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Our down-to-earth, family-focussed approach embraces 
the fact that boys of this age should be having fun at the 
same time as learning.

As a school and as teachers, our goal is to engage, enthuse 
and inspire our boys in every area of school life. From maths 
to music, reading to rugby, and chemistry to kayaking, we 
aim high and encourage boys to ‘go for it’ and give their best 
in all that they do.  

The best way to measure our success is to visit the school, 
soak up the atmosphere for yourself, and meet the boys and 
staff who make up our warm and very special community.  
You will find confident, self-assured, well-mannered boys 
who understand and appreciate their place in a fast changing 
world, together with committed and talented teachers who 
provide excellent role models for them.

I look forward to welcoming you to Moulsford soon.

A thriving and happy independent day and 
boarding preparatory school for boys aged four 
to thirteen, set in idyllic grounds on the banks 
of the River Thames in South Oxfordshire.

WELCOME TO MOULSFORD At Moulsford, 
the message is 
straightforward.  
We want our boys to 
receive the broadest 
possible education, 
while remembering 
that they will learn 
best when happy 
and settled.  

Ben and Sarah 
Beardmore-Gray

  

Ben Beardmore-Gray
Headmaster
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Your son will matter as an individual to each and every 
member of staff, and will be nurtured and challenged in 
small classes.  Personal talents, strengths and passions will be 
encouraged, embraced and valued.  Older boys act as role 
models, and the House system provides opportunities for 
friendships across the age range.  Pastoral care is exceptional, 
and a framework is provided that supports and promotes 
growing confidence and self-assurance. We aim to help boys 
develop the skills and habits, resilience and moral frame of 
reference, to equip them for life in a fast-changing world. 

BOYS WILL BE...friends

Parents are offered many opportunities to engage with the 
wider school community, from attending matches, concerts 
and productions to involvement through the Moulsford 
Parents Association (MPA) and via the Old Moles Society  
once their sons have moved on to senior schools and beyond.

Above all, we recognise the crucial relationship between 
families and the school in our over-riding, common aim of 
achieving the best possible outcomes for our pupils.

The Moulsford Prep School community is genuinely warm, 
friendly and welcoming with a distinctly caring, family atmosphere.  



In addition to a wide range of superb facilities – recently 
upgraded classrooms, two state-of-the-art Mac computer 
suites, science laboratories, a modern indoor sports hall 
with climbing wall, extensive playing fields including an 
Astro turf area with tennis courts, a dozen cricket nets, an 
adventure playground, Forest School, an outdoor heated 
swimming pool, theatre, art room, Design & Technology 
room, music school and library – Moulsford has unrivalled 
access to the River Thames on which boys can learn to 
kayak, canoe and sail.  

The riverside environment brings a unique aspect to school 
life, and provides endless inspiration for outdoor learning 
and fun, as well as simply being a delightful place to ‘be’.

BOYS WILL BE...
adventurous
Set in 30 acres of idyllic grounds 
on the banks of the River Thames, 
Moulsford offers fabulous freedom 
and space, with so many exciting 
opportunities for boys.
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At Moulsford, we believe that our boys benefit enormously from 
a single sex environment where everything is geared towards the 
way boys learn best.

BOYS WILL BE...confident

Teaching methods involve plenty of practical and outdoor 
learning both in and out of the classroom to keep boys 
stimulated and physically active.  The teachers know how  
to inspire boys, and the curriculum and individual lessons 
are tailored specifically for boys to help them achieve their 
full academic potential.

Boys respond well to very clear boundaries, with high 
expectations set and firm but fair rules.  The school’s 
approach to manners and discipline is based on this premise.

On the creative front, Moulsford boys are unhindered by 
concerns over whether a particular activity or interest is seen 
as more gender specific than others - for example it is cool

to be a member of the choir or orchestra. Boys therefore feel  
able to continue with and succeed in these areas for much 
longer than perhaps they may feel comfortable doing in a  
co-educational setting, where they may be more self-conscious.

Competitive sport is a vital element of a boy’s development, 
at whatever age and level they are playing.  The single sex 
environment allows full advantage to be taken of the grounds 
and facilities, with teams and coaching to suit all levels of ability.

