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John Wright, the founder of Little Angel Theatre, was 

born in South Africa in 1906. He travelled to England 

in 1935 and worked as an assistant stage manager for 

the Ballet Rambert while studying at the Central 

School of Art and Design. During this time he saw a 

puppet performance by Podrecca’s Piccoli and became 

hooked.  John made his very first puppet in 1938. 

In 1961 John and his troupe found a derelict 

temperance hall in Islington and transformed it into a 

theatre, designed for the presentation of marionette 

shows. It opened on Saturday 24th November 1961.  

This was to be the first purpose built puppet theatre 

the country had seen for many years and the only one 

with a permanent long string marionette bridge 

constructed backstage.  The bridge was designed for 

puppeteers to stand on while they manipulate long 

stringed puppets who perform on the stage below 

leaving the audience unable to see the puppeteers.  

The original bridge is used to this day.  The theatre has 

a traditional ‘proscenium arch’ and seats 100 audience 

members. 

John Wright died in 1991 but the work of the theatre 

continued apace with family, friends and supporters 

working tirelessly to continue in his footsteps to make 

sure John’s legacy would delight generations to come.   
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“Over the next 30 years, the Little Angel team created and 

performed over 30 full-scale shows” 



How did it begin?  

 This production is based on the picture book by Emma Dodd.  

Emma Dodd is an illustrator and writer and has almost 50 

books published including the award winning ‘I love my 

mummy’ which she illustrated.   

 

 Little Angel theatre has a reputation for bringing much loved 

children’s books to life using puppetry and the beautiful 

images created by Emma’s illustrations seemed perfect to 

explore via puppetry. 

You can find out more about Emma Dodd and her books on 

her website: 

www.emmadodd.co.uk 

Education resource pack by Sarah Schofield. 
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The world is a very big place, especially for a tiny baby penguin who is just 

finding her feet. The shimmering stars and glistening snow spin around our 

little hero, while the mountains tower high and the wind rushes to and fro. 

And although baby penguin may be small, her family know she’s the biggest 

thing of all.  

 

http://emmadodd.co.uk/
http://emmadodd.co.uk/
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The puppets in the show were designed and made by Jimmy Grimes.  There are 4 
life size penguin puppets!   

These pictures of the unfinished puppets show 
what they are made of and how they work.  It is 
important to use light materials when making 
puppets so the penguins are make using foam 
and light plywood.  Their bodies are hollow to 
keep them as light as possible. 

The puppets are table top puppets with 

mechanisms to allow the puppeteer to  move 

their heads realistically and flap their wings. 

The finished puppets are covered in velvet 

fabric to give the illusion of smooth silky 

feathers. 

The set is made 

from carved 

polystyrene to 

create our own 

icebergs!   
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Is the penguin keeping the egg warm 
the mummy or daddy penguin? 

The female penguin goes out to sea to 
find food once the egg has been laid and 
the male penguin keeps it warm.  The 
mummy usually arrives back before the 
egg hatches but sometimes it’s the dad-
dy who is there to greet the new baby if 
the female isn’t back in time. 

Where are they? 

Emperor Penguins live in Antarctica where it can get as 
cold as –60 degrees below freezing.  They live their whole 
lives on the ice and in the surrounding sea.  If you look for 
Antarctica on a globe it’s the area right at the bottom of 
the earth.   

Why does the baby penguin look differ-
ent from the bigger penguins? 

 

Baby penguins have soft fluffy feathers 
when they first hatch to help keep them 
warm.  They start to grow their adult 
feathers after about a year.  Adult pen-
guins have Four layers of scale-like feath-
ers protect them from icy winds and pro-
vide a slick waterproof coat for swim-
ming.  

The penguins in Me are Emperor Penguins. 

In Me we see a baby Emperor Penguin hatch and explore the world.  Some of the things you see 

in the show are true to real life and others are not.  What questions might  you ask about Em-

peror Penguins after seeing the show?   
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Emperor Penguin True or False Quiz! 

Some of the things you see in Me are based on true facts about Emperor 

Penguins and some are made up by us!  Can you tell which is which? 

TRUE OR FALSE? 

