quality Indicator Changes 
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There were 9 applications that the Environment Agency objected to on flood defence grounds 
within the monitoring period. Of these, 2 applications have since been withdrawn.  I objection was 
withdrawn by the Environment Agency after submission of a Flood Risk Assessment with a further 
1 approved after the Flood Risk Assessment was submitted.  2 applications were approved by the 
Environment Agency, post Flood Risk Assessment submission, subject to conditions being met. 
2 sites are awaiting the provision of a Flood Risk Assessment and 1 site is awaiting the provision 
of a Section 106 document incorporating flood mitigation elements. 

No applications were objected to by the Environment Agency in relation to water quality during 
this monitoring period. 

Biodiversity 

A key aim of Stockport’s Community Strategy is to maintain green spaces and protect nature and 
wildlife. 

Relevant Policy: 

NE1 Biodiversity and Nature Conservation 

The Council will safeguard sites and areas of ecological and geological importance and will 
seek to safeguard and enhance the natural environment and biodiversity of the borough. 

NE1.1 Sites of Special Nature Conservation Importance 

Development which would destroy or adversely affect, directly or indirectly, the natural or 
wildlife value of a SSSI, NNR or LNR will not be permitted unless there is a justification for 
carrying out development in that particular area which overrides any harm to the substantial 
nature conservation value of these sites. 

Development in or likely to affect SSSIs will be subject to special scrutiny in accordance with 
national policy to safeguard such sites. 

In rare cases where development cannot be undertaken in alternative locations and is permitted 
in accordance with or as a rare exception to this policy, it should ensure the continuing viability 
of the habitat or wildlife interest of the site by adopting the following: 

Flexibility over the nature, scale, layout and density of development proposed; 

Measures which will remove or minimise damage to habitat and disturbance to wildlife; 

Appropriate provision for the future maintenance of the site. 

The conduct of an Environmental Assessment may be required. 
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Core Indicator 

The wording for this Core Indicator has changed as shown in the table below: 

Old Core IndicatorNew Core Indicator 

(8) Change in areas and populations of biological importance, 
including: 

E2: Changes in areas of 
biodiversity importance 

i. Change in priority habitats and species (by type) and 
ii. Change in areas designated for their intrinsic environmental 

value including sites of international, regional, sub regional or 
local significance. 

Target: No net loss of any sites of special conservation importance 
(SSSI/ SBI/ LNR). 

Table 22 Changes to Core Indicator 

Stockport Council will continue to monitor and report on the changes to area of the variety of 
protected sites throughout the Borough, as reflected in the UDP policies. 

As shown in the table below there has been an increase of one further Site of Biological Interest 
(SBI) at Cobden Cross Heath and a total gain in area of SBI's of 3.6 hectares across the Borough. 
Despite the partial loss of area at three sites in the Borough, there has been an overall gain in 
area across six sites, three of which are Grade A. 

DRAFT SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN STOCKPORT – 2007 REVIEW 

DISTRICT FACT SHEET (All areas in hectares) 
Net Change 

2006– 2007 

%No.200720061984 

1.61656429TOTAL NUMBER OF SBIS 

0.53.3703.6700.3421.9TOTAL AREA OF SBIS 

--151511TOTAL NUMBER GRADE A 

-0.1-0.5341.7342.2231.5TOTAL AREA GRADE A 

4.3124239TOTAL NUMBER GRADE B 
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DRAFT SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN STOCKPORT – 2007 REVIEW 

DISTRICT FACT SHEET (All areas in hectares) 

Net Change 

2006– 2007 

%No.200720061984 

0.92220.4218.489.1TOTAL AREA GRADE B 

--26269TOTAL NUMBER GRADE C 

1.31.8141.5139.7101.3TOTAL AREA GRADE C 

20072006Change in Grade of existing SBI Grid Ref 

----

AreaGradeNew Sites Grid Ref 

1.9BCobden Cross HeathSJ985872 

PresentAreaGradeSite Deleted in Part or in Total Grid Ref 

Total lost 

16.13.3ALady BrookSJ905857 

2.60.1CVernon Road Wood SJ922910 

1.40.1CWoodville Drive Wood SJ950879 

PresentAreaGradePartial Gains Grid Ref 

Total Gained 

3.30.5AMellor Moor Meadow SJ987875 

54.42.1AMarple & Torkington Woods SJ941882 

6.40.2ACrookilley Wood SJ916916 

Environmental Quality 8 
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DRAFT SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN STOCKPORT – 2007 REVIEW 

DISTRICT FACT SHEET (All areas in hectares) 

Net Change 

2006– 2007 

%No.200720061984 

2.60.1BStrines Wood SJ981864 

23.01.2CWoodbank Memorial Park SJ912905 

9.20.8CReddish Vale SJ912933 

Site visited with no change/ change to description only Grid Ref 

Ludworth Moor SJ997907 

Parrs Wood SJ861903 

Peeres Wood SJ970861 

Woodland off Ladybridge Road SJ879878 

Ernocroft Wood SJ973909 

8Environmental Quality 

Table 23 Sites of Biological Importance in Stockport (Source: GMEU) 

There are two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in Stockport. This has not changed over 
the last two monitoring periods as shown in Table 19 below. There are still nine Local Nature 
Reserves (LNR) in the Stockport area with an increase in size of 16.88ha which relates to work 
by officers to establish correct boundary locations. 

