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Stover School is a unique and very special 
place; a school which delivers cutting edge 
education while retaining a healthy focus 
on traditional Christian morals, values and 
manners. Happy children are at the very centre 
of our ethos, reflecting our robust system of 
pastoral care. Children who feel safe, valued 
and respected; and who trust those around 
them, are free to focus on learning to their 
maximum potential. Our stunning rural setting 
allows children to enjoy being children and is 
integral to enhancing this ethos.

The co-educational, non-selective 
environment we provide models “real life”, 
allowing pupils to build the inter-personal 
skills, empathy, independence and fortitude 
required to be successful in the wider world.

“Teachers encourage pupils to 
be researchers, discoverers and 
creators of their own and others 
learning” 
Mr Richard Notman

In this school, the family atmosphere ensures 
that every child is known and understood by 
the staff and their fellow pupils, as an individual 
who has something to offer the school 
community and world at large. This individual 
approach is reflected in our absolute focus on 
adding value to the academic potential of each 
pupil in an effort to maximise their individual 
educational and examination outcomes, 
regardless of their ability.

We firmly believe that success breeds success 
and our extensive additional curriculum and 

EXECUTIVE HEAD TEACHER, MR RICHARD NOTMAN

Welcome

activities programme provides opportunities 
for all of our children to explore a range of 
interests and enjoy positive experiences, 
leading to a burgeoning self-confidence that 
then reaps rewards and enhances progress 
in all areas of the academic and additional 
curriculum.

At Stover School we take full advantage of our 
single campus for pupils from 3 to 18 years 
of age. The Prep and Senior stages are fully 
integrated, with a number of staff working 
across both phases. We also provide a number 
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of structured roles and responsibilities 
which allow the older pupils to work with 
the younger ages. This enhances the Stover 
family, gives the older pupils the responsibility 
they need to grow and enables the younger 
pupils to aspire to these role models.

The Inspection team who visited in January 
2014 have firmly endorsed this, giving us a 
set of judgements that no other independent 
school in the area can rival. However, we are 
not going to rest on our laurels. In September 
we launched a Research Based Learning 
Curriculum across the entire school, our Sixth 
Form are now enjoying a fully refurbished 

Sixth Form Centre, all of our pupils now 
benefit from the “bring your own” ICT 
infrastructure that will best model ICT usage 
in the work-place, and the first vegetable 
beds and animals have arrived to kick start our 
Stover School Farm.

Richard Notman
Executive Head Teacher

STOVER SCHOOL PUPILS
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Stover supports Christian values and welcomes 
people of all faiths or none. Our ethos is 
centred on the care and support of our pupils. 
We teach them to respect each other and 
celebrate their differences. We hope to install 
a set of moral standards and behaviours that 
will help them throughout their lives.

Stover is a family community where support 
is naturally sought and found. Regular tutorial 
sessions ensure that every pupil is in close 
contact with one member of staff to whom 
they can turn in confidence. There is also a 
peer-mentoring scheme through which older 
pupils can provide support for younger pupuls. 
We have a strong house system that provides a 
framework within which pupils develop a sense 
of togetherness and which allows them to 
thrive within this supportive environment.

When things are going well, pupils are happy, 
focused and confident to pursue their studies 
with vigour. But sometimes, a crisis or setback 
occurs and then we are ready to give them the 
support they need. This works because staff 
already have a close relationship with all of our 
pupils and so we can spot the signs early. Pupils 
feel able to approach the staff for advice and 
guidance, or sometimes just to talk things 
through. They know who to turn to and they 
do. It’s what makes Stover a special place.

Of course, we have all the systems in place to 
monitor and track any issues. When there is an 
incident that needs to be dealt with in a formal 
manner – and it is rare – we are ready to take 
action and deal with it fairly and calmly, to the 
satisfaction of all involved.

Our Medical Centre is available to all pupils 

Care and Support

if they are feeling unwell with qualified staff 
available to look after boarding and day pupils.

Our independent Counsellor takes an active 
role in school life and is often the person 
to whom children turn for a confidential 
discussion. The Chaplain also acts as a mentor,  
organises collective worship and runs the 
Christian Union Group.

No section on care, especially in a boarding 
school, would be complete without mention of 
food! We have a fantastic catering team who 
serve healthy and delicious food in our bright 
and airy dining room, including vegetarian 
options, and special dietary requirements. 
Home Economics is a popular subject for pupils 
at Stover and we all enjoy the sights and smells 
that emerge from our Home Economics room! 

