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Don’t be an April Fool; Be a Local Hero! Localgiving’s Local Hero 
campaign launches on April 1st 

 
 

Localgiving, the UK’s leading online giving and support network for local charities and community 

groups, is putting the spotlight on individual fundraisers in its Local Hero campaign this spring.   

Local Hero, set to launch on 1st April and run until 30th April, recognises the incredible work put in by 

fundraisers, from the arty; to the athletic; to the absurd.  All participants need to do is think up a 

challenge, set up a fundraising page and persuade as many people as possible to donate.  

Local Hero 2016 is kindly funded by Making a Difference Locally, a registered charity that has donated 

over £4m to local causes since it began in 2008.  

The campaign is also being supported by Lord David Puttnam - acclaimed British film producer of 1983’s 

cult classic, Local Hero - and intu - the UK’s leading owner and manager of prime regional shopping 

centres. 

Throughout April, all participants will be ranked on the Local Hero leaderboard according to the number 

of unique online donors who sponsor their page. At the end of the campaign £5,000 in prizes will be 

awarded to the causes supported by the top 20 fundraisers, with a top prize of £1,000 going to the 

cause of the fundraiser who has secured the most donors. 

Local Hero 2015 saw 268 fundraisers secure sponsorship from more than 2,500 individuals to raise over 

£80,000. 

At present only 7% of charitable donations in the UK go to small charities, often the causes most in need 

of financial support. Through Local Hero, Localgiving aims to change this, raising awareness of the work 

carried out by local groups and in turn increasing donations into the sector. 

Stephen Mallinson, Chief Executive of Localgiving said: 

“Localgiving is always looking for innovative ways to encourage people to fundraise and get involved 

with local charities. Through Local Hero, we hope fundraisers will come up with a range of fantastic 

challenges to engage family and friends in their chosen cause. We’re excited to watch as these inspiring 

individuals battle it out over the course of the month to win the top prize of £1,000 for their charity.” 

https://localgiving.org/
https://localgiving.org/what-we-do/campaigns/localhero
http://www.nisalocally.co.uk/community/make-a-difference-locally?utm_source=Active+Fundraisers&utm_campaign=87ba82c281-Fundraisers_LocalHeroStart&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d0e63ae7b-87ba82c281-
http://www.davidputtnam.com/
https://www.intugroup.co.uk/media-centre/news/2016/january/intu-working-with-localgiving/
http://giv.today/LocalHeroLeaderboard
http://giv.today/LocalHeroLeaderboard
https://blog.localgiving.com/blogs/2/53/local-hero-winners-announced
http://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/UserStorage/pdf/Pdf%20reports/CSJJ2458_Social_Sector_Report_A4_08.14_WEB.pdf
https://localgiving.org/what-we-do/reports/
https://localgiving.org/what-we-do/reports/


Kate Carroll, head of Making a Difference Locally, said:  

“We are delighted to be working with Localgiving on their Local Hero campaign. We’re looking forward 

to seeing how creative fundraisers are in competing for the prize money for their charities, whilst raising 

lots of money for well-deserving causes.  Making a Difference Locally is passionate about building 

stronger local communities and funding this campaign was a great opportunity to connect with 

fundraisers and local charities.” 

For more information about Local Hero or any other Localgiving campaigns, please visit 

Localgiving.org, email help@localgiving.org or call 0300 111 2340. 
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For more information please contact: 
Lou Coady, Head of Marketing - lou.coady@localgiving.org  / 0300 111 2340 or 
Lewis Garland, Communications Executive - lewis.garland@localgiving.org  
 
About Localgiving 
Localgiving is the UK’s leading membership and support network for local charities and community 
groups. It aims to empower grassroots organisations to fundraise online, connect with supporters and 
take control of their financial future. In addition, it provides advocacy for the local voluntary sector and 
works to secure third party funding for its members. It provides free training opportunities, fundraising 
resources and regular incentivised giving campaigns to help groups raise funds online. 
 
About Making a Difference Locally 
Making a Difference Locally is the corporate foundation supported by Nisa Retail Limited.  It invests in 
building stronger local communities where everyone has access to good health and wellbeing, 
education, employment, good food and nutrition, shelter and security.  It operates through all 
independently-run Nisa Local convenience stores throughout the UK raising funds through the sale of 
items from Nisa’s own-label Heritage range and many branded products.  A percentage of this money 
goes into a virtual fund for the store to donate to a local charity or good cause. 
  
To support the work of Making a Difference Locally and help good causes in your area, look out for 
Heritage products and Making a Difference Locally productions in your local Nisa store. 
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