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Executive Summary 

Executive Summary 

Background 

This Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) collates information which allows assessment of the performance of planning policies over the period 1st 
April 2010 to 31st March 2011. This report will be the final monitoring report solely on Stockport's Unitary Development Plan (UDP).  Future 
AMRs will also monitor the Core Strategy, which replaced large parts of the the UDP from the start of  April 2011. 

This Executive Summary highlights the various elements of monitoring reporting on delivery of employment development, employment levels, 
retail & leisure development, housing provision and a range of environmental indicators around biodiversity, flood risk, low carbon development 
and Green Belt.  In addition the report comments on minerals and waste related development, preservation of conservation and heritage assets 
as well as the overarching delivery of transport infrastructure. 

Section 13 'Conclusions: Achieving Sustainable Outcomes' provides a more detailed overview. The Background section contains contextual 
indicators and significant effects indicators, used to establish an overview of the area being monitored. The production of baseline data for the 
Sustainability Appraisal of the various elements of the Local Development Framework (LDF) enables inclusion of relevant indicators, looking at 
a range of data resources to provide social, economic and environmental overview. 

The Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required the replacement of Unitary Development Plans with a new set of planning documents 
that collectively are called The Local Development Framework. It also required local planning authorities to prepare and publish annually a Local 
Development Scheme (LDS). The LDS is a project plan listing all the planning documents that the Council proposes to prepare or commence 
over a set period, detailing their content and timescale for production. 

The legislation also required the Council to prepare and publish an AMR, analysing how planning document preparation work has progressed 
against the published timetables and the effects that the implementation of policies may be having on the locality. Monitoring is essential in 
assessing whether existing planning policies are addressing what they are intended to address and to review the progress on the preparation of 
new planning documents e.g. The Local Development Framework. 

The Government have issued proposed changes to the monitoring requirements for planning, and Stockport's Planning Policy Team will continue 
to monitor existing and emerging policy.  Proposed changes to national planning legislation will remove the need for conformity with the previously 
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mandatory national indicators for planning policy annual monitoring. The Government's Localism Agenda(1) and Decentralisation(2) activity offer 
the opportunity for the Council and partners to decide how to deliver monitoring of planning policy (as well as other policies across the Council 
and Borough). 

There is a choice to continue with a reporting format or to adapt the process to suit local needs.  Over recent months discussion has taken place 
with colleagues across the Council and partner agencies to ensure any appropriate or suitable retained available data is used for planning policy 
monitoring. 

Stockport's seventh AMR covers the Reporting Year from 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011, apart from Section 3 'Development Plan Production' 
which provides information on the state of play as at October 2011. This report contains data on a range of indicators identified by the Council 
as outlined in relevant sections of the document. These indicators are intended to measure the effectiveness of the Council’s planning policies 
in achieving sustainable development. This means meeting the development needs of the borough whilst achieving a sustainable economy, 
safeguarding environmental assets, addressing social equity, ensuring accessibility and addressing climate change. 

Monitoring Headlines 

There is an overall improvement for business development on the previous year's figures, mainly due to public sector funded development and 
delivery of major waste site developments - these are unlikely to be repeated in the near future. This reinforces that it is crucial that planning 
policies continue to support delivery of appropriate and flexible business premises to assist economic recovery and ensure ability to weather any 
future potential recession. Low carbon development has the capacity to contribute to the local and national low carbon economies.  Buildings 
such as the BAM Building on the A6 and the Council's own Fred Perry House ensure Stockport is an attractive location for businesses in light of 
the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme(3) . 

Economic recession has obviously impacted on unemployment levels across the Borough, although Stockport retains one of the lowest levels 
of unemployment in Greater Manchester with the rate of unemployment for March 2011 lower than the national rate.  However the more deprived, 
lower skilled areas are more heavily impacted, further demonstrating the need for delivery of appropriate employment sites. 

There was an overall improvement in the delivery of retail and leisure development, especially in the town centre. There was a slight decrease 
in district centres, however there are some developments in the pipeline which will be reported in future AMRs. Nearly all district centres reduced 

1 www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/localismbill/ 
2 http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/ 
3 www.carbontrust.co.uk/climatechange/policy/CRC.htm 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/localismbill/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/climatechange/policy/CRC.htm


iii 

Executive Summary 

their overall retail vacancy rates, however there was an increase for most centres in primary frontage vacancies. Stockport has once again 
achieved excellent levels in terms of the Green Flag Award for parks and green spaces but needs to achieve balance in adult sports facilities 
across the Borough.  Due to a lack of appropriately sized development there were no new local play areas delivered as a result of new housing 
but children's play facilities continue to be improved, including using planning obligations payments, with 17 sites receiving monies for improvements 
in the Monitoring period. 

Housing delivery was up on the previous monitoring period but still below targets.  However a good proportion of affordable housing was delivered 
and a high level of development on previously developed land was achieved, although not as high as previous years.  Application of policy also 
ensured efficient use of land in terms of housing density.The majority of dwellings delivered in this Monitoring Period are located in the accessible 
urban areas, with double the amount of housing delivered in the town centre than each of the two previous years. 

Policy continues to perform well in protecting Stockport's natural environment, with small losses of areas of ecological and/or geological import 
due to development impacts. The majority of losses and gains are due to clarification of areas and boundaries. There were no developments 
contrary to Environment Agency advice on flood risk and water quality, although six cases were objected to they have mostly been successfully 
resolved with only one still under consideration. 

In the current monitoring period a new data source(4) states that Stockport currently produces 0.12 MWe from renewable energy technologies 
(0.11% of the UK's total microgeneration). The majority of this is from solar photovoltaics with some coming from wind power. This data does 
not include two micro hydro schemes in the process of being built.  Social housing providers are implementing solar photovoltaic systems on 
their stock. The Council's own office redevelopment at Fred Perry House achieved BREEAM Excellent. Twenty two dwellings were delivered to 
Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4 by Stockport Homes - current building regulations are equivalent to Level 3. 

There has been no loss of Green Belt in terms of overall area or benefit, in so far as there has been no development permitted which has resulted 
in land no longer fulfilling the purposes of its inclusion within the Green Belt. 

The Council continues to achieve implementation of its policies with regards to minerals and waste. There were no further waste management 
sites granted planning permission in the Monitoring Period but sites granted planning permission last year have commenced operation. The 
Borough's capacity to manage waste sustainably and maintain good recycling rates remains strong with further increases in recycling levels. 

In support of the Council's Conservation & Heritage Strategy 2008(5) planning policies continue to protect conservation and heritage assets. 

4 AEA Microgeneration Index: www.aeat.com/microgenerationindex/ 
5 www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas 

http://www.aeat.com/microgenerationindex/
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas
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Transport policies continue to perform in terms of driving sustainably accessible housing, employment, education and other service facilities. 
Encouragement and uptake of travel planning continues and car parking standards are being adhered to.  Congestion data indicates that policies 
are contributing to efforts to tackle congestion. 
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1Introduction 

1 Introduction 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004)(6) introduced a requirement for Local Planning Authorities to prepare a Local Development 
Framework, which is a suite of documents that sets out how the local area may change over the next 15 years. It also introduced the requirement 
for all local planning authorities to monitor existing and emerging planning policies to determine the extent to which they are being effectively 
implemented.  It became a statutory requirement for every local authority to produce an Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) and submit it to the 
Department for Communities and Local Government by the end of each year. The draft Localism Bill(7) includes directions for Councils to publish 
an Authorities Monitoring Report once every 12 months. 

In addition there is European legislation on planning document preparation and implementation which requires monitoring.  In order to address 
compliance with the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive of the European Union,"the following items [shall be] made available to those 
so informed: . . . and (c) the measures decided concerning monitoring” (Article 9(1)). “Member States shall monitor the significant environmental 
effects of the implementation of plans and programmes in order, inter alia, to identify at an early stage unforeseen adverse effects and to be able 
to undertake appropriate remedial action” (Article 10.1). An AMR process answers these requirements. 

This edition of the AMR covers the Reporting Year 1st April 2010 to 31st March 2011, except for 3 'Development Plan Production', which is 
detailed as at October 2011, when this document is published. This AMR reports on the performance of the UDP policies up to the adoption of 
the Core Strategy on 1st April 2011. The next edition of our AMR will be the first to report on the Core Strategy. 

The AMR reviews actual plan progress and compares these to the targets and milestones for local development documentation preparation as 
set out in the local development scheme (LDS) and, as such, assesses where Stockport: 

meets the LDS targets and milestones, is on target to meet them, is falling behind schedule, or will not meet them; 
is falling behind schedule or has failed to meet a target or milestone and the reason for this; 
needs to update the LDS in light of policy updates and revised timetables. 

In addition to statutory requirements, Stockport MBC is committed locally to monitoring and the review of planning policies. The adopted Unitary 
Development Plan (UDP) Review(8) states that: 'it is important to test the effectiveness of the development plan policies with the passage of time 
and in the light of changing circumstances.'  This is achieved by regular monitoring, including through the collection and analysis of information. 

6 www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/planningpolicyimplementation/reformplanningsystem/planningcompulsoryact/ (archived web content) 
7 http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/localismbill/ 
8 http://www.stockport.gov.uk/udp 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/planningpolicyimplementation/reformplanningsystem/planningcompulsoryact/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/localismbill/
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/udp
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Original Government guidance listed a number of core indicators that AMRs should include, with a revised set of indicators issued in 2008. This 
monitoring period includes data for as many of these as possible, and the report reflects recent reviews of indicators, as well as the activities 
taking place to ensure future monitoring delivers appropriate information.  Data has also been gathered for a number of 'local indicators' that tie 
in to Stockport's broader planning objectives and other key strategies, selection of which was informed by the review. This review examined 
existing guidance as well as other best practice examples of AMRs and included discussion with colleagues across the Council in terms of what 
is being and should be monitored, as well as potential methods and data options, to inform planning policy monitoring. 

This is the seventh AMR that Stockport has produced and builds upon data collected for previous AMRs.  Stockport has been able to improve 
on some areas of the AMR, particularly through the review of the structure and content, including reshaping the Background Information section 
to reflect contextual and significant effects indicators, as outlined in various guidance documents, including the Royal Town Planning Institute's 
'Measuring the Outcomes of Spatial Planning in England (2008)'(9) . 

The Core Strategy underwent various forms of statutory and non-statutory appraisal(10) including Sustainability Appraisal (SA), Strategic 
Environmental Assessment (SEA), Appropriate Assessment/Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA), Health Impact Assessment (HIA) and 
Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA). The requirements of these appraisal processes necessitated the formulation of a baseline of data and 
the identification of potential significant effects that emerging planning policy might have. 

The National Indicator Suite, which informed the previous Government's Comprehensive Performance Assessment process, proved useful as a 
range of data providing a context baseline for Local Authorities. The recent change in Government has resulted in the removal of many local 
authority auditing processes which provided sources of information, including the NI Suite. Therefore the future availability of much of our 
monitoring data is uncertain at the time of writing this report.  Other sources of data are detailed within the Background section of this report. 

9 www.rtpi.org.uk/item/1803 
10 www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/sustainabilityenvironmental/ (archived web content) 

http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/1803
http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planning/sustainabilityenvironmental/
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2 Background 

This section provides an overview of the current state of the Borough both by using contextual indicators and reflecting the potential significant 
effects identified through appraisal of planning policy. 

Contextual indicators allow the measurement of outcomes and assist in the understanding of the evolving context in which the planning strategy 
operates. The sources of data used to outline these contextual indicators are clarified within the following relevant section. 

Significant effects indicators emerge from the appraisal of policies to meet the requirements of the SEA Directive and other sustainability appraisal 
processes. Within the Sustainability Appraisal Framework (Stockport's Sustainability Wheel, the tool used to appraise emerging policies) are 
Sustainability Objectives(11). These inform and are informed by the potential significant effects identified in emerging policy. These objectives 
were agreed by stakeholders as part of the appraisal process. 

The appraisal of the adopted Core Strategy, part of Stockport's LDF, has resulted in some potential significant effects indicators being identified. 
These and the source data used in the baseline to inform the assessment, are clarified in the following relevant sections. The Allocations DPD 
is being prepared and further work on the sustainability appraisal, as well as the document's own evidence base, will inform future monitoring. 

Throughout the following sections comparisons were made with both Bury and Trafford areas, as a way of clarifying the National Indicator (NI) 
suite of data, in terms of Stockport's performance. Whilst both Bury and Trafford do differ from Stockport in many ways, within the Greater 
Manchester area they are the Local Authorities with the best potential for comparison. Trafford is the only Greater Manchester authority with 
lower deprivation averages than Stockport.  Bury has similarities to Stockport in terms of elements of location, housing, employment and transport 
issues.  Also, Bury's average score for deprivation may be higher than Stockport's, but in terms of national rankings Stockport has two areas 
ranked higher than any of Bury's. 

It should also be noted that the return rates for the 2008 Place Survey which informed many of the National Indicators showed a similar response 
rate for each of the three Authorities: Stockport 35%, Bury 31% and Trafford 38%. 

Contextual Indicators 

Stockport stretches from the borders of the Peak District National Park and the Pennine foothills to the Manchester City boundary and borders 
the Cheshire plain, covering an area of 126km2. The Borough lies in the south eastern part of the Greater Manchester conurbation and has the 

11 www.stockport.gov.uk/corestrategy 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/corestrategy
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third largest population of that sub-region, within England’s North West(12) .  Over 46% of the Borough is designated as Green Belt mainly located 
(though not limited) to the east of the Borough, with the main urban centre, Stockport Town, in the west and other urban centres spread throughout 
the Borough.  84.5% of respondents to a 2008 place survey stated that they were satisfied or very satisfied with Stockport Borough as a place 
to live(13) (Bury 80.5%,Trafford 83.1%). 

Green space is not distributed evenly within the borough.  Open countryside on the eastern and southern parts of the borough and river valleys 
extending to the heart of the urban area provide valuable ‘green lungs’ and opportunities for informal recreation, walking and cycling.  Stockport 
has a mix of urban and semi-rural environments, important wildlife sites and a rich natural and built heritage, and is generally perceived as an 
attractive place in which to live.  Stockport has a total of 21 Green Flag status parks(14). Additional recent awards mean that now at least 67.85% 
of Stockport’s residents live within one kilometre of a Green Flag Standard park. 

Stockport’s population according to the 2001 Census was more than 280,000 people, of which nearly a third were aged 50 or over, with nearly 
43% aged between 30 and 59.  Recent forecasted figures indicate that the population levels have started to rise in the latter half of the last 
decade.  Population forecasts to 2026 predict a slight increase in population to 290,400(15) . 

The population is spread relatively equally across the Borough, recent population estimates suggest that the smallest ward population is just 
under 10,000 and the highest just under 16,000.  Surprisingly for an urban area, 8.58% of the population live in areas classified as rural, according 
to Government Rural Definitions. These are predominantly located in the east of the Borough(16) .  From across the Borough, 61.9% of respondents 
to a 2008 place survey felt 'fairly' or 'very strongly' that they belong to their immediate neighbourhood(17) (Bury 54.6%, Trafford 60.4%), reflecting 
a relatively good sense of community within the Borough. 

Stockport is served by the M60 and the M56, the A6 and A34 major roads and with rail links to points north, south, east and west Stockport is 
accessible, yet hectic in parts of the Borough, whilst more remote tranquil areas are also in evidence. Stockport is a relatively densely populated 
Borough with the population accessing its own and other employment areas, both within and outside the North West region. According to 2001 
Census data 43.5% of Stockport residents who are in work travel from Stockport to other areas, whilst in comparison only 35.2% of those working 
in Stockport travel from other areas to Stockport. In terms of those commuters travelling out of Stockport, 46% travel into Manchester, 27.5% 

12 Office of National Statistics: www.ons.gov.uk 
13 National Indicator 005 Overall/general satisfaction with local area 
14 www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/Awards/Default.aspx 
15 Greater Manchester Forecasting Model 2009 Data 
16 Profiling Stockport Live: https://interactive.stockport.gov.uk/profile 
17 National Indicator 002 Percentage of people who feel that they belong to their neighbourhood 

http://www.ons.gov.uk
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/Awards/Default.aspx
https://interactive.stockport.gov.uk/profile
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travel outside Greater Manchester, with 10.2% travelling to Trafford. The majority of those travelling into Stockport come from outside Greater 
Manchester (44.2%), with Tameside (18.8%) and Manchester (18.5%) the next highest contributors(18) . 

In 2007 Stockport had areas which fell within the 5% most deprived in England, although it ranked as a reasonably affluent Borough nationally, 
coming 161 out of 354 in the Indices of Multiple Deprivation, and ranking second only in affluence to Trafford in the Greater Manchester area(19) . 
In 2008 average annual household incomes ranged across the wards just over £20,000 in the most deprived areas, to nearly £44,000 in the most 
affluent parts of the Borough.  Recent data shows income averages are higher than national and regional averages. The average house prices 
in 2008 mirrored the income spreads, ranging from nearly £117,000 to more than £338,000, with an average of £194,144. This compares to the 
Greater Manchester 2008 average of around £150,000. Based upon a suite of indices of deprivation Stockport is the third borough in England 
in terms of gap between wealthy and deprived(20) . 

There are 125,700 homes in the borough in generally good condition and in high demand. Semi-detached houses are the most common form 
of dwelling in Stockport, accounting for 43% of the existing stock. 21% of homes are terraces, whilst 21% are detached and 14% are flats. There 
is a high proportion of owner-occupation in Stockport. 78% of the stock is owner-occupied compared with 70% nationally. 9.2% of homes are 
Council houses and 4.1% are provided by Housing Associations. The remaining 8.7% is rented by private sector landlords(21) . 

Employment levels have remained above the regional and national averages in recent years. More than 50% of the workforce are employed in 
the professional, managerial and technical occupations, and only 13% in manual and process occupations(22). The Town Centre and M60 
Gateway area provide in the region of 30,000 jobs, which is one quarter of the total of the Borough. There are in excess of 3,000 local jobs in 
District Centres, which accommodate approximately 1,100 retail / service businesses.The District and Local Centres provide a community focus, 
providing a range of services and leisure activities, with some having the potential to enhance the tourism sector. A large percentage of the 
populace commute out of the area for work, mainly to Manchester but also other surrounding areas, including outside of the region(23) .  For every 
6 commuters who travel from Stockport to other areas, 4 travel from outside Stockport to work in the borough. The workforce reflects high levels 
of qualifications with 51.7% equivalent to or above NVQ level 3 and 31.4% NVQ Level 4 and above.  However 8.1% of the workforce have no 
qualifications(24) . 