WORLD BOOK DAY: YR 6 READING BUDDIES
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THE DINING ROOM - WHERE NUTRITIOUS AND DELICIOUS FOOD IS SERVED DAILY
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Our Nursery welcomes children from the age 
of three. Located adjacent to the Preparatory 
School in the Clock House, children benefit 
from being part of the wider school community, 
making the transition to ‘big’ school easy and 
effortless.

In the Nursery, we focus on structured play, 
giving each child an opportunity to explore 
and experiment. We start to show them the 
benefits of having a routine, of tidying up, and 
of having quiet time as well as play time.

We have our own secure play area outside, as 
well as access to the beautiful grounds of the 
school, which provide great opportunities to 

Nursery
go exploring in the fresh air in all weathers.

Children in the Nursery learn to communicate 
with each other, to share and to take turns. 
These are happy days for them and they 
love coming in the mornings. Some want to 
stay longer, which is a real testament to our 
experienced practitioners.

Our aim is for all children to move up into 
the Preparatory School with a positive and 
confident attitude to school and a thirst for 
learning.

NURSERY OUT ON THE TERRACES
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Stover’s Preparatory School is located in the 
Clock House. Built in 1843, it is a delightful 
building that offers children a safe and secure 
environment to begin their school life and its 
proximity to the Senior School gives them 
access to all the facilities that the whole school 
offers.

The Preparatory School aims to provide 
a happy and caring environment in which 
children develop an enthusiasm and willingness 
to learn. We help them to gain confidence and 
to recognise and celebrate their differences. 
We also teach respect – for themselves, for 
each other and for their teachers.

We welcome children of all abilities and we are 
skilled at using different teaching methods and 
techniques appropriate to the children in our 
care. Their emotional and social development 
in these early years is also important and this 
sits alongside the teaching of key skills, in 
reading, writing and numeracy.

At Stover, we encourage children to 
communicate effectively and with confidence. 
We do this by encouraging them to participate 
in class, to enter into discussion, to perform to 
their friends and to parents. We have a busy 
schedule of concerts, dramatic performances 
and presentations, so that children feel the 
sense of achievement that fuels their self-
esteem.

We are fortunate to be able to tap into the 
shared resources of the Senior School, not just 
the spacious grounds that we use for sports 
and outdoor activities, but also the Home 
Economics, Science and Art rooms that give 

Preparatory School
our children a taste of life in the Senior School.

Socially and academically, our children in Years 
5 and 6 are prepared for the demands they will 
face as they move to the Senior School. These 
include organisational skills, as well as study 
skills and the ability to concentrate for longer 
periods. We believe that the close connection 
we have with pupils in the Senior School 
provides valuable inspiration for those who are
preparing for that transition.

When asked in assembly, what 
makes our school special, 
Molly, a new Year 2 pupil, who 
had only been in school 1 hour 
volunteered: 

“Everyone is very friendly. I 
already know where everything 
is. I know I am going to love it 
here.”

Molly, Year 2 Pupil
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These are vital years in terms of schooling. 
Children come into school at 11 and spend 
their teenage years in our care. For most, that 
is a time of immense change. They begin to 
explore who they are and what they believe. 
They learn to express themselves and to 
think independently. They learn what they are 
naturally good at and what aspects they need 
to work to improve. 

Stover is a small school and it is in these critical 
years that this works to our advantage. With 
small class sizes, we are able to get to know 
each pupil and we have the time to spend 
with them to unlock the key to their success. 
Each child learns at a different pace and in 
a different way and our excellent teachers 
support every individual in order to help them 
fulfil their potential. 

Stover has a broad ability intake and we are 
proud of that. We recognise the value in a 
diverse group of pupils that can learn from 
and support each other. Our bright pupils 
shine academically and our GCSE and A Level 
results are evidence of their success. Pupils 
that need more help are inspired by their 
friends and work to the top end of their ability, 
achieving more than they ever felt they were 
capable of. What matters to us is that every 
child at Stover School does their best and feels 
a sense of achievement which in turn builds 
self-confidence.

Another benefit of being a smaller school is 
that we can tailor our subject courses to fit the 
preferences of each year group as they move 
through the school. Our GCSE curriculum 
timetable is flexible so that pupils can select 
the subjects they want to study. 

Senior School

SENIOR SCHOOL SCIENCE LESSON
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As a Boarding School, our doors are never 
closed during term time and so pupils have 
access to all of our facilities even outside 
normal school hours if they need to do extra 
work. This is especially valuable for pupils 
taking Music, Drama, Art, Home Economics 
and Sports subjects.

We encourage all pupils to seize every 
opportunity presented to them in the Senior 
School. We have a full range of clubs and 
extra-curricular activities, making full use of 
our glorious surroundings and the dedication 
of specialist teachers and coaches.

