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About this record
German geographer and cartographer Heinrich Kiepert (1818–99) is generally regarded as one of the most
important scholarly cartographers of the second half of the 19th century. He was head of the Geographical
Institute in Weimar between 1845 and 1852 and professor at the University of Berlin from 1852 until his death.
Shown here is Kiepert’s 1852 map of Arabia. As indicated in the title, it is based on “C. Ritter’s geography
book.” The latter refers to Die Erdkunde im Verhältnis zur Natur und zur Geschichte des Menschen (Geography in
relationship to nature and to the history of humanity), the pioneering 23-volume work of scientific geography
published between 1822 and 1859 by the German geographer Carl Georg Ritter (1779−1859). The map contains a
wealth of geographic and historical information, including pilgrimage (hajj) routes, the routes in northern
Arabia of the explorers George Forster Sadlier (1819) and Georg August Wallin (1848), and explanations in
German of Arabic geographic expressions, with abbreviations. At the lower left is an inset map of Oman, which
provides much detail, including the routes taken by French naturalist Pierre-Martin-Rémi Aucher-Eloy and East
India Company naval officer James Raymond Wellsted. The map was lithographed by the firm of Heinrich Mahlmann
(1812−48) and published by Dietrich Reimer, with whom Kiepert had a long association.
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