18 Census 2001 Distance travelled to work: http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk. 
19 Indices of Multiple Deprivation, CLG 2007: www.communities.gov.uk/communities/neighbourhoodrenewal/deprivation/deprivation07 
20 Profiling Stockport: https://interactive.stockport.gov.uk/profile/ 
21 Housing Flows Return; Housing Needs Assessment; Housing Strategy 2010-15 
22 NOMIS Labour Market Profile for Stockport: www.nomisweb.co.uk 
23 Census 2001 Distance travelled to work: http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk 
24 NOMIS Labour Market Profile: www.nomisweb.co.uk 

http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
http://www.communities.gov.uk/communities/neighbourhoodrenewal/deprivation/deprivation07
https://interactive.stockport.gov.uk/profile/
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/housing/privatesectorhousing/housingstrategies/housingneedsassessment
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/housing/privatesectorhousing/housingstrategies/
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk
http://neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk
http://www.nomisweb.co.uk


6 

Background 2 

Provision for formal sports in the Borough is generally below recommended national standards, although there is an oversupply of senior football 
pitches(25) .  Several areas continue to experience significant shortfalls. The Borough’s provision currently represents a shortfall of over 100 ha 
across the borough(26). There is a Borough-wide shortfall of eleven and half4 court sports halls which are not evenly distributed with much of the 
current stock ageing and of poor quality. The facilities that are in the poorest condition are generally situated in the most deprived areas of the 
Borough. Specific spatial deficiencies in the provision of indoor sport facilities exist in the north part of the Borough. There is a significant amount 
of public sector indoor sports provision in the Borough, which is well used. 

Private sector facilities in and around the Borough are increasing and there are numerous voluntary clubs. NI 008 adult participation in sport and 
active recreation figures for 05/06, 07/08 and 08/09 show 22.45%, 22.21% and 21% respectively, as a percentage of respondents indicating 
participation in sport 3 or more times a week.  A strong increase in this percentage is desired to reflect improvement and can be used as an 
indicator of accessible sports facilities, although the survey response rates should be taken into account, as well as the performance of behavioural 
change programs.  (Bury show an increase of just over 2% for 05/06 to 07/08 with a slight decrease in 08/09; Trafford show a 7% increase over 
05/06 to 07/08 but again a slight decrease in 08/09). The potential impact of economic recession on these figures should be taken into account. 

Table 1 Obesity Levels in Primary Schools Children 2006 to 2009 

Trafford Bury Stockport 

2008/092007/082006/072008/092007/082006/072008/092007/082006/07 

9.1%10.74%10.66%8.7%7.8%9.7%6.1%6.7%6.9%NI 055 Obesity in primary school age 
children in Reception 

18%.015.7%16.9%18.5%16.7%15.0%16.1%14.4%13.8%NI 056 Obesity in primary school age 
children in Year 6 

Healthy weight is an issue that has risen up local authority and other stakeholder's agenda in recent years.  Obesogenic environments are ones 
which fail to encourage healthy and sustainable transport options, and include buildings and public realm which discourage activity, and do not 
facilitate activity during the working day.  Children's obesity levels were monitored as part of the National Indicator suite. Table 1 'Obesity Levels 

25 PPG 17 Stockport Sport, Recreation & Open Space Study 2005: http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningpolicy/ldf/ldfevidence?view=Standard 
26 UDP Appendix 4 Recreational Open Space: www.stockport.gov.uk/2013/2994/developmentcontrol/planningpolicy/UDP/udpreview_h_appendix4 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningpolicy/ldf/ldfevidence?view=Standard
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/2013/2994/developmentcontrol/planningpolicy/UDP/udpreview_h_appendix4
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in Primary Schools Children 2006 to 2009' shows that Stockport's figures for obese children are relatively good compared to other Boroughs, 
however the Year 6 obesity figures continue to rise, which should be noted, and are closer to the other local authorities figures than Reception. 

Education facilities in Stockport are being rationalised. Schools now offer a wide range of educational activities outside the standard school day. 
This results in a greater intensity and duration of use of school sites, particularly where provision is also made for dual-use leisure facilities and 
community use.  87% of schools in Stockport are providing access to extended services(27) (Bury 91%, Trafford 83%). 

Libraries in Stockport experience good levels of use, 56.4% of adults responding to a survey reported use of a public library in 2008(28) (Bury 
47.9%, Trafford  50.0%). Some limitations in floorspace capacity have created problems especially in providing for newer services such as public 
access IT ("The People's Network") and audio visual services. 

Significant Effects Indicators 

During development and appraisal of the Core Strategy, the issue of the gap between wealthy and deprived and the issues around climate change 
emerged for Stockport, with associated potential significant effects in terms of Planning Policy. This is reflected in the Core Strategy through the 
development of the policies in the overarching principles around inequalities and climate change. The AMR will continue to use the findings of 
the development and appraisal work to highlight a baseline and inform indicators for monitoring of these policies. 

Gap Between Wealthy & Deprived 

This is an issue which reflects the fact that whilst most parts of Stockport are affluent areas of high levels of employment (usually) and skills with 
good health experienced by most residents, some pockets in the Borough were in the top range of the 2007 Indicies of Deprivation, reflecting 
low incomes, higher levels of unemployment, lower skills levels and poorer health. The Council's corporate objectives and the emerging LDF 
are targeted at supporting improvement of these areas in particular. 

Average life expectancy for both male and female populations in Stockport is higher than the regional average, with women tending to live longer 
as shown in Table 2 'Life Expectancy Data (Source: Office of National Statistics www.ons.gov.uk)'. Mortality rates are lower than the Greater 
Manchester and regional averages, meaning Stockport has an ageing population and a third of households in the Borough house a pensioner. 
As stated earlier, the gap between wealthy and deprived social sectors is cause for concern, with evidence of poor health and unemployment 

27 NI 088 Percentage of schools providing access to extended services 
28 NI 009 Use of Public Libraries 
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linked to more deprived areas.  Access to services is an issue with residents in certain parts of the Borough having further to travel to access 
basic health and lifestyle needs, whilst more heavily populated centres can place a strain on service provision(29) . 

Table 2 Life Expectancy Data (Source: Office of National Statistics www.ons.gov.uk) 

Great BritainNorth West Stockport Life Expectancy Jan 07 to Dec 09 

78.376.678.1Male Life Expectancy 

82.380.882.6Female Life Expectancy 

In a 2008 survey of self-reported measures of people's health(30) Stockport's results recorded 78.1% of people reporting good or very good health 
(Bury 76.9%, Trafford 78.4%). 

Table 3 Healthy Life Expectancy Data 2001 (Source: Office of National Statistics: www.ons.gov.uk) 

Great BritainNorth West Stockport Healthy Life Expectancy 2001 

69.166.469.2Male 

72.369.972.7Female 

In his Annual Report, NHS Stockport's Director of Public Health noted 'a healthy life expectancy'(31) has not kept pace with that of life expectancy 
and the difference is widening for both men and women, resulting in an increasing proportion of dependent older people requiring services and 
care'. The Health Impact Assessment of Stockport's Core Strategy stated that with regards to older people, the issue of a ‘healthy life expectancy’ 
is one that needs to be considered within planning policy, in terms of the most feasible areas where policy can be designed to enable this, including 
housing and access to services in particular. 

It is key to address the issue of accessibility, both with regards to equitable communities and an ageing society, but also regarding the significant 
borough wide health agendas of obesity, smoking, alcohol and sexual health.  Stockport's Healthy Life Expectancy figures at the time of the 2001 

29 NHS Stockport Director of Public Health Annual Report 
30 NI 119 Self-reported measure of people's overall health and wellbeing 
31 Healthy Life Expectancy: a situation where longevity is matched by independence and good health 

http://www.ons.gov.uk
http://www.ons.gov.uk
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Census are shown in Table 3 'Healthy Life Expectancy Data 2001 (Source: Office of National Statistics: www.ons.gov.uk)', highlighting good 
results in terms of comparison with national and regional figures. However with an increasingly ageing population, living longer too, this is still 
an issue that requires monitoring.  It should be noted also that Healthy Life Expectancy in deprived areas is different to the Borough average. 

The 2001 General Household Survey data for healthy life expectancy at age 65 records 13.5% positive responses on self-reported health in 
Stockport (further clarification is required from the data gatherers as to exact meanings of these responses).  Bury reports 12.6%, Trafford 
13.66%.  It should also be noted that this is data from over 10 years ago and future monitoring will endeavour to reference more recent and clear 
data, yet these figures give a broad idea of status at the start of this century. 

Stockport's Sustainable Community Strategy emphasises the disparity, particularly in health, between more and less deprived areas, citing a 12 
year difference in male life expectancy between Brinnington (the lowest) and Bramhall (the highest) for example. The Strategy also raises the 
issue of poorer mental health in the deprived areas, emphasising the need to prioritise the deprived neighbourhoods for action(32) . 

Carbon Management 

Stockport has the third highest population figures after Manchester and Wigan in Greater Manchester.  Carbon dioxide emission figures for 
Stockport show it ranks fourth out of Greater Manchester authorities in terms of total kilo tonnes of CO2 emitted but joint seventh for per capita 
emissions (5.6 t). The domestic sector emissions for Stockport rank third after Manchester and Wigan in terms of emissions of CO2 with 645 kilo 
tonnes emitted in 2009 from this sector. Stockport ranks fourth within Greater Manchester for industrial emissions and sixth for road transport 
emissions(33) . 

New development in the Borough has the potential to contribute to management of carbon emissions, through delivery of accessible sites to 
sustainable design requirements, facilitating low carbon buildings.  Monitoring of this issue is dealt with in more detail in the Monitoring of Policy 
Performance sections of this report.  However the following National Indicator findings provide an outline of the current status of the Borough in 
terms of carbon emissions. 

32 Stockport Sustainable Community Strategy 2020: http://193.112.136.165/draft_community_strategy.html 
33 DECC Climate Change Data: www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/statistics/climate_change/data/data.aspx 

http://193.112.136.165/draft_community_strategy.html
http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/statistics/climate_change/data/data.aspx
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Table 4 Greater Manchester DECC Data on Carbon Dioxide emissions in Kt of CO2 for 2009 

Per capita 
emissions (t) 

Population (mid year 
estimate) 

Total Road 
Transport 

DomesticIndustry & 
Commercial 

Greater Manchester 
Local Authority 

8.9215,30019133575051043Trafford 

6.9225,1001561586476474Salford 

6.4182,6001166432407325Bury 

6.3204,7001293446430414Rochdale 

6.0483,80028776638931319Manchester 

5.8265,1001547493577478Bolton 

5.6306,5001725489649581Wigan 

5.6283,7001592445645500Stockport 

5.3215,4001133274455401Tameside 

5.0218,8001095256446392Oldham 

The Council's Sustainable Design & Construction Supplementary Planning Document(34), together with its associated sustainability checklist, 
was revised in 09/10 and the new edition adopted in November 2010, with the intention of providing more support to developers to engender 
more sustainable development in the Borough.  As detailed in Section 8 'Environmental Quality', systems are being devised for monitoring to 
record use of the Checklist and development which achieves particular environmental standards such as BREEAM and Code for Sustainable 
Homes. This should inform subsequent monitoring. 

The National Indicator data for climate change shown overleaf is the most recent available, NI's 186 and 189 will continue to be collected as part 
of the Single Data List.  NI's 187 and 188 have been discontinued. 

34 http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningpolicy/sustainabledevelopment/?view=Standard 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningpolicy/sustainabledevelopment/?view=Standard
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Table 5  National Indicator Data for Climate Change 

Trafford Bury Stockport National Indicator & Definition 

NI 186 Per Capita reduction in CO2 emissions in the Local Authority area 

Percentage reduction across an agreed set of sectors from the 2005 baseline 
year 3.8% 2.6% 3.6% 

Figures are for 2007 

6.68%4.17%2.36% 

NI 187 Tackling Fuel Poverty (08/09 data)(35) 

% of people receiving income based benefits living in houses with a low energy 
efficiency rating 

24.28%37%51.07% 
% of people receiving income based benefits living in houses with a high energy 
efficiency rating 

312NI 188 Adapting to Climate Change (09/10)(36) 

100%87%100%NI 189 Flood Risk Management (09/10)(37) 

35 The indicator measures the proportion of households on income related benefits for whom an energy assessment of their housing has been carried out, living in homes 
with (i) Low energy efficiency  (ii) High energy efficiency. The energy efficiency of a house can be measured using the Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP). 

36 Authorities report the level they have reached: Level 0 LA has not assessed and managed climate risks and opportunities, or incorporated appropriate action into LA 
strategic planning. Level 1 LA has undertaken a comprehensive, local risk-based assessment of current vulnerabilities to weather and climate. Level 2 LA has identified 
effective adaptation responses to address the risks and opportunities, explicitly related to other council strategies, plans and operations. Level 3 LA has developed 
adaptation action plan to deliver steps to achieve the existing objectives, and partnership arrangements in light of projected climate change. Level 4 LA has implemented 
adaptation action plan and process for monitoring and review to ensure progress with each measure. 

37 Percentage of agreed actions to implement long term flood and coastal erosion risk management plans being undertaken satisfactorily. Score for each local authority 
generated from calculating percentage of agreed Catchment Area and Surface Water Management Plan actions progressed satisfactorily by LA. The actions were 
therefore assigned to each LA separately so that the upper tier actions are not the sum of the lower tier actions. 
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Congestion is acknowledged as an issue in parts of the Borough within the Core Strategy which tackles this issue through provision of good 
transport infrastructure and promotion of sustainable transport modes.  Emissions from transport contribute to Stockport's overall carbon footprint. 
Commuting for employment and education purposes, as well as accessing services, contribute to congestion and emissions. Therefore the 
location of employment sites and education facilities, as well as services, relative to housing, is key to managing congestion and associated 
emissions. 

Table 6 Greater Manchester 2009 CO2 emissions for Road Transport in Kt 

Transport %age Total CO2 emissions Kt Road Transport CO2 
emissions Kt 

Greater Manchester Local Authority 

23.02877663Manchester 

37.51561586Salford 

31.81547493Bolton 

28.31725489Wigan 

34.41293446Rochdale 

28.01592445Stockport 

37.01166432Bury 

18.61913357Trafford 

24.21133274Tameside 

23.41095256Oldham 

The Town Centre and M60 Gateway provide around a quarter of the Borough's jobs. While the Town Centre offers opportunities for sustainable 
commuting, more peripheral sites such as those which form the M60 Gateway were highlighted in the SA of the Core Strategy as areas of potential 
concern in terms of encouraging private car use. The Transport section within Monitoring of Policy Performance outlines specific indicators for 
monitoring.  In terms of significant effects future monitoring will continue to report the DECC CO2 data as they become available. 
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Whilst sustainable design principles support the development of retail services in the town and district centres, it should also be noted that 
concurrent provision of sustainable transport options must accompany this approach, in order not to add to congestion and encourage private 
car use. The emerging LDF recognises these issues, reflecting the findings of the sustainability appraisal. 

Aside from carbon, other emissions such as NOx and particulates should be considered in terms of their potential impacts on health and the 
natural environment, with associated impacts on the attractiveness of the Borough, both as a place to live and for businesses to locate. Work 
will take place to identify other appropriate data resources. 
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3 Development Plan Production 

Local Development Framework 

An important function of the Annual Monitoring Report has been to consider whether:-

(a) the timetable and milestones for the preparation of documents set out in the Council’s Local Development Scheme (LDS) have been met, 
or 

(b) progress is being made towards meeting them, or 

(c) where they are not being met and not on track to being achieved, the reasons why, and proposed adjustments to the LDS. 

In line with most local planning authorities the Council has found it difficult to predict the length of time needed to prepare the local development 
documents in the LDF.  Set out below is the progress made on the Development Plan Documents (DPD) and Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPD) as detailed in the October 2011 LDS. 

Unitary Development Plan & Saved Policies 

As outlined in the revised LDS November 2009, the Secretary of State approved the saving of the UDP Review policies shown beyond the initial 
three year post adoption period. The Council retained other policy guidance documents for planning purposes. Over the next several years these 
policies and documents will be progressively replaced, where it is appropriate to do so with DPDs and/or SPDs in accordance with guidance in 
PPS12 Local Development Frameworks (paragraph 5.15). A schedule of saved documents is provided in the October 2011 LDS. 

Unitary Development Plan Review - Those policies which conform with the criteria in PPS 12 for the saving of planning policies, including 
general conformity with the North West Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), have been saved until they are replaced by LDF policies and proposals. 

UDP Review Part 1 policies are replaced by the Core Strategy DPD in 2011 as this is a key element of the local spatial plan which must be in 
place as soon as possible. 

UDP Review Part 2 policies relating to waste are to be replaced through the Greater Manchester Joint Waste DPD in late 2011/early 2012.Those 
relating to minerals will be replaced by the Greater Manchester Joint Minerals DPD timetabled for adoption in 2012.  Some other UDP Review 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/lds
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/lds
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Part 2 policies will be replaced by the Development Management Policies in the Core Strategy. Those which relate to specific sites or areas 
however, will be progressively replaced by other LDF Documents. 

Plan Documents Specified within the Revised LDS (October 2011) 

The Council has prepared, is preparing (or will begin preparing) the following DPDs within the timescale of the LDS: 

The Core Strategy which sets out the key elements of the planning framework for Stockport comprising a spatial vision and strategic 
objectives, a spatial strategy, core and development management policies as well as a monitoring and implementation framework. 
Allocations, providing a spatial planning framework to secure the implementation of the sustainable development of the Borough of Stockport. 
Greater Manchester Joint Waste Development Plan, identifying sites required to meet Greater Manchester's future waste management 
needs and development management policies to enable effective and appropriate development of those sites. 
Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan, will show how Stockport Council together with the other Greater Manchester Local 
Planning Authorities will meet their contribution to delivering the identified needs of the region for all minerals within acceptable social, 
economic and environmental parameters. 