“My son couldn’t wait to start 
at the Senior School. He wasn’t 
scared because he already felt at 
home. I felt that he hit the ground 
running when he started in Year 7.” 

Parent

MUSIC, BOTH INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL, ARE INTEGRAL TO OUR CURRICULUM
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The Sixth Form is the pinnacle of any pupil’s 
school career; the point at which students 
begin to transform themselves from school 
pupils into independent young adults. Students 
should aspire to become a Stover Sixth 
Former, and enjoy donning a suit, taking on 
further responsibilities of leadership, choosing 
their own subjects and becoming a role model for 
younger pupils.

Becoming a Sixth Former requires focusing 
your studies on a narrower range of subjects 
that enthuse and inspire you.  However, 
academic progress and achievement is only a 
small part of the experience.  Additional pursuits 
and courses like Sports Leadership, Certificate 
of Personal Effectiveness (COPE),  The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award and the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ) enhance individual 
leadership qualities. Active involvement in the 
School House System, School Council, Peer 
Mentoring and Peer Reading Scheme ensures 
a social responsibility is developed.  School 
sports and an active social calendar ensure 
a healthy dose of competition and fun are 
added to the mix.  Alongside this, the Head 
of Sixth Form and Sixth Form Tutors provide 
personalised support and guidance with career 
and post 18 applications. 

Our Sixth Formers are now enjoying a 
completely refurbished Sixth Form Centre.  
With these changes in place, we are sure that 
the Sixth Form at Stover School will put our 
pupils in the best possible position to achieve 
the grades they require and develop the skills 
that they need to be successful in their post 
18 endeavours; whether that means courses 
at traditional universities, more vocational 
university or college courses. BTEC courses 
are also available.

Sixth Form
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Stover offers the complete boarding package 
– full boarding, weekly boarding, and flexi-
boarding, and we can tailor provision to your 
boarding needs. There is a wonderful ethos of 
providing an exciting and varied programme 
for the boarders within the boarding houses. 

Stover’s boarding houses, Mansion and Park, 
provide a safe and caring community where 
boarders are valued as individuals but have 
the opportunity to make friends with children 
from a range of backgrounds and nationalities. 
The genuine family atmosphere this creates, 
where each person’s gifts are welcomed and 
valued, is part of Stover’s unique appeal.
Boarders live in single, double or multiple 
dormitories where they develop friendships 
that often last a lifetime. Each House has a 
Common Room where boarders can relax in 
comfortable surroundings. Younger boarders 
benefit from interaction with and advice from 
older pupils. Older pupils help to supervise 
prep and act as informal mentors to younger 
or new boarders.

Each boarding house is staffed by a 
Houseparent and an Assistant Houseparent 
who contribute to the running of the house 
and the provision of activities in the evenings 
and at weekends. We also have assistance from 
a gap year student in each boarding house 
who has joined us before attending university. 
Having these additional young persons in the 
boarding houses is greatly appreciated by the 
boys and girls. Boarding Prefects represent 
the boarders on the School Council. 

Boarding staff are keen to ensure that 
the boarders develop their life skills and 
interpersonal skills whilst they are with us. 

Boarding at Stover

BOARDERS VISIT HAYTOR ON NEARBY DARTMOOR
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This helps boarders ensure they are getting 
the most from their stay at Stover, through   
positive enrichment and cultural activities.  

Facilities include a tuck shop, WiFi Internet 
access and a fully-equipped kitchen, from 
which newly baked cakes often emerge! 
During the lighter evenings, boarders can take 
advantage of the wonderful grounds for sport 

and recreation. Barbecues and picnics are a 
feature of life at Stover in the warmer months.

Weekends are a time to relax after a busy week 
of work. We plan a programme of activities 
to explore the beautiful Devon countryside, 
as well as trips to the theatre and cinema, to 
the zoo, and shopping in Exeter and Plymouth. 
Sometimes we go further afield to explore 
the cultural opportunities of Bath, Bristol 
and elsewhere. Weekends are also a time for 
boarders to continue their studies, using the 
library and the Sixth Form Centre.

Flexible boarding is available to all our day 
pupils, either regularly, for one or two nights 
per week, or as a one-off sleepover if parents 
are away.

All overseas boarders must have a guardian 
over the age of 25 living in the UK.

BOARDING

Stover’s boarding houses, Mansion, 
and Park, provide a safe and caring 
community where boarders are 
valued as individuals but have the 
opportunity to make friends with 
children from a range of backgrounds 
and nationalities. 
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Music

Music is an integral part of life at Stover. Over 
the years, many very talented musicians have 
been educated here and their legacy lives on 
through our activities across the entire school 
year. We encourage all pupils to develop 
their musical abilities and become confident 
performers.

