St Paul Lib Dem Councillors - ACTION all year round

Station Area Parking - making
it work for local people
Minimising impact of new car park on local housing.
Encouraging walking and cycling
Martin Tod, Lucille Thomson and Liz
Hutchison have been working with
Hampshire County Council,
Winchester City Council and South
West Trains to get better access to
the station for walkers and cyclists.
Martin commented “Access from
Andover Road is really poor. There’s
agreement to a new path next to the
access road from Majestic to the
station, but walking and cycling on
through the car park is still horrible.
We want a path round the east or
west side of the car park so people
don’t have to walk or cycle through.”
“We also want better access from St
Paul’s Hill. We had a productive
meeting to discuss the best options
- and had hoped to get everything in
place in time for the current car park
redevelopment. Unfortunately, this
hasn’t happened - but we still want
this new access urgently.
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Making progress on
the station area
After stopping the previous failed scheme, Lucille, Liz and Martin want a
new approach that listens to local people.
Back in July, the Conservative
administration’s bungled plans for
Station Approach were finally put
out of their misery and voted down
by 19 votes to 16.

Martin, Lucille and Liz
want kerb-free
access for walkers
and cyclists on both
sides of the station.

“As far as the new ‘up-side’ car park
was concerned, our priority was to
make sure it wasn’t overlooking
houses in Stockbridge Road.

Fortunately, the ground wasn’t
strong enough to place the new car
park next to the bank and it will be
on the other side of the car park.

Contact your local Lib Dem Team
Martin Tod
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Lucille Thompson

Liz Hutchison

While there was broad support for
bringing new offices to the city,
councillors couldn’t agree the
scheme proposed. The design was
poor. The proposals crammed far
too much onto the site - 75% more
than was in the brief. Because the
plans included hundreds of extra
underground car parking spaces in
an already congested area, it was
set to create disastrous extra
congestion and air pollution. There
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Before they do anything else, the
council needs to understand how
they can tackle local traffic
problems. We need a masterplan
which sorts out what each part of
the two sites will be used for and
improves how people and cars
move round the area as a whole.

New Tory ‘Tip Tax’
In April we reported on the planned
£2.7 million cuts to Household
Waste Recycling Centres and asked
local residents to respond to the
County Council’s online consultation
and make it clear that the
Conservatives’ proposed closures
were unacceptable.
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was particular concern that the
plans would ruin the appearance of
the town for visitors arriving in
Winchester by train.
The council’s independent design
jury was especially critical: nothing
about the scheme was scored as
excellent. Nothing about the scheme
was even scored as good. And
several aspects of the scheme were
marked as less than satisfactory.
Lucille commented: “The council
needs to learn from its mistakes and
listen. Right from the start, there was
broad agreement from local people
that parking and traffic needed to be
sorted out first.

More than 500 users of
Winchester’s Recycling Centre
responded and the scale of the
response - alongside continuing
pressure from Lib Dem Councillors -

forced the Conservatives to call a
halt to closing Household Waste
Recycling Centres - at least until
after next May’s County elections.
But they are planning BIG changes:
Ÿ Charges of up to £10 per bag
for some DIY items they say are
not “household” waste
Ÿ From January all tips will only
open from 11am each day and
will be closed every Thursday
Ÿ Threat of fees for everything in
the future

This isn’t the end of it. Cuts voted
through by Steve Brine and his
fellow Conservative MPs have left a
further £120 million hole in
Hampshire’s budget. A further £19
million is planned to to be cut from
roads and waste disposal.
Now have your say on waste
collection and recycling
Following Hampshire, Winchester
City Council has launched its own
consultation on waste, recycling and
street cleaning. It’s online at
winchester.citizenspace.com
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Martin keeps pushing
crossing campaign
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Getting serious
about air quality

Need for safer crossings on Romsey Road and Andover Road
Martin and the Lib Dem team are
continuing to keep up the pressure
for safer crossings on Andover Road
and Romsey Road.