Comparison 
to 2005/6 

Comparison 
to 2006/7 

Total area 
(ha) 

Comparison 
to 2005/6 

Comparison 
to 2006/7 

Number 
of Sites 
2007/8 

Type of 
Site 

SameSame14.11SameSame2SSSI 

+8.3+3.6703.6+1+165SBI 

+14.75+16.88273.44SameSame9LNR 

Table 24 Number and area of designated green space types in Stockport 
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Renewable Energy 

Relevant policies: 

DCD1.8 Energy Efficient Design 

Development proposals should demonstrate that they have been designed so as to conserve 
and make efficient use of energy in the siting, layout, density and orientation of buildings, in 
the use of materials and detailed design, and in landscaping. 

MW3 Energy Efficiency 

Development proposals should demonstrate that they will achieve optimal efficiency of energy 
resources by means of the following: 

A good relationship to other land uses and contribution to reducing the need to travel, 
especially by private car; 

Adopting appropriate layout, density, design and use of materials. 

Non-fossil fuel sources of energy should be used, wherever possible. 
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MW3.1 Renewable Energy 

Proposals for renewable energy development will be permitted provided that: 

i. Access for construction traffic can be provided without danger to highway safety or 
significant damage to the environment. 

ii. there will be no significant detriment to areas of nature conservation, geological or 
archaeological interest; 

iii. there will be no unacceptable impact on Landscape Character Areas or visual amenity 

iv. no significant harm  will be caused to the amenities of neighbouring occupiers through 
noise emission, visual or other impact; 

v. no unacceptable electromagnetic disturbance will be caused to existing transmitting or 
receiving systems, or adequate measures will be taken to remedy or mitigate any such 
disturbance which may be caused; 

vi. there would be no detrimental impact on aircraft safety 

vii. no unacceptable damage will be caused to the appearance of an area by transmission 
lines between the development and their point of connection tot he local electricity 
distribution network; 

viii. Realistic means are put forward for securing the removal of any plant, buildings or 
structures when they become redundant, and for satisfactory restoration of the site. 

8Environmental Quality 

Core Indicator 

(9) Renewable energy capacity installed by type. 

The following changes have been made to the Core Indicator wording: 

Old IndicatorNew Indicator 

E3 Renewable Energy Generation 9 Renewable energy capacity installed by type 

Table 25 Core Indicator Changes 
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No planning applications were received in this monitoring period for the installation of renewable 
energy systems. However, this is not to say that no renewable energy systems have been installed 
in the borough, as systems may have been installed under permitted development rights or 
otherwise without the Council's awareness. 

Work will be undertaken in the coming year to establish a baseline data of any existing renewable 
energy installations not captured in previous AMRs. 

Local Indicators 

(IX) Number of Building Research Establishment (BRE) Certificates issued by development 
type. 

No BRE certificates were issued during this monitoring period.  However, thanks to new data being 
obtained it should be noted that there are three earlier registrations of Ecohomes in the borough 
prior to this monitoring period as follows: 

Year of Registration ScoreType of BREEAM Assessment 

200341.3 Pass EcoHomes 

200537.26 Pass EcoHomes 

200658.83 Very Good EcoHomes 

Table 26 Existing BREEAM Certificate Registrations in Stockport 

Restrictions on data access prevent the clarification of the exact nature of the technologies used 
(although one is part of the Council's Housing Stock).  However work is to be undertaken during 
the coming year to establish the type of existing sustainably built developments as well as renewable 
energy installations. 

In light of the recently launched Code for Sustainable Homes and proposed government targets 
for ensuring all housing achieves Code Levels as shown below, future AMRs will need to reflect 
the numbers of developments achieving Code ratings.  Code for Sustainable Homes is managed 
by BRE for the government and therefore is part of the suite of certificates issued by them - the 
AMR will, therefore, continue to report on this local indicator. 

Target Year Level of Code to be Achieved 

2010Code Level 3 (25% more energy efficient, 50% more water efficient) 

2013Code Level 4 (44% more energy efficient, 50% more water efficient) 
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Target Year Level of Code to be Achieved 

2016Code Level 6 (Zero Carbon, 80% more water efficient) 

8Environmental Quality 

Table 27 Code for Sustainable Homes Government Targets 

It should be noted that the levels of energy and water efficiency to be achieved for the Code levels 
are designed to obtain their requirement above a base rate of the 2006 Building Regulations 
requirements. 

Transport 

Stockport is a borough that aspires to get to grips with its transport problems and aims to tackle 
traffic congestion by promoting sustainable and healthy ways to travel and work. 

Relevant policy: 

TD1 Transport and Development 

Development should be located, designed and laid out to minimise, so far as possible, its 
impact on traffic levels, and to enable access by non-car modes of transport.  Developers 
should put forward measures to encourage trip making by sustainable modes of transport. 
Parking should be restricted especially at locations readily accessed by other modes, and 
measures devised to improve public transport to any sites or services inadequately served. 

Development that will generate an increase in traffic should minimise its environmental impact 
and help to reduce the addition to congestion on the borough’s roads.  Developers will be 
expected to mitigate the adverse impacts of traffic through measures to route traffic away from 
the most environmentally sensitive parts of the borough and unsuitable roads. 

Development resulting in the relocation of services and facilities closer to existing residential 
areas will be permitted. 

Where appropriate, the funding of or contributions to transport enhancements will be sought. 

ST1 Sustainable Transport 

The Council will carry out works and control development in order to ensure accessibility by 
sustainable transport modes (including public transport, cycling and walking). 

Local Indicators 

These indicators were not retained by Government as core indicators, however, it is recommended 
that Local Authorities continue to collect and monitor such data.  Stockport will continue to monitor 
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these indicators as local indicators in future versions of the AMR, as information on these issues 
are critical to achieving sustainable development. 