Extra-curricular activities can clearly focus on those that appeal 
to boys but without gender stereotyping, thus concentrating 
effort and resources accordingly.
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Our overriding aim is to create a friendly and 
welcoming environment to help boys settle in and 
find their feet.  Only when boys are established 
and happy can they start to thrive in the learning 
environment, and we work closely with parents to 
achieve this.

As a team, the Pre-Prep teachers are totally 
committed to ensuring that your boys have 
the best possible start to their school career, 
by finding out what makes each individual ‘tick’, 
and igniting their interest in learning through a 
carefully planned balance of formal learning and 
play.  This includes weekly visits to Forest School, 
where boys build skills in co-operation, problem 
solving, risk taking and leadership. Our aim is to 
carry that spark of interest forward with each 
passing year, and to ensure a smooth transition 
into the Prep School in Year 3.

Our main aim is for boys to develop into caring, 
polite and confident young people who are eager 
to learn and have respect for others as they 
continue on up the school ladder.

We strive for the start 
of the Moulsford journey 
to be a fun, happy and 
fulfilling experience.

Early Years & Pre-Prep: 

BOYS WILL BE...enthused
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Prep School:  
BOYS WILL BE...curious
Our curriculum is designed specifically to suit boys, 
to extend and enrich learning at all levels, and to 
prepare them for Pre-Test, Common Entrance and 
Scholarship entry to senior schools at 13+.

At Moulsford, we promote independence, self-discipline and taking personal responsibility 
in all aspects of learning, as well as keeping a sense of fun, exploration and discovery.  
Creativity is encouraged in the delivery of lessons, and staff make full use of the latest 
technology (iPads, interactive boards, online ‘anytime, anywhere’ learning systems)  
to complement and enhance the boys’ learning.

The sense of adventure in learning is continued from Pre-Prep into the Prep School.  
Whilst the focus naturally becomes more academic in the classroom, we believe that it 
is the rounded education and wealth of opportunities that we offer which allow boys to 
achieve the best in their learning. We know our boys very well and small class sizes allow 
for a personalised educational experience.

Our results speak for themselves, with boys performing extremely well in Pre-Test, 
Common Entrance and Scholarship examinations each year.  Moulsford has an excellent 
track record for the successful preparation of boys going on to a wide range of top senior 
schools, many with awards.

However, the focus is not only to prepare boys for senior schools, but also to ensure they 
have the skills for university and life beyond.  The curriculum promotes intellectual agility, 
encourages pupils to think and analyse critically, makes connections across the subjects and 
gives plenty of opportunity for creativity and collaboration.

Our curriculum is informed by collaboration with senior schools and through recognition 
of the skills required in the future workplace as identified by the World Economic Forum.



12 13

We believe that boys thrive in an environment full of extra-
curricular opportunities where they are encouraged to 
try out new activities and discover and develop their own 
individual abilities and talents outside of the classroom.  Aimed 
at contributing to a genuine, all-round education, boys enjoy 
art and craft, athletics, ceramics, clay pigeon shooting, climbing, 
fencing, golf, gymnastics, judo, kayaking, real tennis, sailing, 
swimming, survival skills, trampolining, woodwork, and the list 
goes on!

The Moulsford Award encourages boys to choose a breadth 
of activities from each area of Healthy Living, Performance 
and the Arts, Community/Service, Self-Development and 
Adventure.  It is designed to promote a rounded education, 
give boys a target to aim for, and develop and celebrate the 
success of each boy as an individual.

School trips and fieldwork opportunities punctuate the 
academic year, as well as optional courses and trips during the 
school holidays which provide fun, memorable and educational 
experiences both at home and abroad. We also encourage 
boys to be aware of the world around them and to lend a 
helping hand to others less fortunate than themselves, both 
locally and internationally, by fundraising for charities in order 
to become a caring and helpful member of their community. 
Thinking of others and providing support, whether it is in  
a little or big way, is key to the ethos of Moulsford.

With charitable fundraising featuring as an integral part of 
school life, Moulsford boys carry forward an innate sense of 
responsibility towards helping others, and a grounded attitude 
of their place in the world.

