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Visitors to our school comment on the happy 
atmosphere and our pupils describe Cranford House 
as a strong family community where everyone knows 
and supports each other. Pupils are encouraged 
to engage in the broadest range of extra-curricular 
activities from music and drama to sport, public 
speaking, STEM investigations and creative arts; the 
range of their accomplishments is exceptional. 

The best way to get a flavour of life at Cranford 
House is to visit us. We look forward to meeting 
you and to the opportunity to show you around 
our school.
 
Dr James Raymond
Headmaster

‘Pupils’ achievements 
go beyond success in 
the national tests and 
public examinations.’

Independent Schools Inspectorate

Cranford House

Choosing the right school for your child is one of 
the most important decisions you will ever have to 
make.  Cranford House enjoys a strong reputation 
for academic excellence and a focus on each 
individual pupil’s progress that ensures all of our 
learners achieve their full potential.
 
An atmosphere of academic endeavour is at 
the heart of school life, but a Cranford House 
education offers much more than simple academic 
success.  We recognise the close link between 
ensuring your child feels safe and supported and 
developing confidence in their own abilities. 

Welcome to
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‘The school creates a wonderful, happy, nurturing environment, 
where the children can hardly fail to soak up lots of fabulous learning.’

We are a warmly welcoming independent day school, 
for girls aged 2 –16 and boys aged 2 – 7, with 
approximately 400 pupils.

Our Nursery School, Junior School and Senior School 
work in tandem to provide the best possible learning 
opportunities for each stage of our pupils’ education 
and a seamless transition to the next stage.  

As the leading local non-selective school, results in the 
Senior School are outstanding, with GCSE grades 
among the top performing schools in the Oxfordshire/
Berkshire areas.

Set in 14 acres of rural South Oxfordshire, we invest 
strongly in our facilities, with an ongoing capital 
development plan encompassing a new sports hall, 
Astroturf pitch and performance space.

We are widely known, both locally and nationally, 
for our strong musical tradition with pupils regularly 
selected for the National Youth Choir and Orchestra. 
The Music department runs orchestras, bands and 
choirs for all abilities. Each year around 20% of our  
Year 11 leavers achieve Grade 8 in an instrumental 
or vocal examination. 

In the sporting arena we enjoy a unique reputation for 
providing competitive sport fixtures for all Upper Junior 
and Senior pupils.  Our specialist sports staff develop 
the skills, commitment and interest of all pupils, whether 
they are playing at grassroots or international level. 
Many of our girls represent county and country in 
sports such as hockey, netball, rounders and swimming. 

All Cranford House pupils participate fully in our 
flourishing visual and performing arts activities. The 
Drama Department stages three full-scale productions 
a year, enabling all year groups to be involved.  Our 
pupils are regularly selected for the National Youth 
Theatre and are often finalists in national art events. 

We enjoy strong relationships with our local community 
and share our facilities with local neighbours and 
groups.  Each year we raise around £6,000 for our 
chosen charities and pupils participate enthusiastically 
in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at Bronze 
and Silver level and the World Challenge scheme. 
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Current parent
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At Cranford House we aim to develop your child’s 
natural potential to the full. Success in today’s 
competitive world requires self-belief, confidence and 
motivation to meet each challenge, be it personal or 
professional. A Cranford House education prepares 
you for life, not just exams.

Ofsted have awarded us Outstanding in our Early 
Years Foundation Stage and the Independent Schools 
Inspectorate (ISI) have marked us Excellent at Junior 
and Senior School level.

Our curriculum is filled with learning opportunities, both in 
and out of the classroom, individual one on one time, and 
the chance to experience responsibility and team work. 
It is designed to build self-knowledge, inspire confidence 
and increase motivation – in a happy, supportive 
atmosphere and within a moral and spiritual framework.

We know our approach works. Many of our boys 
progress to top local prep schools such as Moulsford 
and Abingdon, and many girls move on for Sixth Form 
to academically recognised schools such as St Helen 
& St Katharine and Magdalen College School. Others 
enjoy the wide range of facilities at schools such as Shiplake 
College, The Henley College and Bradfield College.

education?

Our expectations have been exceeded 
and our daughter has thrived.’
‘

Current parent

What is a Cranford HouseWhat is a Cranford House



Cranford House pupils are taught to value and respect every person 
as an individual. This engenders tolerance and the ability to foster 
relationships which stand our pupils in good stead in future life.

Our small class sizes, close community and strong pastoral care mean 
that teachers know each pupil personally, providing individual support 
to ensure their development needs are met and their unique talents are 
enhanced and celebrated. 

Happiness &
 self knowledge

06 07

One of the greatest assets of the 
school is the pupil/staff relationship.’
Current parent

‘



A Cranford House education encourages a sense 
of curiosity, a love of challenge, and the confidence, 
resilience and self-belief to know you can achieve 
whatever you want. 

In a school of around 400, everyone gets a chance 
to participate in a meaningful way. From the earliest 
years, pupils take an active part in all areas of school 
life and regularly try new things. A wide range of extra-
curricular activities from modern dance, football and 
lace making to sailing, rugby and nature clubs provide 
a wealth of new opportunities. 

By ending at Year 11, positions of responsibility also 
come early; Head Girl, Junior Head Girl, Prefects and 
Team Captains all offer girls the chance to accept 
responsibility and manage leadership. 

Whether presenting your favourite toy to your 
classmates at Circle Time, or raising funds for a 
charity hike abroad, Cranford House pupils grow to 
understand the importance of preparation and self-
belief in achieving success. 