 

1. When Emperor Penguins Swim a trail of bubbles flow out behind them? 

 

 

2.  Baby Emperor Penguins hatch from an egg. 

 

 

3. Emperor Penguins can sing. 

 

 

4. Emperor Penguins keep each other warm. 

 

 

5. Emperor Penguins can talk. 

 

 

6. Baby Emperor Penguins can swim as soon as they are hatched. 

 

True  /  False 

True  /  False 

True  /  False 

True  /  False 

True  /  False 

True  /  False 

Answers on the next page 
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Emperor Penguin True or False Quiz Answers! 

1. When Emperor Penguins swim a trail of bubbles flow out behind them? 

TRUE:  As Emperor penguins swim they depresses their feathers, thereby creating 

less space for the air that gathers between them during grooming to be stored 

and it’s pushed out creating bubbles in the water as they dive. This also helps 

them to swim faster. 

 

2. Baby Emperor Penguins hatch from an egg. 

TRUE:  It takes 65–75 days for the eggs to hatch; by the time the chicks appear 

their fathers will have fasted for four months!  

 

3. Emperor Penguins can sing. 

FALSE:  They can’t sing in tune but they do make different types of sounds.  They 

have 3 main calls with different sounds.  The contact call of emperor penguins 

can be heard one kilometre (0.6 mi.) away. The display call is the most complex of 

all the calls and is used between partners in a colony. The threat call is the 

simplest and is used to defend a territory 

and warn other colony members of 

predators.  

 

 

4. Emperor Penguins keep each other 

warm. 

TRUE:  They survive by huddling together 

for warmth, They also take it in turns to 

occupy the coldest most exposed outside positions. Without this huddling 

behaviour, they would unable to endure the combined conditions of fasting, bitter 

cold and hurricane force winds and would not be able to live and breed in the 

way they do.  

 

5. Emperor Penguins can talk. 

FALSE:  Penguins can’t  talk like us, but they can make sounds that  other 

penguins understand.  Penguin calls (vocalisations) are individually identifiable, 

allowing mates to recognise each other and also their chick. This is important 

because members of a large colony of penguins all look the same! 

 

6. Baby Emperor Penguins can swim as soon as they are hatched. 

FALSE:  young Emperor Penguins don’t swim in the sea until they are around 6 

months old.  Before that food is brought to them by their parents and they stay in 

groups (crèches) to keep warm and safe while the parents dive for food. 
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 Designing and Making Puppets 

When you design and make a puppet make sure you think about these things: 

Decide on the character first (before you start drawing or making).  Is it a person, 
an animal or a made-up creature?  Is it a character for a show you will be 
performing?  What is that character like?  Match the character with a suitable 
puppet style (marionette, glove, rod, finger, shadow etc.) 

Decide what your puppet will need to do if it is performing in a show (walk, swim, 
fly, nod, wave?)  Which parts need to move or not? 

 

Materials 

Remember that puppets have to be held up and 
moved by a puppeteer so choose light materials.  
If you make your puppet too heavy you won’t be 
able to use it!  You don’t have to use specialist 
materials to make a puppet – many everyday 
items can be used such as boxes/containers/
magazines and wrapping paper/tubes/wool/ 
string/clothes/bottles etc. 

 

Draw a design for the puppet, including: 

1. What materials you will need - remember 
puppets need to be light, strong and 
flexible. 

2. Which parts of the puppet will move? 
How? 

3. Will any parts be jointed? (elbows/knees) 

4. Don’t forget to draw the rods/strings/controls etc that move the puppet so 
that you know where they will go. 

5. How will you fix the parts of the puppet together? 

6. How you will show your puppet’s character? (facial 
expression, clothes, decoration) 

7. As you make your puppet test it out as you go.  Is it 
strong enough to use?  Are the details clear (will an 
audience be able to see the face from a distance?)  Does it 
move in the places it is supposed to? 



Make your own Emperor Penguin Puppets 

What You Need: 

Kitchen roll tube 

Black paint or tissue 

Silver paint or tissue 

Black paper or card 

White paper  

Yellow felt pen or pencil 

Scissors 

Glue 

Stapler 

What to Do: 

1. Cut a kitchen roll tube to size depend-

ing on the size of the penguins you 

want to make.   

2. Either paint or cover the roll with 

black for an adult penguin and silver 

for a baby penguin. 

3. For adult penguins cut out a tummy 

shape from white paper and stick it 

on to the tube.  