Moulsford’s fabulous riverside setting and extensive grounds are 
ideally suited to providing boys with endless fun and opportunities 
to complement their classroom learning.

BOYS WILL BE...explorers
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BOYS WILL BE...active
Sport is a vital part of life at Moulsford, and while we do believe it is 
important to play to win, at Moulsford we regard the taking part - the 
teamwork, learning to win and lose, the development of self-esteem and 
social skills, the healthy exercise, as well as the fun - as equally valuable.

Teaching all boys to be sporting, not just those who are 
sporty, is one of our main aims.  We want every boy to leave 
Prep School having enjoyed playing and with experience of 
many different games, while developing the sporting skills 
necessary to appreciate the value of ‘sport for life’.  We 
believe that attitude towards sport is as important as ability 
within sport.

Our talented and dedicated games staff are committed to 
providing the best possible environment and coaching to

enable each boy to reach his full potential, as part of a team or  
as an individual, and whether at local, regional or national level. 

While the main team games are rugby, cricket, hockey and 
football, the combined skills and interests of the games staff 
allow us to also offer climbing, kayaking, canoeing, sailing, 
tennis, real tennis, judo, trampolining, shooting, triathlon,  
golf, fencing, athletics, cross country, swimming and skiing,  
and more.
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BOYS WILL BE...creative

Music, drama, art and design technology teaching are essential aspects 
of Moulsford’s broad curriculum, as well as offering fantastic activity 
options outside of the timetable.

Concerts and productions are staged throughout the year, providing 
opportunities for both individual and group performances at all levels, 
always with the encouragement to ‘give it a go’ and learn from the 
experience of performing to an audience.  An annual Arts Week 
provides a clear focus and opportunity for artwork and technology 
models to be exhibited.

Creativity and imagination are highly 
valued qualities at Moulsford, where 
boys are encouraged to explore and 
develop their talents and interests with 
a hands-on, practical and fun approach.



BOYS WILL BE...
independent

Moulsford offers a thoroughly modern take on 
boarding, providing a pressure-free opportunity to 
gain some away-from-home experience in a safe 
and comfortable environment - invaluable if you are 
considering a boarding senior school for your son.

Boarding is a very important aspect of life at 
Moulsford, and informs the shape of the school day 
as well as being essential to the vibrant community 
spirit which permeates throughout the school.  The 
boarding house is open from Monday to Friday, 
offering weekly and flexi boarding options.  Boarders 
enjoy the use of the school facilities in an evening 
activities programme aimed at ensuring enjoyment 
within a framework of relaxed ‘down time’.

Boarding builds confidence, 
friendships and develops 
independence - as well as 
being a huge amount of fun!
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We would love to welcome you to Moulsford so you can see the 
school in action.  Please see the Admissions page on our website  
for dates of Open Days, or contact the Registrar on 01491 651438 
or admissions@moulsford.com to make a personal appointment  
to meet the Headmaster and visit the school.

Guiding parents through the process of choosing and then gaining 
places at their preferred senior schools beyond Moulsford is one 
of the Headmaster’s key roles, with the clear goal being to match 
each boy to the most suitable school for him.

Moulsford and specifically the Headmaster’s close links with 
Heads and Registrars of a broad range of senior schools, 
combined with open dialogue with parents, help to ensure  
a smooth 13+ entry process.

Moulsford prepares boys for a wide mix of both boarding and 
day, co-educational and single sex senior schools through the 
Pre-Test, Common Entrance or Scholarship route. For those 
wishing to board, Moulsford boys go to Radley, Wellington,

Marlborough, Eton, Harrow, St Edward’s Oxford, Bradfield, 
Winchester, Millfield, Stowe and Sherborne. For those 
choosing a day school, Abingdon, Magdalen College Oxford, 
Pangbourne, Shiplake and The Oratory are the natural choices. 

An impressive array of academic, all-rounder, art, drama,  
design technology, music and sports scholarships have been 
awarded to Moulsford pupils in recent years.

COME AND SEE US IN ACTION
  

BOYS WILL BE...prepared



  

Moulsford Preparatory School, Moulsford-on-Thames, Oxon, OX10 9HR.
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