Proposals Map 

With the adoption of the Core Strategy revision of the Proposals Map was not deemed appropriate.  During preparation of the Allocations DPD, 
the adopted Proposals Map from the UDP Review will be assessed and revised where appropriate.  A full timetable scheduling the proposed 
LDF documents can be seen in theOctober 2011 LDS. 

Stockport Town Centre Area Action Plan 

Earlier editions of the Stockport LDS included a proposal to develop a specific DPD with the aim of providing a spatial planning framework to 
secure the implementation of the sustainable development of Stockport Town Centre and peripheral areas in the period beyond that covered by 
the saved UDP Review policies.  Following further consideration and having regards to resource availability in the next few years it has been 
concluded that an AAP should not be proposed and that, alternatively, the specific issues and requirements relating to Stockport Town Centre 
would be best met through its inclusion within the Core Strategy DPD as a "Strategic Location" and through detailed allocations within the 
Allocations DPD. 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/lds
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Core Strategy DPD 

Role and Subject: Sets out the key elements of the planning framework for the borough comprising spatial vision and strategic objectives, spatial 
strategy, core policies and monitoring and implementation framework. 

Coverage: The Borough of Stockport 

Status: Development Plan Document 

Conformity: The Core Strategy conforms with the Stockport's Sustainable Community Strategy. 

Timetable 

Table 7 

DateStage 

Commencement of Production May 2006 

August 2007 
Consult statutory bodies on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal / Habitats Regulation 
Assessment (Appropriate Assessment) / Health Impact Assessment / Equality Impact 
Assessment (as required) 

Regulation 25 Consultation (Issues & Options / Preferred Options) September 2007 - January 2010 

June 2010 Publication of the DPD 

August 2010 Submission of the DPD 

October 2010Pre-hearing meeting 

December 2010Start of Examination Hearing 

February 2011 Receipt of the Inspectors Report 
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March 2011Adoption of the DPD 

3Development Plan Production 

Progress: The Council adopted the Core Strategy on 17th March 2011. 

Allocations DPD 

Role and Subject: A spatial planning framework to secure the implementation of the sustainable development of the Borough of Stockport 

Coverage: The Borough of Stockport 

Status: Development Plan Document 

Conformity: With the Core Strategy 

Timetable 

DateStage 

Commencement of Production July 2010 

Consult statutory bodies on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal / Habitats Regulation October 2010 
Assessment (“Appropriate Assessment”) / Health Impact Assessment / Equality Impact 
Assessment (as required) 

Regulation 25 consultation (Issues and Options /Preferred Options) November 2010 - June 2011 

November 2011 Publication of the DPD 

January 2013 Submission of the DPD 

January / February 2013 Pre-hearing meeting 
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Spring 2013 Start of Examination Hearing 

Summer 2013Receipt of the Inspectors Report 

July 2013 Adoption of the DPD 

Development Plan Production 3 

Progress: This plan will identify the sites required to deliver the Core Strategy.  Its preparation timetable is therefore dictated by that of the Core 
Strategy, as reported above. There have been delays to the initial stages of development due to delays in the Core Strategy timetable. 

Greater Manchester Joint Waste DPD 

Role and Subject: The JWDPD(38) will: 

Set out the vision and spatial objectives relating to waste for the Greater Manchester area; 
Develop the main policies and broad framework for implementation and monitoring in the authorities Annual Monitoring Reports (AMRs); 
Detail how the Planning Authorities will meet their contribution to delivering the identified needs of the region for all waste streams, within 
acceptable social, economic and environmental parameters; 
Set out how waste management will be considered alongside other spatial concerns, recognising the positive contribution waste management 
can make to the development of sustainable communities; 
Plan for the provision of new capacity based on clear policy objectives, robust analysis of available data and information, and an appraisal 
of options; and 
Set out broad and detailed criteria based policies for the plan area. 

Coverage: Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council, Bury Metropolitan Borough Council, Manchester City Council, Oldham Metropolitan Borough 
Council, Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council, Salford City Council, Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council, Tameside Metropolitan Borough 
Council, Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council and Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council. 

Status: Joint Development Plan Document 

38 http://www.gmwastedpd.co.uk/ 

http://www.gmwastedpd.co.uk/
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Conformity: The JWDPD will be in conformity with European legislation, National Planning Guidance, the Regional Spatial Strategy for the North 
West and each of the planning authority’s Core Strategy Development Plan Documents. The JWDPD will also have regard to the Sustainable 
Community Strategies of the ten Greater Manchester authorities. 

Timetable 

DateStage 

September 2006Pre-production/evidence gathering 

September 2006Consult statutory bodies on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal / Habitats 
Regulation Assessment (“Appropriate Assessment”) / Health Impact 
Assessment / Equality Impact Assessment (as required) 

September 2006 – March 2010(1)Regulation 25 consultation (ongoing Issues and Options / targeted honing of 
strategy consultation) 

November 2010 Publication of the DPD / consultation on pre-submission draft 

February 2011 Submission of the DPD 

April 2011 Pre-hearing meeting 

June 2011 Start of Examination Hearing 

October 2011Receipt of the Inspectors Report 

December 2011 - January 2012(2)Adoption of the DPD 

1. During the Regulation 25 consultation period a Stage 1 Issues and Options consultation was undertaken in May 2007. Further Issues and Options consultation on Built 
Facilities (Oct – Nov 2008) and Residual Waste Disposal (Feb – Mar 2009) in order to evaluate alternative strategies and establish the most appropriate strategy to take 
forward. A targeted consultation on the JWDPD Preferred Options will be undertaken in November 2009. 

2. Timescales for adoption have been prepared on the basis that all planning authorities will agree on a common date for formal adoption of the plan. 
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Progress:  In February 2011, the Waste Plan was submitted to the Secretary of State for independent examination. During the examination 
hearing sessions at the end of June, a number of proposed minor changes to the Submitted Waste Plan were proposed. The Planning Inspector 
has requested that these proposed minor changes be publicised. Consultation on the proposed minor changes to the Waste Plan will run for a 
six week period from Friday 22nd July to Friday 2nd September 2011. The Inspector's report is expected in October 2011. 

Greater Manchester Joint Minerals DPD 

Role and Subject: The GM Joint Minerals DPD(39) will: 

Set out the strategic aims and objectives relating to minerals for the Greater Manchester area; 
Develop the main policies and broad framework for implementation and monitoring; 
Detail how the Planning Authorities will meet their contribution to delivering the identified needs of the region for all minerals, within acceptable 
social, economic and environmental parameters; 
Set out how minerals will be considered alongside other spatial concerns, recognising the importance of the prudent use of minerals in 
preserving natural resources; 
Safeguard existing rail head, wharfage, and other storage and handling facilities and identify future sites to accommodate such facilities; 
Safeguard rail and water-served sites for concrete batching, coated materials, and the reprocessing of recycled and secondary materials 
into aggregate, and, where appropriate, identify future sites for these uses; 
Indicate areas where future working might be sustainable; 
Identify Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs); 
Include a key diagram detailing sites identified within the plan area, and a set of 10 inset maps, one for each district, to be included within 
their individual proposals maps; 
Set out detailed criteria based and site specific policies for the plan area; and 
Set out a detailed criteria based and site specific policies for the plan area. 

Coverage: Bolton Metropolitan Borough Council, Bury Metropolitan Borough Council, Manchester City Council, Oldham Metropolitan Borough 
Council, Rochdale Metropolitan Borough Council, Salford City Council, Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council, Tameside Metropolitan Borough 
Council, Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council and Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council. 

Status: Joint Development Plan Document 

39 http://www.gmmineralsplan.co.uk/index.html 

http://www.gmmineralsplan.co.uk/index.html
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Conformity: The JMDPD will be in conformity with European legislation, National Planning Guidance and each of the planning authority’s Core 
Strategy Development Plan Documents.The JWDPD will also have regard to the Sustainable Community Strategies of the ten Greater Manchester 
authorities. 

Timetable 

DateStage 

November 2009 Commencement of production 

November 2009 - November 2010 Preparation and consultation of Issues and Options and preparation and 
consultation of Preferred Options 

August 2011 - October 2011 Preparation and consultation on draft proposed submission documents 

September 2011 - October 2011Preparation of submission documents 

December 2011Submission of the DPD 

February 2012 Pre-examination meeting 

April 2012 Start of Examination Hearing 

August 2012 Receipt of the Inspectors Report 

October 2012Adoption of the DPD 

Progress: Consultation on the Preferred Option took place between October and November 2010 for six weeks. Work is going forward on the 
Submission document in line with the above timetable. 

Regional Spatial Strategy 

The LDF and LDDs which it contains are to be developed in the context of the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) principles for the Manchester 
City Region including Stockport. These include: 
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Sustaining and promoting economic prosperity consistent with the environmental character of the area; 
The creation of attractive and sustainable communities; 
Focussing development on brownfield sites; 
Ensuring accessibility by public transport, walking and cycling 
Allowing residential development to support local regeneration strategies and to meet local needs; and 
Supporting the diversification of the rural economy and improve access to services in the rural areas. 

A full review of RSS was completed and the adopted version was published in September 2008. Until a final clarification of the revocation of 
these documents, RSS forms a statutory part of the development plan and relevant LDDs will be prepared in general conformity with it; however 
the degree of weight given to RSS varies according to how up to date it is with regards to National Policy. 

Other Plan Documents 

Tall Buildings SPD 

Role and Subject: To establish clear principles and criteria against which Officers will be able to consider and assess proposals for tall buildings; 
and to provide more certainty for developers about the appropriateness and particularly the location of tall buildings. 

Coverage: Stockport town centre and the wider M60 gateway area (incorporating the Brighton Road, Gorsey Bank and Kings Reach sites). 

Status: Supplementary Planning Document. 

Conformity: UDP Review policies: DCD1.1 Design Principles and DCD1.2 Design Appraisals. 

Timetable 

DateStage 

Pre-production/evidence gathering October 2008 - January 2009 

Consult statutory bodies on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal / Habitats Regulation March - September 2009 
Assessment (“Appropriate Assessment”) / Health Impact Assessment / Equality Impact 
Assessment (as required) 
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February 2010 (6 week period) Stakeholder consultation on draft SPD / assessments 

March - April 2010 Consideration of representations and finalise SPD 

May 2010 Adoption 

3Development Plan Production 

Progress: Due to unforeseen consultation delays and pressures of other priorities this document's preparation has been delayed. The aim is 
to adopt this SPD in Spring 2012. 

Sustainable Design & Construction SPD 

Role and Subject:  Sustainable Design & Construction: Buildings that incorporate sustainable design are healthy, safe and productive places 
for people to live in, work in and visit. Sustainable design is also cost effective, particularly in terms of running costs. The best examples of 
sustainable design and construction are the result of the most appropriate balance of the technologies and methodologies covered in this guidance. 

Coverage:  Stockport Borough 

Status: Supplementary Planning Document 

Conformity: To the Stockport UDP Review 

Timetable 

DateStage 

Pre-production/evidence gathering (including undertaking a review of the existing adopted September 2008 - December 2009 
SPD to establish the scope of the required revision) 

Consult statutory bodies on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal / Habitats Regulation January 2010 
Assessment (“Appropriate Assessment”) / Health Impact Assessment / Equality Impact 
Assessment (as required) 
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July - August 2010 (6 week period) Stakeholder consultation on draft SPD / assessments 

September / October 2010Consideration of representations and finalise SPD 

November 2010 Adoption 

Development Plan Production 3 

Progress: This SPD was adopted in November 2010. 

Extensions & Alterations to Dwellings SPD 

Role and Subject: To provide clear principles and criteria that reflects recent changes to planning legislation. The document will assist officers 
in assessing and determining householder developments, whilst also providing clear and up to date advice for the applicant about what the 
Council considers acceptable. 

Coverage: Stockport Borough. 

Status: Supplementary Planning Document. 

Conformity: Stockport UDP Review. 

Timetable 

DateStage 

Pre-production/evidence gathering October 2008 - January 2009 

Consult statutory bodies on the scope of the Sustainability Appraisal / Habitats Regulation March - September 2009 
Assessment (“Appropriate Assessment”) / Health Impact Assessment / Equality Impact 
Assessment (as required) 

Stakeholder consultation on draft SPD / assessments July - August 2010 (6 week period) 
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Consideration of representations and finalise SPD September / October 2010 

November 2010 Adoption 

Progress: Due to unforeseen consultation delays and pressures of other priorities this document's preparation was delayed but the SPD was 
adopted in February 2011. 
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4 Monitoring of Policy Performance 

The following sections detail the monitoring of UDP Policy Performance.  Each section clearly states which UDP policies are relevant and outlines 
the indicators being used to assess each section. 

The AMR follows the structure and indicators laid out in previous AMRs. This follows the review undertaken in recent years to assess which 
indicators should be retained, reflecting Government guidance at the time and taking account of local monitoring needs.  It also takes account 
of European legislative requirements to monitor the performance of planning policies. 

Numbering of indicators reflects the Core Indicators as they were required by Government in previous monitoring and local indicators which the 
local review highlighted as necessary for monitoring policy performance. 
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5 Business Development & Town Centre 

Stockport's Sustainable Community Strategy 2020(40) states that a thriving Stockport should have: 

A competitive economy with a diverse and expanding business base which attracts high earning sectors and support high employment 
across sectors and skills levels 
A vibrant town centre complemented by individual district centres which are well used by residents and well served by retail, leisure and 
cultural facilities. 
An educated population benefiting from high quality educational facilities 
An enterprising culture with a high level of innovative business start-ups and social enterprises by local people and partners. 

Reflecting existing UDP policies, in support of these ideals and reflecting policies in the adopted Core Strategy, economic planning policies aim 
to ensure that sufficient employment land is available and that new developments are directed to the most appropriate sites in order to encourage 
regeneration of existing employment areas, particularly through making work accessible and especially using sustainable transport modes.  New 
employment sites will also be designed, where feasible and viable, to deliver the most carbon efficient business facilities.The BAM office building 
in central Stockport was designed and delivered as a BREEAM excellent building. This building is being used as a case study of how office 
development, and all employment facilities, could and should be delivered(41) . 

Relevant UDP Policies 

E1 Overall Supply of Land for Development 

Within the constraints set by green belt and other open land policies, the Council will ensure that development sites are available during the 
plan period to meet the requirements of local and incoming businesses and industries. 

40 http://193.112.136.165/draft_community_strategy.html 
41 www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningpolicy/sustainabledevelopment/ 

http://193.112.136.165/draft_community_strategy.html
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/environment/planningpolicy/sustainabledevelopment/
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E2 Location and Design of Employment Uses 

The Council will direct new industrial and office development primarily to employment areas and identified development sites within the 
borough. 

In considering proposals for development on these sites, the Council will apply the considerations set out in UDP transport policies in relation 
to the impact upon existing infrastructure and the accessibility of sites by sustainable modes of transport. 

The design of new development will be required to be of a high standard and make provision for access for people with disabilities. it should 
also seek to minimise environmental impact. 

E3 Protection / Regeneration of Employment Areas 

The Council will seek to retain and promote the use of the best existing employment land (defined as employment areas on the proposals 
map) for employment purposes and complementary uses. 

Business Development & Town Centre 5 

Indicators 

The following indicators are reported on in this section for the 2010/11 Reporting Year: 

Core indicators were required by central and regional government as follows and are reported on in Delivery of Development: 

BD1 Total amount of additional floorspace by type 
BD2 Total amount of employment floorspace on previously developed land by type 
BD3 Employment land available by type 
BD4 Total amount of floorspace for Town Centre uses 

The local indicator reported by Stockport Planning Policy Team is as follows and is reported on in Employment: 
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LI1 Unemployment rate in borough and highest ward rates relative to borough average - Target: reduce levels of unemployment in wards 
with highest rates 

Delivery of Development 

Details of industrial and commercial land availability continue to be collated annually by the Council in the Employment Land Availability Schedule. 
This schedule records new planning permissions, completions and employment land available in the borough on allocated sites, as set out in 
the UDP. Completion data for 2002 and 2003 was collected at the same time and so the total area for completions has been equally split between 
the two years. 

Traditionally, Stockport has recorded the amount of employment land available or completed in hectares and this information is reflected in Table 
8 'Amount of Industrial/Commercial land developed in Stockport 2001 - 2010/11 (hectares)'. However, in accordance with Government Core 
Indicator requirements for data in m2 a second table displays the floorspace (where available) for completions in Stockport Borough. 

The average amount of employment land developed since 2001 stands at 6.54 hectares per annum. In total 12.08 hectares have been developed 
in Stockport for 2010/11. 

Table 8 Amount of Industrial/Commercial land developed in Stockport 2001 - 2010/11 (hectares) 

Average 2010/112009/102008/92007/82006/72005/62004200320022001Year 

B1

3.8811.360.040.441.85.364.866.812.842.842.47B2/B8 

6.5412.080.342.868.628.717.119.546.16.13.91Total 

1.44 3.26 3.26 2.73 2.25 3.35 6.82 2.42 0.3 0.72 2.66 

The trend for office completions (B1) has remained relatively steady over the last ten years with an above average provision for the reporting 
year 2007/08. Since then however, the fall in completions reflects the struggling national economy affecting Stockport. The figure for 2010/11 
shows a slight increase from the previous year, in part due to the completion of a significant public sector funded development. 

2010/11 sees a bucking of the trend towards a reduction in industrial development area. The extremely high figure, in relative terms, is due to 
the completion of three large industrial developments. Two of those developments are waste management/recycling facilities and the other is 

http:6.541.44
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replacement floorspace at a large industrial unit. The Council still has around 30 hectares of land in the pipeline for B2/B8 uses, either allocated 
or with permission granted. It is not expected that a similarly high completion figure will be repeated in the near future. 