Music is taught at GCSE and at A Level and 
we also prepare pupils for music theory 
and practical examinations. It is rare to walk 
through the school without hearing the sound 
of music somewhere and pupils have access 
to practice rooms and recording equipment 
during the day and in the evenings.

“We have a busy and varied 
programme of concerts, not only 
in school but also in the local 
community and our services are 
often in demand at local events 
around Devon.”
Mr Tizzard, Head of Music

Pupils are encouraged to play an instrument 
and be involved in the school orchestra, 
wind and string chamber music ensemble, 
rock and pop groups and various other small 
instrumental groups. Individual lessons are 
available in all orchestral and contemporary 
instruments and we have a team of excellent 
teachers who visit the school throughout the 
week to incorporate music lessons into the 
school day.

Throughout the year there are opportunities 
to perform in public. We have a busy and varied 
programme of concerts, not only in school but 
also in the local community. 

We have three school choirs in both the Senior 
and Prep Schools, run by our accomplished 
singing teacher, who also offers individual 
singing lessons. The choirs are often asked to 
sing outside school for weddings, concerts and 
VIP visits. We also compete very successfully 
in local music competitions. 

The choir recently visited Paris and were able 
to give a concert on the stage at the Euro 
Disney resort; and the choir and chamber 
orchestra were invited to Brussels where they 
performed in the Cathedral there, which was a 
fantastic opportunity for our pupils.
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PREP SCHOOL PUPIL PERFORMING IN MUSIC ASSEMBLY
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As part of the health and welfare of every 
pupil, physical education is a core component 
of school life at Stover. We believe in a ‘Sport 
for All’ philosophy and pupils of all ages and 
abilities take part in some physical activity at 
least three days a week to complement their 
academic studies.

We are fortunate to have 64 acres of parkland 
within our grounds, so pupils have unrivalled 
opportunities to participate in sporting 
activities and outdoor pursuits. We have three 
rugby pitches, six floodlit tennis and netball 
courts, a golf course, and an all-year cricket 
pitch.

As a small school, everyone has a chance to 
represent Stover in inter-school competitions 
and our fixture lists are full every term. 
Our talented youngsters often compete at 
county, regional and national levels. Sports 
scholarships are awarded in recognition of 
excellence.

“There is so much to do here; the 
problem is deciding what to choose. 
I have great friends here and we get 
to do lots of sports and activities, 
which makes a nice change from 
lessons.”
Year 9 Pupil

We offer GCSE, A Level and BTEC Physical 
Education. In the practical aspects of the 
course, pupils learn about teamwork, they 
develop self-confidence and acquire valuable 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL SPORTS DAY

Sport
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leadership skills. They also study how the body 
works and the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. As 
well as team sports, many pupils pursue other 
sporting interests, perhaps as part of their Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award programme. Activities 
include golf, sailing, swimming, athletics, 
running and cycling. We regularly take pupils 
out on Dartmoor for orienteering activities 
and to train for the Ten Tors Challenge. 

We also have strong links with local sports 
clubs, who often use our facilities in the 

We are fortunate to have 64 acres of parkland within our grounds, so all pupils have 
opportunities to participate in sporting activities and outdoor pursuits. 

evenings and at weekends.

In addition to the traditional team sports 
timetable of rugby, football, hockey, netball 
and cricket, pupils also participate in athletics, 
tennis, rounders, cross-country, golf and 
gymnastics. We regularly organise dance 
classes and combat challenges.
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We have created a new Art Centre at Stover 
and we are able to offer a full range of art 
subjects, from Fine Art and Ceramics to 
Textiles, Sculpture, Printing, Photography and 
Fashion Design. 

Pupils study Art throughout their school life 
and we offer a range of subjects both at GCSE 
and A Level. We benefit from small class sizes 
where pupils can follow their chosen specialism 
with our full support. Each year, work of the 
highest quality is produced for examinations, 
portfolios and display. Art Scholarships are 
available.

“At Stover anything is possible with 
art and design and we can offer a 
really wide range of options to suit 
each individual.” 
Mrs Howard

Art and Design

YEAR 9 ART PIECE SENIOR SCHOOL ART TRIP
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Drama features in the curriculum from 
Reception to Year 9 and as an option at GCSE 
and A Level. Drama at Stover is all about 
communication, teamwork and confidence.  
Pupils learn to communicate effectively 
through words and through movement.  We 
encourage a safe and open forum for children 
to explore their own identity and that of 
others in real and imaginary worlds. Our focus 
is to unlock young people’s imagination and 
empathy and give them the courage to take 
risks.

