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PREPARATORY SCHOOL



This is a dynamic school with firm foundations rooted 
in traditional values.  It is continually developing to 
encompass new technology and innovations, but  
there will always be a place for courtesy, diligence  
and thoughtfulness at the very heart of our school.   
Our skilful and caring teachers are determined to  
bring out the best in each individual.

We invite you to come and visit our school to see for 
yourself and to discover what makes West Buckland  
such a special place.  

Welcome
We encourage children to be imaginative, 
to think and to dream
West Buckland Preparatory School is set in one hundred 
acres of beautiful countryside on the edge of Exmoor,  
just fifteen minutes from Barnstaple.

As well as having our own excellent facilities, including 
an ICT room, science laboratory, music department 
and outdoor recreation areas, our location, next door 
to the Senior School campus, enables our pupils to 
access a number of superb facilities. These include a 
drama theatre, art and design studios, a 25 metre indoor 
swimming pool and an outstanding sporting complex.



Learning together, 
building foundations
Our emphasis upon individual care inspires confidence 
and builds determination and self-esteem.  

As they progress through Reception, Prep 1 and Prep 2, 
the children have their own team of teachers and 
classroom assistants, working under the leadership of  
the Head of Early Years.

From Prep 3 to Prep 6, pupils engage in a structured and 
differentiated timetable and take advantage of specialist 
teachers and resources.  They also have class tutors who 
have daily contact with their tutees and are responsible 
for the academic welfare of the children.

The vast majority of Prep pupils transfer successfully at 
the end of Prep 6 into the Senior School.

From an early age and throughout their time in the 
Preparatory School, we help pupils to gain in confidence, 
embrace new technology and be equipped to reason  
and think independently.  

We encourage and teach the importance of good manners, 
respect for others and responsibility.  The children learn 
how to work as part of a team and are encouraged to 
face challenges and to find solutions to problems.

Children, between the ages of three and four enjoy a safe, 
secure and homely environment in the Nursery. 

“The prep school pupils’ 

exceptionally good behaviour 

and the good relationships 

they enjoy with staff are key 

factors in enabling them to 

achieve high standards.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate



In an increasingly digital world, our dedicated ICT suite in 
the Prep School allows us to introduce important IT skills 
at an early age so that the pupils feel confident to progress 
with the tools they need to thrive in the digital age.

Our ‘150 Building’ includes a state-of-the-art Design 
and Technology department which the Prep children 
have access to and, indeed, have their own dedicated 
areas where they can explore innovative technologies 
alongside traditional crafts, ceramics and textiles.

An eye to the future - 
science and technology
Children are encouraged to investigate, to experiment 
and to make discoveries.

It is vital for our children to learn and develop the skills 
and knowledge they will need for the future.  Science 
uses observation and experimentation to describe and 
explain natural phenomena.  We weave as much practical 
experience as possible into our Maths and Science 
programmes, so that the children can enthuse and be 
inspired, and understand the value of science.

“Science Day is better 
than Christmas!” 

Hugo, Prep 2

“Pupils in the Prep School achieve 
particularly high standards.”

Independent Schools Inspectorate



Creativity and expression
Creativity enriches all our lives and is an integral part of 
our work in the Preparatory School. 

My favourite 
part of the 

school day is...   
“Play practice 

because 
I love drama” 

Isaac, Prep 4

Additional visiting music teachers give individual or  
group lessons throughout the year.  Our choirs, bands 
and orchestras have gained an enviable reputation.  
Relatives and friends are invited to enjoy a busy schedule 
of informal performances, recitals and major concerts,  
at school or at other local venues.

Drama is an important part of the curriculum for all our 
pupils. In addition, during the year, each age group will have 
the opportunity to perform in plays and musicals, giving 
pupils the confidence to perform in public from an early age.

Speech, drama, poetry and dance are popular extra-curricular 
activities and are supported by specialist visiting staff.

Within the dedicated Prep art studio, pupils are given the 
opportunity to appreciate and use a full range of media 
and techniques.  This thriving department, with its specialist 
staff, aims to nurture and develop our pupils’ ability.