4. Use back or white paper/card to cut 

out wings.  Fold a flap to attach them 

with either glue, or a staple to secure. 

5. Cut out black paper/card to make 

eyes and beaks.  Pointy triangle 

shapes for beaks.  Fold a flap to 

attach to the puppets with glue or a 

staple.  The baby penguin has a black 

stripe down the front of its face.   

Adult Emperors have black oval shaped 

eyes. 

 

Baby Emperors have rounder black eyes  

1.  2. 

3. 4. 
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Now that you have your penguin puppets you can make a puppet show! 

 

Insert your fingers into the tube to bring your puppet to life. 

Cover a table with a white sheet to make a snowy landscape.  You 
could put objects under the sheet to create icebergs and use blue 
fabric to make the sea. 

 You could hide behind the table so that the audience 

can’t see your face when you are puppeteering, or you 

could be in full view like the puppeteer in Me.  

 If the audience can see your face then make sure you 

look at the puppet and not at the audience so that the 

focus is on the puppet and not the puppeteer.   

 Use your puppets to recreate the adventures the  charac-

ters in Me had.   

 Think of your own penguin stories and adventures. 

 Think about the sounds your penguins make or the voice 

you will use to speak if your penguins talk. 

 Think about how your puppet moves.  Practice making 

your puppet waddle along the snow, and then swimming 

gracefully on the water or sliding on the ice. 

Puppeteers look at the  puppet they are manipulating and 

not at the audience to make sure the focus is on the puppet 
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Using Me to inspire writing  

Can you think of other things that  are  big, steep, fast, high, stretch far,  long? 

 

___________________________________________________________________is big, and I am small. 

 

___________________________________________________________________is fast and I am small. 

 

___________________________________________________________________is deep, and I am small. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ is steep, and I am small. 

 

__________________________________________________________________ is strong and I am small. 

 

___________________________________________________________________is long, and I am small. 

 

___________________________________________________________________is high and I am small. 

Who helps you? 

The world is big with lots to discover!  Can you think of a person who has helped you 
to learn something about the world?  What did they teach you? 

 

_________________________________helped me to learn about  _______________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

They taught me _________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 



Li
nk

s 
an

d 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

About Little Angel Theatre  

www.littleangeltheatre.com 

More information about the history of the theatre and future puppet shows and 
workshops, including our school menu 

 

http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=little+angel+theatre&sm=3 

Visit You Tube to watch trailers, clips and behind the scenes films of our shows past 
and present and see the puppets in action! 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppet-show-pt-1-
2/9654.html 

Two short films featuring Little Angel Theatre about the process of putting on one 
of our shows. 

 
Little Angel Theatre visual stories for children on the autistic spectrum 

Visit our ‘access needs’ page on the website to find a general Little Angel Theatre 
visual story to prepare children for a visit to the theatre.  This is also a useful re-
source for very young children who may not have visited a theatre before as it ex-
plains what happens when you visit a theatre and what you might see there.   

 

Book a Puppet Making Workshop! 

Want to make puppets with your class but don’t have the confidence or time to 
plan, resource and deliver it yourself?  We can come to your school and make pup-
pets with your class.  By the end of the day each child will have a finished puppet 
and we bring all the materials.  All stories and themes considered!  £380+VAT per 
class (in London).  Contact education@littleangeltheatre.com for more information. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=little+angel+theatre&sm=3 

Visit You Tube to watch trailers, clips and behind the scenes films of our shows past 
and present and see the puppets in action! 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppet-show-pt-1-
2/9654.html 

 

Two short films featuring Little Angel Theatre about the process of putting on one 
of our shows. 

 
www.facebook.com 

Make friends with Little Angel Theatre to keep up to date with the latest news 

 
https://twitter.com/LittleATheatre 

Follow us on Twitter! 

Contact: education@littleangeltheatre.com 

http://www.littleangeltheatre.com
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=little+angel+theatre&sm=3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppet-show-pt-1-2/9654.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppet-show-pt-1-2/9654.html
mailto:education@littleangeltheatre.com
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=little+angel+theatre&sm=3
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppet-show-pt-1-2/9654.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/putting-on-a-puppet-show-pt-1-2/9654.html
https://twitter.com/LittleATheatre
mailto:education@littleangeltheatre.com