Original Core Indicators 

(3a) Numbers of new, non-residential, developments complying with Council parking standards 
as set out in the UDP. 

(3b) Percentage of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport time of a 
GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, employment and a major health centre. 

Table 23 below depicts the number of new developments completed in the local authority area 
( non-residential types), and the number of sites (above a minimum floorspace of 1000m2) complying 
with the regional car parking standards.  It should be noted that the parking standards are the 
maxima that planning policies allow.  Prior to 2006/7 reporting year the policies were a minimum 
standard which makes comparisons with previous years untenable.  However it is clear that this 
year's achievement shows 100% compliance with standards. 

Percentage of new 
developments on sites 

complying with 
parking standards 

Number of new 
developments on 

sites complying with 
parking standards 

Number of 
new 

developments 
Development Type 

100%44New Industrial and 
Commercial development 
(UCOs B) 

100%1818New Retail developments 
(UCOs A) 

100%1010New Leisure developments 
(UCOs D) 

Table 28 Industrial and Commercial developments complying with Council car parking standards (2007/8) 

It has been established that only a small percentage of developments in the Mellor area of the 
Borough fall outside the 30 minute standard for hospitals and secondary education.  Such a small 
percentage is unavoidable when given the remoteness of some smaller developments and certain 
elements of service provision.  Criteria have changed from previous years where health centres 
were considered and retail was not included. 

However Stockport MBC continues to encourage development to be located within the 30 minute 
standard.  Data is shown in the table below but it is the intention in future versions of the AMR to 
map this data for greater clarity. 
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Percentage of total completed 
dwellings within 30 minutes 

public transport time of service 

Number of 
completed 
dwellings 

Residential development within 30 
minutes public transport time of a: 

100717GP 

99.6Hospital 

100Primary School 

99.6Secondary School 

100Area of Employment 

100Major Retail Centre 

8Environmental Quality 

Table 29 Accessibility of new residential development to main services (2007/8) 

Local Indicators 

(IIIi) Percentage of development schemes requiring travel plans in which plans are secured 
(through a Section 106 agreement)- Target: 100%. 

Despite only having one travel plan secured through Section 106 processes the other nine 
developments mentioned in the Table below do have travel plans developed through other 
processes. This indicator will be reviewed prior to the next AMR being produced. 

Stockport Development Schemes 1st April 2007 - 31st March 2008 

10Number of developments requiring a Travel Plan through S106 

1Number of developments with secured travel plans through S106 

10%% developments with secured travel plans 

Table 30 New developments with secured travel plans March 2007- April 2008 

A total of 99 Stockport schools now have travel plans. This is 52.5% of Stockport’s educational 
establishments. A further 24 schools submitted travel plans this year,  adding to the 75 that had 
already developed them.  2 were nursery schools, 20 were primary and 2 were secondary schools. 
Below is the data from last year's report but due to improvements in the detail of the data collected 
on school travel, this year's figures are in the Table below that, showing a greater breakdown of 
travel mode data. The Hands Up methodology is no longer used but consisted of asking pupils 
for the mode of travel used on the journey to school that day counting hands. 
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2006/7 GM hands-up annual school travel survey (GMTU) 

GM Ave 20062005200420032002Mode % 

49.653.257.354.15350.6Walk 

0.91.21.30.60.90.3Cycle 

45.942.139.441.842.445.4Car 

2.02.12.42.933.3Bus 

Environmental Quality 8 

Table 31 2006/7 GM hands-up annual school travel survey (GMTU) 

For the reporting monitoring year the following data has been collected in January 2007 and 
January 2008 using a School Census approach. 

Not 
Known 

OtherWalk Taxi Train BusSchool 
Bus 

Cycle Car 
Share 

CarBusYear 

Primary Schools in Stockport 

0.350.0456.760.640.010.691.490.522.6236.650.242007 

0.110.0357.340.530.030.831.450.583.1335.780.22008 

Secondary Schools in Stockport 

4.370.2545.590.350.116.8618.322.351.3110.420.082007 

0.020.1251.580.540.1214.2618.052.781.879.411.252008 

Table 32 Stockport School Travel data Jan 2007/Jan 2008 

Both the tables above and the graphs below show the following trends in transport modes for the 
school commute. There is an increase in walking in both Primary and Secondary generally, but 
more so in the Primary level which most Walk to School schemes are designed to tackle.  However 
there is a greater use of cycling at Secondary schools, which show a steady increase and reflect 
the fact that older children might be more readily able to cycle safely and unsupervised. 

Car journeys show a shift from general car use to car sharing. The bus use data indicates a 
fluctuating level of use, with an increase only seen on public bus use at Secondary stages. 

It is clear that walking is still the most preferred mode of transport, with car use higher in the Primary 
than the Secondary sector. 
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Figure 11 Primary Method of Travel to School 
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Figure 12 Secondary Method of Travel to School 

Land Management 

It is an objective of  the Council to improve the cleanliness of communities and to create pleasant 
neighbourhoods for people to live in. To this end, the Council aims to concentrate development 
on derelict and unused land, and to encourage the use of brownfield sites for developments, all 
the while increasing the amount of urban green space and encouraging the regeneration of run 
down sites. 

Relevant policy 

EP1 Environmental Protection and Improvement 

The Council will seek to improve despoiled and unattractive areas, reduce pollution and 
promote development that is sensitive to environmental concerns. The Council will seek to 
provide a physically safe environment. 