Table 9 Amount of Industrial/Commercial floorspace developed in Stockport 2001 - 2010/11 (square metres) 

Average 2010/112009/102008/92007/82006/72005/62004200320022001Year 

10800.056626938992324461130158085810111050110509715B1 

12727.72865444126674624216511750717104103751037613878B2/B8 

23528.13431673791259029085346662559225205214272142823593Total 

The total floorspace completed for industrial and commercial developments in this reporting year is the highest for some time. This is mostly due 
to completions of three large industrial developments, as referred to above.100% of the amount of floorspace completed was on previously 
developed land. 

Table 10 Industrial and Commercial Developments (UCO B1, B2 and B8) in Stockport 

2010/112009/10Industrial & Commercial Development 

34316m2 (100%)7379 m2 (100%)Total floorspace completed (Gross) that is on Previously Developed Land 

Total amount of Employment land available for Office, Industrial & Warehouse Use: 

25.13 ha27.31 haOffice (B1) 

30.86 ha30.62 haIndustrial (B2/B8) 

55.99 ha57.93 haTotal 

4659m27363m2Total Amount of Industrial / commercial Floorspace lost to other uses (i.e all other use classes) 



31 

5Business Development & Town Centre 

As shown in Table 10 'Industrial and Commercial Developments (UCO B1, B2 and B8) in Stockport', the overall amount of employment land 
available for development has fallen slightly. Including sites that are under construction, Stockport has 25.31 hectares of office (B1) land available, 
and 30.86 hectares of industrial (B2/B8) land available. 

Monitoring of completions indicates that approximately 4392m2 of employment floorspace was lost to residential use over the last monitoring 
period. The greatest loss of employment floorspace overall was in the B1 sector with 2959m2 of the 4659m2 lost to uses other than employment 
development. 

Table 11 Industrial and Commercial Completions in each Committee Area (2010/11) 

Total Area (m2)Area B2 and B8 (m2)Area B1 (m2)
No. B1, B2 and B8 

Completions 
Committee Area 

5201-52014Central 

----Cheadle 

8717361352Marple 

145111253263Heatons & Reddish 

1564215642-5Werneth 

1115111151-2Stepping Hill 

----Bramhall & Cheadle Hulme South 

3431628654566216Stockport Totals 

7379441693892009/10 Totals 

Industrial and Commercial Completions in each Committee Area (2009/10) shows that Central area, which contains the town centre, remains 
the main focus for B1 development in the borough and the Council intends to build on this trend through its Core Strategy policies. Werneth, 
primarily through development in the Bredbury Employment Area, remains the key area in the borough for industrial development. 
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The total amount of additional employment floorspace delivered in 2010/11 was 34,316m2 of which 5,201m2 was in the town centre (approximately 
92% of all office development in the borough). 

Employment 

LI1 Unemployment rate in borough & highest ward rates relative to borough average - Target: Reduce levels of unemployment in wards 
with the highest rates. 

Stockport Council continues to receive unemployment data from the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities' Commission for the New 
Economy. This data is compiled from statistics provided by the Office of National Statistics (ONS). The data is based upon the economically 
active population aged 16 years to retirement and reflects the data around Job Seekers Allowance claimants. 

For 2010/11 the percentage change of unemployment in the Borough was the lowest in the Greater Manchester area.  Despite the impact of the 
economic recession, Stockport's unemployment figures remain one of the lowest levels of unemployment in the City Region.  It should be noted 
that Stockport is the third lowest in terms of unemployment, and was second lowest in the previous two reporting periods.  Stockport's rate of 
unemployment for March 2011 (3.1%) is slightly lower than the national rate of 3.8%. 

Overleaf are maps displaying the average percentage rate of unemployment by ward for the total populations for the current reporting year 
(2010/11) and the previous reporting year (2009/10). The data is based on Job Seekers Allowance averaged quarterly data for the reporting 
period. This allows comparison of conditions in each ward and with last year's figures.  Readers should note the following limitations and structure 
to the maps: 

Note the ranges vary for each map therefore apparent changes should be checked against the ranges 
Rate of Unemployment in Stockport by Ward 04/05 to 10/11 shows a graph of ward unemployment rates over 7 years 
The wards used are dictated by data which uses the pre-2004 ward delineations 
Retention of the old ward structure allows comparison with previous years data 
Darker areas on the maps indicate areas of higher unemployment 
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Table 12 Greater Manchester: JSA Claimant Count March 2011 (annual change) 

4.94.6-6.282457737 

4.03.6-8.64682 

NumberArea 

Mar 10Mar 11 

Rate (%) 

Annual Change (%) Mar 11 Mar 10 

Bolton 

Bury 4280 

Manchester 17659 18396 -4.0 4.9 5.1 

5.35.0-5.873716940Oldham 

5.85.4-6.575857091Rochdale 

5.14.6-9.378707136Salford 

3.63.1-13.665695678Stockport 

4.94.4-11.169236156Tameside 

3.43.1-11.047854258Trafford 

5.04.4-11.398748754Wigan 

4.84.4-8.08230075689Greater Manchester 

4.44.2-5.6197494186371North West 

4.03.8-5.416148521526946United Kingdom 
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Figure 1 Unemployment (%) in Stockport by Ward 2010 - 2011 
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Figure 2 Unemployment (%) in Stockport by Ward 2009 - 2010 
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The following points are revealed by the mapped data.  Areas of high unemployment are being impacted most severely by the economic recession. 
However unemployment rates have decreased in all areas during 2010/11 from the previous year with the lowest decreases in Davenport and 
Manor wards and the biggest decrease in Brinnington.  It is difficult to ascertain if policy is specifically contributing to these trends in light of 
recession impacts.  However what these maps do show, backed by Figure 3 'Rate of Unemployment in Stockport by Ward 04/05 to 10/11', is 
that policy considerations need to take into account unemployment inequalities across the relevant wards. 
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Figure 3 Rate of Unemployment in Stockport by Ward 04/05 to 10/11 
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Unemployment fell across the Borough and Stockport remains one of the lowest Boroughs in Greater Manchester in terms of unemployment 
levels.  However the decreases are minimal in most areas with only Brinnington achieving a greater than 1% change. The aim of employment 
policies in the Core Strategy is to deliver employment development that enables residents in these areas to achieve work. This data highlights 
the need to ensure appropriate employment sites are delivered in accessible locations.  Beyond physical accessibility the relevant skills requirements 
and levels need to be considered. This will mean ensuring that there is a broad range of job types across the various sectors, so that those who 
are unskilled have the chance to enter the workforce. However it is also important that the Council continues to find means to improve the skills 
of those currently prevented from accessing jobs because of low skill levels. 

In addition to the above data recent AMRs have reported using NI 171 New business registration rate which shows data for Stockport for the 
years 2002 to 2008 as outlined in Table 13 'Stockport New Business Registration Rate 2002-2008'. This data reflects the proportion of business 
registrations per 10,000 resident population aged 16 and above and is a proxy measure for business start ups.  Unfortunately there is no data 
available post 2009 due to the removal of the National Indicator suite. The data shows a steady growth over recent years in new businesses, 
with an expected drop as economic factors come into play from 2008 onwards. This indicates that planning policies are contributing to the 
development of new business.  Other data resources will be researched for future AMRs. 

Table 13 Stockport New Business Registration Rate 2002-2008 

2008200720062005200420032002Year 

New Business Registration Rate 49.6 57.7 54.1 63.0 59.9 65.8 58.2 
(%) 
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6 Local Services 

Stockport's Sustainable Community Strategy states that Stockport has 8 District Centres and many more neighbourhood and local centres each 
with its own distinct identity.  District centres are at the heart of our communities providing accessible facilities, whilst our town centre is a regional 
hub, an asset for retail, business and leisure opportunities.  It goes on to say that Stockport should have a vibrant town centre complemented by 
individual district centres which are well used by residents and well served by retail, leisure and cultural facilities. 

One of the Council’s key aims is to ‘maintain and promote the borough’s distinct District Centres’ and ‘to ensure Stockport’s Town Centre retains 
its position as a leading retail centre in the region’. These aims are in line with the UDP policies on retail and local services which aim to concentrate 
development in Stockport’s existing town and other centres, and also to ensure that local services are accessible to all sections of the community. 

The emerging LDF echoes these aims with the Core Strategy seeking to continue to concentrate development in the town and other centres. 
The sustainability appraisal of the Core Strategy reflected the benefits of this approach in terms of accessibility of all service types, with one area 
of concern around the eastern parts of the borough, which the Rural Proofing exercise identified as areas for consideration. The Core Strategy’s 
Accessibility Assessment reinforces this concern and monitoring of service provision as well as housing will continue to inform future policy 
development. Transport indicators assess the accessibility of services from new housing via public transport, walking and cycling to inform 
policies on public transport and other sustainable travel modes. 

Stockport’s Green Space Strategy is to have sufficient parks, open spaces and sport and recreational facilities that contribute to a high quality 
of life throughout the Borough.  Stockport’s Open Space and Recreational Study in 2005 provided data concerning urban open space and leisure 
provision in Stockport, informing the UDP policies. 

Relevant UDP Policies 

UOS1 Urban Open Space 

The Council will safeguard the permanence and integrity of areas of strategic open space within the urban area and will protect and enhance 
areas of local open space that have existing and potential value for leisure use or as amenity space. 
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PSD1 Hierarchy of Shopping Centres 

New development should protect and promote a range of shops and shopping centres, which is convenient, appropriately located, and 
provides shoppers with a balanced level of provision. 

The following hierarchy of existing centres will continue to be the main focus of new retail development and will be protected, maintained 
and enhanced in order to provide access to a wide range of shops and associated services for all sections of the community: 

i. The sub-regional centre (Stockport town centre); 

ii. Eight existing district centres (listed in policy psd2); 

iii. Twenty-five local centres (listed in policy psd3). 

Local Services 6 

Indicators 

The following Local indicators are reported on in this section for the 2009/10 Reporting Year: 

Retail & Leisure Indicators 

LI2 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the borough 
LI3 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the Town Centre 
LI4 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the District Centres 
LI5 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the Local Centres 
LI6 Number of vacant properties in Stockport town and district centres and vacancy rates as a percentage in primary shopping and all 
frontages - Targets: an overall reduction 
LI7 Retailer representation of major national multiples - Target: no less 
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Recreational Space Indicators 

LI8 Percentage of eligible open spaces managed to Green Flag award standard 
LI9 Change in amount of recreational and amenity open space – Target: no less 
LI10 Change in area of protected urban open space – Target: no less 
LI11 Amount of children’s play and casual recreational facility provided from new development – Targets: Formal 1.7ha/1000 population; 
Children’s 0.7 ha / 1000 population 
LI12 Adult participation in sport 
LI13 Children and young people’s participation in high-quality PE and sport 

Retail & Leisure 

LI2 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the borough 

LI3 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the Town Centre 

LI4 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the District Centres 

LI5 Amount of completed retail and leisure development for the Local Centres 

Below are the data for indicators concerning completed retail and leisure development for the whole Borough, the Town Centre, the District 
Centres and the Local Centres. 

Figures for the current monitoring period show an overall 42% improvement on last year for the Borough, however district centres have shown 
a decrease in the amount of development. This probably reflects the impact of the economic recession on development coming forward in the 
district centres. 

In Table 14 'Amount of completed retail and leisure development' the figure for the town centre retail and leisure development for 2010/11 does 
not include other town centre uses, such as A2 (financial & professional services) and B1(offices) uses. The figure would be 12,323 square 
metres reflecting the completion of the Council's new offices at Fred Perry House. 
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Last year saw some major developments in district centres with a new retail site at Edgeley and Marple Service Station's retail shop. The figure 
of 2119.4 sq m of development in district centres for last year has been revised to 1233.4 sq m in this year's AMR reflecting that the Tesco 
development at Cheadle has not yet completed. There are some further developments for district centres in the pipeline which will be reported 
in next year's AMR. 

Table 14 Amount of completed retail and leisure development 

2010/11 Square metres2009/10 Square metresAmount of completed retail and leisure 
development 

59573481.2Stockport Borough (Total) 

266.1250Stockport Town Centre 

766.71233.4Stockport District Centres 

520.4180.6Stockport Local Centres 

LI6 Number of vacant properties in Stockport town and district centres and vacancy rates as a percentage in primary shopping and all 
frontages - Targets: an overall reduction 

LI7 Retailer representation of major national multiples - Target: no less 

The town centre's Central Shopping Area contained 114 vacant units (20%) as at August 2010. This is above the national average.  However 
the amount of vacant town centre floorspace (in the Central Shopping Area combined with the Great Portwood Street Area) is slightly below the 
national average. 

There was an overall loss of retail premises with both Marple and Romiley losing premises, Hazel Grove gaining some, but other District Centres 
remaining the same.  Most centres reduced vacancy rates except Reddish which remained the same, and Cheadle Hulme and Hazel Grove 
where there were increases. There was an increase in primary frontage vacancies except for Cheadle, Edgeley and Reddish where numbers 
fell. 
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Table 15 District Centre Vacancy Rates 

All vacancies Primary frontage vacancies Number of primary 
frontage premises 

Total number of business 
units 

District 
Centre 

Apr 10 %Apr 11 %NumberApr 10 %Apr 11 %Number 

5.44.384.56.1466185Bramhall 

14.313.72514.912.913101182Cheadle 

5.18.1117.510.0440136
Cheadle 
Hulme 

12.58.11113.08.7669136Edgeley 

10.711.9226.57.6792201Hazel Grove 

10.08.6174.87.2683198Marple 

16.916.91321.110.521977Reddish 

12.510.4117.07.0343106Romiley 

The target of 'an overall reduction' has not been achieved, however the impact of economic recession has to be taken into account and only 
three of the district centres did not improve.  In addition there was only one loss of national chains in Hazel Grove and Bramhall, Cheadle and 
Reddish gained national chains, meaning this target was achieved for the Borough overall. 

Table 16 'District Centre Major National Representation' overleaf demonstrates the retailer representation of major national multiples in the district 
centres and compares the current figures with the previous AMR. 
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Table 16 District Centre Major National Representation 

Number of major national multiples Apr 11 Number of major national multiples Apr 10 District Centre 

4341Bramhall 

4945Cheadle 

2323Cheadle Hulme 

2626Edgeley 

2729Hazel Grove 

3333Marple 

1615Reddish 

2020Romiley 

Recreational Space 

LI8 Percentage of eligible open spaces managed to Green Flag award standard 

The Green Flag Award is open to any freely accessible park or green space and the award measures eight key criteria(42): A welcoming place; 
Healthy, safe and secure; Clean and well maintained; Sustainability; Conservation and heritage; Community involvement; Marketing, and; 
Management. 

Stockport now has 21 sites that are at Green Flag Standard.  In January 2011 three parks were submitted for the award, two of them for the first 
time and each of these has been successful. The two new sites are Romiley Recreation Ground and Heaton Moor Park. 

42 www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/Judges/JudgingCriteria/Default.aspx 

http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/Judges/JudgingCriteria/Default.aspx
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Table 17 Stockport Parks at Green Flag Award Standard 2011 

Area (ha)Park Area (ha)Park 

4.66Marple Memorial Park 5.55Adswood Park 

7.09North Reddish Park 1.45Bredbury Recreation Ground 

0.79Oak Meadow 5.5Brinnington Park 

159.82Reddish Vale Country Park 42.12Bruntwood Park 

1.23Romiley Recreation Ground 3.19Cale Green Park 

0.87Shaw Heath Recreation Ground 29.16Chadkirk County Estate 

2.45South Reddish Park 2.32Diamond Jubilee 

1.74Thornfield Park 98.05Etherow Country Park 

13.34Torkington Park 0.42Hallam Memorial Gardens 

8.58Vernon Park 1.69Heaton Moor Park 

5.07Heaton Norris Park 

These recent awards mean that at least 67.85% of Stockport’s residents now live within one kilometre of a Green Flag Standard park. 

LI9 Change in amount of recreational and amenity open space – Target: no less 

LI10 Change in area of protected urban open space – Target: no less 
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The targets ‘No less recreational and amenity open space’ and ‘No less protected urban open space’ have both been met in this monitoring 
period. 

LI11 Amount of children’s play and casual recreational facility provided by new development – Targets: Formal 1.7ha/1000 population; 
Children’s 0.7 ha / 1000 population 

In terms of LI11 amount of children’s play and casual recreational facility provided from new development – Targets: Formal 1.7ha/1000 population; 
Children’s 0.7 ha / 1000 population; these targets are being met in various forms.   During this monitoring period there have been no new housing 
developments completed of an appropriate size to have triggered the threshold for delivering local areas for play(43). This also reflects the slow 
down in delivery of housing development. 

Where the open space requirement cannot be met on the individual sites, contributions are made through the payment of commuted sums. Open 
space commuted sums are also collected from other residential developments towards the provision and maintenance of formal and casual open 
space facilities within the Borough in accordance with the requirements of policy UL1.3 of the Unitary Development Plan. 

For the Reporting Year 10/11 the following open space and amenity sites in the Borough were implemented or improved using commuted sums: 
Heaton Moor Park Play Area, High Lane Park Playground, Unity Park Reddish Road, Heaton Mersey Park, Manchester Road Recreation Ground, 
Blair Close Play Area, Smithy Green Play Area, Bean Leach Play Area, Crescent Park Play Area, Grafton Street/Lloyd Street Play Area, Heathbank 
Play Area, Overdale Play Area, William Scholes Play Area, Brookfield Recreation Ground, Shaw Heath Recreation Ground, Moat Walk Play 
Area and Turnstone Road Play Area. 

LI12 Adult participation in sport 

National Indicator 008 Adult participation in sport and active recreation informed the LI12 Local Indicator, however the data is no longer available, 
including for the Reporting Year.  Figures for 05/06, 07/08 and 08/09 show 22.45%, 22.21% and 21% respectively, as a percentage of respondents 
indicating participation in sport 3 or more times a week.  A strong increase in this percentage was deemed to be desirable to reflect improvement 
and could be used as an indicator of accessible sports facilities, although the survey response rates needed to be taken into account, as well as 

43 Local Areas for Play or LAPs are required on sites where the development accommodates approximately 50 or more residents 
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the performance of behavioural change programs. Whilst the potential impact of economic recession on these figures should also be taken into 
account, this information could indicate that more research is needed into reasons for non-use, i.e. to what degree does it reflect either inaccessible 
sites or behavioural change issues?  Future editions of the AMR will be revised to see what data may be available to inform a similar indicator 
to this one. 

