
Boys learn best when they 
are happy, active and safe.
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Boys do best in a single-sex 
environment where they can be 
nurtured, and given the confidence 
to learn, without pressure.”
Martin Morris, Headmaster

“



From The Headmaster
QEH Junior School first opened its doors to boys aged 7 to 11 

in 2007.  Since then it has established an enviable reputation 

in Bristol for providing an exceptional foundation for boys. 

It offers the best preparation for entry into QEH Senior School, 

which enjoys national recognition for excellence.

I believe that by offering outstanding pastoral care, each boy in 

our small school will be both happy and purposeful, and will 

then learn best. From the first moment you enter the school 

it feels like home and you can quickly sense its friendly 

atmosphere, where every boy knows that he is fully 

supported as an individual by our superb team of staff, 

while being challenged to excel. 

Your son will discover what it is to be successful in his 

learning and he’ll enjoy being adventurous, playful and 

creative.  Whilst it is never too late for a child to fulfil 

his potential, I know that the earlier he can do so, 

the better it is for his all-round development. 

I look forward to welcoming you to the school 

to allow you to discover for yourself what a 

wonderful learning culture we have created.

Martin Morris

Headmaster, QEH Junior School

“ My son has been 
happy ever since his 
first day. Joining the 
Junior School was
the best decision
we ever made.”
Year 6 parent



“I used to have tears and traumas 
when my boy was at a previous school. 
I had a ‘holiday child’ and a ‘term time 
child’, and they were very different.
Now I have a happy child all year round.” 
Year 3 parent

Pastoral care
Good pastoral care is central to the success of the school.  
In Years 3 and 4 the boys have a form teacher who steers them 
through most of their subjects and who oversees their all-round 
social and academic development. 

In Years 5 and 6 the boys are taught by a variety of subject-specialist 
teachers, but their overall development is the responsibility of the 
class tutor who also takes them for some of their lessons. 

A teaching assistant in each Year also superbly supports the teaching 
and learning, and has significant involvement in the boys’ pastoral care.

Learning to lead
All Year 6 boys are encouraged to get involved in mentoring, 
through the ‘buddy system’, helping the younger boys in the school. 

This, and other schemes that offer the older boys a chance to take 
responsibility, all help to engender a family atmosphere where everyone 
is working together, as well as the chance to develop important 
leadership skills that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.

Year 6 boy helping younger 
boys in the QEH Theatre



“The double-sized, 
split-level classrooms 
give flexible space 
for effective teaching 
and learning.” 
Year 5 teacher

“They move around 
to different rooms 
within the building 
and go over to the 
Senior School, and 
they really enjoy that.” 
Year 5 parent

Learning within the classroom
The learning environment is purposeful, creative and challenging. 
Boys learn best when they participate actively in lessons.  They enjoy 
challenges and solving problems and, above all, lessons are fun.  

Small class sizes mean that every boy can enjoy and benefit from individual 
attention.  These classes are regularly split into even smaller groups 
depending on each boy’s needs, with the help of the teaching assistants, 
and sometimes with sixth form students from the Senior School.

Subject-specific teaching
We offer more subject-specific teaching in Years 5 and 6, which adds 
value to boys’ academic development, giving them a real sense of 
challenge as well as preparing them for the Senior School.

The academic track record is a given.
My son just enjoys everything he does here. 
Year 4 parent



Learning outside the classroom 
Everything boys do at school is part of their all-round educational 
and personal development.  The boys learn through active 
participation both inside and outside the classroom. 

Bristol itself offers a wide range of exciting opportunities for 
outings.  These and our many and varied trips further afield provide 
a wonderful learning experience beyond the classroom.  The annual 
residential camp builds friendships and teaches vital skills.

In addition, we aim to develop the problem-solving abilities of the 
boys - a life-skill that has been identified as a significant factor in 
developing success in later life.  The Future Problem-Solving (FPS) 
teams in particular have met with national and international success.

It’s cool for boys to 
try many different 
things to develop 
their confidence - 
and be themselves 
without girls around!
Year 6 parent



Learning through
performance and creativity

Boys are encouraged and taught to use their 
imagination through story-telling and creative writing, 

through poetry and the study of Shakespeare.

They develop the confidence to be creative in art lessons
and on stage in our purpose-built theatre.

Music, dance and drama form an important and integral part of the 
weekly curriculum, with many other opportunities for the boys to 
get involved through regular clubs (such as orchestra, choir, string 

group, rock band and guitar ensemble), performances and major 
productions (of which there are three every year).  They can also 
choose to take Speech and Drama lessons, and well over half the 

boys opt to have individual instrument lessons.

The wealth of 
opportunity 
available, and the 
creative potential 
of each boy, never 
fails to astonish.” 
Sarah Hall, 
Head of Performing Arts

“

“



Sport for all 
Physical recreation is an integral part of life in the Junior School.  

All boys participate in PE lessons each week (which for Years 3 
and 4 includes swimming for at least half of the year).

Boys enjoy two afternoons of sport at our superb sports ground 
at Failand being coached by qualified and experienced staff.

Rugby, football and cricket make up the main team sports offered, 
and there is the opportunity for all boys to play competitive 
fixtures against other schools each term.

There are also several after-school clubs providing sports such 
as hockey, basketball and rackets.



“Sport is for all. It is great that boys also get the 
chance to rub shoulders with professionals from 

Bristol City Football Club.” Year 4 parent



The QEH Experience
The Junior School is inextricably linked, both physically
and emotionally, with the Senior School. 

By being so closely linked, through shared facilities, shared 
teaching staff and regular contact with senior pupils who are 
outstanding role models, the transition from the Junior School 
into the Senior School is seamless.  This helps boys to get off 
to a flying start in Year 7 from which they never look back.

The Junior School is just the start of a boy’s educational
journey through QEH. 

“When I joined the Senior School 
from the Junior School with all my 
friends, I felt instantly at home.”
Senior School boy



Links with
parents
The school is a caring and open 
environment.  We strongly believe 
that it is good for the boys to see the 
teaching staff and their parents working 
closely together and supporting each 
other for their mutual benefit. 

An active ‘Junior Friends’ association 
is integral to this partnership, as is 
the open-door policy we operate.

“We regularly visit 
and support the 

Juniors in their work 
and activities. It’s 
simply good fun!” 

Sixth Former



Boys learn best when they 
are happy, active and safe.

Berkeley Place, Clifton, Bristol BS8 1JX

T: 0117 930 3068   E: admissions@qehbristol.co.uk

For further information about QEH Juniors go to: www.qehbristol.co.uk  