(XI) Area of derelict/ vacant/ underused land brought into use 
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The National Land Use Database of previously developed land (NLUD) provides a comprehensive, 
recent and consistent record of Previously-Developed Land and Buildings in England that may be 
available for development, whether vacant or derelict. Please note that NLUD only includes sites 
over 0.25 ha in size. The number of NLUD sites redeveloped is down on last year, but this could 
reflect the fact that the total area of developments is also down on the previous year. 

Number of NLUD sites redeveloped = 11 

Total area of NLUD sites redeveloped = 14.62 hectares 

Area of PDL in NLUD as at 1st April 2008 =  123.131 hectares 

Green Belt and agriculture 

Stockport has a considerable amount of green belt and a key aspect of planning policy is to ensure 
that this land remains protected. 

Relevant policy: 

GBA1 Green Belt Protection 

The Council will safeguard the permanence and integrity of the Greater Manchester green 
belt within Stockport borough. 

(XII) Number of consents for inappropriate development in the Green Belt - Target: No 
non-substantiated loss of Green Belt. 

There have been no inappropriate developments granted planning permission in the borough's 
Green Belt during this monitoring period. 
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9 Minerals 

Relevant policies: 

MW1 Mineral Extraction 

A. SAFEGUARDING MINERAL RESOURCES 
The Council will safeguard known mineral resources. 

B. MAINTAINING THE SUPPLY OF AGGREGATE MINERALS 
Proposals for the extraction of aggregate minerals will be considered in relation to the 
contribution they would make towards maintaining Greater Manchester's share of regional 
production. The Council, in conjunction with other Greater Manchester Borough Councils. will 
have regard to the need to maintain a landbank in accordance with current Government advice. 
Planning permission will not be granted unless it can be shown that the current landbank is 
inadequate, except where very special circumstances can be demonstrated. Where an 
environmental impact assessment is required, or where material planning objections are not 
outweighed by other planning benefits, the Council will have regard to evidence of need for 
the mineral. 

C. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSALS AND AREAS OF FUTURE WORKING 
Proposals for mineral working will be considered against the criteria set out in Policy MW1.1 
and the Council's adopted Code of Practice in the case of Aggregate Minerals, except in very 
special circumstances, the Council will not grant planning permission fro extraction outside 
areas of search for those minerals. 

Core Indicators 

There are no changes to these indicators except for their code designation. 

M1 Production of primary land won aggregates by mineral planning authority 

M2 Production of secondary and recycled aggregates by mineral planning authority 

The most up to date figures available for primary aggregate production are for 2006. The information 
is set out in the North West Regional Aggregates Working Party (RAWP) Annual Report 2007. 
Figures for secondary / recycled aggregate production and land use can also be found in this 
document as well as in the DCLG Survey of Arisings and Use of Construction and Demolition and 
Excavation Waste as Aggregate in England 2005, and the most recent data (from 2006) is sourced 
from a study undertaken by Smiths Gore - see Table 33 ‘Secondary aggregate reuse and reserves 
2005 (tonnes)’ below. 
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Capita Symonds was contracted to undertake a survey of the arisings of hard construction, 
demolition and excavation waste (CDEW) in 2006. The results of this survey are only available 
at a regional level and cannot be broken down to the sub-regional level; therefore the study 
represents the position for the whole of the North West in 2005. In 2005, the North West produced 
6.72 million tonnes of recycled aggregate and soil, consisting of approximately 6.02 million tonnes 
of aggregate and 0.7 million tonnes of soil. 

M1 Production of Primary Land Won Aggregates – The RAWP Annual Report 2007 provides an 
aggregated figure for Greater Manchester, Halton, Warrington and Merseyside for the year 2006. 
Data for the year 2007 has been collated, however, the final report for this year is not due to be 
published until December 2008.  Aggregate production for this year was 1.54 million tonnes for 
crushed rock and 0.4 million tonnes for sand and gravel, giving a total production figure of 1.94 
million tonnes.  Figures cannot be assigned to individual boroughs for reasons of confidentiality. 

M2 Production of secondary / recycled aggregates – The RAWP Annual Report 2007 does not 
include updated information on secondary aggregates, therefore the most up to date data is 
contained within the RAWP Annual Report 2006 which contains information on road planings and 
clay / shales / Pulverised Fuel Ash, slate and Blast Furnace Slag & other.  Figures are identified 
for the North West level only.  In 2005, a total of 192,939 tonnes of road planings were identified 
in the North West, of which 191,010 tonnes were reused.  A total of 492,084 tonnes of Clay / 
Shales / Pulverised fuel Ash, slate and Blast Furnace Slag & Other were reused in 2005.  Reserves 
for these materials were 12,885,765 tonnes in 2005. 

Data on secondary aggregates is currently being collected to inform the RAWP Annual Report 
2008, which will be available in early 2009. 

2005 
Re-Use 

2005 
Arising 

NW Region 

Material Type 

191,010192,939Road Planings 

492,084Clay/Shales/Pulverised Fuel Ash, slate and 
Blast Furnace Slag & Other 

683,094192,939Total 

Table 33 Secondary aggregate reuse and reserves 2005 (tonnes) 

Unfortunately these figures cannot be broken down below the North West level and do not cover 
other sources of construction and demolition waste. Up to date information on construction and 
demolition waste can be found in the 'Survey of Arisings and Use of Alternatives to Primary 
Aggregates in England', 2005 (DCLG / Capita Symonds, February 2007) and in the 'Study to fill 
the evidence gaps for construction, demolition and excavation waste streams in the North West 
region of England '(Smiths Gore, July 2007). 