By Martin Tod
After giving up on their half-baked
proposals to force all schools to
become academies, and then on
their plan to scrap parent
governors, the latest half-baked
idea from the Conservatives is to
bring back grammar schools and
secondary moderns.

Martin, who has been pushing the
issue at the County Council,
commented: “The plan for an
Andover Road crossing is with
engineers for detailed assessment.
It’s a vital part of the plan to reduce
car traffic from Barton Farm and will
be paid for by the Barton Farm
developer.”

Winchester Liberal Democrats continue to
work to tackle pollution in the City Centre.

“Plans for on Romsey Road are
taking more time, but the current
situation - both between Clifton
Terrace and St James Terrace - and
by Highcroft and Sleepers Hill - isn’t
acceptable and needs to be
addressed.”

Lucille and Martin discuss the need
for a crossing in Andover Road

Winchester votes ‘remain’
And St Paul ward has highest ‘remain’ vote in Winchester

Within Winchester, St Paul ward was
also top of the table, estimated to
have the highest ‘remain’ vote of any
Winchester ward at just under 72%.
The Liberal Democrats remain a
proudly pro-European party and
believe that the British people should
have their say on the final Brexit deal
in a referendum.
Lib Dem Leader, Tim Farron, said
“This is not an attempt to re-run the

Another
Conservative
threat to
local schools

first referendum. Voting for a
departure is not the same as voting
for a destination. British people have
a right to have their say on whether
the deal they are offered is the right
one for them, their families, their
communities and our country.”
Tim Farron’s clear and consistent
line on Europe has led to a surge in
Liberal Democrats membership
since the Referendum. Lib Dem
membership nationally is now the
highest it has been this century.
You can find out more about the Lib
Dem position on Europe at
www.libdems.org.uk/europe.

Tim Farron, with Martin and Lucille
during a recent visit to Winchester

You can join the Liberal Democrats
online at www.libdems.org.uk/join or
by phone at 020 7022 0988.

The Liberal Democrats are the only party fighting
to keep Britain open, tolerant and united.

Public Health England estimates that
51 Winchester residents a year over
the age of 25 die prematurely as a
result of air pollution - and the worst
area for air pollution in the whole
district is central Winchester.

completely ignored it) and most
obviously in their decision to spend
£150,000 building a ‘pollution patio’
outside the Casson Block in St
George’s Street next to the air
pollution monitor.

The Council’s 2016 “Air Quality
Annual Progress Report” shows a
particular problem with nitrogen
dioxide (NO2) - especially in St
George’s Street, Jewry Street and
sections of Romsey Road.

In response, the Lib Dems have put
forward a policy motion
recommitting Winchester City
Council to strong effective action to
improve air quality.

Recently the Conservatives on the
City Council have failed to give the
issue of air quality the priority it
needed - especially in their plans for
Station Approach (where they

Martin also challenged the
Hampshire’s top transport boss, Cllr
Rob Humby, to do more to tackle air
quality in Winchester.

Safer routes to schools
Two of the junctions on Cheriton
Road will shortly be ‘tabled’ to
discourage speeding and encourage
walking and cycling to Western and
Westgate School.

Martin noted “I’m also working to get
changes in the Poets estate that
make it easier and safer for people to
walk their children to Western rather
than driving to the school gate.”

The evidence from areas such as
Kent and Buckinghamshire is that
dividing children into grammar
schools and secondary moderns
when they're eleven delivers a
worse education - and that it's
particularly bad for children from
poorer areas. The last thing we
want is to bring that failed system
to Hampshire or to Winchester.
In today's world every single child
from every background needs to
be getting the best possible
education. It seems barmy for the
Prime Minister to want the
Government and the Conservative
Party to give up on that goal.
Although when you look at the
Conservatives' massive cuts to
children's centres, it's not a total
surprise.
That doesn't mean things can't be
improved. We need more initiatives
like the Pupil Premium, more
investment in early years and to
keep learning from the best
performing schools and areas. We
certainly don't need half-baked
plans to return to grammar schools
and secondary moderns.
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