


Co-educational 3 - 13 years
Day, Weekly, Flexi and Full Boarding

Associated with Malvern College



“Where children are encouraged

to use their initiative and to keep

their minds and eyes wide open. 

It is very special…..

an unforgettable experience.”

Current parent

The Downs Malvern is a busy and
vibrant day, weekly, flexi and
full-boarding school for girls and
boys from 3 – 13 years.  The School
is set within its own beautiful 55-acre
campus on the western edge of the
Malvern Hills. Outstanding teaching,
alongside superb facilities throughout
the school, ensures an excellent
all-round education for all of our
pupils.

I would like to invite you to visit us
so that you can sense the remarkable
spirit, atmosphere and buzz that is
The Downs Malvern.

Welcome

Alastair S Cook
Headmaster



Early Years

The Early Years team provide a secure,
organised and stimulating environment
where pupils from the age of three are
encouraged by our dynamic team of
experienced and caring teachers to
develop their individual strengths.

Emphasis is placed on happy and active play-based 

learning in which the pupils engage in creative 

activities, songs, stories, rôle-play and physical play.  

Specialist staff teach French, Music, Numeracy and

Games.  Our weekly swimming lessons are held at the

Malvern College pool and pupils use our own secure

gardens for outdoor play as well as the extensive school

grounds for other activities including ‘Forest School’.



Pre-Prep

The Pre-Prep staff are a caring,

highly qualified and dedicated

team and the love of their work

is reflected in the infectious

enthusiasm that they bring to

the school.

Here we offer a mix of formal instruction
within a supportive atmosphere in order
to encourage exploration and self-expression. 
Class lessons are the focus of the morning. 
After a two-course lunch in the Main Dining
Room, pupils enjoy a range of activities such
as Art and Design, Gardening, Music and
Movement, Forest School, PE, Games and
much more.

Regular trips give first-hand experience
of professional productions, handling
artefacts and bring Science and History
to life.  We encourage the highest standards
of hard work, courtesy and community
within a relaxed and structured atmosphere
that allows a flexible approach to teaching
and learning.

Specialist staff support is extended to Art,
Design Technology and Sport.  A variety of
after-school activities, tailored to suit the
pupils’ needs, proves to be very popular.



Prep

At the end of their time

in the Pre-Prep, where an

excellent foundation has

been laid, the pupils move

across to start their

Prep school adventure

in Year 3.

The Year 3 and Year 4 pupils are gently encouraged
to become more independent in their thinking,
learning and personal organisation.  They spend
around 60% of their time with their Class teacher,
who teaches them the core subjects, and the
remaining time moving around the school for their
lessons in DT, Art, Music, French, Science and Games. 
By the time they move to Year 5, they are extremely
well equipped for the transition.

In Year 5 upwards, lessons are taught by specialist
teachers in well-resourced classrooms. 
A secure and productive relationship between
teachers and pupils ensures that pupils acquire
knowledge and develop thinking skills and individual
learning styles. 

They expand and develop their education in
our idyllic rural surroundings and beyond.

All new pupils joining The Downs Malvern
at any time throughout the academic year
receive a very warm welcome and quickly
feel ‘at home’ in our close school community.



We all love to be part of

a team and taking part

in the game provides us

with an enjoyment of a

wide range of sports.

Sport

We encourage participation in games
that allows each pupil, regardless of
ability, to enjoy playing sports and to
do his or her best on our extensive
games fields, all-weather sports pitch,
netball and tennis courts.

Our sports teachers and specialist
coaches seek to improve the skills
of each pupil and to extend the
talents of those with greater ability. 
Many of our teams and individuals
compete successfully at County and
National level.

Through a well-organised PE
programme, which runs alongside
our Games programme, pupils are
able to develop skills in sports such
as basketball, gymnastics,
badminton, swimming and more.

Our large, well-equipped sports
hall is used by the whole school
throughout the day and by the
boarders in the evenings and
weekends.  

In the winter, pupils are involved
in rugby, hockey, football, netball,
cross-country and horse riding. 
During the summer months,
athletics, cricket, rounders and
tennis complete the sporting
programme.



Creative and Performing Arts

Subjects such as Music, Art, Design
Technology and Drama are all part of
the curriculum and are supplemented
by our extensive extra-curricular
programme which includes orchestra,
choirs and art days.

Pupils’ successes in the Worcester Art
Festival and LAMDA examinations, as
well as in the ABRSM and Trinity Hall
music examinations, are outstanding.

Listening to visiting musicians,
participating in theatre workshops,
visiting museums, art galleries and
the theatre all help to broaden the
pupils’ love, understanding and
appreciation of the Arts.

The Creative and Performing Arts

occupy a central place in the

day-to-day life at The Downs Malvern.

On many occasions throughout the

year, pupils have the opportunity to

perform, act and exhibit their work.



All pupils in Years 3 – 8 have two timetabled ‘Activities’ sessions per week. These provide an opportunity to gain
experience, and acquire skills, in new areas such as current affairs, bridge, touch typing, clay modelling,

‘Science in the News’ and more.

Saturday mornings are not for formal teaching.  Instead, our ‘Hobbies’ programme is in full swing until lunchtime.
Typical Hobbies include cookery, pottery, art, football, fencing, hockey, jazz band and badminton.
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The Downs Light Railway, an ever-popular choice with the pupils.

On Saturday afternoons there are inter-school sports fixtures for boys and girls in Years 5 to 8.

The school week is a busy one.  It flies by in a whirl of excitement, smiles, laughter and hard work!

Activities and Hobbies



Boarding

Boarders join us from the local area, further
afield in the UK and a wide range of other
countries.  

At The Downs Malvern, successful boarding
is based on feeling confident, happy and safe. 
There is an organised daily and evening
routine with time set aside for study, music
practice and quiet relaxation as well as regular
fun nights and special weekend activities.

The Boarding House, known as ‘The Warren’,
has brightly decorated, comfortable dorms. 
The boarders have supervised access to a
well-equipped, large Common Room with
television, computers and a small kitchen

area providing a ‘home from home’ experience. 
They also enjoy use of a Games Room where
they play table tennis, table football, pool and
similar activities.       

The boarders are cared for by a dedicated
team led by experienced resident
Houseparents, supported by the medical and
pastoral staff.

Boarding is at the heart
of the community at
The Downs Malvern. 
In total, around a quarter
of our Prep School pupils
are full, weekly or
flexible boarders.



.

Next Steps

By the time our bright-eyed young pupils
reach the end of Year 8, they are ready to
move on and are fully prepared for the
opportunities and challenges they will meet
at their senior schools.

After taking Common Entrance or
Scholarship exams, many of our Year 8 pupils
will make the short trip over the Hills to our
associated senior school, Malvern College,
whilst others move on
to alternative senior schools throughout
the country.   



TEL: +44 (0)1684 544 100
Email: registrar@thedowns.malcol.org
Web: www.thedownsmalvern.org.uk

Brockhill Road, Colwall, Worcestershire, WR13 6EY
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