The North West Regional Technical Advisory Body (NWRTAB) for Waste and the North West 
RAWP (which has membership of officers from the Environment Agency, all of the North West 
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Minerals and Waste Planning Authorities and 4 North West) commissioned a waste survey for the 
North West region of England. This was funded from the BREW fund, the North West Minerals 
and Waste Planning Authorities (Cheshire, Lancashire, Cumbria, 10 GM Authorities, Merseyside 
and Warrington), the Environment Agency and 4 North West. The study, published in July 2007, 
was undertaken by Smiths Gore and represents the most up-to-date information available for this 
waste stream.  However, the results have not been broken down below regional estimates due to 
the low return rate of surveys. 

The CDEW arisings generated, processed or handled and disposed of in 2006 are shown in 
Automatic Text. The survey estimated that some 11,345,222 tonnes of waste was generated in 
2006, compared to the national survey result of 10,792,823 tonnes for 2005. 

Regional 
Estimate 

Operators 
that 
dispose of 
arisings 

Regional 
Estimate 

Operators that 
process / handle 
/ transport 
arisings 

Regional 
estimate1 

Operators that 
generate arisings 

4,113,878Landfill Sites5,168,157Crushers and 
screens 

No dataDemolition 
contractors 

3,438,940Registered 
Exempt 
Sites (i) 

44,500Composters183,245House Builders 

1,499,436Quarries 3.357,349MRFs and WTSs 27,500Highways Works 

3,438,940Registered 
Exempt Sites (ii) 

No dataLand regeneration 
firms 

436,000Rail ballast 
recyclers 

No dataLand remediation 
firms 

No dataSkip hire 
operators 

<25,000Ports & Harbours 

1,499,436Quarries >5,000,000Power stations (iii) 

3,957,360Pre-cast Concrete 
manufacture 

1,499,436Quarries 

All figures are in tonnes 

i Regional estimate is the mean regional estimate of CDEW arisings or waste handled for all types of waste. 
ii data presented for all types of RES surveyed. There was 1,510,788 tonnes of waste received at Paragraph 9 

& 10 of RESs 
iii only one power station reported producing and handling relevant waste, so data is not presented 
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Regional 
Estimate 

Operators 
that 
dispose of 
arisings 

Regional 
Estimate 

Operators that 
process / handle 
/ transport 
arisings 

Regional 
estimate1 

Operators that 
generate arisings 

No data means that due to the low response rate received from this operator group, data is not 
presented for them 

Some operators (e.g. Quarries) generate, process and dispose of CDEW and so appear in all 
three sections 

9Minerals 

Table 34 Regional estimates of CDEW generated, processed or handled and disposed of in 2006 

The total arisings for the region when compared to the national survey were similar, although the 
source of waste differed. 

Local Indicator 

(V) Area of land of known mineral resources lost to development. 

All land of known mineral resources in Stockport is located in the Green Belt. None has been lost 
to development during either this or the two previous monitoring periods. 
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Relevant policies: 

MW1.2 Sustainable Waste Management 

In assessing waste proposals under the terms of Policy MW1.1, including as regards the need 
for them, the Council will have regard to: 

1. The desirability, where reasonably practicable, of giving priority to firstly reduction, secondly 
re-use and thirdly recovery (including recycling) over disposal and the extent to which 
the proposal would reduce reliance on simple disposal without recovery; 

2. The desirability of encouraging proposals which accord with the proximity principle and 
the extent to which the proposal accords with this principle 

3. The best practicable environmental option (BPEO) for the waste stream concerned. 

Proposals that are in significant conflict with these principles of sustainable waste management 
will be refused. 

Core Indicators 

The wording of the Core Indicators for waste has changed with resulting slight changes in the data 
required - as shown in the Table below: 

Old Core Indicators New Core Indicators 

(6a) Capacity for new waste management 
facilities by type 

W1 Capacity of new waste management 
facilities by waste planning authority 

(6b) Amount of municipal waste arising and 
managed by management type, and the 

W2 Amount of municipal waste arising and 
managed by management type by waste 
planning authority percentage each management type represents 

of the waste managed 

Table 35 New & Old Core Indicators 

In relation to W1 capacity and operational throughput of new waste management facilities by type, 
four waste site development applications were received in Stockport between April 2007 and March 
2008 however, none of them are operational at this time.  Capacities will be reported on in future 
AMRs. 

In relation to W2 a total of 114,647.49 tonnes of municipal waste was managed in Stockport for 
the monitoring period, showing a decrease in the amount of waste on last year of nearly 20 tonnes. 

http:114,647.49
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Of this 51.19% was recycled whilst 48.81% was sent to landfill - slightly less than half of the waste 
collected. Table 36 ‘Amount and type of waste recycled’ below shows that the majority of recyclable 
streams of waste are up on the previous year with 2,530 tonnes more being recycled in total. 
However there are reductions in certain types of waste being recycled, particularly Yellow Pages, 
leaves and Fridges/Freezers. 