LI13 Children and young people’s participation in high-quality PE and sport 

National Indicator 57 Children and young people’s participation in high-quality PE and sport shows figures for 2007/08 and 2008/09 of 75% and 
79% respectively.  It should be noted that no specific guidance on a measuring method for five hours of quality sport (as originally required by 
the NI) was available. Therefore a type of floor target was used to measure the percentage of 5-16 year olds participating in at least 2 hours a 
week of high quality PE and sport at school during curriculum time. This national indicator will no longer be collected therefore future AMRs will 
be unable to report on this indicator unless some other data becomes available. 
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7 Housing 

The Council's main aspiration for housing, as set out in the Sustainable Community Strategy, is to tackle the challenges of housing affordability 
and availability including social housing needs.  Amongst other issues, this will involve addressing competing land demands for housing, economic 
development and green space.  Other challenges include to provide housing that delivers reduced carbon emissions through energy efficient 
design and use of sustainable technologies.  Location of housing relative to employment, services and retail facilities is key to achieving a 
sustainable Stockport. 

Stockport’s housing target is 450 net additional dwellings a year. This was the target set by the Regional Spatial Strategy for the North West 
(RSS). 

Relevant Policy 

The relevant policy for the reporting year is UDP Review Policy HP1 Housing Provision which states that 'Because sufficient land exists in the 
borough in the form of urban area windfalls and limited brownfield allocations, the Council will refuse applications for housing on land which 
involves greenfield sites, building on urban open space or land allocated for employment purposes.' The policy also says that the Council will 
monitor planning permissions for dwellings and phase development to ensure that provision is broadly in line with the housing target and a 5 
year supply is maintained. 

The relevant policy for future years is Core Strategy Policy CS2 Housing Provision which says that 7,200 additional homes will be provided over 
the 15 year period from 2011 to 2026. CS2 also states that 'The focus will be on providing new housing through the effective and efficient use 
of land within accessible urban areas.' The housing targets for the next 5 years are as follows: 

450 new homes p.a. between 2011 and 2013 
495 new homes p.a. between 2013 and 2016 

This amounts to 2,385 new homes between 2011 and 2016. 

Indicators 

The following indicators are reported on in this section for the 2010/11 Reporting Year. 

Stockport continues to monitor the following indicators: 
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H1 Plan Period & Housing Targets (includes Housing Trajectory) 
H2(a) Net additional dwellings in previous years 
H2(b) Net additional dwellings for the reporting year 
H2(c) Net additional dwellings in future years 
H2(d) Managed delivery target (this includes local data on completions by committee area and type) 
H3 New and converted dwellings on previously developed land 
H4 Gypsy & Traveller net additional pitches 
H5 Gross Affordable Housing Completions (broken down by type) 
H6 Housing Quality - Building for Life Assessments 

Other Local Indicators for housing reported by Stockport's Planning Policy Team include: 

LI14 Percentage of dwellings built at a density of: <30 dwellings/ha; 30-50 dwellings/ha; >50 dwellings/ha(44) 

LI15 Number of dwellings demolished per annum 
LI16 Five year deliverable supply assessment 
LI17 Previously Developed Land (PDL) Trajectory 
LI18 Number of new dwellings in Stockport Town Centre granted planning permission and constructed during the monitoring year 

Housing Supply & Trajectory 

H1 Plan Period & Housing Targets (includes Housing Trajectory) 

H2(c) Net additional dwellings in future years 

H2(d) Managed delivery targets (this includes local data on completions by committee area and type) 

LI16 Five year deliverable supply assessment 

44 policies encourage efficient use of land and the need to minimise number of dwellings built at a density of <30 dwellings per hectare 
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In order to achieve the housing target of 2,385 new homes between 2011 and 2016 the Council is required to identify and maintain a 5 year 
supply of 'deliverable' land for housing. To be considered 'deliverable', sites should be available, suitable for housing development and there 
should be a reasonable prospect of completions within 5 years. 

There are 2,458 dwellings in total on 'Undeveloped Sites' and 'Sites Under Construction'. Of the 1,680 dwellings on Undeveloped Sites, 1,304 
are deliverable. Of the 778 dwellings on Sites Under Construction, 690 are deliverable. Therefore, there are currently 1,994 dwellings in the 
deliverable supply, equal to a 4.2 year supply. Dwellings are not considered to be deliverable if the site is currently in another use or the 
development has stalled because of the economic climate. Only one of the Sites Under Construction is not regarded as being fully deliverable 
and that is New Mill in Heatons and Reddish. This development has stalled and therefore the 88 dwellings in the final phase are not in the 
deliverable supply. 

A list of the 'Undeveloped Sites', including each site’s contribution to the 5 year supply can be found in Appendix 1 of the 5 year Deliverable 
Housing Supply Assessment(45). Appendix 2 of that document contains the list of 'Sites Under Construction'. 

There were 187 completions this year, which is more than the 150 completions predicted in last year's AMR but still well below target. Completions 
are expected to remain below target for the next 2-3 years. The projected completions in Figure 4 'Housing Trajectory for the period 2006 - 2026' 
for years 2011-16 are based entirely on the 1,994 dwellings in the 5 year deliverable supply. 

National planning policy (PPS3) states that where local authorities cannot demonstrate an up-to-date 5 year supply they should consider favourably 
planning applications for housing. Although the number of dwellings in the deliverable supply has increased from 1,784 last year to 1,994 this 
year, there is less than a 5 year supply for a second year running. Furthermore, completions next year are expected to be roughly the same as 
this year - well below target. This will further increase the housing target for future years, in order to make up the shortfall, and mean that more 
than 2,500 dwellings will be required in April 2012 for a 5 year supply. 

Core Strategy Policy H-2 Housing Phasing expects sites for houses and sites for flats to achieve scores of at least 50 and 60 respectively when 
assessed against the Council's accessibility model. In order to comply with PPS3 and top up the supply these scores were lowered through 
Development Management to 45 and 55 because there was not a 5 year supply when the Core Strategy was adopted. As there is still less than 
a 5 year supply and because only 170 completions are predicted for 2011/12 the accessibility scores for new houses and flats have been lowered 
to 40 and 50 respectively. 

45 5 year Deliverable Housing Supply assessment: www.stockport.gov.uk/ldf 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/2013/2994/developmentcontrol/planningpolicy/LDF/5yearhousingsupply?view=Standard
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Figure 4 Housing Trajectory for the period 2006 - 2026 
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Housing Provision 

H2(a) Net additional dwellings in previous years 

H2(b) Net additional dwellings for the reporting year 

H4 Gypsy & Traveller Additional Pitches 

H6 Housing Quality - Building for Life Assessments 

LI15 number of dwellings demolished per annum 

There were 203 gross completions (188 on windfall sites(46)) and 16 losses in 2010/11, giving a net figure of 187 additional dwellings for the year. 
Most of the losses involved the demolition of individual houses, with 2 losses through changes of use. 

The two developments providing the most completions this year are both in the Town Centre - MAC House, St Thomas's Place (21 flats) and 
Birchfield House, Hopes Carr (20 flats). The Parklands development in Cheadle Hulme provided the third highest number of completions (15 
houses), and another Town Centre site, 40 High Street was fourth with 14 flats. The Coppice development in Marple saw the completion of the 
first 11 of its 79 dwellings and Stockport Homes provided 18 affordable homes in total on two sites - 9 at Marlhill Court, Offerton and 9 at Mendip 
Court, Heaton Norris. 

No additional Gypsy and Traveller pitches were delivered in the monitoring period and no Building for Life Assessments were undertaken. 

46 A site not specifically allocated for housing but which has become available for development. 
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Table 18 Number of dwellings completed per annum 

Number of Net CompletionsDwellings LostNumber of Gross Completions Year 

741207612006/07 

632857172007/08 

395504452008/09 

17222194(1)2009/10 

187162032010/11 

2,1271932,320Total 

425394645 Year Average 

1. Figure revised since 2009/10 AMR after 35 dwellings at Woodgrove Court, Hazel Grove were included in error. 

H5 Gross Affordable Housing Completions (broken down by type) 

Table 19 Number of Gross Completions and Affordable Completions by type 

% of Total Number of Affordable 
Completions 

% of Total Number of Gross 
Completions 

Dwelling Type / Size 

14.91016.333Flat - 1 bed 

28.41934.570Flat - 2 bed 

000.51Flat - 3 bed 
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% of Total Number of Affordable 
Completions 

% of Total Number of Gross 
Completions 

Dwelling Type / Size 

0000Flat - 4 bed 

0000House - 1 bed 

32.82215.832House - 2 bed 

11.9813.327House - 3 bed 

11.9819.740House - 4+ bed 

100%67100%203Total 

Housing7 

51% of completions in 2010/11 were flats and 49% were houses. This is a more even split than last year when 63% of completions were flats. 
There was a good mix of new housing this year with the majority of flats having two bedrooms and houses for both smaller and larger households 
being provided, although the majority of the smaller houses were affordable dwellings. 

67 of the 203 completions were affordable dwellings (33%), most of them houses.  As in recent years, the majority of the affordable dwellings 
(38 out of the 67) were provided by Stockport Homes and Registered Providers. 76% of the affordable dwellings were units for smaller households 
(1 and 2 beds). 

The 67 affordable dwellings were provided in the following Committee Areas: Central (38 units), Stepping Hill (10), Marple (8), Bramhall and 
Cheadle Hulme South (7) and Cheadle (4). 

Stockport's Committee Area boundaries changed in 2009, so this is only the second AMR in which the housing data reflects the new boundaries. 
The Four Heatons have been combined with North and South Reddish (formerly in Tame Valley) to form the Heatons & Reddish Committee 
Area.The remainder of Tame Valley has been combined with Victoria to form the Central committee area (including the Town Centre, Brinnington, 
and south of the Town Centre from Cheadle Heath round to Little Moor). The other 5 areas are unchanged. Figure 5 'Area Committee and Ward 
Boundaries from 2009' highlights the changes. 
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Figure 5 Area Committee and Ward Boundaries from 2009 
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Table 20 shows that housing development in 2010/11 was again focused on the inner areas of Stockport (i.e. Central Committee Area). This is 
mainly due to completions in the Town Centre. 

Table 20 Number of Net Completions & Percentage of Total by Committee Area for the last 3 years 

Percentage of Total Net Completions 
2010/11 

Percentage of 
Total 

Net 
Completions 

2009/10 

Percentage of 
Total 

Net 
Completions 

2008/09 

Committee Area 

12.8248.71512.750Bramhall 

6.9138.71512.750Cheadle 

0-0-0.83Four Heatons 

8.616-0.58-13.012Marple 

11.822254319.577Stepping Hill 

0-0-38.9154Tame Valley 

0-0-8.634Victoria 

5.9111.733.815Werneth 

45.98654.1930-Central 

8.0152.340-Heatons & Reddish 

100187100172100395Total 

LI14 Percentage of dwellings built at a density of: <30 dwellings/ha; 30-50 dwellings/ha; >50 dwellings/ha 
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Considering schemes of 5 or more dwellings, none of the gross completions in 2010/11 were built at a density of less than 30 dwellings per 
hectare. 4% were built below this level in 2009/10 and 7% in 2008/09. This demonstrates the extent to which housing development in Stockport 
makes efficient use of land. 

Table 21 Density of New Housing Developments 

Number of CompletionsDensity (Dwellings per hectare) 

0Gross completions at a density of < 30 dph 

63Gross completions at a density of between 30-50 dph 

76Gross completions at a density of > 50 dph 

139Total 

H3 New and converted dwellings on previously developed land 

LI17 Previously Developed Land (PDL) Trajectory 

In June 2010 the Government changed the definition of Previously Developed Land (PDL) in Planning Policy Statement 3 Housing (PPS3)(47) 

by excluding private residential gardens from the definition. However, the percentage of housing completions on PDL has been consistently high 
for many years and this is set to continue for at least the next the five years, despite the change made to PPS3. 

This year's actual, and next year's projected, below average figures are due more to a low completion total than an increased number of dwellings 
on Greenfield sites. 

The PDL Trajectory up to 2015/16 shown in Table 22 'Previously-developed land trajectory' is based entirely on specific sites in the five year 
deliverable supply and is therefore robust. 

47 http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicystatements/pps3/ 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicystatements/pps3/
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Table 22 Previously-developed land trajectory 

PDL Definition% of Completions on PDLYear 

PPS3 200698%2006/07 

PPS3 200696%2007/08 

PPS3 200698%2008/09 

PPS3 2006 / 201099% / 96%2009/10 

PPS3 201093%2010/11 

PPS3 201090%2011/12 

PPS3 201098%2012/13 

PPS3 201097%2013/14 

PPS3 201097%2014/15 

PPS3 201098%2015/16 

LI18 Number of new dwellings in Stockport Town Centre granted planning permission and constructed during the monitoring year 

188 dwellings were granted planning permission in the Town Centre this year (not including renewals). The largest housing development granted 
in the Town Centre was for 112 dwellings on the Hollands Mills site, Shaw Heath.This year's figure is slightly more than the 176 dwellings granted 
last year. 

57 new dwellings were constructed in the Town Centre this year - more than twice as many as last year's figure (25) and the year before (27). 
This year's figure is not expected to be matched in 2011/12 but it is on course to be exceeded in 2012/13 as the former Royal Oak Brewery and 
Peaches Nightclub sites are due to be completed, providing 51 and 50 dwellings respectively. 



59 

8Environmental Quality 

8 Environmental Quality 

Stockport Council has a vision of a thriving, safer, stronger, healthy and greener Borough.  In order to manage harmful emissions, ensure a 
healthy environment, provide access for all to open green space and to ensure we make the most of the natural economy in Stockport, it is 
essential that we maintain a rich and diverse environment - achieving biodiversity. 

Stockport's Sustainable Community Strategy states 'Stockport is a green and leafy borough with a high proportion of green belt and urban green 
space providing a range of leisure activities. We have a long-standing track record of achieving high levels of recycling and composting.  Stockport 
has a relatively large carbon footprint ranking fourth in total emissions within Greater Manchester, with the third highest population levels; household 
emissions of carbon dioxide are also third highest in Greater Manchester. 

Relevant UDP Policies 

Relevant UDP Policies are reflected in each of the subsections within the Environmental Quality section of this year’s AMR, for ease of reference. 
This section gathers together a range of environmental indicators to ensure appropriate monitoring of policies designed to protect and enhance 
the natural assets of the Borough. 

Indicators 

The following indicators are used in each of the subsections: 

Biodiversity 

E2 Changes in areas of biodiversity importance 

Flooding & Water Quality 

E1 No of planning permissions granted contrary to the Environment Agency Advice on flooding and water quality grounds 
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Low Carbon Energy Generation 

E3 Renewable energy generation 
LI19 Number of registrations against recognised Environmental Building and/or Design Standards (e.g. BREEAM, Code for Sustainable 
Homes, CEEQUAL) 

Land Use & Quality 

LI20 Proportion of the area of developed land that is vacant or derelict for more than 5 years 
LI21 Number of consents for inappropriate development in the Green Belt – Target: no substantial loss of Green Belt 

Biodiversity 

A key aim of Stockport’s Community Strategy is to maintain green spaces and protect nature and wildlife, through biodiversity management. 
Due to the removal of the mandatory end of year deadline for completion of AMRs, Stockport Council wish to publish their AMR slightly earlier 
in the year (October).  Greater Manchester Ecology Unit have a timetable of producing the biodiversity data for November each year. Therefore 
for this AMR it has been necessary to repeat the data from the previous AMR, to enable earlier publication of the 2010/11 edition.  Future editions 
of the AMR will continue to report a year in arrears on these indicators. 

Relevant UDP Policy 

NE1 Biodiversity and Nature Conservation 

The Council will safeguard sites and areas of ecological and geological importance and will seek to safeguard and enhance the natural 
environment and biodiversity of the borough. 
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NE1.1 Sites of Special Nature Conservation Importance 

Development which would destroy or adversely affect, directly or indirectly, the natural or wildlife value of a SSSI, NNR or LNR will not be 
permitted unless there is a justification for carrying out development in that particular area which overrides any harm to the substantial nature 
conservation value of these sites. 

Development in or likely to affect SSSIs will be subject to special scrutiny in accordance with national policy to safeguard such sites. 

In rare cases where development cannot be undertaken in alternative locations and is permitted in accordance with or as a rare exception 
to this policy, it should ensure the continuing viability of the habitat or wildlife interest of the site by adopting the following: 

Flexibility over the nature, scale, layout and density of development proposed; 

Measures which will remove or minimise damage to habitat and disturbance to wildlife; 

Appropriate provision for the future maintenance of the site. 

The conduct of an Environmental Assessment may be required. 

8Environmental Quality 

Stockport Council will continue to monitor and report on the changes to area of the variety of protected sites throughout the Borough, as reflected 
in the UDP policies. 

E2 Changes in areas of biodiversity importance 

The following three designations exist in the Borough and are measured as part of the monitoring of Stockport's biodiversity: 

Sites of Biological Importance (SBI)(48) 

48 www.stockport.gov.uk/services/leisureculture/parksandrecreation/countryside/biodiversity/sbis 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/leisureculture/parksandrecreation/countryside/biodiversity/sbis
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Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)(49) 

Local Nature Reserves (LNR)(50) 

Stockport has no European designations within its boundaries, but several sites lie within a 15 km radius, further information on these sites can 
be found in the Sustainability Appraisal Report on the Core Strategy(51) . 

During the review period of 2009 Woodhall Fields Site of Biological Importance was deleted from the Register and no new sites were added. 
The removal of Woodhall Fields was not due to development impacts.  Many of the gains and losses recorded below are due to rationalisation 
of site boundaries using orthorectified (removal of distortions) aerial photographs and improved calculation tools such as Geographical Information 
Systems (GIS), which enables clearer boundary definition.  However there were some minor losses due to earth works associated with road 
stabilisation and garden extensions. 