Drama is an ideal platform from which pupils  
gain confidence, particularly when faced with 
an audience and we encourage everyone to 
participate in public performance. We have a 
dedicated drama studio and a performance 

Drama
space equipped with stage lighting.

We aim to develop important life skills that 
pupils will find essential in an adult world – 
communicating, negotiating, collaborating 
and problem solving – and we see pupils 
confidently and successfully mastering these 
through their Drama work. 

DRAMA:

Drama helps pupils to engage with 
fellow pupils on a level that no other 
subject can. At Stover we encourage 
Drama from a young age and nurture it 
throughout their time here.

PREPARATORY SCHOOL PRODUCTION
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Every child who comes to Stover has the 
opportunity to expand their horizons and use 
the precious years of their development to 
experiment and learn new skills. Some talented 
pupils are given opportunities to excel in their 
chosen field. Others discover a skill or an 
interest that they didn’t know they had. We 
believe that school is a perfect time for trying 
out new things and our busy programme of 
activities and clubs outside the academic 
curriculum is part of everyday life here.

All pupils are encouraged to participate 
in  school clubs and activities, and we have 
a long list of options from which they can 
choose. As well as offering a wide range of 
additional sporting options, there are plenty 
of opportunities for pupils to explore a new 
hobby, such as photography, lace making, 
cookery, craft, chess, fencing, judo, bush craft, 
gardening and many more.

We also take every opportunity to use our 
proximity to Dartmoor to our advantage. Our 
Ten Tors challenge is a popular option for pupils 
to test their stamina and teamwork and we run 
regular orienteering challenges on Dartmoor.

Each year, there is a selection of school trips on 
offer and these are very popular for children of 
all ages, such as World Challenge to Tanzania, 
Annapurna Trek, Art trip to New York, skiing 
and surfing trips, and cultural trips to Europe. 

All pupils in Years 4 - 9 have the opportunity to 
attend a residential trip.

TEN TORS 2015

Opportunity and 
Challenge
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A variety of clubs and activities are offered 
during the school year and change termly.  

AFTER SCHOOL PROVISION 
Reception – Year 2                  (3.30pm – 5pm)

This provision is for pupils waiting for older 
siblings and those who travel on the bus and is 
available each day until 5pm. There is a charge 
for this facility.

PREP CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
Year 3 – Year 6
These change termly but are likely to include:
  
• Athletics • Basketball • Bushcraft • Chess • Cricket 
• Drama • Fencing • Football • Gardening •  Hockey 
• Homework Club • Horse Riding • ICT • Judo                   
• Netball • Orchestra • Outdoor Fitness • Rounders 
• Rugby • Tag Rugby • Scenery and Prop Making             
• Spanish

SENIOR CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
Year 7 - 13
Athletics • Beading • Art Club/Card Making • Chess 
Club • Backstage/Tech Theatre • Choir • Cantabile 
Choir • Circus Skills • Christian Union • Cricket • 
Cookery Club • Drama • Craft Club • Golf • Duke 
of Edinburgh • Football • Hockey • Horse Riding • 
Journalist Club • Music Theory • Fencing • Knitting 
Club • Junior Team Challenge • Mandarin Club • 
Junior Ramblers • Maths Help • Netball • Orchestra • 
Orienteering • Prayer Group • Prep • Remote Control 
Car Club • Rounders • Rugby • School Play • Science 
Club • Scrapbook • String Quartet • Trampolining • 
Wind Chamber Music • Ten Tors • Bushcraft • Fencing 
• Judo

PREPARATORY SCHOOL PRODUCTION

Clubs and Activities
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Whilst we have tried to give a snapshot of day-
to-day life in this prospectus, Stover is a school 
that you really have to come and visit and, and 
experience first-hand. 

Each term we hold an Open Day, which 
provides an opportunity to look around and 
see the school at work and at play.

The next stage in the admissions process is 
a personal visit involving a meeting with the 
Headmaster, a bespoke tour and discussion of 
the various scholarship and bursary options. 
Please contact the Registrar for further 
information and to make an appointment.

Prospective pupils then undertake a taster 
experience, spending at least one full day in 
school, in order to get a real feel for life at 

Stover School. 

Admission is then subject to receiving a full 
written report from a candidate’s existing 
school.

CONTACT US

Felicity White

Registrar, Stover School

Tel: 01626 354505

Email: registrar@stover.co.uk

Website: www.stover.co.uk

Admissions
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