2006/7 FiguresRecycling Tonnage 
2007/8 

Type 

4105.234709.86Multi-material collection - glass 

6418.317112.89Multi- materials collection - paper 

442.94634.58Multi- materials collection - cans 

174.04241.13Textiles 

3.7117.15Books 

190.95256.23Plastic 

1818.951938.93Paper (bring site, civics, schools & flats 

1008.851034.52Voluntary groups (paper & textiles) 

1395.792044.37Bring sites glass 

50.6677.76Bring sites cans 

12.0012.00Glass - igloos 

14.9011.04Yellow pages 

245.75324.93Cardboard 

484.75463.60Leaves 

18864.6219131.93Garden Waste 

77.6256.52Fridges and freezers 

1908.961680.99In plant recycling 

37217.9039747.93Total tonnage 

Table 36 Amount and type of waste recycled 
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11 Local Services 

Relevant policies: 

One of the Council’s key aims is to ‘maintain and promote the borough’s distinct district centres’ 
and ‘to ensure Stockport’s Town Centre retains its position as a leading retail centre in the region’. 
These aims are in line with UDP policies on retail and local services which aim to concentrate 
development in Stockport’s existing town and district centres, and also to ensure that local services 
are accessible to all sections of the community. 

PSD1 Hierarchy of Shopping Centres 

New development should protect and promote a range of shops and shopping centres, which 
is convenient, appropriately located, and provides shoppers with a balanced level of provision. 

The following hierarchy of existing centres will continue to be the main focus of new retail 
development and will be protected, maintained and enhanced in order to provide access to 
a wide range of shops and associated services for all sections of the community: 

i. The sub-regional centre (Stockport town centre); 

ii. Eight existing district centres (listed in policy psd2); 

iii. (Twenty-five local centres (listed in policy psd3). 

Stockport’s Green Space Strategy is to have sufficient parks, open spaces and sport and 
recreational facilities that contribute to a high quality of life throughout the borough. 

Strategic Leisure Ltd consultants surveyed Stockport’s open spaces in 2004. The result of this 
was the 'Open Space and Recreational Study', published in 2005. This data provides information 
concerning urban open space and leisure provision in Stockport. 

UOS1 Urban Open Space 

The Council will safeguard the permanence and integrity of areas of strategic open space 
within the urban area and will protect and enhance areas of local open space that have existing 
and potential value for leisure use or as amenity space. 

Original Core Indicators 

The Core Indicators in this section are no longer required to be reported on for the purposes of 
central government reporting.  However, Stockport Council will continue to collate this data for 
regional and local use to inform development of emerging policies and to measure the performance 
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of existing and new policies. Note that the office element is reported on Section 6 Business 
Development. 

4a Amount of completed retail, office and leisure developments. 

4b Amount of retail, office and leisure developments completed in town centres. 

4c Percentage of eligible open spaces managed to green flag award standard. 

The table below details retail and leisure completions during the reporting monitoring period. Unlike 
the previous two monitoring years, three large retail or leisure developments were completed in 
the Town Centre. There has also been an increase in the number of developments compared to 
the previous year's monitoring period. It is also worth noting that this table refers to large 
developments over 500m2, and that an additional 1419.37m2 of developments have been developed, 
578m2 of which are in the district centres and relate to A3/A4 use. 

Total floorspace 
developed in the 

town centre (gross) 
m 2 

Total floorspace 
developed (gross) m2 

Scheme/ Development 

01490Lidl, Cheadle 

01020Comet, Great Portwood Street 

01595Unit 4 Heaton Mersey Industrial Estate 

0750Pear New Mill 

04086Cheadle Royal 

0625Station Road, Heaton Mersey 

06043Orion Business Park, Cheadle Heath 

02604Former BASF Premises, Stanley Green 

01322Goyt Works, Strines 

02762Adidas Centre 

06624Bramhall Moor Lane 

063750Moor End Golf Course 
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Total floorspace 
developed in the 

town centre (gross) 
m 2 

Total floorspace 
developed (gross) m2 

Scheme/ Development 

1000Brinnington Local Centre Redevelopment 

Local Services 11 

Table 37 Retail and leisure completions over 500 square metres (1st April 2007 - 31st March 2008) 

The Green Flag Award is open to any freely accessible park or green space.  During 2008, 14 
parks were submitted for Green Flag accreditation of which 11 were successful in achieving the 
award.  In comparison with other local authorities in the North West, Stockport is the third highest 
in the number of Green Flag awards.  For 2009 Stockport will be submitting 12 parks for 
accreditation of which 5 will be parks not previously submitted and will include the 3 parks not 
successful in 2008.  See the Table below for data on the existing Green Flag achievers. 

Size Ha Green Flag Site 

1.46Bredbury Recreation Ground 

5.52Brinnington Park 

47.57Bruntwood Park 

3.2Cale Green Park 

29.25Chadkirk Country Park 

105.6Etherow Country Park 

4.68Marple Memorial Park 

2.45South Reddish Park 

1.79Thornfield Park 

13.38Torkington Park 

8.61Vernon Park 

223.51Total Area 

Table 38 Green Flag Parks & Sizes 
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Local Indicator 

(IV.i) Number of vacant properties in Stockport town and district centres and vacancy rates 
as a percentage in 

1. Primary shopping 
2. all frontages 

Target: An overall reduction. 

(IV.ii) Retailer representation of major national multiples - Target: No less. 

(IV.iii) Change in the amount of recreational and amenity open space - Target: No less. 

(IV.iv) Change in area of protected urban open space - Target: No less. 