Table 23 Sites of Biological Importance in Stockport (Source: GMEU) 

DRAFT SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN STOCKPORT – 2009 REVIEW 

Net Change 2008– 2009DISTRICT FACT SHEET (All areas in hectares) 

%No.200920081984 

-1.5-1646529Total Number of SBIS 

-<0.1-0.2699.4699.6421.9Total Area of SBIS 

--161611Total Number Grade A 

-0.2-0.9365.0365.9231.5Total Area Grade A 

49 www.stockport.gov.uk/services/leisureculture/parksandrecreation/countryside/biodiversity/sssis 
50 www.stockport.gov.uk/services/leisureculture/parksandrecreation/countryside/localnatureresrves/ 
51 http://stockport.limehouse.co.uk/portal/pp/ldfcs/publicationsa?tab=files 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/leisureculture/parksandrecreation/countryside/biodiversity/sssis
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/leisureculture/parksandrecreation/countryside/localnatureresrves/
http://stockport.limehouse.co.uk/portal/pp/ldfcs/publicationsa?tab=files
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DRAFT SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN STOCKPORT – 2009 REVIEW 

Net Change 2008– 2009DISTRICT FACT SHEET (All areas in hectares) 

--24249Total Number Grade B 

+0.9+1.9217.9216.089.1Total Area Grade B 

-4.0-124259Total Number Grade C 

-1.0-1.2116.5117.7101.3Total Area Grade C 

20092008Change in Grade of existing SBI Grid Ref 

----

AreaGradeNew Sites Grid Ref 

--

Present Total Area lostGradeSite Deleted in Part or in Total Grid Ref 

01.2CWoodhall Fields SJ897914 

54.0-0.4AMarple & Torkington Woods SJ941882 

17.9-0.5AWoodland at Marple Bridge SJ973892 

8Environmental Quality 
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DRAFT SITES OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE IN STOCKPORT – 2009 REVIEW 

Net Change 2008– 2009DISTRICT FACT SHEET (All areas in hectares) 

6.3-0.2BKnowle Wood SJ979885 

Present Total Area GainedGradePartial Gains Grid Ref 

11.5+1.0BBramhall & Carr Woods SJ889857 

22.8+0.6BNorbury Brook & Middlewood SJ945849 

6.8+0.2BLower-ridge SJ964870 

8.4+0.2BBarlow Wood SJ966874 

5.1+0.1BWoodland near Glossop Road SJ971897 

Site visited with no change/ change to description only Grid Ref 

Poise Brook & Goyt Valley SJ925896 

Reddish Vale Mill Ponds SJ905935 

Abney Hall Park SJ861893 

Chudleigh Close Pond SJ901870 

Foggbrook SJ925887 

Pond and Meadow at Heald Green SJ842870 

Environmental Quality 8 
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There are two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in Stockport. This has not changed over the last three monitoring periods as shown in 
the table below. There are now 13 Local Nature Reserves (LNR) in the Stockport area with a small increase in size of 1.5 ha. 

Table 24 Number and area of designated Sites in Stockport 

Total Area (Ha) Number of Sites 

2009/102008/92007/82009/102008/92007/8Type of Site 

14.1114.1114.11222SSSI 

699.4703.1703.6646565SBI 

314.5313.0273.4413129LNR 

Overall there was a loss of one SBI which was not due to loss to development and losses as well as gains in area for other sites, mostly due to 
technical measuring issues. Therefore in terms of area of SBIs in 2009 there was an overall loss of 3.7 hectares, which the Council will continue 
to monitor. 

Flood & Water Quality 

Relevant Policy 

EP1.7 Development and Flood Risk 

The Council will not permit development, including the raising of land, where it would:-

i. be at risk from flooding; 

ii. increase the risk of flooding elsewhere 

iii. hinder future access to the watercourse for maintenance purposes 
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iv. cause loss of the natural floodplain 

v. result in intensive culverting; 

vi. affect the integrity of existing flood defences 

vii. significantly increase surface water run-off 

Unless the applicant can demonstrate that satisfactory and sustainable measures will be implemented to overcome the adverse side effects. 
All development which is likely to have an impact on drainage patterns should incorporate, as far as is practicable, sustainable drainage 
systems taking account of current Government advice. 

Planning Policy Statement 25 “Development and Flood Risk” (December 2006)(52) emphasises the relevance of the ‘precautionary principle’ in 
managing development and flood risk and introduces a sequential approach to allocating and permitting sites for development. Where new 
development is, exceptionally, necessary in such areas, the policy aims to make it safe, without increasing flood risk elsewhere and where 
possible, reduce the flood risk overall. 

E1 No of planning permissions granted contrary to the Environment Agency Advice on flooding and water quality grounds 

This Indicator investigates the number of planning permissions granted contrary to the Environment Agency Advice on flooding and water quality 
grounds.  No planning permissions have been granted contrary to the Environment Agency advice. 

This Reporting Year saw six planning application objected to by the Environment Agency for the reasons stated below.  Four have been resolved 
to the satisfaction of the Environment Agency, one was withdrawn and one is still under consideration. 

52 http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicystatements/pps25/ 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicystatements/pps25/
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Table 25  Environment Agency objections to Planning Applications 2010/11 

Status at time of Reporting Reason for Objection Development Type Case Number 

Case still under consideration Request for Flood Risk Assessment Residential - MajorDC043768 

Decided with flood risk 
condition 

Request for Flood Risk Assessment Other - MajorDC044437 

Decided with flood risk 
condition 

Request for Flood Risk Assessment Mixed Use - Major DC044091 

Withdrawn Unsatisfactory Flood Risk Assessment Submitted Retail - MajorDC044773 

DecidedRequest for Flood Risk Assessment Retail - MinorDC044726 

DecidedRequest for Flood Risk Assessment Waste - Minor DC045617 

Low Carbon Development 

Relevant Policies 

It should be noted that Policy DCD1.8 Energy Efficient Design was not saved after May 2009. 

DCD1.8 Energy Efficient Design 

Development proposals should demonstrate that they have been designed so as to conserve and make efficient use of energy in the siting, 
layout, density and orientation of buildings, in the use of materials and detailed design, and in landscaping. 
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MW3 Energy Efficiency 

Development proposals should demonstrate that they will achieve optimal efficiency of energy resources by means of the following: 

A good relationship to other land uses and contribution to reducing the need to travel, especially by private car; 

Adopting appropriate layout, density, design and use of materials. 

Non-fossil fuel sources of energy should be used, wherever possible. 

MW3.1 Renewable Energy 

Proposals for renewable energy development will be permitted provided that: 

i. Access for construction traffic can be provided without danger to highway safety or significant damage to the environment. 

ii. there will be no significant detriment to areas of nature conservation, geological or archaeological interest; 

iii. there will be no unacceptable impact on Landscape Character Areas or visual amenity 

iv. no significant harm  will be caused to the amenities of neighbouring occupiers through noise emission, visual or other impact; 

v. no unacceptable electromagnetic disturbance will be caused to existing transmitting or receiving systems, or adequate measures will 
be taken to remedy or mitigate any such disturbance which may be caused; 

vi. there would be no detrimental impact on aircraft safety 
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vii. no unacceptable damage will be caused to the appearance of an area by transmission lines between the development and their point 
of connection tot he local electricity distribution network; 

viii. Realistic means are put forward for securing the removal of any plant, buildings or structures when they become redundant, and for 
satisfactory restoration of the site. 

Managing carbon emissions is crucial to the maintenance of the ecosystem that supports the human species, with predicted climate change 
impacts indicating that seasonal temperatures may alter radically towards the end of this century(53) .  Low and zero carbon energy and heat 
generation is essential to reducing Stockport's carbon footprint. To that end the AMR not only uses the Indicator around Renewable Energy 
generation, but also seeks to assess the use of sustainable design and construction methods, through monitoring use of design standards such 
as Code for Sustainable Homes or BREEAM(54) . These standards support the delivery of low carbon development but also offer a wide range 
of other benefits including improvement of biodiversity, water management, waste management and delivery of healthy buildings. 

E3 Renewable Energy Generation 

AEA Technology have produced a microgeneration index(55) which uses data available from Ofgem on the number and capacity of systems 
applying for Feed in Tariff(56) registration. According to the research that has been undertaken to inform the index, Stockport currently produces 
0.12 MWe from renewable energy technologies which delivers 0.11% of the UK's total microgeneration. 

It should be noted that this is known to be almost certainly below the actual level as many technologies do not require planning permission and 
not all access the Feed in Tariff. The AEA Technology Index also provides a breakdown of the following levels of renewable energy generation 
for Stockport Borough by technology type: 

53 www.ukcip.org.uk/ 
54 www.breeam.org 
55 http://www.aeat.com/microgenerationindex/ 
56 http://www.microgenerationcertification.org/ 

http://www.ukcip.org.uk/
http://www.breeam.org/
http://www.aeat.com/microgenerationindex/
http://www.microgenerationcertification.org/
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Table 26 AEA Technology Microgeneration Index for Stockport 2011 

Percentage of Stockport's Renewable Energy KWe Energy Type 

94.16%113Solar Photovoltaic 

4.18%5Wind 

1.66%2Micro CHP 

0%0Hydro 

0%0Anaerobic Digestion 

During the current monitoring period one 6m wind turbine was granted planning permission on a domestic property with some solar photovoltaic 
systems known to be included within planning applications for house renovations.  Stockport Homes gained planning permission for a biomass 
boiler system for their Lancashire Hill property which will achieve a 75% reduction on greenhouse gases (1852t per annum to 466t per annum). 
Another Stockport Homes project in the pipeline is SHINE (Stockport Homes Investing in Natural Energy) which will deliver around 1200 installations 
of solar photovoltaics resulting in reductions overall of around 720t of CO2 per annum. Several other Registered Social Landlords are in the 
process of developing similar photovoltaic schemes. 

During the previous monitoring period the following renewable energy and low carbon generation system received planning permission and have 
been or are being delivered: 

Table 27  Renewable Energy Generation in Stockport 2008/09 

Generation CapacityGeneration Type Site 

Peak output 75kW Micro Hydro Scheme (Archimedean Screw) Stringer's Weir 

50kWMicro Hydro Scheme (Archimedean Screw) Otterspool Weir 

5 kWMicro Wind Turbine on 9m mast Farm in Mellor 
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In addition, data from the Greater Manchester Energy Saving Trust Advice Centre states that 136 of Stockport respondents to their Home Energy 
Check survey in 2008 responded that they had a solar hot water system installed on a domestic property. 

A major waste management site at Bredbury has commenced in 09/10 monitoring period and includes another anaerobic digestion element 
which will use Methane gas products to generate energy and will re-use heat within the plant.  It will also produce refuse derived solid fuel which 
will feed energy from waste plants elsewhere within Greater Manchester. 

The installation of a Ground Source Heat Pump at Stockport Academy occurred in a previous monitoring period (2007/08) but should be noted 
for general baseline information.  It provides more than 30% of the buildings total energy demand and over ten years will save more than sixty 

(57)thousand kg of CO2 . 

A system is being established by officers whereby monitoring of further low carbon (including renewable heat) and environmental design 
achievements in planning applications can be undertaken in future AMRs. However obtaining data does remain problematic. 

LI19 Number of Registrations against recognised Environmental Building and/or Design Standards (e.g. BREEAM, Code for Sustainable 
Homes, CEEQUAL) 

Stockport Homes delivered 8 Code for Sustainable Homes Level 3 properties at Blackberry Lane and 22 Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4 
properties (Mendip Close, Marhill Close and Bideford Road) during the monitoring period. The BAM Building offices on the A6 achieved BREEAM 
Excellent on completion in the previous monitoring period. The Council's own office redevelopment was granted completed in the monitoring 
period achieving BREEAM Excellent.  Stockport College redevelopment was granted planning permission during 08/09 aiming for BREEAM Very 
Good (Excellent where viable).  Mossbank Homes delivered 74 apartments in a refurbishment scheme to Ecohomes Very Good(58) . 

Planning permission was granted on the following two sites in the monitoring period.  A low carbon PassivHaus(59) re-development of a house 
in Woodford which results in a super air-tight property which minimises energy demand.  Another replacement dwelling in the green belt which 
received planning permission is being built to Code for Sustainable Homes requirements.  Also Rose Hill Primary School redevelopment includes 
aims for BREEAM Very Good and incorporates a green roof, cycle parking and showers, as well as low carbon design techniques with a ground 

57 www.modbs.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/4399/Ground-source_heat_pumps_deliver_over__20%25_renewable_energy_for_Stockport_school.html 
58 www.breeam.org/page.jsp?id=21 
59 www.passivhaus.org.uk/ 

http://www.modbs.co.uk/news/fullstory.php/aid/4399/Ground-source_heat_pumps_deliver_over__20%25_renewable_energy_for_Stockport_school.html
http://www.breeam.org/page.jsp?id=21
http://www.passivhaus.org.uk/
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source heat pump and solar thermal hot water systems.  In addition a small house extension incorporated a small green roof on the ground floor 
extension. 

It should be noted that there are three earlier registrations of Ecohomes in the borough prior to this monitoring period as follows: 

Table 28 Existing BREEAM Certificate Registrations in Stockport 

Year of Registration ScoreType of BREEAM Assessment 

200341.3 Pass EcoHomes 

200537.26 Pass EcoHomes 

200658.83 Very Good EcoHomes 

Restrictions on data access prevent the clarification of the exact nature of the technologies used (although one was delivered by Stockport Homes 
in partnership with the Council and other stakeholders). 

Land Use & Quality 

It is an objective of the Council to improve the cleanliness of communities and to create pleasant neighbourhoods for people to live in. To this 
end, the Council aims to concentrate development on derelict and unused land, and to encourage the use of brownfield sites for developments, 
all the while increasing the amount of urban green space and encouraging the regeneration of run down sites. 

The continued protection of the 46% of Stockport which is designated as Green Belt is considered critical to enabling the sustainable development 
required to maintain a healthy and attractive Borough. 
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Relevant Policies 

EP1 Environmental Protection and Improvement 

The Council will seek to improve despoiled and unattractive areas, reduce pollution and promote development that is sensitive to environmental 
concerns. The Council will seek to provide a physically safe environment. 

GBA1 Green Belt Protection 

The Council will safeguard the permanence and integrity of the Greater Manchester green belt within Stockport borough. 

LI20 Proportion of the area of developed land that is vacant or derelict for more than 5 years 

The Council has ceased to gather this data reflecting the loss of National Indicator 170. 

LI21 Number of consents for inappropriate development in the Green Belt - Target: no substantial loss of Green Belt 

A limited number of sites in the Green Belt were granted planning permission, where very special circumstances have been demonstrated to 
outweigh any harm by reason of inappropriateness that would be caused. There has been no loss of Green Belt therefore in terms of overall 
area or benefit, in so far as no development has been allowed which has resulted in land no longer fulfilling the purposes of its inclusion within 
the Green Belt. 
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9 Minerals 

Relevant UDP Policies 

MW1 Mineral Extraction 

A. SAFEGUARDING MINERAL RESOURCES 
The Council will safeguard known mineral resources. 

B. MAINTAINING THE SUPPLY OF AGGREGATE MINERALS 
Proposals for the extraction of aggregate minerals will be considered in relation to the contribution they would make towards maintaining 
Greater Manchester's share of regional production. The Council, in conjunction with other Greater Manchester Borough Councils. will have 
regard to the need to maintain a landbank in accordance with current Government advice. Planning permission will not be granted unless it 
can be shown that the current landbank is inadequate, except where very special circumstances can be demonstrated. Where an environmental 
impact assessment is required, or where material planning objections are not outweighed by other planning benefits, the Council will have 
regard to evidence of need for the mineral. 

C. ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSALS AND AREAS OF FUTURE WORKING 
Proposals for mineral working will be considered against the criteria set out in Policy MW1.1 and the Council's adopted Code of Practice in 
the case of Aggregate Minerals, except in very special circumstances, the Council will not grant planning permission fro extraction outside 
areas of search for those minerals. 

Indicators 

The following indicators are reported on in the subsequent sections: 

M1 Production of primary land won aggregates by mineral planning authority 
M2 Production of secondary and recycled aggregates by mineral planning authority 
LI22 Area of land of known mineral resources lost to development 
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The most up-to-date figures available for primary aggregate production are for 2009. The information is set out in North West Regional Aggregates 
Working Party(RAWP) Annual Report 2010 (AM2010).  Figures for secondary / recycled aggregate production and re-use can also be found in 
this document, as well as in the ODPM Survey of Arisings and Use of Construction and Demolition and Excavation Waste as Aggregate in 
England 2005, and the most recent data (from 2008) in Capita Symonds and Alfatek Redox (UK) construction, demolition and excavation waste 
streams in the North West region of England. 

National, Regional and Local Policy – Minerals 

Construction, demolition and excavation waste streams in the North West region of England 2008. 

In 2005 estimates were generated for certain key components of mainly-inert CDEW in England. WRAP, Capita Symonds and Alfatek Redox 
(UK) sought to update these estimates with the 2008 study named above. The headline figure was 83.24 million tonnes of CDEW generated in 
2008, which is down by 7% on the 2005 figure of 89.63 million tonnes. Of this waste, 19.53 million tonnes was deposited at permitted landfill 
sites in 2008; which is down by 30% from the 2005 figure of 27.75 million tonnes. 

NWRAWP (AM2009) 

Production of primary land-won aggregates – The RAWP Annual Report 2010 provides an aggregated figure for Greater Manchester, Halton, 
Warrington and Merseyside for the year 2009. Data for the year 2010 is currently being collated; however, the final report for 2010 is not due to 
be published until December 2012. Aggregate sales during 2009 was 0.30 million tonnes for crushed rock and 0.37 million tonnes for sand and 
gravel, giving a total production figure of 0.67 million tonnes. Figures cannot be assigned to individual boroughs for reasons of confidentiality. 

Production of secondary / recycled aggregates – In 2005 Capita Symonds was commissioned by the Department for Communities and Local 
Government to produce a report on the arisings and use of alternatives in England. In 2007 their report ‘Survey of Arisings and Use of Alternatives 
to Primary Aggregates in England 2005’ was published. Table 29 'Alternative Arisings in North West in 2005 (million tonnes)' illustrates the 
findings of the report for the North West and England. 