Confidence
& Self Belief

‘I developed a strong work ethic at 
Cranford House which really helped me 

when I moved on to Sixth Form.’
Leaver
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‘The choir tours are awesome. 
I can’t believe I got to sing in 

Barcelona Cathedral.’ 
Current pupil
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We have high 
expectations of the 
children and create 
positive relationships 
with them in order to 
help them achieve 
their potential.’
Current teacher

‘

Cranford House is a small community with big aspirations. We believe this gives 
us the best of both worlds; each pupil is supported by a close-knit community 
to realise their natural potential and to be the very best they can be - in any 
environment. Cranford House pupils regularly surpass their initial expectations.

Our academic record is extremely strong; many of our pupils win scholarships 
and exhibitions to leading Sixth Form schools in academic, music, sports and art 
spheres. We enjoy frequent county, national and international representation 
in a wide variety of sports, from rounders, fencing and cricket to show-jumping, 
tennis and hockey.

motivation
Challenge &



‘The school has given my daughter a sense of 
interest, enthusiasm and a willingness to learn.’
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Current parentAcademic
We pride ourselves on our high ‘value added’ scores, 
meaning that the majority of our pupils attain above  
their initial predictions. Despite our non-selective status, 
Cranford House achieves highly against the top 
performing schools in the area and our leavers go on 
to well-respected Sixth Forms. Every year many of our 
old girls progress to prestigious universities such as 
Oxford, Cambridge, and the Russell Group universities.

We work with each child to help them attain the best 
results possible. From the early years, our pupils reap 
the benefits of specialised teachers, small classes and 
a constantly evolving modern curriculum. 

Whilst we believe that a child’s education is about far 
more than learning in a classroom, we recognise the 
importance of academic success in today’s world. 

success



With over 20 sports on offer we believe that sport can 
be an enjoyable activity for all – whether pupils are 
Olympians in waiting, or simply enjoy keeping active. 
Each pupil has at least 150 minutes of timetabled sport 
a week and our specialist staff enable us to cater for 
all abilities and interests. Sports on offer include hockey, 
netball, rounders, tennis, athletics, gymnastics, swimming, 
dance and cross-country.

Annually we arrange a busy calendar of local matches 
as well as successfully competing in many National 
Schools and IAPS events across a range of sports.

The school site is well equipped with a swimming pool, 
modern sports hall, Astroturf, grass pitches and hard 
courts. Off site, water sports such as kayaking, surfing 
and sailing are always popular. 
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‘The school clearly values the progress of each and every 
one of its pupils as much as success for the top teams.’ Current parent

Excellence 
in sport



Art
Cranford House has a thriving Art Department that 
develops and supports students of all levels and abilities.  
The curriculum encompasses art, craft and design and 
aims to develop pupils’ imagination and creativity.

We run exciting trips to art galleries and exhibitions 
as well as a residential trip to St Ives, Cornwall for the 
older girls. There are frequent opportunities to exhibit 
artwork and our art competitions are keenly contested 
by all.  Our own Art Department is a hub of lively 
creativity, encouraging the artistic flair of each child 
to shine through.

Drama
At Cranford House we believe drama plays a crucial 
role in the development of strong communication skills, 
which is why it is part of the curriculum until Year 9. 
Theatre trips and our famous in-school productions 
help to further fuel an interest in the dramatic arts and 
many of our pupils pursue this passion by taking the 
prestigious LAMDA exams.

Involvement in all aspects of production is strongly 
encouraged and our pupils regularly audition for the 
National Youth Theatre in the specialisms of acting, 
lighting and production.

Music
Our Music Department has a strong reputation both 
locally and nationally. We are delighted by our 
regular participation in local and national music-making, 
whether it is Blenheim Palace or St Mark’s, Venice.

In addition to a Director of Music and Heads of Vocal 
and Instrumental Studies, we have a team of 13 visiting 
teachers who are responsible for providing over 200 
specialist coaching sessions for individuals and groups.  
A variety of musical activities are actively supported 
and the school enjoys a dynamic mixture of ensembles, 
choral concerts, orchestral performances, jazz and 
funk fusion groups, choral training days and rock and 
pop performance nights.

ArtsThe

Vibrant creativity permeates every 
year group at Cranford House, and 
each child is encouraged to immerse 
themselves in the abundant music, 
drama and art opportunities that  
take place throughout the year.
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At Cranford House we recognise the importance of 
giving pupils the opportunity to explore a diverse range 
of activities and challenges. Each year we organise an 
extensive extra-curricular clubs programme covering a 
broad spectrum of interests, from animated film making 
to golf and dance. Our clubs are expertly run, with 
several endorsed by professional bodies such 
as the LAMDA speech and drama courses and the 
Adventure Service Challenge.

 & Exchanges
Individual departments offer exciting international trips. 
Our choir tours to Barcelona and Venice have been a 
great success and pupils have gained huge rewards 
from our French and Spanish exchanges.The Italian ski 
trips and Dutch hockey tours are also extremely popular.

More locally, we run many great activities, with highlights 
including PGL week, Forest School, cultural trips to the 
Henley Literary Festival, and visits to national museums 
and exhibitions. We are particularly proud of our 
relationship with the Earth Trust, which allows us to visit 
Wittenham Clumps, exploring the local flora and fauna.
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‘My daughter’s happiness is a reflection on how 
the school has exceeded my expectations.’

Current parent

Clubs, ToursClubs, Tours
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