(IV.v) Amount of children's play and casual recreational facility provided from new development 
- Targets: 

1. Formal: 1.7ha/ 1000 population 

2. Children's: 0.7ha/ 1000 population. 

The number of primary frontage vacancies has generally increased across the district centres with 
Bramhall and Cheadle Hulme showing a decrease, whilst Edgeley and Romiley are static.  Reddish 
shows a major increase from 5.3% to 21.1% this year. 
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All vacancies Primary frontage vacancies Number 
of 

primary 
frontage 
premises 

Total 
number 

of 
business 

units 

District 
Centre Apr 07 

% 
Apr 08 

%
Number

Apr 07 
% 

Apr 08 
%

Number 

8.36.9913.610.6766130Bramhall 

66.9125.98.99101173Cheadle 

5.75.177.52.5140137Cheadle 
Hulme 

20.9172320.320.31469135Edgeley 

10.613.1257.68.7892191Hazel 
Grove 

6.24.182.43.6383195Marple 

6.66.755.321.141975Reddish 

10.58.692.32.3143105Romiley 

Local Services 11 

Table 39 Number of vacancies in primary shopping and all frontages in district centres 

The presence of major national multiples has increased slightly in six of the District Centres whilst 
Hazel Grove and Reddish remain static compared to the previous year. 

Comparison to Apr 07Number of major national 
multiples Apr 08 

District Centre 

4243Bramhall 

4245Cheadle 

2122Cheadle Hulme 

2526Edgeley 

2929Hazel Grove 

3031Marple 

1818Reddish 

2021Romiley 

Table 40 Representation of major national multiples in  district centres 
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There are 146 amenity green space sites within Stockport Borough. Cheadle and Victoria contain 
the most amenity open spaces, whilst Tame Valley and Marple have the least. The targets 'No 
less recreational and amenity open space' and 'No less protected urban open space' have both 
been met in this monitoring period. 

There were completions on 5 sites, and 3 new residential planning permissions that were of an 
adequate size as to require on site play provision (Local Areas for Play or LAPs are required on 
sites where the development accommodates approximately 50 or more residents). Where the 
open space requirement cannot be met on the individual sites, contributions are made through 
the payment of commuted sums. Open space commuted sums are also collected from other 
residential developments towards the provision and maintenance of formal and casual open space 
facilities within the Borough in accordance with the requirements of policy UL1.3 of the Unitary 
Development Plan (Table 41 ‘Commuted sum payments’). 

Amount of commuted sum (£) Type of provision/ maintenance 

2006/72007/8 

196,509595,028.49Formal (sport pitches) provision 

199,287911,009.94Formal maintenance 

125,395842,418.75Children's provision 

61,805904,021.83Children's maintenance 

582,9973,252,479.01Total 

Table 41 Commuted sum payments 
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Heritage Conservation 

Stockport has a rich cultural heritage and the Council intends to protect and ensure easy access 
for all to its many heritage sites and arts facilities throughout the borough. 

Relevant policies: 

HC1 Conservation Areas 

The Council will carry out works and control development within conservation areas in order 
to preserve or enhance the character or appearance of those areas. 

HC2 Listed Buildings 

The Council will protect and, where appropriate, seek to enhance buildings of special 
architectural or historic interest and buildings of local interest, within their settings. 

(X.i) Number and size of conservation areas -Target: No less. 

(X.ii) Number of listed buildings/ ancient scheduled monuments/ buildings of local interest -
Target: No less. 

Stockport retains the 37 designated Conservation Areas in the borough. The amount of area has 
increased from 7.734 km2  in the previous reporting year to 8.431km2 in this reporting year.  One 
small decrease in the Gatley Green conservation area occurred whilst 6 have been extended and 
are highlighted in bold in the table below. 

Area (km2)Conservation Area Area (km2)Conservation Area 

0.023Hatherlow 0.230Alexandra Park, Edgeley 

0.256Heaton Mersey 0.163All Saints, Marple 

0.691Heaton Moor0.003Barlow Fold, Romiley 
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Area (km2)Conservation Area Area (km2)Conservation Area 

0.130Hillgate0.655Bramall Park 

0.220Houldsworth 0.261Bramhall Lane South 

0.143Macclesfield Canal 0.340Brook Bottom 

0.081Markets/ Underbanks 0.049Brooklyn Crescent, Cheadle 

0.536Marple Bridge 0.235Cale Green 

0.533Mauldeth Road0.072Chadkirk 

0.833Mellor/ Moor End0.199Cheadle Royal 

0.183Mill Brow 0.173Cheadle Village 

0.443Peak Forest Canal 0.056Church Lane, Romiley 

0.139St Georges, Heaviley 0.556Compstall 

0.075St Peters 0.126Davenport Park 

0.103Station Road/ Winnington 
Road 

0.036Dodge Hill 

0.305Swan Lane/ Hulme Hall 
Road/ Hill Top Ave 

0.183Egerton Road/ Frewland Ave 

0.196Syddal Park, Bramhall 0.119Gatley Green 

0.034Town Hall 0.023Greave Fold, Romiley 

8.431Total Area of all sites 0.028Green Lane, Heaton Norris 

12Heritage and Conservation 

Table 42 Details of Designated Conservation Areas in Stockport as at 31st March 2008. 

There has been an increase of 7 listed buildings since the previous monitoring year. There has 
been no change in the number of scheduled monuments and one locally listed building has been 
lost since the last monitoring report. The figures are as follows: 

375 listed buildings; 
6 scheduled monuments; 
130 locally listed buildings. 

Like the previous monitoring period Stockport retains 2 nationally recognised historic parks, and 
there are 3339 Stockport entries in the Greater Manchester Sites and Monuments Record. 
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13 Conclusions: Achieving Sustainable Outcomes 

Business Development 

In line with the Policies, development in this reporting year met local and incoming business 
requirements. Total floorspace is the third highest year out of the past 10 years.  A majority of that 
was completed on previously developed land, however, this is down on previous 100% 
performances and needs to be monitored closely for current performance. 