Table 29 Alternative Arisings in North West in 2005 (million tonnes) 

EnglandNorth West Material 

Pulverised Fuel Ash 0.42mt 5.0mt 
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EnglandNorth West Material 

1.0mt0.08mtFurnace Bottom Ash 

0.5mt0.20mtSlate Waste 

1.4mt0.38mtSpent Railway Track Ballast 

2.0mt0.27mtWaste (Container) Glass 

Minerals9 

During the AM2009 Annual Monitoring Survey, no data was submitted by quarries in Greater Manchester for the arisings of secondary aggregate 
during the period 01.01.2009 to 31.12.2009. Therefore the figures below are the most up to date and were collected as part of the AM2008 
Annual Monitoring Survey for the period 01.01.2008 to 31.12.08 in the north west. Table 30 'Alternatives Arisings in North West 2008 (million 
tonnes)' illustrates the findings of this survey. 

Table 30 Alternatives Arisings in North West 2008 (million tonnes) 

Pulverised Fuel Ash - - - 0.13mt 0.13mt 

0.01mt---

--0.29mt-

0.14mt-0.29mt-

Merseyside & Warrington 
LancashireCumbriaCheshireMaterial Total North West England G’Manchester, Halton, 

Furnace Bottom Ash 0.01mt 

Slate Waste 0.29mt 

Total Alternatives 0.43mt 

The total arisings of Pulverised Fuel Ash (PFA) has fallen by 31% since 2005, from 0.42mt to 0.13mt in 2008. Total arisings of Furnace Bottom 
Ash has also fallen dramatically since 2005 by 87.5%, from 0.08mt to 0.01mt in 2008. The arisings of slate waste has increased slightly by 31%, 
from 0.20mt in 2005 to 0.29mt in 2008. 

http:31.12.08
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Revised apportionments were agreed upon during the AM2009 monitoring period, shown in Table 31 'North West Sub-regional Apportionments 
2005-2020 (million tonnes)' in light of the release of the ‘National and regional guidelines for aggregate provision in England 2005-2020’. Further 
details can be found within Chapter 12 of the North West Regional Aggregates Working Party Annual Monitoring Report 2010(60) . 

Table 31 North West Sub-regional Apportionments 2005-2020 (million tonnes) 

Total Requirement 
2005-2020 

Crushed Rock 
Apportionment 

2005-2020 

Total Requirement 
2005-2020 

Sand & Gravel 
Apportionment 

2005-2020 

Sub Region 

0.660.0424.181.51Cheshire 

64.44.0214.10.88Cumbria 

21.121.327.040.43
Greater Manchester/ 
Merseyside/Warrington 

67.94.246.860.44Lancashire 

154.08 mt9.62 mt52.18 mt3.26 mtNorth West Total 

Study to Fill Evidence Gaps for Construction, Demolition & Excavation Waste Streams in the North West 

The North West Regional Technical Advisory Body (NWRTAB) for Waste and the North West RAWP (which has membership of officers from 
the Environment Agency, all of the North West Minerals and Waste Planning Authorities and 4NW) commissioned a waste survey for the North 
West region of England. This was funded from the BREW fund, the North West Minerals and Waste Planning Authorities (Cheshire, Lancashire, 
Cumbria, 10 GM Authorities, Merseyside and Warrington), the Environment Agency and the North West Regional Assembly. 

The study, published in July 2007, was undertaken by Smiths Gore and represents the most up-to-date information available for this waste 
stream.  However, the results have not been broken down below regional estimates due to the low return rate of surveys. 

60 http://cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/planning_and_building_control/spatial_planning/minerals_and_waste/nwrawp.aspx 

http://cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/planning_and_building_control/spatial_planning/minerals_and_waste/nwrawp.aspx
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The CDEW arisings generated, processed or handled and disposed of in 2006 are shown in Table 32 'CDEW Arisings 2006'. The survey estimated 
that some 11,345,222 tonnes of waste was generated in 2006, compared to the national survey result of 10,792,823 tonnes for 2005. 

Table 32 CDEW Arisings 2006 

Regional 
Estimate 

Operators that 
dispose of arisings 

Regional EstimateOperators that process / 
handle / transport 
arisings 

Regional estimate1Operators that generate 
arisings 

4,113,878Landfill Sites5,168,157Crushers and screens No dataDemolition contractors 

3,438,940Registered Exempt 

Sites (61) 
44,500Composters183,245House Builders 

1,499,436Quarries 3.357,349MRFs and WTSs 27,500Highways Works 

Land regeneration firms No data Registered Exempt Sites 3,438,940 
(62) 

436,000Rail ballast recyclersNo dataLand remediation firms 

No dataSkip hire operators <25,000Ports & Harbours 

1,499,436Quarries >5,000,000Power stations (63) 

3,957,360Pre-cast Concrete 
manufacture 

1,499,436Quarries 

61 Regional estimate is the mean regional estimate of CDEW arisings or waste handled for all types of waste. 
62 data presented for all types of RES surveyed. There was 1,510,788 tonnes of waste received at Paragraph 9 & 19 of RESs 
63 only one power station reported producing and handling relevant waste, so data is not presented 



79 

Regional 
Estimate 

Operators that 
dispose of arisings 

Regional EstimateOperators that process / 
handle / transport 
arisings 

Regional estimate1Operators that generate 
arisings 

All figures are in tonnes 

No data means that due to the low response rate received from this operator group, data is not presented for them 

Some operators (e.g. Quarries) generate, process and dispose of CDEW and so appear in all three sections 

9Minerals 

The total arisings for the region when compared to the national survey were similar, although the source of waste differed. 

Greater Manchester Construction, Demolition and Excavation Waste (CDEW) 

The 2008 Environment Agency waste interrogator data provides a figure of 1,299,421 tonnes of CDEW for the Greater Manchester sub-region. 

Development of a Joint Minerals Development Plan Document 

The 10 Greater Manchester Authorities also have a requirement to include minerals policies and identify sites for aggregate extraction, processing 
and safeguarding within each of their LDFs. In August 2009 agreement was reached across the ten AGMA Authorities. The formal title of the 
Minerals Plan is the Greater Manchester Joint Minerals Development Plan Document. The production of the Minerals Plan commenced in 
November 2009, the date of adoption is currently (as of October 2011) set at October 2012. The Minerals Plan is expected to be submitted to 
the Secretary of State in December 2011 and the Independent Examination is scheduled for April 2012. 
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10 Waste 

Stockport's Sustainable Community Strategy states that Stockport has a long-standing track record of achieving high levels of recycling and 
composting. 

Greater Manchester's Joint Waste DPD will determine where waste management facilities will be sited within Greater Manchester.The 10 Greater 
Manchester Authorities have a requirement to include waste management policies and identify sites for waste management within each of their 
LDFs. In 2006 agreement was reached across the ten AGMA Authorities to produce a Joint Waste Development Plan Document. The production 
of the Waste Plan commenced in 2006, the date of adoption is currently scheduled for December 2011. 

Existing UDP policies and adopted Core Strategy policies support sustainable waste management ideals. 

Relevant UDP Policy 

MW1.2 Sustainable Waste Management 

In assessing waste proposals under the terms of Policy MW1.1, including as regards the need for them, the Council will have regard to: 

1. The desirability, where reasonably practicable, of giving priority to firstly reduction, secondly re-use and thirdly recovery (including 
recycling) over disposal and the extent to which the proposal would reduce reliance on simple disposal without recovery; 

2. The desirability of encouraging proposals which accord with the proximity principle and the extent to which the proposal accords with 
this principle 

3. The best practicable environmental option (BPEO) for the waste stream concerned. 

Proposals that are in significant conflict with these principles of sustainable waste management will be refused. 
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Indicators 

The following Indicators are reported on in this section: 

W1 Capacity of new waste management facilities by waste planning authority 
W2 Amount of municipal waste arising and managed by management type by Waste Planning Authority 

With regards to W1, no new waste treatment facilities received planning permissions during the Reporting Period.The household waste recycling 
centre at Rosehill Recycling Site in Marple re-opened in January 2011 with a capacity to process 12,000 tonnes of waste per annum. 

In relation to W2 a total of 104,389.15 tonnes of municipal waste was managed in Stockport for the monitoring period.  Due to changes in the 
way data is collected the total figure cannot be compared with previous years.  Of the collected waste 48.62% was either composted or recycled, 
compared to 41.71% in the previous year. 

There has been a significant change in the way recyclate collection has been recorded, therefore this year two tables have been produced 
showing the amount and type of waste recycled for the current and previous monitoring years. 

Table 33  Amount and type of waste recycled 2010/11 

Recycling Tonnage 2010/11 Type 

12171.95Comingled (glass, cans & plastic bottles) 

16443.51Pulpables (paper, cardboard & cartons) 

26.68Fridge / Freezer Collections 

26824.1Bio-waste Kerbside (food & garden waste) 

599.23Third Party Recycling & Re-use 

56067.47Total Tonnage 

http:104,389.15
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Table 34 Amount and type of waste recycled 2009/10 

Recycling Tonnage 2009/10 Type 

6406.8Multi-material collection - glass 

1819.02Multi- materials collection - paper 

10170.55Multi- materials collection - Pulpables (paper/cardboard) 

354.52Cardboard (includes Tetra Pak) 

635.66Paper (bring site, civics, schools & flats) 

0Textiles 

0.42Books - Oxfam 

566.51Voluntary groups (paper & textiles) 

887.76Bring sites glass 

57.26Bring sites cans 

0Glass - igloos 

1017.12Plastic 

458.9Leaves 

21449.11Garden Waste 

42.1Fridges and freezers 

44891.77Total tonnage 
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11 Conservation & Heritage 

Stockport has a rich cultural heritage and the Council works to protect and ensure easy access for all to its many heritage and cultural sites 
throughout the borough.  Stockport's Sustainable Community Strategy states 'the borough has a proven track record in conserving its built heritage 
and preserving its open space to support ambitions for local regeneration and tourism'. 

Stockport's Conservation & Heritage Strategy highlights the important role that heritage assets have to play in shaping our future.  For more 
detail on the specific activities of managing the historic environment, outside the planning policy role reported here, visit the relevant webpages 
on Stockport Council's website: www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas 

Relevant UDP Policies 

HC1 Conservation Areas 

The Council will carry out works and control development within conservation areas in order to preserve or enhance the character or 
appearance of those areas. 

HC2 Listed Buildings 

The Council will protect and, where appropriate, seek to enhance buildings of special architectural or historic interest and buildings of local 
interest, within their settings. 

Indicators 

The following Indicators are used to report on Conservation and Heritage issues: 

LI23 Number and size of conservation areas -Target: No less. 
LI24 Number of listed buildings/ ancient scheduled monuments/ buildings of local interest - Target: No less. 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas
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Stockport retains the 37 designated Conservation Areas in the borough. The amount of area shown remains at 8.410 km2 in this reporting year. 
This means that the target for LI23 was achieved for this Reporting Year. 

Table 35 Details of Designated Conservation Areas in Stockport as at 31st March 2011 

Area (km2)Conservation Area Area (km2)Conservation Area 

Alexandra Park, Edgeley 0.233 Hatherlow 0.025 

All Saints, Marple 0.165 Heaton Mersey 0.257 

Barlow Fold, Romiley 0.004 Heaton Moor 0.693 

Bramall Park 0.658 Hillgate 0.131 

0.222Houldsworth 0.263Bramhall Lane South 

0.144Macclesfield Canal0.341Brook Bottom 

0.081Markets/ Underbanks 0.051Brooklyn Crescent, Cheadle 

0.538Marple Bridge 0.238Cale Green 

0.536Mauldeth Road0.073Chadkirk 

0.837Mellor/ Moor End0.202Cheadle Royal 

0.186Mill Brow 0.176Cheadle Village 

0.351Peak Forest Canal 0.059Church Lane, Romiley 

0.143St Georges, Heaviley 0.559Compstall 

0.076St Peters 0.129Davenport Park 

0.102Station Road/ Winnington Road 0.037Dodge Hill 
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Area (km2)Conservation Area Area (km2)Conservation Area 

0.307Swan Lane/ Hulme Hall Road/ Hill Top Ave 0.187Egerton Road/ Frewland Ave 

0.199Syddal Park, Bramhall 0.120Gatley Green 

0.034Town Hall 0.023Greave Fold, Romiley 

8.410Total Area of all sites 0.030Green Lane, Heaton Norris 

11Conservation & Heritage 

There has been no change in the number of scheduled monuments or locally listed buildings.There has been an increase of one statutory Listed 
Building. Further information is available on the web page: 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/business/regeneration/consheritage/locallistreview 

The figures for the last five years are as follows: 

Table 36 Numbers of conservation and heritage assets in Stockport 

2010/112009/102008/092007/082006/07 

387386377375368Listed Buildings 

66666Scheduled Monuments 

368368131130131Locally Listed Buildings 

Like the previous monitoring period Stockport retains 2 Registered Historic Parks & Gardens, and there are now 3,450 Stockport entries in the 
Greater Manchester Historic Environment Record. 

For further detail on the specific management of Stockport's Historic Environment please visit the relevant pages of Stockport Council's website: 
www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas. 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/services/business/regeneration/consheritage/locallistreview
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas
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12 Transport 

Stockport is a borough that aspires to get to grips with its transport issues and aims to tackle traffic congestion by promoting sustainable and 
healthy opportunities to travel and work.  Stockport's policy teams work closely with NHS Stockport to promote delivery of environments which 
help people to address increasing weight issues, including obesity. 

Relevant UDP Policies 

TD1 Transport and Development 

Development should be located, designed and laid out to minimise, so far as possible, its impact on traffic levels, and to enable access by 
non-car modes of transport.  Developers should put forward measures to encourage trip making by sustainable modes of transport.  Parking 
should be restricted especially at locations readily accessed by other modes, and measures devised to improve public transport to any sites 
or services inadequately served. 

Development that will generate an increase in traffic should minimise its environmental impact and help to reduce the addition to congestion 
on the borough’s roads.  Developers will be expected to mitigate the adverse impacts of traffic through measures to route traffic away from 
the most environmentally sensitive parts of the borough and unsuitable roads. 

Development resulting in the relocation of services and facilities closer to existing residential areas will be permitted. 

Where appropriate, the funding of or contributions to transport enhancements will be sought. 

ST1 Sustainable Transport 

The Council will carry out works and control development in order to ensure accessibility by sustainable transport modes (including public 
transport, cycling and walking). 
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Indicators 

The following National Indicators were selected to monitor the performance of UDP transport policies: 

LI25 Numbers of new, non-residential, developments complying with Council parking standards as set out in the UDP. 
LI26 Percentage of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport time of a GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, 
employment and a major health centre. 
LI27 Percentage of development schemes requiring travel plans in which plans are secured (through a Section 106 agreement) - Target: 
100% 
LI28 Congestion - average journey time per mile during the morning peak 

LI25 Numbers of new, non-residential, developments complying with Council parking standards as set out in the UDP. 

Table 37 'Industrial and Commercial developments complying with Council car parking standards (2010/11) ' depicts the number of new 
developments completed in the local authority area (non-residential types), and the number of sites (above a minimum floorspace of 1000m2) 
complying with the regional car parking standards.  It should be noted that the parking standards are the maximum that planning policies allow. 
Prior to 2006/7 reporting year the policies were a minimum standard which makes comparisons with previous years untenable.  As with last year's 
figures it is clear that this year's achievement shows 100% compliance with standards. 

Table 37 Industrial and Commercial developments complying with Council car parking standards (2010/11) 

Percentage of new developments 
on sites complying with parking 

standards 

Number of new 
developments on sites 
complying with parking 

standards 

Number of new 
developments 

Development Type 

New Industrial and Commercial development 16 16 100% 
(UCOs B) 

New Retail developments (UCOs A) 10 10 100% 
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Percentage of new developments 
on sites complying with parking 

standards 

Number of new 
developments on sites 
complying with parking 

standards 

Number of new 
developments 

Development Type 

100%33New Leisure developments (UCOs D) 

LI26 Percentage of new residential development within 30 minutes public transport time of a GP, hospital, primary and secondary school, 
employment and a major health centre 

Transport 12 

This data was provided through the NI 175 Access to services and facilities by public transport, walking and cycling.  Due to preparation of the 
Core Strategy Stockport Council has developed a sophisticated accessibility model in order to monitor performance of our housing distribution 
policy.  Future monitoring of the Core Strategy will assess compliance levels with the accessibility thresholds. Therefore this indicator will no 
longer be reported in the AMR. 

The accessibility mapping shows the accessibility of the town and district centres in terms of public transport and other sustainable transport 
modes, which is being used to inform the LDF. Figure 6 'Accessibility of town and district centres via sustainable transport modes ', Figure 7 'Map 
of accessible locations for housing development', and Figure 8 'accessibility mapping for employment and retail sites' provide evidence to support 
a sequential approach to identify the most accessible locations. 
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Figure 6 Accessibility of town and district centres via sustainable transport modes 
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Transport 12 

Figure 7 Map of accessible locations for housing development 
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Figure 8 accessibility mapping for employment and retail sites 
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LI27 Percentage of development schemes requiring travel plans in which plans are secured (through a Section 106 agreement) - Target: 
100% 

In terms of the percentage of development schemes requiring travel plans in which plans are secured through a Section 106 agreement, 7 travel 
plans were secured during 2010/11.  Five are completed and two are being re-drafted. The status of one further site is yet to be determined, 
this situation is due to changes in staff and absence of data. 

LI28 Congestion - average journey time per mile during the morning peak 

Congestion - average journey time per mile during the morning peak is National Indicator 167 for which has the following data available: 05/06 
= 5.00 minutes; 06/07 = 4.85 minutes and for both 08/09 and 09/10 = 4.93 minutes / mile. This data indicates the Council is achieving its targets 
in terms of cutting congestion. This national indicator has been deleted and will no longer be reported in future AMRs. 

Additional Data 

Other National Indicators which helped to clarify the performance of UDP policy in the Borough included the following and provided a flavour of 
activity in terms of sustainable transport: 

NI 176 Working age people with access to employment by public transport (and other specified modes) shows the following percentages of the 
working age population with such access for each year: 2007 = 83.11%; 2008 = 83.26% and 2009 = 99.4%.  Any similar data available locally 
will be reviewed for use and relevance in future AMRs. 

