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1) mac is a thriving charity with social and artistic ambitions 
Our mission is simple: to make art an important part of people’s lives. People 
come together at mac to explore their creative abilities at all levels. 
 
Keeping our mission at the heart of our activities, despite the economic 
challenges, mac has doubled the number of annual visits since we closed for 
redevelopment in 2008, achieving 1m visits in 2014/15. 
 
 

2) mac contributes to a vision of a fair, prosperous and democratic Birmingham 
We seek public investment for our artistic activity to ensure access for all and work 
with some of Birmingham’s most deprived and vulnerable communities.  
 
We are a living wage employer by choice, not by rule. We employ over 200 
people and contribute in excess of £13m to the local economy. We know that by 
diversifying our income we can improve both the health and sustainability of our 
business.  
 
We work with Young People to provide employment and creative opportunities, 
investing in apprenticeships and providing them with skills and knowledge. We 
support entrepreneurial schemes and provide mentors and advice to emerging 
artists, creative and social entrepreneurs.  
 
 

3) mac is aiming to be 100% sustainable. 

Each year we are implementing improvements and alternatives to the way we run 
our building and our business. 

 In 2012 mac installed a solar panel system on the centre’s main roof 
reducing CO² emissions. Building-wide, mac is in the process of switching  
much of the lighting to LED, starting with those that are in greater use within 
public spaces in a bid to reduce kilowatts of electricity (KWh). As a result 
mac generates over 9,400 units of green energy per annum and has made 
over £11,600 through the Feed in Tariff.   

 mac encourages and enables its visitors to recycle when on site, offering a 
recycling point which collects paper and batteries.  

 mac’s café, sources local food wherever possible, alongside recycling 
kitchen oil and offering enviro-friendly consumables. 

 mac’s aim is to transport zero waste to landfill, and with this in mind recycles 
bottles, plastics, tins, glass and cardboard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4) mac believes children and young people have a right to experience, critique and 

create high quality art 
 

 mac believes in the importance of high quality work to enthral, entertain and 
excite the imagination of its audiences. It is our priority to engage children and 
young people to become artists and audiences of the present and future.  

 We hold the Family Arts Standard and Birmingham City Counci l’s Family Friendly 
Kite Mark 

 mac’s Next Generation project works with hundreds of young people from all 
backgrounds, working with them as audiences, participants, creators, leaders and 
decision-makers. 

 mac makes music provides high quality music making activities for children and 
young people in challenging circumstances and supports networks to promote 
and share effective practice. 

 
 

5) mac believes in promoting art which reflects the diverse make-up of this 
extraordinary city. 

 mac believes in making everyone welcome 
 We aspire to reflect our local catchment area in our users and artists. We are never 

satisfied that enough is being done and recognise this is an ever-changing and 
evolving community 

 Our artistic programme aims to reflect the diversity of our audiences: through race, 
age, religion, gender, sexual orientation and disability. 

 10% of our programme is created and presented by international artists (not 
including film, which is far higher). 
 

 
6) mac believes that wealth should not entitle anyone to greater access to art. 
 We keep our prices as low as possible, whilst ensuring a living wage or better for all 

staff and that artists are paid a fair amount. 
 Free exhibitions and other events 
 No booking or transaction fees. 
 No priority “friends” schemes. 
 Free Wi-Fi for all visitors 

 
 

7) mac believes that everyone has the ability to shine as an artist.  
 We are a learning organisation with hundreds of opportunities to learn, create and 

inspire people to discover their artistic potential across a huge range of artforms.  
 Our emerging artists may still be infants or retired first-timers.  
 We support mid-career and established artists offering them profile and 

progression. 
 We support artists by providing space, resource, skills and opportunity.  

 
 

8) mac does not see “community” as a dirty word 
 Our community makes us strong. 
 Work with communities is the bedrock of social inclusion. 
 Community is where artistic aspiration and cultural difference become 

inspirational. 
 We encourage our community to have an open dialogue with us, whether about a 

programme of work or ideas we would like to explore. 
 Community is mac. 

 