When tied to the data on car parking standards and accessibility there was a 100% return on 
achievements of the Council's Car Parking Standards and the accessibility of new business 
development within 30 minutes travel by public transport. This trend needs to continue to ensure 
a sustainable economy in the Borough, where employment opportunities are accessible to residents. 

In terms of General Industrial and Storage & Distribution uses, despite a downturn in development 
levels this year, with 40 ha of land in the pipeline, future monitoring and research will need to 
establish if this is a unique result for this monitoring period or part of a trend. 

The quality of developments in terms of their environmental sustainability soundness are 
questionable from the perspective of a lack of achievement of any standards on new developments. 
In light of the achievements with regards to sustainable transport mentioned above, it is recognised 
that major effort is being made in this arena, but more needs to be done around sustainable design 
and construction, to achieve UDP Policy E2 in environmental terms. 

Housing 

In line with publication of the Regional Spatial Strategy, Stockport's housing targets have now 
increased from 220 dwellings net per annum to 450. The current annual average of 520 exceeds 
that and provides a cushion for the imminent downturn in housing development, in light of the 
current economic situation. 

Housing is predominantly being provided on previously developed land, but there will need to be 
a review of targets in light of the need to achieve affordable housing requirements which may 
require release of greenfield land.  Housing density improves year on year, with fewer sites with 
less than 30 dwellings being developed. 

A good level of affordable housing has been achieved this reporting year with over half coming 
through Section 106 agreements. This figure includes a good mix of types but future returns could 
reflect more houses and less flats.  In future AMRs Stockport will be required to report on the 
Building for Life standard and work is underway to gather data for this purpose. 

Achievement of sustainable housing in the Borough is still low, with no records of EcoHomes or 
any equivalent standard being achieved on new housing in the reporting year. Whilst the Council 
encourages higher standards of sustainability in new housing and buildings generally, it has no 
planning policy power to require such at this time.  However high percentages of housing 
development are within 30 minutes public transport access to most necessary services in line with 
Council policies. 
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Environmental Quality 

Stockport continues to monitor its performance on development on sites which maybe prone to 
Flood Risk or issues around Water Quality.  Stockport has a robust Flood Risk Assessment process, 
which delivers in terms of ensuring any objections by the Environment Agency are carefully 
considered. 

In terms of Biodiversity and Nature Conservation as well as Sites of Special Nature Conservation 
Importance data indicates the Council is succeeding in protecting such sites.  Generally areas of 
conservation are being increased and special sites are being protected. 

In the area of Renewable Energy Stockport still lacks cohesive data on renewable energy 
installations in the borough.  Methods for establishing a baseline of data on renewable energy 
activity are being investigated.  In terms of energy efficiency there is no evidence of sustainable 
design and construction being achieved within the Borough.  Recording structures for this process 
are non-existent at this time and need to be addressed in future reports. As stated there are no 
specific powers to allow the Council to require renewable energy in new developments, however 
existing policies do encourage consideration of sustainable design and construction, which can 
include renewable energy technologies. 

Sustainable Transport is promoted throughout the Borough and shows a good record in terms of 
housing and business development accessibility, for this reporting year. Travel planning is on the 
rise in both businesses and schools, but needs to be further promoted in early stages of 
development design to ensure access to necessary services by sustainable modes of transport 
is achieved.  Improvements are being seen in data collection and management which should make 
future reporting more useful. 

Whilst levels of previously developed land use are down on the previous year, there is still a 
reasonably high rate of return on this policy issue. The Green Belt remains protected in Stockport 
with delivery and improvement of open space an important part of Stockport's policies around 
commuted sums and Section 106 agreements. 

Minerals 

In respect to the Council’s UDP policy MW1 results so far suggest that the policy is being 
implemented. No primary mineral extraction was undertaken in either this or the previous monitoring 
period. Further to this, the Local Indicator has also been met as there has been no loss of known 
mineral resources in this monitoring period or in the previous monitoring period. 

Waste 

Two applications for Anaerobic Digestion sites have come forward in the reporting year, adding 
to the sites which enable Stockport to sustainably manage its waste outputs. 

Promotion of recycling, re-use and reduction are still improving levels of activity on these issues, 
however if more sites come forward for sustainable waste management within the borough, this 
can facilitate achievement of local targets on waste. 
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Local Services 

Policies are functioning as best they can in the current economic climate, with a general small 
increase in business vacancies across the district centres this reporting year. However the number 
of major nationals represented generally increased in most district centres. 

Green Flag achievement was good for the reporting year with Stockport holding the third highest 
in the number of Green Flag awards in the Region. Stockport retains its open space levels achieving 
targets of no less recreational and amenity open space as well as no less protected urban open 
space.  Commuted sum amounts for open space for the reporting year were significant reflecting 
the hard work of a team of colleagues implementing and enforcing the policy. 

Heritage & Conservation 

Heritage site areas continue to rise as do the number of listed buildings, and as these sites increase 
in size and number opportunities for regeneration of both the sites and areas need to be 
investigated. 
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14 Future Monitoring and Reporting 

The changes to indicators this year has caused some revision of data collection needs. Yet there 
are some data sources which have come to light which could be a useful resource in measuring 
performance of policies. 

A review of the structure of the report, the indicators in use and the data available will take place 
in early 2009, consulting with stakeholders across the Borough, to ensure the AMR remains a 
robust and useful tool for Members, officers and stakeholders. 

Some targets will change as a result of these discussions and next year's report will detail a full 
description of changes as outlined above. 
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