NI 175 Access to services and facilities by public transport walking and cycling is reflected in the data above, and the following two sets of data 
show a gradual improvement: 2007/08 = 89.25%, 2008/09 = 89.68% and 2009/10 = 92.08%. This data will no longer be available after this AMR, 
however Stockport Council monitors its housing planning policies for accessibility as shown in the mapped data above and will continue to do 
so for the Core Strategy. 
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13 Conclusions: Achieving Sustainable Outcomes 

Below is a summary of the previous sections and some conclusions to inform future monitoring in the Borough.  As stated in Section 1 'Introduction', 
the following are the main drivers behind performing annual monitoring exercises: 

AMRs to date have reviewed actual plan progress and compared these to the targets and milestones for local development documentation 
preparation as set out in the local development scheme (LDS) and as such, assessed where Stockport: 

meets the LDS targets and milestones, is on target to meet them, is falling behind schedule, or will not meet them; 
is falling behind schedule or has failed to meet a target or milestone and the reason for this; 
needs to update the LDS in light of policy updates and revised timetables. 

In addition the Unitary Development Plan established a need to monitor the effectiveness of local policies.  It is therefore necessary to identify if 
the UDP is performing as envisioned, noting any areas of consideration and establishing if the emerging Local Development Framework is being 
delivered appropriately and to time. 

Planning policy development in the emerging LDF to date has been delayed due to the need to conform with other policies, which ultimately 
benefit the final planning policy documents.  In particular delays to the Regional Spatial Strategy, the Greater Manchester Joint Waste DPD and 
Stockport's own Sustainable Community Strategy, as well as emerging sub-regional strategies, meant that the LDF has had to take account of 
these documents, resulting in necessary amendments to the Local Development Schedule. 

Economy & Development 

The office land development figure for 2010/11 shows a slight increase from the previous year, in part due to the completion of a significant public 
sector funded development. 2010/11 sees a bucking of the trend towards a reduction in industrial development area. The extremely high figure, 
in relative terms, is due to the completion of three large industrial developments. There is still around 30 hectares of land in the pipeline for 
industrial / commercial uses, either allocated or with permission granted. It is not expected that a similarly high completion figure will be repeated 
in the near future. However this emphasises the need for land to be protected for a variety of employment uses. The ability to be flexible in 
accommodating a variety of economic activity within the borough is important in attracting new investment. 
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Development of BREEAM Excellent office space(64), such as the BAM Building on the A6 and the Council's own Fred Perry House, is crucial to 
the future of Stockport's economy, especially in light of the Carbon Reduction Commitment Energy Efficiency Scheme, whereby larger electricity 
users in particular will be looking for high performance office facilities to enhance their property portfolio, which will ultimately be reflected in their 
positioning on the League Tables associated with the CRC Energy Efficiency Scheme(65) .  In terms of smaller companies low carbon design 
offers attractive employment sites with lower running costs, ensuring Stockport is a leading attractor of business. 

Stockport's unemployment figures remain one of the lowest levels of unemployment in Greater Manchester. It should be noted that Stockport is 
the third lowest in terms of unemployment, and was second lowest in the previous two reporting periods. Stockport's rate of unemployment for 
March 2011 (3.1%) is slightly lower than the national rate of 3.8%. Unemployment changes have impacted on deprived areas more dramatically 
as shown through Figure 3 'Rate of Unemployment in Stockport by Ward 04/05 to 10/11' .This drives the need to ensure appropriate employment 
sites supporting appropriate business types in these areas, offering opportunities for lower skilled residents to gain employment and improve 
their skills. 

Local Services 

Figures for the amount of retail and leisure development for the current monitoring period show an overall 42% improvement on last year for the 
Borough and especially the town centre, however district centres have shown a decrease in the amount of development. This probably reflects 
the impact of the economic recession on development coming forward in the district centres. There are some further developments for district 
centres in the pipeline which will be reported in next year's AMR. 

Despite the economic recession, most District Centres have retained their business premise levels, except for Marple and Romiley.  Also most 
district centres reduced vacancy rates except Reddish which remained the same, and Cheadle Hulme and Hazel Grove where there were small 
increases. There was an increase for most centres in primary frontage vacancies except for Cheadle, Edgeley and Reddish where numbers 
fell. The town centre's Central Shopping Area vacancies in August 2010 were above the national average. However when the Great Portwood 
Street Area results are included they are slightly below the national average. 

Stockport continues to achieve Green Flag Award(66) status, with 21 of its parks now achieving this award meaning that at least 67.85% of 
Stockport’s residents now live within one kilometre of a Green Flag Standard park. However amenity space availability is not balanced throughout 
the Borough. Targets of no less amenity and protected urban open space are being met. 

64 www.breeam.org/page.jsp?id=17 
65 www.carbontrust.co.uk/climatechange/policy/CRC.htm 
66 www.greenflagaward.org.uk 

http://www.breeam.org/page.jsp?id=17
http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/climatechange/policy/CRC.htm
http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk
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Policies continue to support the delivery of children's play facilities provided via new development commitments, however there were no new 
housing developments completed of an appropriate size to have triggered the threshold for delivering local areas for play during this monitoring 
period.  17 recreation areas were improved using the commuted sums budget in the Reporting Year. In light of local drivers towards ensuring 
healthy weight reflected in the Borough's own strategy, policy needs to continue to deliver on this agenda. This reflects concerns around adult 
sports activity in the Borough. The indicator data may reflect a poor questionnaire response rate or it could indicate that a below national standard 
provision of formal sports facilities could be contributing to low levels of adult participation in sport.  Future AMRs will continue to monitor this 
area where data is available. 

Housing 

National Planning Policy Statement 3 states that where local authorities cannot demonstrate an up-to-date 5 year supply they should consider 
favourably planning applications for housing.  In 2010/11 the Council did not maintain a Five Year Deliverable Supply of housing land and will 
be unlikely to do so next year(67). This also means that the thresholds for accessibility for houses and flats have been lowered to 40 and 50 
respectively. The main housing aspiration is to tackle the challenges of housing affordability and availability including social housing needs. 
Stockport has retained a housing target of 450 net additional dwellings per annum, as stated in the Core Strategy for Stockport. 

Delivery of housing numbers was up on the previous year but still well below the target figure of 450, reflecting the impact of an economic 
recession. The majority of housing was delivered in central locations with double the delivery in the town centre from the previous two years. A 
total of 67 affordable units were delivered, whilst maintaining above 90% of housing delivered on previously developed land. There was an 
relatively even split between delivery of houses and flats in this monitoring period. Stockport Homes delivered 22 Code Level 4 properties(68) in 
line with the Code for Sustainable Homes. 

Efficient use of land was made, with a good balance of housing density being delivered on sites, maintaining a low percentage of sites of less 
than 30 dwellings / hectare. This continues the move towards more sustainably designed and proportioned housing density.  No additional 
pitches have been delivered to date for Gypsy & Traveller communities.  No further Building for Life accredited sites have been achieved in the 
Monitoring period, with no record of any coming forward to date.  However a member of the Council's planning team has been trained to assess 
Building for Life(69) sites and the Council welcomes this approach in housing delivery. A good practice example exists in the Borough at Meal 
House Brow in Stockport(70) . 

67 www.stockport.gov.uk/2013/2994/developmentcontrol/planningpolicy/LDF/5yearhousing01supply?view=Standard 
68 44% more energy efficient than 2006 Building Regs Part L; 105 litres of water per person per day; site waste management plan for construction plus other benefits 
69 www.buildingforlife.org/case-studies/rostron-brow/introduction 
70 http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110107165544/http:/www.buildingforlife.org/case-studies/mealhouse-brow/introduction 

http://www.stockport.gov.uk/2013/2994/developmentcontrol/planningpolicy/LDF/5yearhousing01supply?view=Standard
http://www.buildingforlife.org/case-studies/rostron-brow/introduction
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110107165544/http:/www.buildingforlife.org/case-studies/mealhouse-brow/introduction
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Environmental Quality Elements 

Biodiversity: due to the aim to publish the AMR 2010/11 earlier in the year than previous mandatory publishing requirements, data on biodiversity 
from the previous year has been used due to GMEU publishing their data annually in November.  One Site of Biological Importance (SBI) was 
deleted from the Register (but not due to development) and no new sites were added.   However there were some minor losses of area in other 
SBIs due to development.  Further gains and losses are mostly due to improved techniques of measuring area of sites and determining boundaries. 
Stockport retains its two Sites of Special Scientific Interest and has increased the number, and therefore area, of Local Nature Reserves. 

Flood & Water Quality: there have been no planning permissions granted contrary to Environment Agency advice during the Monitoring period. 
Six planning applications received objection from the Environment Agency, five were resolved to their satisfaction and one case is still under 
consideration. 

Low Carbon Development: monitoring of renewable energy generation is problematic, since a lot of data on renewable energy installations is 
deemed commercially sensitive.  Also much of the renewable energy technologies for households are becoming Permitted Development, with 
no planning application links to enable monitoring. What data has been gathered for this monitoring year is sporadic, however efforts continue 
to source data. In the current monitoring period a new data source(71) states that Stockport currently produces 0.12 MWe from renewable 
technologies (0.11% of the UK's total microgeneration). The majority of this is from solar photovoltaics which has seen an upsurge in installations 
nationally due to the Feed in Tariff scheme. This data does not include two micro hydro schemes granted planning permission in the previous 
monitoring period and in the process of being built.  Registered Social Landlords are investigating schemes to implement solar photovoltaic 
systems on their stock, with Stockport Homes leading the way - this will be reported on in subsequent AMRs  Use of sustainable and/or 
environmental design standards benefits not only carbon emissions but also health, water, waste, biodiversity, transport and other factors. The 
Council's own office redevelopment at Fred Perry House achieved BREEAM Excellent.  In the previous monitoring year the BAM Building office 
development on the A6 achieved BREEAM Excellent levels.  Stockport College continues to be redeveloped to BREEAM standards, as funding 
allows.  22 dwellings were delivered to Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4 by Stockport Homes. 

Land Use & Quality: A limited number of sites in the Green Belt were granted planning permission, where very special circumstances have been 
demonstrated to outweigh any harm, by reason of inappropriateness, that would be caused. There has been no loss of Green Belt therefore in 
terms of overall area or benefit, in so far as no development has been allowed which has resulted in land no longer fulfilling the purposes of its 
inclusion within the Green Belt. 

71 AEA Microgeneration Index: www.aeat.com/microgenerationindex/ 

http://www.aeat.com/microgenerationindex/
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Minerals & Waste 

The minerals data is reported at a regional scale with no specific data available at local authority level.  In general, minerals waste seems to have 
reduced between 2005 and 2009.  However this should continue to be monitored for future impacts on waste management. The detailed 
information in the Minerals section is provided by sub-regional and regional agencies. 

New waste management facilities have come on line in Stockport in previous monitoring years and one household recycling centre re-opened 
in the Monitoring period, enabling further sustainable management of waste. This activity includes recycling facilities and anaerobic digestion 
schemes(72), which facilitate the re-use of putrescible waste into resources which include biogas, liquid fertiliser and solid waste, elements of 
which can be burnt for energy.  Recycling rates continue to increase (48.62% in 2010/11) thanks to the new recycling scheme being rolled out 
across the Borough. The improvements in waste management facilities has facilitated further reductions in the amount and types of waste being 
managed. 

Conservation & Heritage Aspects 

Conservation targets were achieved in this reporting year with no loss of conservation sites or reduction of their areas. There was an increase 
of one statutory listed building. Policy is performing as required, supporting the Council's Conservation & Heritage Strategy produced in 2008(73) . 

Transport 

Unsurprisingly it is the more remote areas of the Borough which are the most problematic in terms of accessibility via sustainable transport 
modes.  However, access to services remains at good levels in the Borough. Travel planning on new developments continues, including use of 
Section 106 as a driver, in the light of the loss of a travel plan officer due to redundancy. There is indication that policies are working to provide 
the opportunities for tackling congestion in the Borough.  Car Parking standards continue to be adhered to on relevant new development. 
Accessing some data is proving problematic but policies around transport appear to be achieving in terms of targets. 

Areas of Concern 

Stockport Council will continue to monitor the impacts of economic recession on policy performance 

72 www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/anaerobic_digestion.pdf 
73 www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas 

http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/anaerobic_digestion.pdf
http://www.stockport.gov.uk/historicareas
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The availability and accessibility of adult sports provision will continue to be monitored as closely as possible, dependent on available data. 
Research of sources of renewable energy generation data for future AMRs will continue. 
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14 Future Monitoring & Reporting 

Stockport's Planning Policy Team will continue to monitor existing and emerging planning policy.  Proposed changes to national planning legislation 
will remove the need for conformity with the previously mandatory national indicators for planning policy annual monitoring. The Government's 
removal of the Comprehensive Area Assessment related National Indicators affects the availability of data resources to inform future monitoring. 

The Government's Localism Agenda(74) and Decentralisation(75) activity offer the opportunity for the Council and partners to decide how to deliver 
monitoring of planning policy (as well as other policies across the Council and Borough). There has been a decision to continue with an Annual 
Monitoring Report format, adapting the process to suit local needs. 

Over recent months discussion took place with colleagues across the Council and partner agencies, to ensure any retained available data could 
be used for planning policy monitoring.  Also the discussion informed the structure that we adopted this year to report on the monitoring of planning 
policy performance. There remain European and planning drivers for monitoring that require us to continue to monitor, but we considered the 
reporting format and adopted the most useful to us locally. We invited colleagues and partners to contact us with any ideas or opportunities to 
establish how this process could be of use to them.  A stakeholder workshop was held in May 2011 which offered opportunities to discuss options 
for structure and content of any reporting process we might adopt, as well as potential alignment with other Council and partner reporting structures. 

In addition there are moves for sub-regional conformity across Greater Manchester in terms of monitoring, which will influence local selection of 
processes, indicators and data. The adoption of Stockport's Core Strategy in March 2011 means that next year's AMR will need to be further 
revised with regards to content and indicators. The ongoing development of the Allocations Development Plan Document will also influence any 
selection of indicators and availability of data. 

To that end we welcome any further suggestions of data sources and indicators which can be emailed to planning.policy@stockport.gov.uk or 
addressed to the Planning Policy Team, Stopford House, Piccadilly, Stockport SK1 3XE or you can telephone the Monitoring Officer on 0161 
474 4385. 

The issues of note outlined in the Conclusions section will be monitored closely over the next few years alongside general monitoring, with work 
and discussion ongoing as to any necessary additional research which needs to be undertaken to ensure robust monitoring takes place. 

74 http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/local/ 
75 http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/ 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/local/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/
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Core Strategy 

The Core Strategy states throughout the policy sections what is proposed for monitoring activity.  It should be noted that at the time of writing, 
data resources were available via the now defunct National Indicator suite. There is a need to review what can feasibly be achieved in light of 
revisions to available data. Work will commence in November 2011 on clarifying which indicators and monitoring data are required and achievable 
to inform monitoring of the Core Strategy policies. 

Alongside the remaining existing indicators, to date the list of potential additional indicators is as follows: 

Database of planning applications showing target CO2 reductions 
Microgeneration implementation against national (& regional) targets for renewable energy 
Incorporation of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems on new and redevelopment schemes where technically feasible 
Monitoring the number of households on the housing waiting list 
Proportion of A1 use in Primary Frontages in Stockport's Town Centre's Core Retail Area and at District Centres 
Diversity of economic development in secondary frontages in Town Centre Core Retail Area and District Centres 
Footfall at primary and secondary frontages of the Core Retail Areas in Town Centre and District Centres 
Amount of A2, A3, A4 and D2 use floor space developed annually in Town Centre, District and local centres.  Amount of comparison retail 
floorspace developed annually in the Town Centre Core Retail Area and amount of A1 use developed annually in the District and local 
centres. 
Proportion of vacant street level property and the length of time properties have been vacant in the Core Retail Area of Town Centre and 
local centres annually. 
Size (gross floorspace) of individual new A1 units in Core Retail Area of Town Centre, District and local centres. 
Perception of safety and occurrence of crime in Town Centre 
State of the environmental quality of Town Centre and District Centres 
Modernisation and improvement in the quality of health and education facilities 
Provision of a comprehensive and efficient library service 
Number and quality of indoor sports halls 
Level of new and temporary allotments and plots 
Access to fresh food in areas of deprivation 
Proximity of new hot food take aways and fast food restaurants to schools and parks 
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Vitality and viability of the District Centres and local centres measured approximately every five years in Stockport's retail capacity study, 
focusing on convenience goods 
Number of hotel bed spaces in the Town Centre 
Number of new C1 use bed spaces in the Borough at Romiley District Centre, Marple District Centre and Marple Bridge Local Centre 
Supply of land for cemetery provision 
Annual survey of planning permissions for B1 uses granted and implemented in Town Centre and assessment of the number of jobs created 
by those developments 
Annual survey of planning permissions for B1 uses granted and implemented in district centres and assessment of the number of jobs created 
by those developments 
Annual survey of planning permissions for employment uses granted and implemented in these (employment) areas and an assessment of 
the number of jobs created by those developments 
Annual survey of planning permissions for employment uses granted and implemented in these (rural) areas and an assessment of the 
number of jobs created by those developments 
Monitor number of places or funding provided for training through this policy and the numbers obtaining new jobs and being promoted within 
the company as a result. 
Monitor losses of employment units, floor area and land area to non-employment uses 
Monitor against Natural England Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGsT) 
Number of developments where permission has been granted contrary to the advice of Environmental Health Offices with regards to air 
quality & noise pollution 
Percentage of applications requiring consultation with the Health & Safety Executive which are determined in line with their consultation 
response 
Percentage of applications requiring consultation with Manchester Airport, Manchester Radar or Woodford Aerodrome which are determined 
in line with their consultation response 
Annual GMTU transport data for the Borough monitoring modal shares of public transport walking and cycling 
No incidences of loss of land on disused rail alignments that can potentially be reused for transport uses 
Town Centre - Leisure floorpsace approved and developed 
Town Centre - Number and type of new dwellings in the town centre granted planning permission and constructed 
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