Our vibrant Prep Music department benefits from having its 
own Director of Music, which means we are able not only to 
offer weekly music lessons, but opportunities for the pupils 
to join the wide range of musical activities that are available.

“Music education was 
notable for its quality and 
the number of participants”  
Independent Schools Inspectorate



Developing active lives
Children gain maximum enjoyment from maximum participation.

There is a full and busy extra-curricular programme 
of activities which operates during the lunch period 
and after school.  Children choose to participate in 
activities including sports, Forest School, drama, dance, 
construction, design, chess and cookery.

There are also  a number of  trips to local and national 
places of interest as well as outdoor walks and activities. 
Our Outdoor Learning department includes a Climbing Club 
which is popular with a number of children in the school.

We believe sport should be as inclusive as possible, as 
well as lots of fun.  Our children have access to first class 
facilities: grass pitches and floodlit astroturf; tennis and 
netball courts; cricket fields and nets, a 25 metre indoor 
swimming pool and the Jonathan Edwards Sports Centre, 
providing endless opportunities for children to enjoy PE 
and games throughout the year.

The main sports are rugby, football, netball and hockey 
in the winter, with cricket, rounders and tennis in the 
summer.  We have a tennis performance programme 
which includes a number of Prep children who develop 
their skills to a high standard.

My favourite activity 
at school is... 

“Forest School because 
I like to be with nature” 
Tyler, Prep 6



Providing care, 
promoting respect
We aim to create a close partnership between school and home.

Our House system promotes a positive community spirit, 
a sense of belonging and promotes the idea that being 
part of a team is very important and that every member 
has something to contribute.  

The four Houses compete against each other in a 
number of events which, as well as the major sports, 
includes handwriting, poetry, music, general knowledge, 
cross-country running and art.  Participation is the aim in 
all these activities and a points system ensures that every 
child’s achievement counts towards the House.

We ensure that parents receive good information on their 
children’s progress by giving grades every half-term, as 
well as full reports and consultation evenings each term.  
Regular newsletters and social media updates keep 
everyone informed with busy day to day school life.

All pupils have school lunches and our excellent caterers 
provide delicious, well-balanced and nourishing meals, 
and are well placed to cater for any special dietary 
needs.  Members of staff eat alongside the children and 
encourage good conversation and manners.

My favourite activity of the day is...
“I’m not sure because I love them all” 
Milo, Prep 4



West Buckland Nursery
Positive relationships and an enabling environment ensures 
that the children have every opportunity to learn and develop.

As well as learning and listening activities, the children get 
the opportunity to explore art, music, outdoor activities 
and PE.  In addition, they have swimming lessons 
throughout the year, taught by qualified swimming 
instructors, in West Buckland School’s 25 metre indoor 
swimming pool.

We provide a stimulating, safe environment in which 
children may develop, enjoy and gain confidence.  
If you would like to learn more about our Nursery,  
please visit our website www.westbuckland.com or  
call 01598 760178 to arrange a visit.

At the West Buckland Nursery, we aim to do all we can to 
ensure that our children have the very best start in life.

The Nursery is open during term time, Monday to Friday, 
from 8:45am to 4:00pm but we operate an early morning 
club for children who arrive from 8:00am. There is also an 
option for Nursery children to attend clubs which run from 
4:00pm to 5:00pm Monday to Thursday. 

Children in the Nursery enjoy a programme of 
learning, which aims to develop social, physical and 
communication skills. 

My favourite part of 
the school day is... 

“All of it because it is 
an amazing school” 
Henry, Prep 6

Next steps
A good starting point for more 
information is our website:  
www.westbuckland.com.   
Open Days are held in May  
and October and we look  
forward to welcoming you.   

You are also welcome and encouraged to visit on 
a normal school day, which will enable you to see 
children and staff at work and to get a real sense 
of the atmosphere in our school.  To arrange 
a visit, or for any enquiries, please contact the 
Registrar, admissions@westbuckland.com or 
phone 01598 760178.



Headmaster: Mr Andrew Moore BEd

West Buckland, Barnstaple, Devon, United Kingdom EX32 0SX

Telephone: +44 (0) 1598 760178  •  Email: admissions@westbuckland.com
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The perfect environment 
for learning and discovery


